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THE  Writer  who  attempts  to  iay  before  his 
countrymen  an  impartial  Hiftory  of  his  own 
time,  engages  in  a  difficult,  and  on  many  accounts, 
an  unpleafant  work.  He  is  himfelf  liable  to  be 
drawn  imperceptibly  into  attachments ;  and  there 
are  few  readers  who  can  reafon  calmly  and  judge 
difpaffionately,  of  prefent  minifters  and  meafures. 

Thefe  confiderations  might  have  led  the  Au¬ 
thor  to  fupprefs,  for  iome  years,  the  latter  part 
of  this  Hiftory,  (which  he  has  long  been  forming 
with  fome  degree  of  laborious  refearch)  if  the 
pofture  of  public  affairs  did  not  appear  to  him 
to  require  the  recent  hiftory  of  this  country  to  be 
related  now ;  that  by  an  epitome  of  the  important 
tranfadions  in  which  this  kingdom  has  been  en¬ 
gaged,  the  whole  may  be  brought  into  a  clofe 
point  of  view,  and  the  public  may  from  thence 
be  enabled  to  form  a  jufter  opinion  of  the 
meafures  which  have  been  purfued,  and  how  > 
far  the  bufinefs  of  the  ftate  has  been  executed 
faithfully,  affiduoufly,  and  wifely.  X  o  arraip'n 
minifters  with  a  petulant  and  narrow  fpirit  of 
detradion,  is  illiberal  and  highly  reprehenfible ; 
to  examine  freely,  fairly,  and  clofely  their  prin¬ 
ciples  of  adion,  both  as  to  the  objeds  which  they 
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grafp,  and  the  -means  which  they  apply,  is  the 
birthright  of  an  Englifhman,  and  an  employment 
becoming  a  good  citizen. 

^  The  Hiftory  of  Great  Britain  during  Lord 
North’s  miniftry,  will  ever  be  one  of  its  mod  im¬ 
portant  periods,  although  it  furnifhes  few  mate¬ 
rials  to  dignify  and  grace  the  hiltoric  page.  It  is 
filled  with  event; ul  operations,  but  not  with  bril- 
liant  aftionsj  and  to  relate  them  becomes  rather 
an  aft  of  duty,  than  a  claim  to  literary  fame.  The 
fubjeft  is  interefiing,  without  being  captivating 

l  O 

The  prefent  fituation  of  thefe  kingdoms,  though 
critical,  is  refpeftable ;  fince  the  bravery  and  fkill 
of  our  commanders  by  fea  and  land,  that  native 
hardinefs  and  contempt  of  danger  which  charafterife 
ourfeamen  and  foldiers,  have  buffered  no  decay, 
and  the  nation  certainly  poffeffes  many  men  illuf- 
rious  for  virtues,  talents,  and  public  fpirit. 
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THE 

HISTORY 

O  F 

Lord  North’s  Adminiftration. 

PARTI. 

From  Ford  North's  appointment  to  the  head  of 
the  Tfreafury ,  to  the  difjolution  of  Parliament 

in  1774. 

CHAP.  I. 

Difcontents  occafionecl  by  the  decifion  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  upon 
the  Middlefex  election — Partial  repeal  of  the  American  port 
duties — Mr,  Grenville’s  bill  for  regulating  proceedings  re - 
fpeffing  controverted  elections — His  death  and  character— - 
Addrefs  and  remonftrance  from  the  city  of  London  to  his  Mar 
j*fly — The  Earl  of  Chatham’s  motion  in  the  houfe  of  Lords • 
Addrefs  of  both  houfes  on  the  city  rcmon franco — Commotions 
in  Ireland — State  of  finance  for  the  year  1770 — Death  of 
Mr,  Bedford,  and  fate  of  parties  in  the  city — Falkland’s 
Ifands  feized  on  by  the  Spaniards — Preparations  for  war 
- — Negotiations — Refgnations — The  difpute  with  Spain  ad - 
jufed — Probable  motives  which  led  to  that  event — Situa¬ 
tion  of  France— Meeting  of  Parlia?nent ■ — Mi f underfund¬ 
ing  between  the  two  houfes — Lord  North’s  plan  of  finance 
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for  1771 — Proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  againjl  cer~ 
tain  printers . — Conduct  of  the  magijlrates  of  London — The 
record  of  their  proceedings  erafed  hy  order  of  the  houfe — The 
Lord  Mayor  and  Alderman  Oliver  committed  to  the  Tower 
—Refolutions  refpeftirig  Mr,  Wilkes — Bill  to  enable  the 
Eajl  India  Company  to  raife  a  military  force, 

HISTORY  cannot  furnifh  fuch  another  inftance 
of  a  great  nation,  the  wonder  and  admiration  of 
the  whole  earth,  under  an  eftablifhed  form  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  fo  rapidly  lof- 
ing  the  refpedl  and  eftimation  in  which  it  was  held,  as  this 
country  exhibited,  during  the  few  Abort  years  that  intervened 
between  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  of  Paris,  and  the  time 
when  the  minifter,  whofe  adminiftration  we  are  now  to 
treat  of,  took  the  lead.  Inftability  and  weaknefs  marked 
each  fucceflive  appointment.  In  fome,  thefe  defedls  were 
inherent  in  the  men ;  in  others,  they  arofe  from  the  partial 
fupport,  which  they  derived  from  the  fource  of  power  \  whilft 
among  the  people  difeontents,  clamours,  and  outrages  pre¬ 
vailed  ;  fo  as  that  neither  the  refpedt  which  is  naturally  an¬ 
nexed  to  lawful  authority,  nor  even  the  intervention  of  a 
military  force,  could  fupprefs  or  check  them.  The  admini- 
ftration  which  immediately  preceded  that  of  which  lord  North 
became  the  head,  was  indeed  the  longeft,  but,  at  the  fame 
time  the  weakeft,  of  any  in  that  period.  It  would  fcarcely 
be  credited,  if  the  fa£t  was  not  incontrovertible,  that  a 
French  frigate  refufed  to  pay  that  compliment  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  flag,  in  our  own  channel,  which  has  been  regularly 
given  ever  fince  we  claimed  a  fuperiority  on  the  ocean. 

1 

Thefe  domeftic  broils  were  firft  excited,  and  afterwards 
kept  up,  by  a  bold  and  able  leader  of  the  people,  who  hav¬ 
ing 
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ing  diffipated  a  large  fortune  by  unbridled  excefles,  found 
bis  creditors  become  clamorous  and  his  expedients  forfake 
him,  whilfi  an  habitual  negligence  of  his  affairs,  ferved  to 
precipitate  thofe  diltreffes  which  he  feemed  unmindful  to 
avert.  Reduced  to  extremities,  he  became  a  patriot,  and, 
in  conjunction  with  fome  men  equally  bold,  and  poffeffing 
talents  equally  well  adapted  to  the  attempt*  gained  the  warm 
patronage  of  the  people.  The  oppofition  to  government 
i-aifed  by  thefe  aCtive  partifans  was  more  violent  and  effec¬ 
tual,  than  that  which  was  carried  on  againfl  Sir  Robert 
\Valpole,  even  when  a  Pulteney  fpoke  and  a  Bolingbroke 
wrote,  to  roufe  the  indignation  of  the  people.  A  daring  at¬ 
tack  upon  the  Sovereign*  in  a  publication  fuppofed  to  have 
been  written  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  the  head  of  this  confederacy, 
caufed  his  papers  to  be  feized*  and  himfelf  to  be  taken  into 
cuftody.  This  proceeding  brought  to  light  a  licentious 
poem,  equally  replete  with  profanenefs  and  obfcenity.  Every 
individual  member  of  adminiflration  was  fhocked  at  fuch 
flagitious  impiety ;  and  the  offences  of  the  man,  in  whofe 
cuftody  it  was  found,  againft  his  Cjod  and  his  King,  were 
defcanted  upon  with  all  the  energy  of  virtuous  reprobation 
in  both  houfes  of  Parliament.  Even  Mr.  Wilkes's  affociates 
in  thofe  unhallowed  orgies,  which  this  poem  was  compofed 
for  the  purpofe  of  animating,  declared  their  abhorrence  of 
the  crime.  The  difeovery  worked  an  immediate.  converfion 
on  a  noble  lord,  who  had  heretofore  been  diftinguifhed  by 
his  zeft  for  thefe  profanations  :  with  tears  in  his  eyes  he 
read  to  the  houfe  the  maledictory  verfes,  and  execrated  them 
with  all  the  fervour  of  new-born  zeal.  The  houfe  of  Lords 
cenfured,  the  houfe  of  Commons  expelled,  the  offender; 
the  latter  voted  that  Mr.  Wilkes*  in  whofe  cuftody  the  poem 
was  found,  fliould  be  deprived  of  his  feat  in  that  houfe,  and 
a  new  writ  was  accordingly  iffued  by  the  fpeaker  for  elect¬ 
ing  another  member  for  the  county  of  Middlefex,  which  h© 
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tfeprefented.  The  freeholders,  whether  from  diftrufl:  of  the 
purity  of  the  motives  which  led  the  houfe  of  Commons  to 
inflidl  this  punifhment  on  their  profligate  member,  or  ac¬ 
tuated  by  a  fpirit  of  indifcriminating  oppofition,  rechofe 
Mr.  Wilkes  for  their  reprefentative.  The  houfe  rejedled 
him  as  ineligible,  and  declared  that  a  member  expelled  their 
houfe,  was  virtually  incapacitated  from  fitting  there  during 
that  parliament ;  notwithftanding  which,,  a  fecond  eledHorr 
terminated  in  the  fame  manner.  At  length  another  candi¬ 
date  was  prevailed  upon  to  {tart ;  he  had  296  votes,  Mr. 
Wilkes  1193  ‘  the  fheriffs  returned  the  latter,  the  houfe  re¬ 
jected  him,  and  voted  his  opponent,  Capt*  Luttrell,  duly 
eleCted*.  It  was  even  debated,  whether  the  fheriffs  fhould 
not  feel  the  difpleafure  of  the  houfe  for  their  eonduCt;  but 
this  difpofition  was  renounced,  when  Sir  Fletcher  Nortorr 
declared,  thatthofe  officers  were  bound  in  duty  to  aCt  as  they 
had  done  :  the  houfe,  indeed,  might  fet  afide  their  return,  but 
could  not  punifh  the  fheriffs  for  making  it  under  the  pecu¬ 
liar  circumftances  of  the  cafe. 

This  deciflon  excited  great  difcontents ;  the  people  de¬ 
nied  that  the  houfe  of  Commons  had  a  right  to  rejeCb  a  mem¬ 
ber  who  had  been  duly  returned  by  a  majority  of  good  votes* 
and  who  had  no  legal  incapacity :  expulfion,  they  faid, 
threw  fuch-  an  one  on  his  conflituents,  for  them  to  decide, 

I  ;  -  4  »  ;  /  '  „• "  ttff  r 

as  they  thought  fit,  on  his  delinquency ;  and  if  he  was  flill 
the  man  of  their  choice,  the  utmofl:  power  pofleffed  by  the 
Commons  reached  to  make  the  ele&iom  void,  but  it-  could 
not  give  the  feat  to  a  candidate  who  had  the  fewefl  fuffrages* 
They  contended,  that  although  the  houfe  of  Commons  ex¬ 
pelled,  it  could  not  incapacitate ;  fuch  a  profcription  could 
be  only  rendered  legal,  by  the  concurrence  of  all  the  three 
diftindt  parts  of  the  legiflature.  The  cry  was  induftrioufly 

*  April  15,.  1769. 
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Spread,  that  the  houfe  of  Commons  was  affuming  to  itfelf  a 
power,  which  had  never  been  exercifed  in  fuch  a  latitude ; 
it  was  dangerous  to  the  conftitution,  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
and  likewife  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  people  ; 
and,  when  drawn  into  a  precedent,  might  in  future  times  be 
made  ufe  of  to  fiill  more  fatal  purpofes.  On  thefe  grounds 
the  city  of  London  petitioned  the  King,  praying  him  to  dif- 
folve  the  parliament.  The  nation  caught  the  alarm,  and 
petitions  to  the  fame  purport  were  fent  up  from  various  parts 
of  the  kingdom ;  the  objeCt  of  which  was,  in  fome  mea- 
fure^  counteracted  by  the  addreffes  to  the  throne,  expreflive 
of  the  peoples  approbation  of  the  conduCt  of  parliament.  It 
was  whilfl:  this  ferment  was  at  its  height,  that  the  Duke  of 
Grafton  thought  fit  to  withdraw  himfelf  from  power,  and 
refign  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  to  Lord  North 

t  •  , 

This  minifter,  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Guilford, 
is  defcended  from  an  ancient  family,  the  younger  branch  of 
which  rofe  into  conflderable  confequence  under  the  favour 
of  Henry  VIII.  and  from  the  anceftors  fo  patronized,  many 
eminent  men  have  fprung  in  different  ages,  diftinguifhed 
for  their  valour,  wifdom,  learning  and  abilities.  When 
the  States  of  Holland  threw  off  the  yoke  of  Spain,  Roger, 
the  fecond  Lord  North,  diftingui filed  himfelf  among  the 
Englifh  who  fupported  the  caufe  of  religion  and  liberty  in 
the  Low  Countries,  and  was  wounded  in  the  engagement 
before  Zutphen,  in  which  Sir  Philip  Sidney  was  flain. 
His  fon  died  in  the  Netherlands,  and  his  grandfon,  Dudley 
Lord  North,  was  nominated  by  both  houfes  of  parliament 
in  16455  in  conjunction  with  the  Earls  of  Northumberland, 
E flex  and  Warwick,  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  Admiralty. 
The  ftatefmen  and  writers  who  have  fince  fprung  from  this 
flock,  are  well  known  to  every  one. 

#  Jan,  1770. 
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Lord  North  foon  after  he  became  of  age,  was  elefted  td  4 
feat  in  parliament  at  the  general  eleftion  in  1754?  and 
wards  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  reign,  was  appointed  acom- 
miflioner  of  the  treafury  and  treafurer  of  the  exchequer. 
His  relifh  for  bufinefs  and  fteady  attention  to  it,  joined  to 
the  early  connections  which  had  been  formed  with  his  fo- 
vereign  f ,  procured  him  to  be  appointed  in  the  year  1767* 
a  joint  paymafter  of  the  forces  and  chancellor  of  the  ex* 
chequer. 

One  of  the  firfl:  afts  of  the  new  minifter,  was  the  bring¬ 
ing  in  a  bill  *  for  the  repeal  of  fo  much  of  a  late  aft  of 
parliament  as  related  to  the  impofing  of  a  duty  on  paper* 
painters  colours,  and  glafs,  imported  into  America;  the  tax 
upon  tea,  which  was  laid  on  by  the  fame  aft,  was  ftill 
continued.  This  repeal  was  made  in  compliance  with  the 
prayer  of  a  petition,  prefented  by  the  American  merchants 
to  the  houfe  of  Commons,  fetting  forth  the  great  Ioffes  they 
fuftained,  and  the  fatal  effefts  produced  by  the  late  laws* 
which  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue  in  the  colonies, 
had  impofed  duties  upon  goods  exported  from  Great-Britain 
thither. 

•-  t  V  .  »  V 

It  was  much  infilled  upon  by  thofe  members  who  had 
uniformly  oppofed  the  laying  internal  taxes  upon  America, 
that  now,  as  the  minifter  began  to  recede,  the  aft  which 
impofed  thefe  duties  fhould  be  at  once  'totally  repealed. 
To  this  it  was  objefted,  that  the  colonies,  inflead  of  de- 

4  The  Earl  of  Guilford  was  appointed  tutor  to  the  prefent  King 
in  1750,  and  the.  year  before,  when  the  tragedy  of  Cato  was  per¬ 
formed' at  Leicefter-houfe,  Prince  George  played  the  part  of  Portius, 
and  Lord  North  that  of  Syphax. 

#  March  5,  177a, 
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ferving  additional  inftances  of  tendernefs,  did  not,  in  fact, 
deferve  the  inftance  then  (hewn,  as  their  condudt  had  be¬ 
come  more  violent  than  ever  ;  and  their  affociations,  in- 
ftead  of  fupplicating,  proceeded  to  dictate,  and  grew  at 
length  to  fuch  a  height  of  temerity,  that  adminiflration 
could  not,  for  its  own  credit,  go  as  far  as  it  might  incline, 
to  gratify  their  expectations  :  that  was  the  tax  to  be  wholly 
abolifhed,  it  would  not  either  excite  their  gratitude  or  re- 
eftablifh  their  tranquillity  ;  they  would  fet  the  abolition  to 
the  account,  not  of  the  lenity,  but  of  the  fears  of  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  upon  a  fuppofition  that  we  were  to  be  terrified 
into  any  conceffion,  they  would  make  frefh  demands,  and 
rife  in  their  turbulence,  inftead  of  returning  to  their  duty. 
Experience  had  fatally  proved  this  to  be  their  difpofition  : 
we  repealed  the  flamp-aCI,  to  comply  with  their  defires, 
but  they  have  neither  learnt  obedience  or  moderation  there¬ 
by  ;  on  the  contrary,  our  lenity  has  encouraged  them  to 
infult  our  authority,  to  difpute  our  rights,  and  aim  at  in¬ 
dependent  government.  While  therefore  the  Americans  deny 
our  power  to  tax  them,  is  it  proper  for  us  to  acquiefce  in 
the  argument  of  illegality,  and  by  the  repeal  of  the  whole 
law  to  give  up  the  power?  Such  a  conduCI  would  be  to 
betray  ourfelves  out  of  compliment  to  them,  and  through  a 
wifh  of  rendering  more  than  juftice  to  America,  refign  the 
controlling  fupremacy  of  England. 

Thefe  arguments  did  not  pafs  without  animadverfion 
from  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe.  The  miniflers,  faid  the 
oppofition,  condemn  the  conceffions  of  their  predeceflors, 
yet  they  begin  themfelves  by  conceffion,  with  this  only 
difference,  that  their’s  is  without  grace,  benignity,  or 
policy,  and  that  they  yield  after  a  vexatious  ffruggle.  It 
was  obferved,  that  a  partial  repeal,  inffeadof  producing  any 
benefit  to  the  mother-country,  would  be  a  real  grievance, 
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a  certain  expence  to  ourfelves,  as  well  as  a  fource  of  perpe¬ 
tual  difcontents  to  the  colonies.  By  continuing  the  trifling 
tax  upon  tea,  while  we  take  off*  the  duties  upon  painters 
Colours,  paper  and  glafs,  we  keep  up  the  whole  eftablifh- 
ment  of  cuftopi-houfes  in  America,  with  their  long  hydra¬ 
headed  train  of  dependents,  and  yet  cut  ofF  the  very  chan¬ 
nels  through  which  their  voracious  appetites  are  to  be  glut¬ 
ted.  The  tea  duty,  it  was  aflerted,  would  by  no  means 
anfwer  the  expence  of  collecting  it,  and  the  deficiencies 
muff  of  courfe  be  made  up  out  of  the  revenue  of  this 


country. 


It  plainly  appears,  that  the  object  of  the  miniter  was 
not  that  of  revenue,  but  by  the  moft  fecret  and  apparent¬ 
ly  unimportant  fteps,  to  obliterate  from  the  minds  of  the 
Americans,  thofe  horrid  ideas  which  they  had  formed  of 
internal  taxation  ;  and  in  effecting  this,  an  eflential  fer- 
vice  was  meant  to  be  rendered  to  the  Eaft  India  Company, 
who  felt  very  fenfibly  the  diminution  of  their  exports  to 
America.  In  the  year  1768,  they  had  exported  to  that 
continent  teas  to  the  value  of  132,0001.  the  next  year 
their  exports  declined  to  44,000  1.  whilft  they  Hill  continued 
to  leflen  in  the  fame  rapid  manner.  This  was  an  evil  of 
fuch  a  magnitude,  as  to  force  itfelf  upon  the  minifter’s  at¬ 
tention.  The  company  paid  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  on 
their  exported  teas*  which  greatly  inhanced  the  price  at 
the  market,  and  enabled  the  Dutch  to  fupply  the  colonies 
much  cheaper  :  this  duty  was  therefore  difcontinued,  where¬ 
by  the  price  of  teas,  in  America,  was  fo  materially  re¬ 
duced,  that  it  was  prefumed  the  continuing  of  the  duty  of 
three  pence  per  pound  weight  on  that  commodity,  would  be 
entirely  overlooked. 
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Before  this  bill  had  parted  the  lower  houfe,  Mr.  George 
Grenville  brought  in  a  bill  *,  entitled,  “  An  A£f  for  regu¬ 
lating  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  on  con¬ 
troverted  elections.”  The  regulations  made  thereby,  were, 
that  inftead  of  bringing  the  merits  of  a  contefted  ele&ion. 
before  a  general  committtee  of  the  houfe,  upon  a  petition 
being  received,  a  day  fhould  be  appointed  to  hear  the 
merits,  and  for  the  petitioners,  their  witneffes,  and  counfel 
to  attend.  On  the  day  appointed,  the  houfe  fhould  be 
counted,  and  if  it  was  found  not  to  have  one  hundred  mem¬ 
bers  prefent,  the  bufinefs  fhould  ftand  over  until  fo  many 
were  aflembled  5  at  which  time  the  names  of  the  members 
in  the  houfe,  were  to  be  put  into  fix  boxes,  or  glalfes,  to  be 
drawn  alternately,  and  read  by  the  fpeaker,  until  forty- 
nine  are  drawn  ;  the  fitting  member,  and  petitioner,  may 
alfo  nominate  one  each.  Lifts  of  the  forty-nine  members 
thus  felefted,  are  then  to  be  given  to  the  parties,  who,  with  the 
clerk  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  are  to  withdraw,  and  to 
ftrike  off*  one  alternately,  beginning  on  the  part  of  the 
petitioner,  till  the  number  be  reduced  to  thirteen  j  who, 
with  the  two  nominees,  are  to  be  fworn  a  felea  committee, 
to  determine  the  matter  in  difpute  ;  being  inverted  with  every 
requifite  power  for  the  obtaining  information ;  and  on  their 
report  the  houfe  fhall  either  confirm  or  alter,  the  return, 
or  iffue  a  new  writ  for  a  frefh  eleaion.  T  his  bill  was  not 
relifhed  by  the  miniftry,  but  as  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  went 
with  it,  it  paffed  into  a  law  t. 

The 
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#  March  7.  1770. 

During  the  next  feflion  of  parliament,  the  benefit  of  this  a£l  be¬ 
came  apparent.  A  contefted  election  for  the  borough  of  New  Shore- 
ham  being  brought  before  the  fele£l  committee,  a  long  eftablifhed  plan 
of  corruption,  which  had  prevailed  in  that  borough,  was  revealed. 

In  conference  of  a  report  made  to  the  houfe,  a  bill  was  framed  to 
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The  regulations  eftablifhed  by  this  a&,  effe&ualiy  pre¬ 
vented  powerful  intereft  and  perfonal  partiality  determining 
the  fate  of  a  controverted  election,  without  regarding  the 
merits  of  the  cafe,  or  the  conduft  of  the  candidates.  Such 
proceedings  had  prevailed,  in  perverfion  of  equity,  and 
to  the  difgrace  of  the  houfe.  From  henceforth  the  deci- 
fions  of  parliament,  in  regard  to  contefted  elections,  were 
the  refult  of  deliberate  and  unprejudiced  examination. 

This  was  the  lafl  public  fervice  which  Mr.  Geo.  Gren¬ 
ville  rendered  his  country  :  he  clofed  an  active  and  labo¬ 
rious  life,  on  the  30th  of  July  following,  in  the  fifty- 
eighth  year  of  his  age.  Perhaps  no  other  man  ever  filled  fa 
many  of  the  great  departments  in  government.  After  being 
for  fome  years  a  commifiioner  of  the  admiralty,  he  prefided 
at  that  board  for  a  fhort  time,  which  he  quitted  to  become 
fecretary  of  ftate  ;  he  was  afterwards  firffc  lord  of  the  trea- 
fury  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  The  naval  depart¬ 
ment  is  much  indebted  to  him  for  many  wholefome  rules, 
and  the  whole  body  of  feamen  for  a  very  falutary  law  which 
regulated  the  payment  of  their  wages,  and  which  put  an 
end  to  many  grievous  frauds  and  abufes  which  ufed  to  at¬ 
tend  fuch  payments  *.  The  talents  of  this  ftatefman  were 
rather  ufeful  than  fplendid;  better  fitted  to  correft  abufes  in 

incapacitate  eighty-one  freemen  of  Shoreham,  by  name,  to  vote  at 
elections  of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament,  and  for  the  preventing 
bribery  and  corruption  in  that  borough  j  and  an  addrefs  was  voted  to 
hi$  Majefty,  that  the  Attorney-general  Ihould  be  directed  to  profecute 
five,  who  were  the  principal  agents  in  the  regular  fale  of  the  borough. 

This  aft  was  made  perpetual  in  the  year  1774,  contrary  to  the  in- 
clination  of  the  minifter,  who  again  oppofed  it  ftrenuoufly. 

#  31  George  II. 
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the  internal  government  of  the  ftate,  than  to  conduct  the 
affairs  of  a  great  empire,  in  fituations  peculiarly  intricate. 
During  Mr.  Pitt’s  brilliant  adminiftration,  Mr.  George 
Grenville  oppofed  the  meafures  then  purfued,  altho’  fram¬ 
ed  by  the  hufband  of  his  filler  ;  but  his  laboured  refearches 
were  conftantly  nullified,  by  the  emanations  of  Mr.  Pitt’s 
enlightened  mind  *.  The  meafures  refpeaing  the  American 
colonies,  which  were  adopted  and  ciarried  into  effeft  dur¬ 
ing  Mr.  Grenville’s  fhort  adminiftration,  it  is  not  our 
bufinefs  to  fpeak  of  here  ;  let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  the  inte¬ 
grity  of  his  conduct,  and  his  zeal  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  his  country,  remain  unimpeached, 

Meanwhile,  the  city  of  London  having  taken  the  lead 
in  every  meafure,  which  oppofed  the  condu£l  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons,  in  feating  Col.  Luttrell  as  member  for  Mid- 
dlefex,  and  excluding  Mr.  Wilkes,  could  not  quietly  be- 

*  No  orator  ever  more  fully  poiTcffed  the  talent  of  turning  the  edge 
of  an  antagonift’s  argument  by  a  fportive  tally,  than  this  Englilh  De- 
mofthenes.  Whilfthewas  leading  minifter  in  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
Mr.  Grenville  oppofed  a  meafure,  which  was  carrying  thro  that  houfe, 
bv  a  Iking,  where  we  (hould  find  men  ?  where  we  Ihou-ld  find  money  ? 
where  we  fhould  find  (hips  ?  &c.  In  the  midft  of  thefe  interrogations, 
the  minifter  arofe  from  his  feat,  and  with  a  dignified  pleafantry  ex¬ 
claiming, 

Tell  me,  gentle  (hepherd,  where  ; 

deliberately  walked  out  of  the  houfe.  In  confequence  of  which  inci¬ 
dent  Mr.  Grenville  was  known  by  the  appellation  of  “  the  gentle 
(hepherd”  for  many  years.  Mr.  Pitt  treated  his  brother-in-law  as  a 
dull  fyftematic  politician,  whofe  attention  was  direaed  to  minute  ob- 
jefts,  being  incapable  of  forming  a  noble  and  comprehenfive  plan  of 
policy.  He  reprefented  him  as  coming  with  his  dog’s-eared  ftatutes 
,0  a  debate.  Mr.  Burke,  fome  few  years  after,  alluding  to  tins  re- 
mark,  made  by  the  oracle  of  the  fenate,  talked  of  having  ftudied  “  ti 

he  had  made  dogs  ears  in  the  ftatute  books  " 

"  .  hold 


hold  that  great  national  queftion  likely  to  be  paffed  over 
without  any  farther  difcuffion.  Mr.  Beckford,  who  was 
then  a  fecond  time  lord  mayor,  had  ever  been  diftinguiflied 
r  '  the  warm  manner  in  which  he  maintained  the  rights 
the  people  to  choofe  their  reprefentatives  without  any 
ntrol  of  parliament.  The  livery  of  London  were  con¬ 
ned  in  Common  Hall,  and  it  was  there  refolved  to  pre- 
lt  an  bumble  addrefs,  remonftrance,  and  petition  to  his 
lje%j  in  the  names  of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  li- 
ry  of  the  city  of  London,  praying  for  a  diffolution  of 
rliament,  and  the  removal  of  evil  minifters  In  this 
:ce,  the  title  and  contents  of  which  feemed  at  variance, 
;at  freedom  and  fpirit  were  indulged.  His  majefty  was 
:rein  told,  “  that  under  the  fame  fecret  and  malign  influ- 
.e,  which  thro  each  fucceffive  adminiftration  has  de- 
ted  every  good,  and  fuggefted  every  bad  intention,  the 
jority  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  have  deprived  his  people 
their  deareft  rights.  They  have  done  a  deed  more  ruin- 
;  in  its  confequences,  than  the  levying  of  fhip-money  by 
tarles  the  III,  or  the  difpenfing  power  afiumed  by  James 
:  Hd,  a  deed  which  mull  vitiate  all  the  future  proceed- 
,s  of  this  parliament;  for  the  adts  of  the  legislature  itfelf 
1  no  more  be  valid  without  a  legal  houfe  of  Commons, 
.n  without  a  legal  Prince  upon  the  throne.  Reprefen- 
ives  of  the  people  are  eflential  to  the  making  of  laws, 

1  there  is  a  time  when  it  is  morally  demonftrable  that 
n  ceafe  1.0  be  icprcfentatives.  That  time  is  now  arrived, 
le  prefent  houfe  of  Commons  do  not  reprefent  the  people, 
e  owe  to  your  majefty  an  obedience,  under  the  reftric- 
i  of  the  laws,  for  the  calling  and  duration  of  parlia- 
nts  ;  and  your  majefty  owes  to  us,  that  our  reprefenta- 
i,  free  from  the  force  of  arms  or  corruption,  fhould  be 
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preferred  to  us  in  parliament.  It  was  for  this  we  fuccefs- 
fully  ftruggled  under  James  the  lid,  for  this  we  feated,  and 
have  faithfully  fupported  your  majefty’s  family  on  the 
throne.  Under  James  the  lid,  the  people  complained  that 
the  fitting  of  parliament  was  interrupted,  becaufe  it  was 
not  corruptly  fubfervient  to  his  defigns  :  we  complain 
now,  that  the  fitting  of  this  parliament,  is  not  interrupted, 
becaufe  it  is  corruptly  fubfervient  to  your  majefty’s  mini- 
fters.  We  call  God  and  man  to  witnefs,  that  as  we  do  not 
owe  our  liberty  to  thofe  nice  and  fubtle  diftindlions,  which 
places,  penfions,  and  lucrative  employments  have  invented, 
fo  neither  will  we  be  deprived  of  it  by  them  ;  but,  as  it 
was  gained  by  the  ftern  virtue  of  our  anceftors,  by  the  vir¬ 
tue  of  their  defendants  it  fliall  be  preferved.” 

His  majefty,  in  his  anfwer,  told  them,  cc  that  he  fliould 
always  be  ready  to  receive  the  requefts,  and  to  liften  to 
the  complaints  of  his  fubjefts  ;  but  it  gave  him  great  con¬ 
cern  to  find,  that  any  of  them  fhould  have  been  fo  far  mif- 
led,  as  to  offer  him  an  addrefs  and  remonftrance,  the  con¬ 
tents  of  which  he  could  not  but  confider  as  difrefpedful  to 
him,  injurious  to  his  parliament,  and  irreconcileable  to 
the  principles  of  the  conftitution.” 

The  day  on  which  this  addrefs  was  delivered,  the  earl  of 
Chatham  made  a  motion  in  the  houfe  of  Lords  ror  an  ad¬ 
drefs  to  the  throne,  praying  his  majefty  to  diftblve  the  par¬ 
liament.  He  ftated  the  public  difeontents  in  England,  Ire¬ 
land,  and  America  ;  affirmed,  that  the  people  had  no  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  then  fubfifting  houfe  of  Commons  y  and  fhewed, 
from  the  fituation  of  public  affairs,  the  great  neceftity  of  hav¬ 
ing  a  parliament,  in  whom  the  people  could  place  a  proper 
confidence-  The  motion  was  overruled  by  a  great  majority. 
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The  next  day  a  member  in  the  houfe  of  Commons  moved 
to  addrefs  the  king,  praying*  that  a  copy  of  the  city  ad- 
drefs,  as  well  as  his  majefty?s  anfwer,  might  be  laid  before 
the  houle.  A  very  animated  debate  enfued.  The  lord 
mayor,  who  was  one  of  the  members  for  the  city,  inftead  of 
Shrinking  from  the  conteft,  avowed  the  part  he  had  taken  in 
the  remonftrance,  maintained  the  propriety  of  it,  and  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  fhould  ever  glory  in  it.  Mr.  Trecothick, 
another  city  member,  and  the  two  ftieriffs,  Mr.  Townfend 
and  Mr.  Sawbridge,  who  were  members,  fupported  their 
chief  magiflrate  againft  the  weight  of  the  houfe;  they  juf- 
tified  the  language  ufed  to  his  majefty,  and  declared  them- 
felves  ready  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  that  tranfa&ion.  This 
bi ought  on  a  long  and  animated  debate,  in  which  the  right 
of  the  fubjedf  to  petition  the  throne  was  di  feu  fled  ;  and  the 
houfe  was  much  divided  in  fentiment,  not  only  concerning 
the  propriety  of  the  city  of  London  prefenting  a  petition  to 
the  throne,  for  the  purpofe  of  cenfuring  the  condudt  of  the 
Commons  of  Great-Britain,  but  more  particularly  con¬ 
cerning  the  expreflions  made  ufe  of  in  their  remonftrance  ; 
and  many  members,  who  approved  of  this  mode  of  con- 
veying  to  the  royal  ear  the  grievances  of  the  people,  repro¬ 
bated  the  terms  made  ufe  of  on  this  occafion.  Others,  with 
great  animation,  endeavoured  to  ftir  up  the  houfe  to  inflidt 
i'ome  fignal  punifhment  on  the  principal  inftigators  to  a  cor¬ 
porate  a  cl,  which,  they  faid,  had  denied  the  authority  of  par¬ 
liament,  infulted  the  throne,  and  was  performed  with  all 
the  circumftances  of  tumultuous  parade;  which  tended  to 
terrify  the  minds  of  the  peaceable,  and  inflame  the  paflions 
of  every  mifguided  member  of  the  community.  The  mo¬ 
tion  for  an  addrefs  was  at  length  carried  by  a  great  majo¬ 
rity,  and  when  in  confequence  thereof  the  remonftrance 
was  laid  before  the  houfe,  after  the  journals  and  other  re¬ 
cords  had  been  examined,  the  houfe  paffed  a  refolution  to 
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addrefs  his  majefty,  and  to  confer  with  the  Lords  to  obtain 
their  concurrence  thereto  \  which  being  readily  given,  the 
addrefs  was  prefented  on  the  23d  of  March.  It  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  right  of  the  fubjedl  to  petition  the  throne,  but 
cen fared,  very  feverely,  the  indifcreet  manner  in  which  this 
right  had  been  exercifed  by  the  city  of  London;  the  direct 
tendency  of  which  was,  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  fubvert  all  lawful  authority.  Many  people  ex¬ 
pelled,  that  frefh  inftances  of  expulfion  and  incapacitation 
would  have  enfued,  but  more  moderate  meafures  prevailed, 
and,  with  the  addrefs,  the  bufinefs  was  difmiffed. 


Whilft  this  conteft  was  carried  on  between  the  reprefen- 
tative  body  and  their  conftituents,  caufes  of  difienfion  arofe 
in  Ireland,  between  the  houfe  of  Commons  there,  and  the 
lord  lieutenant.  A  new  parliament  had  met,  and  it  had 
ever  been  cuftomary  on  thofe  occafions,  fince  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII.  for  a  money-bill  to  be  framed  in  the  privy- 
council  of  that  kingdom,  and  from  thence  brought  into 
parliament ;  the  objeCt  of  which  was,  not  to  raife  any  ma¬ 
terial  fupply,  but  to  fecure  to  government  the  mere  form  of 
a  right  derived  from  Poyning’s  law,  which  w7as  never  meant 
to  be  exercifed  for  any  purpofe  of  revenue,  and  was  repug¬ 
nant  to  the  eftablifhed  conftitution  of  both  kingdoms; 
one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  which  being,  that  all 
money-bills  Ihall  originate  in  the  houfe  of  Commons.  On 
this  ground  the  bill  was  rejected  ;  but  to  fhew  that  its  re¬ 
jection  arofe  from  a  diflike  of  the  mode,  not  from  a  reluc¬ 
tance  to  grant  the  requifite  aids,  another  money-bill  was 
framed  by  the  houfe,  which  made  ample  provifion  for  go¬ 
vernment*,  and  was  palled  with  great  unanimity.  A  bill 
for  augmenting  the  land  forces,  from  12,000  to  15,000  men, 

#  Upwards  of  two  millions  of  money  were  granted  for  two  years. 
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had  been  before  pafled ;  whereupon  Lord  Townfhend,  th£ 
lord  lieutenant,  delivered  a  fpeech  to  both  houfes,  in  which 
he  thanked  them  for  their  liberality,  but  expreffed  ftrong 
refentment  at  the  rejection  of  the  privy  council  money-bill 
in  the  houfeof  Commons ;  which  he  confidered  as  incroach-s 
ing  upon  the  rights  of  the  crown,  and  entered  a  formal 
proteft  againft  it  in  the  houfe  of  lords ;  and  to  punifh  the 
kingdom  for  thisadt  of  temerity  in  their  reprefentatives,  he 
fuddenly  prorogued  the  parliament  to  a  long  day ;  whereby 
a  great  variety  of  public  and  private  bufinefs,  effential  to 
the  interefts  of  the  community  at  large,  as  well  as  to  indi¬ 
viduals,  was  at  once  fufpended.  S  uch  an  unexpected  ftroke 
threw  the  whole  kingdom  into  confufion. 

The  minority  in  the  Englifli  houfe  of  Commons  de- 
fcanted  with  great  fpirit  on  this  tranfadHon ;  the  condudt 
of  government  was  cenfured  with  freedom  :  it  was  charged 
with  having  cajoled  the  parliament  of  Ireland  out  of  a 
large  fum  of  money,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  military 
augmentation  in  a  time  of  profound  peace*  which  condudfc 
demanded  the  ftridteft  enquiry. 

The  miniftry  defended  the  conduct  of  the  lord  lieute¬ 
nant,  by  reprefenting  the  Irifh  houfe  of  Commons  as  mak¬ 
ing  refolutions  repugnant  to  Poyning’s  law,  and  of  courfe 
fubverfive  of  our  authority  over  Ireland,  which  warranted 
the  cafligatory  meafure  which  had  been  afterwards  taken  to 
inculcate  a  fenfe  of  their  duty.  The  manner  of  the  proro¬ 
gation  of  the  parliament,  was  faid  to  be  fupported  both  by 
precedent  and  reafon'.  The  majority  of  the  houfe  admitted 
the  validity  of  the  j unification. 

Notwithftanding  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  at  opening 
the  feilion  had  recommended  the  affairs  of  America  to  the 

attention 
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attention  of  both  houfcs,  and  that  before  the  rifng  of  par* 
liement  news  had  arrived  of  an  affray,  attended  with  very 
ferious  confequences,  having  happened  at  Bofton,  between 
the  king’s  troops  and  the  townfmen*  ;  and  that  the  oppo- 
fition  in  both  houfes  repeatedly  preffed  for  luch  enquiries, 
yet  miniftry  ffudioufiy  avoided  bringing  the  bufinefs  un¬ 
der  difcuffion,  and  the  feifion  was  clofed  on  the  nineteenth 
of  May. 


The  expence  of  the  fervices  for  the  year  1770,  amounted 
to  7,455,042!.  For  the  land  forces  in  Great-Bri- 
tain,  &c.  con  filling  of  17,666  effective  men,  ordnance, 
and  every  contingency  of  the  army,  1,561,681  1,  The 
farther  fuin  of  235,266!.  was  voted  to  make  good  a  debt  of 
laft  year  on  army  extraordinaries.  For  the  navy,  being 
16,000  feamen,  including 4287  marines,  1,522,067!.  For 
maintaining  the  civil  government  in  the  different  provinces 
of  North  America,  and  incidental  expenceS,  18,760  1.  One 
million  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  exchequer  bills* 
difcharged.  Five  thoufand  pounds  was  voted  to  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Barbadoes,  to  enable  them  to  cleanfe  their 
channel,  repair  the  mole,  and  render  their  harbour  more 
fafe  and  commodious:  55,01 1  1.  to  make  good  the  de¬ 
ficiency  of  grants  for  the  preceding  year  :  45,565  L  to  the 
landgrave  of  Heffe  Caffel  for  expences  incurred  during  the 
late  war  in  Germany,  as  reported  by  the  commiffidners 
appointed  to  examine  and  Hate  fuch  claims  and  demands  : 
a  million  and  a  half  capital  flock,  of  three  and  a  half  per 
cent,  annuities,  eflablilhed  29th  Geo.  II.  (1756)  was  re¬ 
deemed  and  paid  off  at  par  ;  and  a  navy  debt  of  xoo,oooJ, 
was  difcharged. 


*  March  5,  17 79, 
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1  o  make  good  thefe  fupplies  the  land  tax  was  continued 
at  three  {hillings  in  the  pound;  the  malt  tax  was  eftimated 
at  700,000!.  One  million  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
was  railed  by  exchequer  bills,  which  was  equivalent  to 
the  fum  difcharged  ;  400,000!.  which  the  Eaft-India 
company  had  flipulated  to  pay  annually,  in  refpecSl:  to 
the  territorial  acquifiticns  and  revenues  lately  obtained 
in  the  Eaft ;  the  two  quarterly  receipts  from  the  fink¬ 
ing  fund,  ending  January  5,  and  April  5,  1770,  .which 
|  amounted  together  to  1,072,6151.  were  charged  upon  the 
aids  and  fupplies;  likewife  139596!.  remaining  in  the 
exchequer,  April  5,  over  and  above  the  furplus  of  the 
finking  fund;  and  55,495!.  in  the  hands  of  the  pay- 
mafler-general  of  his  Majefty’s  forces.  Five  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  wTas  raifed  by  a  lottery,  for  which  the 
next  year  was  to  be  charged  in  payment  of  the  prizes  to  an 
equal  amount.  The  produce  of  the  finking  fund  was  an¬ 
ticipated  in  the  fum  of  1,700,0001.  The  whole  amount 
of  ways  and  means  was  7,794,2241.  and  exceeded  the  efti- 
mate  of  fupplies  by  344,182!. 

Such  wasthe  firft  inftance  of  the  new  financier’s  abilities, 
towards  alleviating  the  national  burdens.  With  the  affi fiance 
which  government  received  from  the  Eaft-India  company, 
a  large  fum  from  the  paymafter-general,  and  anticipating 
the  produce  of  the  finking  fund,  the  minifter  paid  off  a 
million  and  a  half  of  the  national  debt,  and  reduced  two 
millions  and  a  half  of  four  per  cent  flocks  *  to  three  per 

*  This  was  part  of  twelve  millions  borrowed  in  1762,  for  which 
four  per  cent,  intereft  was  to  be  paid  for  19  years,  after  which  time,  the 
flock  was  to  be  reduced  to  three  per  cent,  per  annum  ;  the  fubfcribers 
were  farther  gratified  with  one  per  cent,  on  the  loan  for  a  very  long 
term.  The  minifter  therefore,  gave  8 1,  for  an  annuity  of  20  s.  per 
ann.  for  eleven  years* 
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Cent,  by  allowing  the  holders  81.  for  every  hundred  pound 
flock  in  two  lottery  tickets ;  reckoning  the  tickets  at 
14I.  each,  and  felling  them  to  fuch  ftockholders  at  10I. 
each.  By  this  reduction  25,0001.  per  annum  was  faved 
to  the  nation  in  interefl ;  but  as  the  whole  produce  of  the 
lottery  was  diftribu ted  into  prizes  which  were  to  be  paid  in 
money,  and  as  the  half  million  which  they  amounted  to 
was  applied  to  the  current  fervice  of  the  year,  the  national 
debt  was  increafed  half  a  million  ;  and  reckoning  the  in- 
terefl  thereupon  at  thiee  and  a  half  per  cent,  government 
continued  to  pay  to  the  public  17,5001.  per  annum  ;  fo 
that  in  confequence  of  that  tranfadlion,  7,5001.  was  faved 
Jtt  the  annual  mt-ere/l  of  the  national  debt,  and  a  yeaLs  in-* 
tereft  for  half  a  million. 


A  few  days  after  the  ruing  of  parliament,  another  humble 
addrefs,  remonftrance,  and  petition  of  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen  and  common-council  of  the  city  of  London, 
was  prefented  to  his  majefty  *  which  exprelTed  the  deep 
concern  which  the  city  of  London  felt,  at  the  awful  fen* 
tence  of  cenfure  lately  palTed  upon  it,  in  his  majefty’s 
anfwer  from  the  throne  ;  and  after  recapitulating  the  grie¬ 
vances  complained  of  in  former  addreftes,  it  concluded  with 
a  prayer  to  heaven,  that  his  majefty  might  reign,  as  kin^s  * 

only  can  reign,  in  and  by  the  hearts  of  a  loyal,  dutiful, 
and  free  people. 

His  majefty  in  his  anfwer  told  them,  that  he  fhould 
have  been  wanting  to  the  public,  as  well  as  tohimfelf,  if 
he  had  not  exprelTed  his  diffatisfaflion  at  the  late  addrefs. 
After  which  the  lord  mayor  requefted  leave  to  reply,  which 
being  granted,  his  lordfhip  addreffed  his  fovereign,  and 

*  It  is  to  be  prefumed  that  kings  of  England  are  here  meant. 

^  2  befi<red 
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begged  leave  to  declare  in  his  royal  prefence,  on  behalf  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  how  much  the  bare  apprehenfion  of 
his  majefty’s  dilpleafure  would,  at  all  times,  affeCt  their 
minds ;  the  declaration  of  which  had  filled  them  with  in- 
exprefflble  anxiety,  and  with  the  deepeft  affliction.  He  fup- 
plicated  his  majefty  not  to  difmifs  them  from  his  prefence 
without  fome  comfort,  and  profpedt  at  leaft  of  redrefs.  No 
anfwer  beinp-  returned,  the  lord  mayor  and  thofe  who  ac- 
companied  him  withdrew. 

The  birth  of  a  princefs  occafioned  the  city  of  London  to 
prefent  a  congratulatory  addrefs  to  his  majefty  on  that 
event,  a  week  after;  when  the  lord  chamberlain  acquainted 
the  lord  mayor,  that  as  his  lordfhip  thought  fit  to  fpeak  to 
his  majefty  after  his  anfwer  to  the  late  remonftrance,  he  was 
directed  to  inform  him,  as  it  was  unufual,  his  majefty  de- 
fired  that  nothing  of  that  kind  might  happen  for  the  future. 
This  was  the  laft  public  tranfaCHon  in  which  Mr.  Beckford 
was  engaged.  He  died  three  weeks  after  of  a  fever.  As  he 
pofiefted  a  very  ample  fortune,  was  fplendid  and  munificent 
in  his  manner  of  living,  had  a  ftrong  and  agreeable  elocu¬ 
tion,  and  fteadily  oppofed  the  meafures  or  the  court,  he 
was  greatly  refpe&ed  and  confided  in.  His  influence  was 
exerted,  to  check  and  reftrain  the  jarring  interefts  which 
prevailed  among  the  leaders  of  oppofition  in  the  city.  A 
foicety  had  been  formed  under  the  title  of  The  Suppoiteis 
of  the  Bill  of  Rights,5’  one  principal  objeft  of  which  was 
to  exonerate  Mr.  Wdlkes  from  his  debts.  Soon  after  Mi. 
Beckford’s  death,  violent  diflentions  broke  out;  many  of 
the  members  feceded,  and  called  themfelves  6C  The  Confti- 
tutional  Society.”  Thefe  two  bodies  of  men  entertained 
a  hearty  contempt  for  each  other,  and  the  objeCt  of  pro¬ 
curing  redrefsof  the  violated  rights c>f the  electors  of  Great- 
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Britain,  which  had  at  firft  united  them,  Teemed  loft  in  pri- 
vate  animofities. 

Lord  Chatham,  who  had  flrenuoufly  exerted  himfelf  to¬ 
wards  the  clofe  of  the  feffion,  had  predicted,  that  a  great 
blow  either  was,  or  would  foon  be  Truck,  in  fome  part 
ol  the  world.  The  event  proved  how  well  that  confum- 
mate  ftatefman  was  acquainted  with  the  refolutions  which 
were  formed  in  foreign  cabinets,  for  in  the  month  of  June, 
1770,  a  fquadron  of  Spanifh  fhips  failed  from  Buenos 
Ayres,  for  the  purpofe  of  feizing  upon  Falkland’s  Iflands, 
where  the  Englifh  a  few  years  before  had  made  a  fettlement, 
by  eredling  a  fort  which  they  called  Egmont,  and  where 
two  Hoops  then  lay.  The  Spanifh  commander,  Don  Ma¬ 
dariaga,  fummoned  the  fort  to  furrender  to  the  catholic 
king;  which  being  refufed,  he  proceeded  to  pofiefs  himfelf 
01  it  by  force  of  arms.  Captain  Farmer,  who  commanded 
m  the  fort,  having  remonflrated  in  vain  againfl  the  infult 
which  was  offered  the  king  his  mafter,  in  a  time  of  profound 
peace,  was  obliged  to  fubmit.  A  capitulation  was  Turned, 
after  which  the  captain  and  garrifon  were  detained  in  port 
twe nty-nine  days,  and  the  rudder  of  his  &ip  taken  away, 
before  he  was  permitted  to  return  home. 

Thefe  iflands  are  fituated  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Traits 
of  Magellan,  and  are  the  moft  defolate  and  dreary 
of  habitable  regions,  although  not  fo  high  in  fouth- 
ern  latitude,  as  the  ifland  of  Anglefea  lies  °to  the  north; 
but  many  reafons  induced  our  court  to  form  a  fettlement 
there.  It  was  in  contemplation  to  encourage  a  whale 
fifhery  in  thofe  fouthern  regions  from  North  America, 
and  the  poiTeifion  of  this  fpot  was  thought  beneficial  for 
the  purpofe  of  exploring  the  South  Sea,  which  at  that  time 
Was  a  favourite  purfuit.  The  French  had  claimed  thefe 

C  3  iflands. 
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iflands,  in  confequence  of  M.  de  Bougainville  having 
vifited  them  before  Commodore  Byron  ;  he  gave  them  the 
name  of  Malounes,  and  his  court  transferred  the  right 
therein  to  the  Spaniards ;  but  the  Englifh  claim  was 
founded  upon  a  difcovery  made  of  them  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth. 

That  the  court  of  Spain  fhould  look  with  a  jealous 
eye  on  a  fettlement  made  by  the  Englifh,  in  a  part  of 
the  world  where  the  Spaniards  had  excluded  all  other 
nations,  is  no  ways  furprifing;  but  that  fhe  fhould 
be  hardy  enough  to  deprive  us  by  force  of  that  pof- 
feflion,  in  violation  of  the  peace  which  then  fubfifted, 
and  when  fhe  had  fo  lately  felt  the  force  of  our  arms  in 
every  quarter  of  the  world,  which  in  lefs  than  a  twelve- 
month  had  opened  to  themfelves  a  way  to  all  her  refources  of 
wealth  •  that  fhe  fhould  rifque  the  irritating  of  fuch  a  power, 
argued  great  temerity  ;  an  utter  oblivion  of  the  moderation 
and  lenity  which  dictated  the  laft  peace  on  the  part  of 
Great-Britain,  and  a  full  perfuafion  that  her  late  victorious 
adverfary,  from  fome  fecret  caufe,  operating  ftrongly  on 
every  department  of  the  hate,  was  funk  into  a  condition, 
which  made  her  np  longer  dreaded.  It  was  remarked,  that 
the  expedition  againft  Port  Egmont  did  not  appear  to  have 
been  a  fudden  ill-concerted  enterprize,  but  to  have  been 
conducted  not  only  with  the  ufual  military  precautions, 
but  in  all  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  war.  A  frigate  was 
firft  employed  to  examine  the  ftrength  of  the  place,  a 
meffage  was  then  fent  by  Don  Francifco  Buccarelli,  the 
governor  of  Buenos  Ayres,  demanding  immediate  poffefHon 
in  the  catholic  king’s  name,  and  ordering  our  people  to 
depart ;  at  laft  a  military  force  appeared,  and  compelled  our 
garrifon  to  furrejider* 
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News  of  this  expedition  arrived  at  Cadiz  the  latter  end 
of  Auguft,  immediately  upon  which  Mr.  Harris,  our  charge 
ties  affaires  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  fent  advice  of  this  tranf- 
adtion  to  Lord  Weymouth,  fecretary  of  date,  which  ar¬ 
rived  about  the  fame  time  that  the  Prince  de  MafTerano,  the 
Spanifh  ambaflfador,  had  acquainted  his  lordfhip,  that  he 
had  good  reafon  to  believe  his  catholic  majefty’s  governor 
of  Buenos  Ayres,  had  taken  upon  him  to  make  ufe  of 
force,  in  order  to  difpoflefs  the  Englifhof  their  fet dement 

to* 

at  Port  Egmont  in  Falkland’s  Iflands ;  adding,  that  he 
was  directed  to  make  this  communication,  to  prevent  the 
bad  confequences  which  might  arife  from  its  coming 
through  other  hands  ;  and  exprefing  hiswifhes,  that  what¬ 
ever  the  event  at  Port  Egmont  might  be,  in  confequence 
of  a  ftep  of  the  governor,  taken  without  any  particular 
inftrudtion  from  his  catholic  majefty,  it  might  not  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  meafures  at  this  court,  dangerous  to  the  good 
underftanding  which  fubfifted  between  the  two  crowns. 
Lord  Weymouth  hereupon  afked  the  ambaflador,  if  he 
was  ordered  to  difavow  the  condudt  of  M.  Buccarelli  the 
governor;  which  was  anfwered  in  the  negative,  until  he 
fliould  hear  from  Madrid,. 

When  Mr.  Flams  applied  to  M.  de  Grimaldi,  the 
prime  minifier  of  Spain,  for  a  difavowal  of  this  hoftile  pro¬ 
ceeding,  his  anfwer  was  very  unfatisfadfory  :  he  faid,  the 
Britifh  court  had  reafon  to  forefee  fuch  an  event  would 
happen,  fince  our  eftablifhment  there  was  notorioufly  dis¬ 
approved  by  Spain.  He  could  not,  he  faid,  blame  the  con¬ 
duct  of  M.  Buccarelli,  as  it  was  founded  on  the  laws  of 
America;  but  added,  that  his  catholic  majefty  was  very 
defirous  of  peace,  having  fo  little  to  gain  and  fo  much  to 
lofe  by  a  war  ;  therefore  he  would  avoid  it  at  any  rate  con- 
Jjjiftejit  with  his  own  honour,  and  th.e  welfare  of  his  people. 
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A  few  days  after  he  acquainted  Mr.  Harris,  that  the 
king,  his  matter,  was  refolved  to  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  terminate  this  affair -in  an  amicable  manner;  that 
therefore  he  admitted  our  demand,  and  that  he  afiented  tq 
it  in  every  point  confident  with  his  honour,  which,  as  well 
as  ours,  was  to  be  confidered  :  that  however,  as  this  mat¬ 
ter  could  only  be  determined  in  London,  and  not  at  Ma¬ 
drid,  orders  had  been  given  to  Prince  Mafferano  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  Lord  Weymouth  the  feveral  ideas  which  had  been 
fug^etted  on  this  head  ;  and  as  they  only  differed  in  the 
terms,  and  not  effcntially,  he  trufted  fome  one  of  them 
would  be  adopted. 

Prince  Mafferano,  on  receipt  of  his  defpatches,  propofed 
a  convention  between  the  two  crowns,  in  which  he  fhould 
difavow,  in  the  name  of  the  king  his  matter,  any  particular 
orders  given  to  M.  Buccarelli  upon  this  occafion  ;  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  acknowledged  him  to  act  agreeably  to  his 
general  inttruclions,  and  to  his  oath  as  governor;  the 
rettitution  of  Falkland’s  Ifiands  was  to  be  thereby  acceeded 
to,  without  any  injury  to  his  catholic  msjetty’s  right  to 
thofe  ifiands  ;  but  the  king  of  Great-Britain  was  at  the 
fame  time  called  upon  to  difavow  on  his  part,  a  menace 
of  one  of  his  captains,  which  was  faid  to  have  occafioned 
the  fteps  taken  by  the  Spanifh  governor, 

i  *  1  *  1  * 

This  mode  of  adjufting  the  difference  by  convention,  was 
rejedled,  as  totally  inadmifiible  ;  notwithftanding  which, 
our  miniftry  did  not  defpair  of  an  accommodation  at  the 
time  when  the  parliament  met  Indeed,  before  the  news 
of  the  capture  of  Port  Egmont  had  been  officially  known, 
fjxteen  fail  of  the  line  had  been  put  into  commifiion;  Ad- 
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jmiral  Keppel  was  appointed  to  command  the  fleet,  and 
prefs  warrants  were  iiTued  out  for  manning  it.  The  people 
of  England  are  ever  ready  to  draw  the  fvvord,  when  either 
their  intered  or  their  honour  appears  to  be  atmcxed.  On. 
this  occafion  the  nation  felt  itfelf  infulted,  and  called  for 
vengeance  ;  but  our  national  drength  was  not  found  ade¬ 
quate  to  great  undertakings ;  our  navy,  the  pr.ue  and  the 
protedfion  of  England,  during  an  eight  year  s  peace,  had 
been  fufifered  to  fall  into  decay  ;  and  when  the  furveyor  of 
the  navy,  to  whom,  under  the  fird  lord  of  the  admiialty, 
this  important  truft  was  committed,  found  his  delinquency 
revealed,  he  eluded  the  refentment  of  his  country  by  a  fud- 
den  death.  The  failors,  who  had  been  ever  ready  in 
former  conteils  to  embark  in  a  war  with  Spain,  were  now 
backward  to  engage  in  the  fervice  ;  this  was  chiefly  owing 
to  the  ill-treatment  which  both  the  ioldiers  and  failors  re¬ 
ceived  who  went  on  the  expedition  againd  the  Havannah, 
the  laft  and  mod  dedrucfive  fervice  in  the  late  war;  in 
which,  the  common  men  received  fcarce  any  proportion  of 
the  vad  wealth  which  was  acquired  ;  owing  to  a  fecret  re¬ 
gulation  being  fettled  at  home,  before  the  expedition  fet 
forward,  by  which  the  commander  in  chief  ot  the  fleet  <md 
army,  were  to  receive  one  third,  indead  of  one  eighth  of  the 
prize  money 

In  the  king’s  fpeech,  it  was  obferved,  that  “the honour 
pf  the  crown,  and  the  rights  oi  the  people,  were  deeply 
£  deeded  by  an  adl  of  the  governor  of  Buenos  Ayres.  T  his 
expreflion  was  much  animadverted  upon,  and  the  minider 

*  This  ftipulation  was  one  of  the  firft  ads  of  the  miniftry  who 
fucceeded  Mr.  Pitt,  and  (tamps  an  indelible  difgrace  on  all  concerned. 
It  was  a  flagrant  a£t  of  injuftice  to  make  a  fecret  bargain,  whereby 
?:o,coo  men  were  deprived  of  tlieir  hard-earned  rewaid. 
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ms  feverely  cenfured  both  in  parliament  and  without 
doors,  for  caufing  his  royal  mailer  to  reprefent  to  his  peo¬ 
ple,  an  open  ad  of  hoftility  authorifed  by  the  catholic 
kmg,  as  an  ad  of  a  governor.  Nor  were  the  fubfequent 
parts  of  the  fpeech  lefs  criticifed  :  this  ad,  it  was  faid,  to 
avoid  the  mention  of  a  regular  fiege  and  furrender,  palTes 
under  the  piratical  defcription  of  feizing  by  force,  and  the 
thing  taken  is  defcribed  not  as  part  of  the  king’s  territory, 
or  proper  dominion,  but  merely  as  “  a  poffeifion  a  word 
cxprefsly  chofen  in  contradidion  to,  and  exclufive  of,  the 
idea  of  right.  But  the  caution  ufed  in  the  manner  of 
wording  the  fpeech,  may  be  very  well  defended.  Our  right 
to  the  wretched  fpot  for  which  we  contended,  had  ever 
been  difputed  by  Spain.  When  Lord  Anfon  returned  from 
bis  circumnavigation  of  the  globe,  he  recommended  a  fet- 
tlement  being  made  on  Pepy’s  or  Falkland’s  Iilands  which 
would  adually  have  been  carried  into  execution,  but  for 
the  remonftrances  made  by  the  court  of  Spain  ;  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  which  it  was  totally  laid  aiide,  until  Lord 
Egmont  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  in  1764, 
a  nobleman,  whom  one  of  the  ableft  advocates  for  the  con- 
du&  of  adminiftration  in  this  bufmefs,  defcribes  as  pof- 
fe fling  a  vigorous  and  ardent  mind  ;  whofe  knowledge  was 
extenfive,  and  whofe  defigns  were  magnificent;  but  who 
had  fomewhat  vitiated  his  judgment,  bv  too  much  indul¬ 
gence  of  romantic  projefts  and  airy  fpeculations.  But 
however  this  may  be,  the  new  fettlement  was  made  with 
great  caution,  the  commanding  officer  at  Port  Egmont 
being  infixed,  to  warn  off  any  other  European  power 
who  might  attempt  to  make  a  fettlement  on  Falkland’s 
Iflands  ;  but  if  he  found  any  already  ellablifhed  there,  he 
was  then  to  make  a  joint  fettlement  with  fuch,  if  they  re- 
fufed  to  depart  after  due  warning ;  referring  the  decifion  of 
tight  to  their  two  fovereigns. 


There 
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There  appears  to  be  a  moderation,  not  unmixed  with 
firmnefs,  in  adminiftration,  during  this  conteft;  which 
renders  the  condua  purfued  on  this  occafion,  diffimilar  to 
that  which  has  been  adopted  on  all  our  difputes  with  Spain, 
in  former  reigns  :  if  if  did  not  refemble  the  fpirited  attacks 
made  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  as  foon  as  fhe  difcovered  the 
intentions  of  the  Spanifh  monarch,  it  was  equally  un¬ 
like  the  abjea  condefcenfions  of  her  pufillanimous  fucceftor. 

It  had  nothing  of  the  greedy  thirft  of  fpoil  which  led  Crom¬ 
well  to  wage  an  unjuft  war  with  Spain,  nor  of  that  deci- 
ftve  boldnefs,  which  at  one  ftroke  made  us  mafters  of  her 
navy  in  the  reign  of  George  I.  but  then  it  was  as  free  from 
any  thing  like  Walpole’s  felfifh  indifference  to  the  interefts 
of  the  nation.  The  conteft:  was  not  for  dominion,  or  for 
any  valuable  commercial  objed,  but  for  a  point  of  honour  ; 
whether  we  fhould  hold  a  barren  ifland,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Spanifh  territories,  of  which  we  had  taken  pofieiiion  on 
the  preemption  of  having  a  prior  right  thereto,  but  which 
right,  as  already  obferved,  had  ever  been  difputed  by 
Spain. 

Nor  is  it  difficult  to  affign  reafons  for  this  moderation 
in  the  Britifh  cabinet.  It  feems  to  have  been  a  fettled 
principle  from  the  very  commencement  of  the  prefent  reign, 
to  keep  clear  of  foreign  war  as  much  as  poffible.  The  long 
reign  of  George  II.  was  confidered  as  having  thrown  too 
much  weight  into  the  fcale  of  the  people  ;  it  was  reprefented, 
by  thofe  who  poffeffed  the  royal  confidence,  that  a  turbulent 
factious  fpirit  was  gone  forth ;  that  the  infolence  of  the 
vulgar  exceeded  the  example  of  former  times;  that  all  refped 
for  lawful  authority  was  loft,  and  the  licentioufnels  of  the 
prefs  had  levelled  all  diftindions,  whether  of  birth,  for¬ 
tune,  or  talents,  traducing  with  a  bold  effrontery  the  cha- 
raders  moft  eminent  for  wifdom  and  virtue.  The  body  of 
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En^lifh  facntry  m  general,  adopted  thefe  fentiments,  and 
were  ready  to  concur  with  the  court  to  reftrain  the  violence 
of  the  lower  orders  in  the  Hate:  the  manners  of  the  a*e 
be,„g  formed  by  wealth,  luxury,  and  refinement,  mad“e 
‘  ultS  of  ^  mob  appear  more  dreadful  than  the  en- 
croachments  of  a  minifter  ;  and  the  liability  which  govern¬ 
ment  feemed  now  to  have  acquired,  notwithftanding  the 
ftrong  oppofition  which  had  been  formed  againft  it,  point¬ 
ed  out  the  prefent  feafon  as  the  moft  proper  for  introdu- 
cing  internal  regulations.  Whilft  a  time  of  peace  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  effecH  thefe  objects  at  home,  it  was  ffiH  more 
mquifite,  for  pursuing  the  meafures  which  were  thought 
expedient  to  bring  the  American  colonies  under  due 
iubordination  to  the  parent  Hate.  Thefe  confutations, 
probably,  induced  our  mmifters  to  continue  the  negocia- 
tion  with  the  ambaffador  and  court  of  Spain,  during  the 
months  of  September,  October,  and  November.  At  length 
Lord  Weymouth  informed  Mr.  Harris,  that  from  the  con* 
duel:  of  Prince  Mafferano,  he  faw  but  little  reafon  to  ex- 
ped  an  amicable  termination  of  this  affair ;  and  advifed  him 
rf  poffible,  to  convey  an  hint  of  this  to  the  lieutenant- 
governor  of  Gibraltar,  and  the  confuls  at  the  different 
ports  of  Spain.  The  governor  of  Gibraltar  was  alfo  order- 
cl  to  embark  immediately  for  that  fortrefs. 


.  ‘  Uch  vvas  the  Pofturc  of  affairs  when  the  parliament  ad¬ 
journed  for  the  Chriftmas  recefs,  during  which,  Lord  Wey- 

mouth  refigned  his  port,  and  was  fucceeded  by  the  Earl  of 

Rochford  *,  who,  a  few  days  after  his  appointment,  wrote 


Mr. 


Many  othei  changes  took  place  at  the  fame  time  ,  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  refigned  h,s  port,  of  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  was 
.ucceeded  by  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  ;  the  Earl  of  Suffolk  vvas  appointed 
keeper  of  the  pnvy-feal  «  the  room  of  the  Earl  of  .Halifax,  who  fuc- 
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Mr„  Harris'  a  letter  of  recall  ;  but  a  month  after,  he  di- 
reded  him,  by  another  letter,  to  return  to  Madrid,  as 
there  were  reafons.  to  believe,  that  frefli  propofitions  of  fa- 
tisfadion  would  be  made  for  the  injury  done. 

On  the  day  the  parliament  met,  after  the  recefs  f,  a  de¬ 
claration  was  figned  by  Prince  Mafferano,  and  an  accept¬ 
ance  thereof  by  the  Earl  of  Roch;ord.  By  the  former, 
the  ambaffador,  in  the  name  of  his  mafter,  difavowed  the 
violence  ufed  at  Port  Egmont,  and  ftipulated  that  every 
thing  fhould  be  reftored  there,  precifely  to  the  fame  ftate  in 
which  they  were  before  the  redudion  ;  but  at  the  lame 
time  declared,  that  this  reftoration  was  not  in  any  wife  to 
affed  the  queltion  of  the  prior  right  of  fovereignty  over 
thofe  iflands  :  and,  by  the  acceptance,  the  performance  of 
thefe  flipulations  was  to  be  conhdered  as  a  fatisfadion  for 
the  injury  done  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain. 

When  the  declaration  and  acceptance  had  been  laid  oe»OiC 
parliament,  an  addrels  was  prefented,  tor  copies  o*  ail 
claims  and  propofitions,  made  by  tire  court  of  Spain,  ie~ 
lative  to  Falkland’s  Iflands,  from  the  firft  fettlement  of  it, 
together  with  the  anfwers.  I  his  produced  nothing  plu¬ 
vious  to  the  demand  which  the  governor  or  Buenos  Ayie> 
made,  30th  of  November  1769,  for  the  Englifh  to  quit 

ceeded  Lord  Sandwich  as  fecretary  of  hate  for  the  noi them  department. 
The  great  feal,  which  had  been  held  by  commiffion  ever  fince  Lord 
Camden  was  divefted  of  it,  was  at  length  given  to  Mr.  Bathurft,  who. 
was  created  Baron  Apfley,  and  appointed  Lord  Chancelioi.  fbli.  LC 
Orey  was  made  chief  jultice  of  the  Common  Pleas  ;  Mr.  "1  huilow,  at¬ 
torney-general}  and  Mr.  Weddeburne,  who  had  been  firongly  mgagM 
in  oppofition,  became  folicitor-general,  and  alfo  cofferer  to  the  queen  ; 
by  which  laft  appointments  mini  dry  gained  a  very  able  advocate, 
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the  if! and,  and  no  one  paper  relative  to  the  claims  or 
prefentations  made  by  the  court  of  Spain,  fince  the  firft 
fettlement  there,  nor  the  anfwer  given  ;  and  the  firffc  of 
Lord  Weymouth’s  Letters,  which  was  dated  September  12, 
was  marked  No.  io.  Neither  did  the  papers  laid  before 
parliament,  explain  in  what  manner  the  negotiation  had 
been  relumed.  The  anfwer  given  to  thefe  enquiries  was* 
that  no  other  papers  could  be  found.  However,  the  fub- 
fequent  conduct  of  government  proved,  that  there  were 
lecret  ftipulations  on  the  part  of  Great-Britain,  which  the 
miniflry  did  not  choofe  fhould  meet  the  eye  of  parliament. 
i  or,  though  Falkland’s  Iflands,  Port  Egmont,  its  forts,  and 
other  dependencies,  were  reifored  to  the  Eno-ljfh  on  the 
l6th  of  September  1771,  in  conformity  to  his  catholic 
majefty’s  declaration,  yet  in  1774,  orders  were  fent  out 
for  evacuating  the  place  ;  which  was  done  accordingly  and 
no  fettlement  has  fince  been  made  there.  The  fudden  re- 
fignation  of  Lord  Weymouth,  may  be  fuppofed  to  have 
been  occafioned  by  his  diflike  of  this  compromife  *. 

The  condudf  of  Spain,  throughout  this  tranfadlion,  is 
extremely  myflerious;  and  as  our  government  has  not 
thought  lit  to  elucidate  it,  we  are  left  to  form  conjectures 
merely.  1  he  confequence,  naturally  to  be  expedted  from 
fuch  a  forcible  feizure  of  an  Englifh  eolony,  was,  an  im~ 

#  The  terms  on  which  peace  was  reftored  have  been  divulged  by  the 
Count  de  Guines,  who  was  then  the  French  ambaffaaorat  the  court  of 
London  5  who,  to  exculpate  himfelf  from  charges  which  were  brought 
againft  him  of  having  fpeculated  in  the  funds,  and  incurred  Ioffes  which 
he  could  not  make  good,  laid  open  the  negotiation.  By  his  account  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  iflands  were  reftored  to  Great-Britain,  on  condition  of 
their  being  afterwards  evacuated  ;  and  to  accelerate  the  reiteration  of 
peace  between  the  three  kingdoms,  our  miniftry  agreed,  that  this  king¬ 
dom  fhould  be  the  firft  to  difarm  j  confiding  in  the  affurances  of  France 
and  Spain,  that  they  would  follow  her  example, 
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mediate  rupture  with  Great- Britain ;  and,  although  the 
Spanifh  government  had  taken  every  poflible  method  of  de¬ 
fending  their  diftant  fettlements  from  all  future  attacks,  yet 
that  kingdom  was  fo  unequal  to  a  naval  conteft  with  us, 
and  the  wealth  annually  drawn  from  the  new  world,  would 
be  thereby  fo  much  hazarded,  that  to  precipitate  a  war, 
appeared  to  be  a  folly  of  the  firft  magnitude.  Againft  thefe 
motives  for  a  pacific  fyftem  in  Spain,  may  be  placed  the 
national  charadler,  haughty,  vindictive  and  brave,  which 
takes  fire  at  any  fuppofed  infult,  and  renounces  interefc  at 
the  call  of  honour.  Such  national  propenfities  to  war,  are 
not  checked,  but  promoted,  by  the  difpofition  of  the  prefent 
monarch,  who  loves  the  clang  of  arms,  although  he  pol- 
feffes  none  of  thofe  talents  which  are  neceflary  to  form  a 
military  prince;  and  his  antipathy  to  the  Englifh  is  fup¬ 
pofed  to  have  fubfifted  ever  fince  the  year  1740,  when,  be¬ 
ing  king  of  Naples,  a  Britifh  fleet  compelled  him  to  with¬ 
draw  his  troops  from  the  Spanifh  army,  and  fign  a  neu¬ 
trality,  in  order  to  fave  his  capital  from  deftrudtion. 

The  clofe  connexion  which  fubfifted  between  the  two 
branches  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  leaves  no  room  to  doubt, 
that  the  court  of  Verfailles  was  to  have  become  a  party  in 
the  war,  had  it  broke  out,  although  the  kingdom  of  France 
was  not  in  a  fituation  to  begin  new  broils.  The  mifeon- 
dueft  of  Louis  XVth,  had  been  the  chief  caufe  of  the  de¬ 
feats,  difgraces,  and  bankruptcy,  which  had  attended  the 
laft  war ;  as  weak  kings  are  frequently  moft  tenacious  of 
defpotic  rule,  this  monarch  was  fond  of  exercifing  every  at¬ 
tribute  of  abfolute  fovereignty,  and  demanded  from  his 
parliament  an  implicit  acquiefcence  in  his  edidfs.  Whilft 
the  Englifh  nation  befieged  the  throne  with  their  complaints 
againft  the  houfe  of  Commons,  the  French  were  excited 
to  a  ferment*  almgft  as  violent*  againft  their  king,  for  his 
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authoritative  control  over  their  parliaments  ;  and  the  noble 
ftand  which  thofe  aflemblies  made  againft  the  mandates  of 
a  tyrant,  was  admired  and  refpeCied  by  the  whole  nation. 
Nor  was  this  the  only  fource  of  difcontent  againft:  the  fove- 
reign  :  notwithftanding  the  vail  revenues  of  France,  yet 
the  intereft,  payable  upon  the  debts  contracted  during  the 
laft  war,  together  with  the  expences  of  government,  and  of 
the  crown,  exceeded  the  income,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1769,  upwards  of  three  millions  and  a  half  if erling  an¬ 
nually.  By  forced  reductions  of  intereft,  which  only  an 
arbitrary  government  is  able  to  make,  but  which  muff  in¬ 
evitably  deftroy  all  confidence,  and  deprive  the  ft  ate  of 
relief  in  future  exigencies,  confiderable  favings  were  made, 
and  new  impofts  on  the  people  furnifhed  fome  provifion  for 
this  annual  wafte*.  Although  fuch  was  theexhaufted  ftate  of 
France,  yet  the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  who  was  prime  minifter, 
appeared  inclined  to  enter  on  a  war  with  Great-Britain. 
When  Lord  North  was  afked,  in  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
whether  France  had  interpofed  or  not  in  our  difpute  with 
Spain,  he  did  not  choofe  to  refolve  that  queftion  ;  and  as 
Choifeul  quitted  his  employments  a  little  before  the  court  of 
Spain  came  into  the  terms  infilled  upon  by  the  Britifh  ca- 
inet,  it  is  highly  probable,  that  this  concefiion  was  forced 
from  it,  by  her  ally  having  adopted  anewfyftem  of  condudl. 

The  expences  which  Great-Britain  had  incurred  by  prepar¬ 
ing  for  war,  were  enormous.  Immediately  on  the  meeting 
of  parliament,  forty  thoufand  feamen  were  voted ;  the 
barge  of  which,  together  with  the  ordinary  of  the  navy, 
uilding  and  rebuilding  (hips,  and  the  payment  of  a  navy- 
debt,  amounted  to  3,082,499  k  The  land  forces  in  Great- 
ritain,  Guernfey,  and  Jerfey,  were  augmented  to  twenty- 
three  thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  effeefive  men, 
ncluding  two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  two  invalids, 

*  Price,  on  the  debts  and  refources  of  France, 
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which,  together  with  the  extraordinary  expences  of  the 
army,  amounted  to  1,858,779!.  Thefum  of  28,3651.  was 
Voted  to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  to  reimburfe  them  the 
expences  incurred  by  the  expedition  againft  the  Manillas  ; 
and  6009  1.  to  the  American  province  of  New  Hampfhire* 
to  reimburfe  it  the  expences  of  provifions  and  flores  to  the 
troops  raifed  by  them  for  the  campaign  of  the  year  1756; 
r, 800, 000  1.  in  Exchequer  bills  was  renewed;  fo  that  the 
whole  amount  of  the  fupplies  for  the  year  1771,  was 
7, 1 58,799  1.  To  raife  which,  the  land-tax  was  fixed  at  4  s. 
in  the  pound,  and  the  duties  upon  malt  were  as  ufual ;  the 
third  yearly  payment  from  the  EafE  India  Company,  of 
400,0001.  was  applied,  200,000 1.  was  raifed  by  a  lottery* 
691,9771.  was  drawn  from  the  finking  fund  to  the  5th  of 
April,  being  the  fum  remaining  in  the  Exchequer,  after  the 
anticipation  of  the  former  year  had  been  paid  off.  That 
fund  was  again  charged  with  1,650,000  1.  for  the  current 
year,  and  the  overplus  of  grants  for  the  fervice  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  was  applied  to  the  prefent  fupply,  amounting 
to  89,6581.  two  hundred  additional  hackney-coaches  were 
licenfed,  for  each  of  which  5  s.  a  week  was  to  be  paid.  The 
ways  and  means  were  calculated  to  exceed  the  fupplies, 
481,0031. 

During  this  feflion  of  parliament,  a  circumflance,  in  it-* 
felf  trivial,  caufed  a  great  mifunderflanding  between  the 
two  houfes  :  Before  the  Chrifhnas  recefs*  the  Duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond  made  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  for  quickening  our  pre¬ 
parations,  and  putting  our  valuable  pofTeffions  in  the  Weft 
Indies  and  the  Mediterranean,  in  a  proper  flate  of  defence# 
In  his  fpeech,  he  expatiated  on  the  defencelefs  flate  of 
Gibraltar,  when  he  was  interrupted  by  a  propofal  being 
made*  that  the  houfe  fhould  be  immediately  cleared  ;  this 
was  objected  to*  and  a  great  ,clamour  enfued.  Eighteen 
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peers,  difgufted  at  the  proceedings  of  the  minifterial  party* 
quitted  the  houfein  a  body  ;  and  foon  after,  feveral  members 
of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  who  attended  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe  with  a  bill,  were,  on  their  delivering  of  it,  defired  to 
withdraw.  Many  of  the  peers  who  had  withdrawn  from 
the  houfe  of  Lords,  proceeded  to  that  of  the  Commons, 
and  were  there,  when  the  members,  who  had  been  excluded 
the  upper  houfe,  returned  to  their  feats,  and  represented  the 
treatment  they  had^uft  then  received.  A  gentleman  on  the 
treafury-bench  hereupon  moved,  that  the  houfe  fhould  be 
cleared,  peers  and  all,  which,  after  fome  oppofition,  was 
carried  ;  fo  that  thofe  very  lords,  who  had  quitted  their  own 
houfe  in  difguft,  at  finding  themfelves  unable  to  prevent  the 
members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  being  excluded  from 
thence,  were  driven  from  the  other  houfe,  by  the  refent- 
ment  which  that  very  exclufion  had  excited.  Much  ill 
blood  was  bred  between  the  two  houfes  by  this  conduct. 
The  lords  foon  after  iffued  ftri&  orders,  that  no  perfon 
v/hatever  fhould  be  admitted  into  their  houfe  for  the  future, 
except  fuch  members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  as  fhould 
come  to  prefent  bills,  and  they  alfo  to  depart  as  foon  as 
they  had  made  the  ufual  obediences.  This  mifunderftand- 
incr  continued  during  the  remainder  of  the  feftion.  A  pro¬ 
teft  again  ft  this  order  was  entered  on  the  journals,  figned  by 
fixteen  peers. 

The  apprehenfions  ot  foreign  war  being  now  removed, 
frefh  internal  contentions  difturbed  this  feafon  of  repofe. 
The  houfe  of  Commons,  in  the  cafe  of  the  Middlefex  elec- 
tion,  had,  themfelves,  defined  their  own  privileges,  and  had 
maintained  them  in  defiance  of  the  clamour  and  difeontent 
which  the  nation  exprefled  againft  a  power  felf-created, 
till  then,  unknown  in  the  latitude  in  which  it  was,  in  that 
cafe,  exercifed.  The  alarm  which  this  innovation  had 

fpread,  was  at  length  fo  much  fubiided*  that  no  farther 

commotions 


/ 


Vv?«k;.  I 


C  35  ] 

commotions  were  to  be  apprehended  from  the  eftablifhment 
of  the  precedent,  when,  all  at  once,  the  houfe  was  drawn 
into  a  difgraceful  conteft,  not  upon  a  national  queftion, 
but  with  a  few  inconfiderable  individuals,  which  termi¬ 
nated  very  unfavourably  to  the  dignity  of  parliament. 


The  printers  of  certain  news-papers,  had  inferted  in  thofe 
publications,  what  they  called  the  fpeeches  of  particular 
members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  :  this  prefumption,  the 
members  on  whom  the  fpeeches  were  fathered,  complained 
of  to  the  houfe,  and  the  printers  were  ordered  to  attend  ; 
which  order  they  did  not  think  proper  to  comply  with  :  the 
meffengers  reported,  that  they  had  not  feen  the  printers  $ 
and  the  houfe  made  an  order,  that  the  leaving  the  fummons 
at  the  printer’s  houfe,  lliould  be  deemed  a  fufticient  notice 
of  attendance.  The  practice  of  retailing  in  periodical  pub¬ 
lications  the  fubftance  of  what  was  delivered  in  parliament* 
guarded  however  by  feigned  names  and  a  flight  tranfmuta- 
tion  of  circumftances,  had  prevailed  for  near  forty  years  j 
and  the  writer,  who  has  now  rifen  to  the  higheft  eminence* 
and  who,  on  account  of  the  magnitude  of  his  conceptions, 
and  great  compafs  of  knowledge,  has  been  ft  vied  “  the  Co- 
loflus  of  Literature,”  was  one  of  the  firft  who  regularly  gra¬ 
tified  the  public  with  the  debates  of  the  fenate.  Individuals 
were  frequently  difpleafed  with  the  liberty  which  was  taken 
with  their  harangues,  and  were  folicitous  to  confine  their 
fentiments  within  the  walls  where  they  were  delivered  j 
and  there  are  inftances,  in  which  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
as  a  body,  have  adopted  the  fentiments  of  fuch  members, 
and  ordered  publiftiers  into  cuftody  for  printing  their 
fpeeches.  In  the  prefent  inftance,  the  gentleman  who 
lodged  the  complaint ftated,  that  he  had  been  grofsly 
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mi  (rep  re  fen  ted,  and  that  the  fpeech  given  in  the  news-pa¬ 
pers  as  his,  had  a  tendency  to  injure  him  greatly  in  the 

✓ 

opinion  of  his  conftituents.  This  brought  on  a  debate  upon 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs.  It  v/as  laid,  that  minifterial  writ¬ 
ers  were  publicly  encouraged  in  the  mold  flagrant  abufes 
of  the  prefs,  and  that  while  this  was  done  in  one  inftance, 
whereby  fome  of  the  moil  refpedfable  characters  in  the  king¬ 
dom  were  mangled,  without  regard  to  fhame  or  to  truth,  it 
was  in  vain  to  curb  it  in  other  cafes,  or  to  fay  to  licentiouf- 
nefs,  fo  far  fhalt  thou  go,  but  no  farther  ;  and  that  altho’ 
mifreprefentations  of  any  member  were  undoubtedly  infa¬ 
mous,  yet  they  ought  to  be  legally  punifhed  by  the  perfon 
injured,  and  not  by  the  authoriry  of  the  houfe ;  which, 
however  well  fupported  by  precedent,  not  being  conducted 
by  the  ordinary  forms  of  legal  proceeding,  had  ever  an 
odious  and  opprefftve  appearance.  It  was  maintained,  that 
except  the  inftances  in  which  the  houfe  of  Commons  is  a 
court  of  judicature,  to  which,  from  the  nature  of  their  of¬ 
fice,  a  coercive  power  muft  belong,  and,  excepting  fuch 
contempts  as  immediately  interrupt  their  proceedings,  they 
have  no  legal  authority  to  imprifon  a  man  for  any  fuppofed 
violation  of  privilege  whatfoever.  I  he  privilege  now 
claimed  has  never  been-  defined  or  confirmed  by  ftatute ; 
neither  can  it  be  faid,  with  any  colour  of  truth,  to  be  a  part 
of  the  common  law  of  England,  which  had  grown  into  pre- 
icription  long  before  we  knew  any  thing  of  the  exiflence  of 
a  houfe  of  Commons.  The  power  of  creating  new  privi¬ 
leges  has  been  formally  renounced  by  both  houfes,  and  there 
is  no  code,  fay  they,  in  which  we  can  ftudy  the  law  of  par¬ 
liament.  To  eftablifh  a  claim  of  privilege  in  either  houfe, 
and  to  diflinguifh  original  right  from  ufurpation,  it  muft 
appear,  that  it  is  indifpenfibly  neceffary  for  the  performance 
of  the  duty  they  are  employed  in,  and  alfo,  that  it  has  been 

uniformly  allowed.  There  is  no  precedent,  from  the  year 
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1265,  to  the  death  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons  having  imprifoned  any  man,  not  a  member  of 
their  houfe,  for  contempt,  or  breach  of  privilege.  They 
never  took  the  power  of  punifhing  into  their  own  hands  ; 
they  either  fought  red  refs  by  petition  to  the  fovereign,  or  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  houfe  of  Lords;  and,  when  fatisfadtion  was 
denied  them,  or  delayed,  their  only  remedy  was,  refufing  to 
proceed  on  the  King’s  bufinefs, 

As  the  fubjedt  of  privilege,  as  claimed  by  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  now  became  agitated,  the  principles  of  the  con¬ 
futation,  particularly  as  they  affected  the  rights  affumed  by 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  were  enquired  into,  and 
much  valuable  knowledge  communicated  from  the  prefs.  A 
writer  of  diftinguifhed  abilities  infilled,  that  the  greateft  and 
mod  exceptionable  parts  of  the  privilege  of  parliament  now 
contended  for,  were  introduced  and  aliened  by  a  houfe  of 
Commons  which  abolifned  both  monarchy  and  peerage,  and 
whofe  proceedings  could  be  no  ways  reconciled  to  the  forms 
of  the  conftitution.  It  is  a  leading  maxim  of  the  laws  of  ' 
England,  and  without  it  all  laws  are  nugatory;  that  there  is 
no  right  without  a  remedy,  nor  any  legal  power  without  a 
courfe  to  carry  it  into  effect,  Let  the  power  now  in  quef- 
tion  be  tried  by  this  rule.  The  courts  of  criminal  juftice 
are  open  to  profecutions,  which  the  attorney-general  rtiay 
commence  by  information,  or  indictment.  A  libel  tending 
to  afperfe  or  vilify  the  houfe  of  Commons,  or  any  of  its 
members,  may  be  as  feverely  punifhed  in  the  court  of  King’s-^ 
Bench,  as  a  libel  upon  the  King;  and  the  houfe  will  con- 
fult  its  real  dignity  much  better,  by  appealing  to  the  laws 
when  they  are  offended,  than  by  violating  the  fijrft  principle 
ef  natural  juftice,  which  forbids  us  to  be  judges,  when  WQ 
are  parties  to  the  caufe. 
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It  was  however  the  opinion  of  a  very  great  majority,  that 
the  dignity  of  that  houfe  mull  be  fupported  at  all  events, 
and  that  the  delinquents  fhould  be  taken  into  the  cuflody  of 
the  ferjeant  at  arms,  for  contempt  of  the  orders  ifiued  by 
the  fpeaker. 

At  any  other  time,  the  offenders  would  have  been  left  to  feel 
the  refentment  of  that  power,  whofe  authority  they  had  trifled 
with  ;  but  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  apian  was  now  formed 
to  fhew  to  the  world,  how  little  able  the  Commons  of 
England  were,  to  fupport  that  controling  power  over  the 
fubjedl,  which  they  had  aflumed,  whenever  the  civil  magif- 
tracy  fhould  refufe  its  concurrence.  Thofe  who  were  moil 
interefled  in  the  decifion  upon  the  Middlefex  eledlion,  were 
undoubtedly  the  chief  infligators  to  this  contefl  ;  and  the 
refradlory  printers  were  imboldened  in  their  contumacy  by 
a  junto,  who  aimed  at  difgracing  parliament.  The  language 
which  thefe  held  was,  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from 
prerogative,  but  every  thing  from  undue  influence,  for¬ 
merly  it  was  the  interefl  of  the  people,  that  the  privileges 
of  parliament  fhould  be  left  unlimited  and  undefined :  at 
prefent,  it  is  not  only  their  interefl,  but  neceffary,  even  to 
the  prefervation  of  the  conflitution,  that  the  privileges  of 
parliament  fhould  be  flriclly  afcertained,  and  confined  within 
the  narrowefl  bounds  the  nature  of  their  jnflitution  will 
admit  of.  Upon  the  fame  principle  that  prerogative  was 
refilled  in  the  lafl  century,  privilege  is  now  to  be  refilled. 
It  is  immaterial,  whether  the  crown,  by  its  own  immediate 
a£l,  impofes  new,  and  difpenfes  with  old,  laws,  or  whether 
the  fame  arbitrary  power,  produces  the  fame  effedls,  through 
the  medium  of  the  houfe  of  Commons. 

In  confequence  of  the  orders  given  to  the  ferjeant  at  arms/ 
that  officer  went  to  the  houfes  of  the  parties,  but  they  were 
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conftantly  denied  to  him  ;  and  their  fervants  even  accom* 
panied  their  anfwers  with  contemptuous  fneers,  which  the 
officer  reported  to  the  houfe;  whereupon  it  was  refolved  to 
addrefs  the  throne,  praying  his  majefty  to  iflue  his  royal 
proclamation  againft  the  delinquents,  and  offering  a  reward 
for  apprehending  them;  which  was  accordingly  inferred  in 
the  Gazette,  and  fifty  pounds  a  piece  offered  for  taking 
them. 

Hereupon,  Wheble,  one  of  the  printers  mentioned  in  the 
proclamation,  was  apprehended,  and  carried  before  Alder- 
man  Wilkes  at  Guildhall,  and  was  by  him  difeharged,  and 
bound  over  in  a  recognizance  to  prolecute  the  captor  for  an 
a  Haul  t  and  falfe  imprifonment ;  who  was  alfo  obliged  to  give 
bail  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  feffions,  to  anfwer  for  the 
offence.  The  magiftrate  then  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of 
Halifax,  fecretary  of  {fate,  informing  him  of  his  proceed¬ 
ing,  and  the  motives  which  led  him  fo  to  a£f.  Wheble, 
he  obferved,  was  not  charged  with  any  crime  in  the  pro¬ 
clamation,  and  without  fome  crime  being  charged  and 
proved,  it  was  violating  the  rights  of  an  Englifhman,  as 
well  as  the  chartered  privileges  of  the  city  of  London,  to 
take  fuch  a  man  into  cuffody. 

Thompfon,  the  other  printer,  was  apprehended  in  like 
manner  ;  and  in  like  manner  difeharged  by  Mr,  Alderman 
Oliver.  Certificates  were  given  by  the  two  magiffrates  to 
the  parties  who  apprehended  Wheble  and  "I  hompfon, 
teftifying  their  having  brought  the  perfons  deferibed  in  the 
proclamation  before  them,  whereby  they  might  lay  claim 
to  the  reward  offered  in  the  proclamation.  The  claimants 
had  literally  executed  the  bufinefs  for  which  the  rewaid  was 
promifed,  in  carrying  the  perfons  deferibed  before  proper 
magiffrates,  as  was  directed  to  be  done  3  but  the  whole  was 

D  4  evidently 


[  40  ] 

evidently  a  mere  collufion,  and  utterly  repugnant  to  the 
fpirit  of  the  proclamation.  The  lords  of  the  treafury  there¬ 
fore,  refufed  to  pay  the  reward  for  a  tranfadlion  fo  nuga¬ 
tory. 

The  houfe  of  Commons  feemed  to  grow  more  determined 
in  its  refentment  upon  being  thus  baffled.  Six  other  printers 
were  now  named  ;  and  a  motion  was  made,  feconded,  and 
agreed  to,  that  they  fhould  be  proceeded  againfl.  Miller^ 
the  printer  ol  the  London  Evening  Poll,  one  of  the  fix, 
was  apprehended  by  a  meffenger  of  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
in  his  own  houfe  *.  He  immediately  fent  for  a  conftable, 
whom  he  charged  to  take  the  meffenger  into  cuftody,  and 
carried  him  to  the  Manfion-houfe,  before  Brafs  Crofby,  the 
lord  mayor  ;  where  the  aldermen  Wilkes  and  Oliver  like- 
wife  fat.  The  deputy  ferjeant  at  arms  attended,  and  de* 
manded  in  the  name  of  the  Speaker,  that  both  the  meffenger 
and  the  printer  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  him;  this  was 
refufed  by  the  lord  mayor,  who  afked  for  what  cfime,  and 
upon  what  authority  the  meffenger  had  arrefled  the  printer ; 
it  was  anfwered,  that  he  had  done  it  by  warrant  from  the 
Speaker.  It  was  then  afked,  if  that  warrant  had  been 
hacked  by  a  city  magiflrate  ;  which  being  anfwered  in  the 
negative,  the  warrant  was  demanded,  and  after  much  al-r 
tercation  produced  ;  and  its  invalidity  being  argued  by  the 
printer’s  counfel,  the  three  magiflrates  prefent  difcharged 
him  from  confinement.  Miller  then  proceeded  to  lodge  a 
complaint  againfl  the  meffenger  for  an  affault  and  falfe  im- 
prifonment,  and  having  proved  the  fadfs  to  the  fatisfadUon 
of  the  court,  the  meffenger  was  afked  for  bail ;  which  the 
ferjeant  having  refufed  to  comply  with,  a  warrant  for  his 
commitment  to  prifon  was  made  out,  and  figned  by  the 
lord  mayor  and  the  two  aldermen  ;  which  was  no  fooner  exe-* 
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cuted,  than  the  ferjeant  confented  to  the  giving  of  bad, 
which  was  admitted* 

The  boldnefs  of  this  proceeding,  and  the  open  defiance 
which  was  hurled  at  parliamentary  privileges,  when  claimed 
independent  of  law,  aftonifhed  the  nation  5  whilft  the  indig¬ 
nation  of  the  houfe  at  the  infult  which  their  ofiicer  had  re¬ 
ceived,  rofe  to  a  height  that  -Teemed  to  threaten  fevere 
chaftifement  to  the  magifterial  triumvirate.  I  he  lord 
mayor  and  Mr.  Oliver,  being  members  of  the  houfe,  were 
ordered  to  attend  in  their  places  ;  and  Mr.  Wilkes,  at  the 
bar  of  the  houfe.  The  two  members  accordingly  attended. 
The  lord  mayor  was  much  indiipofed  ;  he  juftified  his 
conduft  by  the  oath  of  office  he  had  taken,  and  by 
which  he  was  obliged  to  obferve  inviolable  the  franchifes  of 
the  city  of  London,  He  farther  alleged,  that  the  city 
charters  excepted  citizens  from  any  law-procefs  being 
ferved,  by  any  other  than  their  own  proper  officers.  He 
pleaded,  that  thefe  chartered  privileges  were  recognized  by 
an  aft  of  parliament.  Such  being  the  obligations  under 
which  he  was  laid,  as  chief  magiftrate,  it  became  his  indif- 
penfible  duty  to  aft  in  the  manner  he  had  done,  and  prayed 
to  be  heard  by  counfel  ;  but  this  was  not  permitted,  it  being 
obferved,  that  it  was  abfurd  for  counfel  to  befuftered  to  plead 
at  the  bar  of  that  houfe,  againft  its  privileges  :  the  rejefting 
this  requeft  to  be  heard  by  counfel,  was  alfo  fupported  by  a 
precedent,  drawn  from  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 

The  lord  mayor’s  clerk  was  then  ordered  to  attend  with 
the  book  of  minutes ;  and  being  ordered  up  to  the  table,  a 
motion  was  made  and  carried,  that  the  recognizance  of 
Whittam  the  mefienger,  which  was  there  cntcied,  fhould 

|se  erafed  out  of  the  book ;  after  which,  a  refolution  was 
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palled,  that  there  fhould  be  no  farther  proceedings  at  law 
in  that  cafe. 

Confidering  the  difpofition  which  was  fhewn  to  difpute 
the  authority  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  the  permitting  the 
clerk  to  attend  with  the  minutes,  in  confequence  of  an 
order  from  the  Speaker,  will  appear  to  be  giving  up  the  point 
for  which  they  contended,  in  that  inflance.  Indeed,  the 
order  might  have  been  complied  with,  for  the  purpofe 
of  infnaring  the  houie  ;  on  the  fuppofition  that  more 
difgrace  would  accrue  from  their  erafing  a  public  record, 
than  from  reiterated  contempt  being  fhewn  to  its  fummonfes. 
But  the  true  reafon  was,  that  the  alderman  who  then  fat, 
was  not  difpofed  to  maintain  the  conteft. 


This  new  kind  of  noli  profequi  was  ilrongly  inveighed 
againfl  by  many  members.  It  was,  they  faid,  affuming  and 
cxercifing  a  power  of  the  moft  dangerous  nature,  with 
which  the  conilitution  had  not  mtrulled  any  part  of  the 
legiflature ;  and  that  the  effacing  of  a  record,  flopping  the 
com  fe  of  j ull ice,  and  fufpending  the  law  of  the  land,  were 
among  the  heaviefl  charges  that  could  be  brought  againft 
the  mofl  arbitrary  defpot. 

The  advocates  for  the  privileges  of  the  houfe  main¬ 
tained,  that  the  charter  of  the  city  of  London  being  grant¬ 
ed  by  the  crown,  no  rights,  thereby  conveyed,  could  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  inherent  privileges  of  that  houfe;  as  the 
crown  itfelf  had  no  power  to  make  fuch  grants,  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  being  a  check  upon  the 
other  branches  of  the  legiflature  ;  that  confequently,  their 
caufe  was  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  of  the  people  at  large  ; 
and,  if  the  powers  or  the  houfe  of  Commons  were  weak¬ 
ened,  the  fecurity  to  liberty  would  be  equally  fo.  It  was 

then 
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then  refolved,  that  the  difcharging  of  Miller  from  the 
cuftody  of  the  meffenger,  was  a  breach  of  privilege.  1  he 
numbers  for  the  refolution,  two  hundred  and  feventy- 
tWo  againft  ninety.  The  houfe  then  refolved,  that  it  was 
a  breach  of  privilege  to  apprehend  the  meffenger  of  the 
houfe  executing  his  warrant,  under  pretence  of  an  affau  t ; 
and  that  it  was  a  breach  of  privilege,  to  hold  the  meflengcr 
to  bail  for  fuch  pretended  affault.  1  he  bufinets,  when 
advanced  to  this  ftage,  had  detained  the  houfe  till  one 
o’clock  in  the  morning.  Mr.  Oliver  was  then  afked,  what 
he  had  to  urge  in  his  defence  ?  He  replied,  that  he  owned 
and  gloried  in  the  faeff  laid  to  his  charge  ;  no  juftification, 
he  knew,  could  avert  the  punifhment  intended  for  him ; 
he  was  confcious  of  having  done  his  duty,  and  w_as_  indif¬ 
ferent  about  the  confequences  5  and  as  he  thought  it  in  vain 
to  appeal  to  juftice,  fo  he  defied  the  threats  of  power. 


Hereupon  it  was  moved,  that  Mr.  Oliver  fhould  be  fent 
to  the  Tower  ;  which,  after  much  warm  debate,  was  car¬ 
ried  by  one  hundred  and  feventy  to  fifty-eight,  and  he  was 
accordingly  conveyed  thither  at  that  late  hour,  by  virtue 
of  the  Speaker’s  warrant.  The  lord  mayor  being,  at  that 
time,  much  indifpofed,  the  proceedings  againft  him  were 

deferred. 


Whilft  thefe  matters  were  depending  in  parliament,  a 

court  of  common  council  was  fummoned  at  Guildhall, 

when  Alderman  Trecothick  officiated  as  locum  tenens  for  the 

lord  mayor.  Public  thanks,  in  writing,  were  there  voted  to 

the  lord  mayor  and  the  two  aldermen,  for  having  fupported 

the  privileges  and  franchifes  of  the  city,  and  defended  our 

excellent  conftitution.  A  committee  of  four  aldermen  and 

eight  commoners,  was  alfo  appointed  to  affift  them  in  ma  - 
6  ing 


[  44  ] 

iiig  their  defence,  with  inftru&ions  to  employ  fuch  counfe] 
as  they  ihould  think  proper  upon  this  important  occafion, 
and  powers  to  draw  upon  the  chamber  of  London  for  any 
fum  not  exceeding  500 1. 


Two  days  after  the  commitment  of  Mr.  Oliver*,  the 
lord  mayor,  with  his  committee,  attended  the  houfe  of 
Commons  to  receive  his  fentence.  The  populace,  on  this 
occafion,  aflembled  in  vaft  crowds,  and  many  violences 
were  committed  on  fuch  members  of  parliament  as  had  in¬ 
curred  their  refentment.  The  whole  ftrength  of  the  civil 
power  was  exerted  on  this  occafion,  to  repel  the  popular 
Jury  ;  and,  at  length,  by  the  interpofition  and  perfuafion 
of  fome  members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  who  flood  on 
the  be  ft  terms  with  the  people,  the  mob  were  prevailed 
upon  to  retire  at  a  greater  diftance  from  Weftminfter*hall, 
which  they  had,  in  a  manner,  clofely  befieged.  The  military 
power  was  not  called  forth  upon  this  day’s  tumult,  althoJ 
a  large  body,  both  of  horfe  and  foot,  were  in  readinefs,  if 
exigencies  demanded  their  interpofition. 


The  houfe  being  afTembled,  the  lord  mayor  faid,  he 
looked  upon  his  cafe  as  already  prejudged,  and  would 
therefore  add  nothing  to  what  he  had  before  urged  in  his 
defence.  The  houfe,  however,  on  account  of  his  ill  ft  ate 
of  health,  were  inclined  to  fhew  him  lome  indulgence  ;  and 
it  was  moved,  that  he  fhould  be  taken  into  the  cuftody 
of  the  ferjeant  at  arms,  inftead  of  being  fent  to  the  Tower  ; 
but  the  magiftrate  difclaimed  all  fuch  lenity,  and  faid,  that 
whatever  might  be  his  ftate  of  health,  he  gloried  in  un¬ 
dergoing  the  fame  fate  as  his  friend.  T  he  queftion  for  his 
commitment  to  the  Tower  was  then  put,  and  carried  by 
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two  hundred  and  two  againft  thirty-nine.  On  his  way 
thither,  although  it  was  now  midnight,  the  populace  took 
his  horfes  from  his  coach,  and  drew  it  to  Temple-bar. 
When  arrived  there,  they  fiiut  the  city  gates,  and  infilled 
on  the  deputy  ferjeant,  who  accompanied  the  lord  mayor, 
quitting  the  coach,  and  proceeding  no  farther.  1  he  lord 
mayor  was  hereupon  obliged  to  interpofe,  and  by  alluring 
them  that  the  gentlemen,  who  were  with  him,  were  his 
particular  friends,  and  were  to  accompany  him  home,  re¬ 
moved  their  apprehenfions.  They  then  proceeded  to  diag 
the  carriage  onwards,  with  fhouts  of  applaufe,  to  the 
manfion-houfe,  where  the  ovation  ended.  Idis  lordfhip, 
as  loon  as  the  mob  difperfed,  proceeded  privately  to  the 
Tower. 

The  two  prifoners  were  foon  after  brought  up  by  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  to  the  court  of  Common  Fleas,  when,  after 
a  full  hearing  of  their  counfel,  the  judges  were  unani- 
moufly  of  opinion,  that  the  court  was  not  competent  to 
judge  of  the  conduct  of  thehoufe  of  Commons;  whereupon 
the  prifoners  were  remanded,  and  continued  in  their  con¬ 
finement  until  the  end  of  the  feflion,  receiving  addrefles  of 
thanks  and  congratulations  from  various  parts  or  the  king¬ 
dom. 

It  required  no  uncommon  fliare  of  difeernment  to  foretel, 
that  the  inflexibility  of  the  city  magiftrates,  would  entangle 
the  ho ufe  of  Commons  in  a  difpute,  in  which  they  had 
every  thing  to  lofe  and  nothing  to  gain  ;  but  the  difgraces 
which  this  precipitate  conduct  drew  after  it,  were  not 
completed  by  the  commitment  of  the  lord  mayor.  he 
.  fupporters  of  parliamentary  edi&s,  were  now  extremely  em- 
barrafled  how  to  proceed  againft  the  other  culprit,  Mr. 

Wilkes ;  they  had  already  experienced  both  his  firmnefs 

and 
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and  abilities,  and  appeared  really  afraid  of  encountering  a 
man  of  his  unconquerable  fpirit.  Thofe  who  wifhed  farther 
to  involve  the  houfe,  afked,  why  that  gentleman  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  triumph  in  his  contumacy  ?  was  he  above  or  be¬ 
low  the  law  ?  Was  it  fear  or  contempt  that  dilated  fuch 
a  conducf  ?  ri  hefe  farcafms  occafioned  an  order  to  be  ifTued, 
that  Mr.  W  ilkes  fhould  attend  ;  but  inflead  of  obeying  the 
luminous,  that  gentleman  addreffed  a  letter  to  the  Speaker, 
in  which  he  obferved,  “  that  in  the  order  for  his  atten¬ 
dance,  no  notice  was  taken  of  his  being  a  member  of  the 
houie,  and  that  he  fhould  attend  in  his  place  ;  which  cir- 
cumflance,  he  faid,  according  to  the  fettled  form,  ought 
to  have  been  mentioned.  In  the  name  of  the  freeholders  of 
Middlefex  he  again  demanded  his  feat  in  parliament,  being 
ready  to  take  the  oaths  preferibed  by  law,  and  to  give  in 
his  qualification  as  knight  of  the  fbire.  When  thus  ad¬ 
mitted  to  his  feat,  he  would  give  the  houfe  an  exadl  detail, 
which  would  necefiarily  comprehend  a  full  j unification  of 
his  conduct,  relative  to  the  late  illegal  proclamation ; 
equally  injurious  to  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  the 
rights  of  the  fubjedls  ;  and  likewife  the  whole  bufinefs  of 
the  printers.  He  had  acted,  he  faid,  entirely  from  a  fenfe 
of  duty  to  the  great  city,  whofe  franchifes  he  was  fwrorn  to 
maintain,  and  to  his  country,  whofe  noble  conftitution  he 
revered,  and  whofe  liberties,  at  the  price  of  his  blood,  to 
the  laft  moment  of  his  life,  he  would  defend  and  fupport.” 

This  letter  a  member  prefented  to  the  Speaker  whilft  the 
houfe  was  fitting  ;  but  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  being  taken,  it 
was  neither  received  nor  admitted  to  be  read.  Other  orders 
were  iflued  for  his  attendance,  to  which  he  paid  no  regard. 
At  length,  a  fefb  days  before  the  recefs  at  Eafter,  the  houfe 
hit  upon  fuch  an  expedient  to  get  rid  of  this  bufinefs,  as 
fully  proved  the  deep  dilemma  into  which  they  were 

plunged ; 
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plunged  :  they  iflued  an  order  that  he  fhould  attend  on  the 
eighth  of  April,  and  then  adjourned  to  the  ninth.  So 
much  had  the  idea  of  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  from  whence  thefe  proceedings  origi¬ 
nated,  been  loft  in  the  conteft  ! 


Such  members  as  from  the  firft  had  oppofed  thefe  mea- 
lurcs,  did  not  fail  to  utter  the  moft  mortifying  reproaches 
on  the  ignominious  conclufion  of  this  unfortunate  bufi- 

O 

nefs.  They  faid,  every  exertion  which  the  houfe  had 
made*  in  defence  of  their  privileges,  had  only  tended  to 
lower  the  eftimation  in  which  their  power  was  held  by  the 
world.  Their  commands  were  not  obeyed,  nor  their  pu- 
nifliments  dreaded  ;  for  the  people  having  converted  them 
into  marks  of  honour,  they  muft  be  confidered  as  con¬ 
ferring  rewards.  The  majority  in  the  houfe,  not  only 
felt,  but  acknowledged  the  propriety  of  thefe  remarks  ;  but 
they  were  defirous  of  taking  fome  meafures  by  which  thefe 
confequences  might  be  removed,  and  the  power  and  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  eftablifhed  on  a  refpedtable 
bafts.  Accordingly  a  fpecial  committee  was  chofen  by 
ballot,  for  the  purpofe  of  afterting  and  maintaining  their 
dignity.  The  refult  of  fuch  an  appointment  excited  great 
expectations  in  the  public,  and  nothing  ftiort  of  expulfton 
and  difqualification  was  expeCted  to  fall  on  the  imprifoned 
members,  whilft  the  punifhment  v/hich  awaited  Mr, 
Wilkes  was  more  doubtfully  augured.  After  the  com¬ 
mittee  had  fat  a  conftderable  time,  they  reported  to  the 
houfe,  the  various  cafes  which  appeared  upon  the  journals* 
in  which  that  houfe  had  cxercifed  the  power  of  apprehen- 
fion  and  imprifonment ;  and  concluded  with  recommending 
to  the  houfe,  that  J.  Miller  fhould  be  taken  into  cuftody ; 
which  meafure,  however,  the  houfe  did  not  think  fit  to 

adopt  j  and  this  long  protracted  and  difgraceful  conteft 

was 


E  48  ] 

was  finally  given  up.  Not  but  many  able  fpeakers  laboured 
to  bring  the  houfe,  to  exercife  the  power  of  which  it  was 
poflefted,  of  expelling  its  refractory  members  ;  and  as  it  was 
an  offence  committed  immediately  againft  that  legifiative 
body,  they  urged  the  greater  propriety  of  fuch  a  ftep  in  this 
Infiance,  even  than  in  the  late  expul  lion  of  Air.  Wilkes; 
who  at  that  time,  had  not  filled  up  the  meafure  of  his 

1  . 

iniquity,  by  adding  contempt  of  the  authority  of  parlia¬ 
ment  to  his  other  crimes  ;  but  the  miniftry  were  unwill¬ 
ing  to  make  fo  bold  a  ufe  of  the  precedent  which  had  been 
fo  very  recently  eftablifhed  ;  and  it  appeared  to  many,  to 
be  extremely  doubtful,  whether  it  would  be  in  the  power 
of  government  to  make  head  againft  the  clamour  and  dif- 
content  which  fuch  a  proceeding  would  excite  ;  and  as  the 
leaft  of  two  evils,  the  houfe  of  Commons  was  left  to  bear 
its  difgrace,  rather  than  the  nation  fhould  be  plunged  into 
anarchy. 

The  news- papers,  from  henceforth,  threw  off' all  reftraint, 
and  in  the  courfeof  the  next  leftion,  the  daily  proceedings  of 
parliament  were  circumftantially  related  in  the  prints  of  the 
next  morning  ;  and  whether  the  fentiments  and  exprefiions  of 
each  member,  were  fairly  given,  or  grofsly  perverted,  de¬ 
pending  on  the  capacity  or  humour  of  the  writer,  for  the. 
houfe  no  longer  fulminated  againft  traducers. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  fe/fion,  a  bill  wras  brought  in, 
to  enable  the  Eaft  India  Company  to  raife  and  fupport  a 
military  force,  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  their  fet- 

j  7 

tlements.  Thereby  that  body  was  to  be  empowered  to 
rai  fe  two  thoufand  men,  who  were  to  be  paid  by  the  com¬ 
pany,  but  the  officers  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  crown* 
This  force  was  to  be  compofed  of  fix  hundred  German 
proteftants,  feven  hundred  Irifh  catholics,  and  feven  hun- 
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drecl  were  to  be  raifed  in  England.  Thefe  troops  were  to 
be  fubjedf  to  the  military  laws,  during  their  continuance 
in  England,  and  fourteen  hundred  of  them  were  to  be 
annually  fent  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  It  farther  empowered  the 
company’s  officers  to  recruit  with  beat  of  drum,  in  the  man- 
Her  pradtifed  by  the  regular  troops; 

Among  the  numerous  inftances  which  the  prefent  age 
produces,  of  the  departure  of  governments  and  inferior  com¬ 
munities,  from  thofe  principles  upon  which  they  were  at 
firff  formed*  the  transformation  of  a  body  of  merchants 
into  fovereigns*  virtually  poffeffing  a  large,  rich,  and  po¬ 
pulous  kingdom,  is  the  mod:  fingular  and  remarkable. 
Fourteen  years  had  not  elapfed*  fince  their  principal  fet- 
tlement  in  Bengal,  betame  fubjedl  to  a  barbarous  enemy^ 
and  their  governor,  council*  and  chief  officers,  were  driven* 
like  an  herd  of  cattle,  into  a  noifome  dungeon,  miferably 
to  perifli.  It  then  hung,  nicely  fufpended  in  the  fcales 
of  fate,  whether  the  company  fihould  poffefs  a  foot  of 
land  in  thofe  very  territories,  over  which,  in  lefs  than  a 
twelve  month  afterwards,  they  gained  a  controlling  power. 


1  he  poffeffion  of  the  territorial  revenues  of  the  provinces 
of  Bengal,  Bahar*  and  Oriffa,  had  opened  fuch  inviting 
profpedts  to  ambitious  and  rapacious  men*  that  the  original 
mode  of  carrying  on  a  beneficial  traffic  with  the  natives, 
by  conciliating  their  good-will  and  confidence,  was  entirely 
loft,  in  an  intemperate  rage  for  conqueft,  and  eftablifhing 
the  power  of  the  fword  in  violation  of  juftice  and  humanity. 
The  reprefentations  which  the  company’s  fervants  in  India, 
made  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  there,  appeared  to  be  fo  con¬ 
genial  to  the  intereffs  of  the  proprietary,  that  the  revenues 
of  the  country  became  an  objedt  as  eagerly  fought  after 
as  its  manufadlures :  and,  as  grants  extorted  by  force  of 
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arms,  muff  be  held  by  the  fame  means,  a  continual  fupply 
of  frefh  troops  from  Europe  was  neceffary  ;  the  climate  be¬ 
ing  much  more  fatal  to  the  common  men,  than  the  enemies 
againft  whom  they  were  led. 

The  application,  which  the  company  now  made  to 
parliament,  was  fupported  by  the  weight  of  government. 
The  imports  of  the  company  brought  large  fums  directly 
into  the  exchequer  ;  and  the  Afiatic  wealth  which  centered 
in  the  nation,  greatly  increafed  every  branch  of  the  public 
revenue  in  the  courfe  of  its  circulation  :  and  what  govern¬ 
ment,  now  fubfifting  on  earth,  would  facrifice  fuch  impor¬ 
tant  obje&s  of  finance,  for  the  prefervation  of  public  virtue 
and  the  honour  of  the  national  character  ? 

Many  weighty  objections,  however,  were  made  to  this 
bill  :  that  it  was  unconditional  to  keep  an  armed  power 
in  the  kingdom,  which  was  independent  of  parliament  for 
its  pay  ;  that  the  introducing  of  foreign  troops  was  con¬ 
trary  to  the  aCl  of  fettlement ;  and,  that  it  was  highly  dan¬ 
gerous  to  eftablifh  fuch  a  precedent.  The  replies  made  to 
thefe  objections,  were  chiefly  direCted,  to  fhew  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  the  meafure,  in  order  to  remove  the  inconvenien- 
cies  which  the  company  laboured  under.  It  was  obferved, 
that  a  greater  number  of  men  were  every  year  fent  off  at  pre¬ 
fen  t,  than  was  provided  for  by  this  a&  ;  but  many  were 
obtained  in  an  indire&  and  unwarrantable  manner:  fuch 
were  the  arts  praCtifed  by  the  kidnappers,  and  the  compul- 
fions  ufed  in  lock-up  houfes  ;  and  that  it  was  with  a  view 
to  render  thefe  means  of  recruiting  unneceffary,  that  the 
prefent  plan  was  formed.  Indeed,  the  idea  of  procuring 
German  foldiers,  was,  after  feme  time  dropped;  and  many 
reftri&ions,  as  to  the  regulation  of  the  troops,  whilft  in 
England,  were  propofed  ;  but,  after  the  bill  had  been  twice 

read. 


[  ] 

read,  a  great  majority  in  favour  of  it,  having  been  ob¬ 
tained  each  time,  it  was  thrown  out  on  the  third  reading. 
The  parliament  rofe  on  the  8th  of  May. 

The  death  of  Lord  Halifax,  which  happened  foon  after 
the  rifing  of  parliament,  occafioned  fome  alterations  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  great  officers  of  ftate.  The  Earl  of 
Suffolk  fucceeded  to  the  fecretaryfhip  for  the  northern 
department,  and  the  Duke  of  Grafton  fucceeded  Lord 
Suffolk  in  the  privy- feah 
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A  ^  little  public  bufinefs  was  likely  to  employ  the  two 
^  houfes,  parliament  did  not  mee,t  until  the  21ft  of 


January  1772.  The  ftrength  of  the  miniftry  was  foor 
found  to  be  increafed  by  feveral  members,  who  had,  on  for^ 
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mcr  occafions,  diftinguilhed  themfclves  by  oppofing  themea* 
fares  of  adminiftration,  who  were  now  induced  to  change 
their  fentiments,  and  give  their  entire  fupport  to  government. 
A  ftate  of  public  tranquillity  imparts  liability  to  aminilfer, 
and  as  it  frees  him  from  thofe  reftraints  which  oppofing  fen- 
timents  create,  it  yields  fcope  for  the  exercife  of  his  ta¬ 
lents,  and  the  application  of  them  to  the  general  interefts  of 
the  Hate. 


T wenty-five  thoufand  feamen  were  voted  for  the  fervice  of 
the  current  year,  and  although  it  was  objected  that  fo  large  a 
number  in  time  of  peace  would  add  half  a  million  to  the 
public  burden,  it  was  carried  without  a  divifion.  Sound 
policy  dictates,  that  our  grand  national  fecurity  Ihould  be 
ever  alfiduoully  attended  to,  even  in  the  moll  quiet  times  ; 
but  failors  upon  paper,  are  deftrudfive  means  of  peculation. 
A  great  reform  in  the  guard  Ihips  was  promifed  :  the  con¬ 
duct  with  refpedl  to  them  was  declared  to  have  been  fo 
fliameful,  that  for  many  years  back  they  had  been  confi- 
dered  merely  as  jobs  ;  and,  it  was  faid,  that  at  the  time 
of  the  late  expedled  war,  there  were  neither  Ihips  nor  men 
fit  for  fervice ;  but  that  things  were  now  fo  much  altered 
for  the  better,  that  twenty  of  the  bed  fhips  in  the  navy 
were  kept  upon  that  duty,  and  were  in  fuch  complete 
condition,  and  fo  nearly  manned,  that  a  flight  prefs  would 
at  any  time  enable  them  in  a  few  days  to  proceed  to  fea  : 
that  the  reft  of  the  fleet  was  alfo  in  good  condition  ;  and 
that  in  about  a  year,  we  Ihould  have  near  eighty  fhips  of 
the  line  fit  ‘for  fervice,  befides  thofe  that  were  upon  fo¬ 
reign  duty.. 

The  halcyon  days  of  peace,  with  which  the  nation  was 
now  tleffed,  afforded  a  favourable  opportunity  for  intro- 

ducinz  reformations  in  the  ftate,  and  modelling  legal  efta- 

blilhments 


'--T- 


^  ■ 

p.  V 


[  S3  1 

blifhments  in  conformity  to  the  changes  of  times,  and  the 
fuller  difcovery  of  truth,  which  had  been  made  through  a 
fuccejffion  of  ages,  A  petition  was  therefore  presented  to 
the  houfe  of  Commons  *9  by  Sir  William  Meredith,  figned 
by  a  great  number  of  the  clergy  of  thechurch  of  England, 
and  members  ot  the  profeiHon  of  civil  law  and  phyfic,  pray¬ 
ing  relief  from  the  fubfcription  to  the  thirty-nine  articles 
of  faith. 

This  petition  Hated  it  to  be  one  of  the  great  principles 
of  the  proteffant  religion,  that  every  thing  n e cellar y  to 
falvation,  is  fully  and  fufficiently  contained  in  the  holy 
feriptures;  that  the  petitioners  have  an  inherent  right, 
which  they  hold  from  God  only,  to  make  a  full  apd  free 
ule  of  their  private  judgment  in  the  interpretation  of  thofe 
feriptures  ;  that  though  thefe  were  the  liberal  and  original 
principles  of  the  church  of  England,  and  upo2i  which  the 
reformation  from  popery  was  founded,  they  had  been  de¬ 
viated  from  in  the  laws  relative  to  fubfcription  ;  by  which 
they  are  deprived  of  their  invaluable  rights  and  privileges, 
and  required  to  acknowledge  certain  articles  and  confef- 
iions  of  faith  and  dodtrine,  drawn  up  by  fallible  men,  to 
be  all  and  every  of  them  agreeable  to  the  feriptures. 

Such  fubferiptions  were  farther  reprefen  ted,  as  a  great 
hinderance  to  the  fpreading  of  true  religion,  as  they  difeou- 
raged  free  enquiries  into  the  real  fenfe  of  the  facred  writ¬ 
ings,  tended  to  divide  communions,  and  to  eaufe  mutual 
dillike  among  fellow  proteffants,  That  the  diverlity  of 
opinions,  held  upon  many  of  thefe  articles,  occafoned 
great  animofity  and  ill-will  among  the  eftabliflied  clergy ; 
that  they  afforded  an  opportunity  to  unbelievers  to  charge 
them  with  prevarication,  and  with  being  guided  by  interefted 
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cd  and  political  views,  in  fuoferibing  to  articles  which  they 
could  not  believe,  and  about  which  no  two  were  agreed  in 
opinion  ,  and  that  they  afforded  a  handle  to  papifts,  to  re¬ 
proach  them  with  their  inconfiftency,  by  departing  from  the 
principles  on  which  they  had  grounded  their  reparation  from 
them,  and  now  admitting  of  human  ordinances,  and  doubt¬ 
ful  and  precarious  dodrines,  though  they  pretended  that 
the  feripture  alone  was  certain  and  fufficient  to  falvation. 

The  two  profeffions  of  civil  law  and  phyfic,  complained 
of  the  hardihips  they  fuffered,  at  one  of  the  univerfities 
particularly,  where  they  were  obliged,  at  their  firft  admif- 
fion,  or  matriculation,  and  at  an  age  fo  immatuie  for  dif- 
qu'ifitions  and  decinons  of  luch  moment,  to  fubferibe  their 
unfeigned  affent  to  a  variety  of  theological  proportions,  in 
order  to  be  able  to  attain  academical  degrees  in  their  refpec- 
live  faculties ;  and  that  their  private  opinions  upon  thofe 
fubjedts  can  be  of  no  confcqucncc  to  the  public,  as  the 
courfe  of  their  ftudies  and  the  attention  to  their  pra&ice, 
neither  afford  them  the  means  or  the  leifure,  to  exatnine 
into  the  propriety,  or  nature  of  fuch  propofitions.  They 
alfo  lamented  the  misfortune  of  their  fons,  who,  at  an  age 
before  the  habit  of  reflection  can  be  formed,  or  their  judg-” 
ment  matured,  may  be  irrecoverably  bound  down  in  points 
of  the  higheft  confequence,  to  the  opinions  and  tenets  of 

ao-e s  lefs  informed  than  their  own, 

o  5  • 

*  4  * 

Sir  William  Meredith,  after  having  brought  up  the 
petition,  faid,  that  the  prayer  of  it  was  of  fuch  importance, 
as  highly  merited  the  mod  ferious  confideration  ;  as  griev¬ 
ances  which  affe£l  the  confcience,  are  of  all  others  the  rood 
grievous  :  that  it  was  repugnant  to  that  liberality  of  fenti- 
ment  which  happily  prevailed  in  the  prefent  age,  to  oblige 
people  to  fubferibe  to  the  truth  of  articles  which  they  could 

not . 
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not  believe;  fuch  injun£fions  tended  to  cflablifb,  under 
a  religious  authority,  habits  of  prevarication  and  irreligion  : 
and  were  produdtive  of  great  licentioufnefs  in  the  church, 
and  had  a  farther  tendency  to  deflroy  Chriftian  charity. 
The  removal  of  thefe  unworthy  (hackles  he  affirmed,  would 
give  a  hrmnefs  of  ifrength  to  the  eftablifhed  church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  which  nothing  could  fhake  ;  nor  could  any  danger 
arife  from  fuch  a  reformation,  whilfl  the  hierarchy  and  the 
bifhops  exifted. 


Sir  Roger  Newdigate  was  the  great  champion  of  the  high 
church  party  upon  this  occafion.  He  confidered  the  petiti¬ 
on  as  a  prayer  to  put  an  end  to  the  very  being  of  the  church 
of  England,  as  he  knew  not  where  to  find  it,  as  a  national 
church,  he  laid,  but  in  its  thirty-nine  articles  and  book  of 
common  prayer.  Hie  underflood,  he  faid,  that  the  greater 
number  of  thofe,  who  had  iigned  the  petition,  were  cler¬ 
gymen,  who  muff  therefore  have  fubfcribed  thefe  exception¬ 
able  articles  ;  fo  that  however  tender  their  consciences  are 
at  prefent,  they  could  quiet  them  in  that  inftance.  It 
was  fuch  tender  confciences,  he  faid,  that  fub verted  the 
church  of  England  in  the  laft  century;  and  he  foretold,  that 
fimilar  confequences  would  now  enfue,  if  thehoufe  granted 
the  indulgence  prayed  for.  The  houfe,  he  faid,  had  no 
power  to  difpenfe  with  oaths,  nothing  could  relieve  thofe 
who  had  already  fubfcribed.  He  maintained,  that  the 
houfe  could  not  receive  the  petition,  for  to  comply  with  it, 
w  ould  be  a  diredl  breach  of  the  articles  of  union,  by  which 
England  and  Scotland  are  now  knit  together.  Our  king,, 
as  the  third  part  of  the  flate,  is  bound  by  oath,  never  to. 
gdmit  any  alteration  either  in  the  liturgy  or  in  the  articles. 

Mr.  IJans  Stanley  fpoke  next,  with  much  more  mode¬ 
ration,  though  totally  again!!  the  petition.  He  expreifed. 

E  4  himfelf 
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himfelf  defirrius  of  fhewing  all  due  refpedf  to  fo  ferlous  3. 
fubjedl,  but  he  perceived  a  fort  of  contradiction  in  the 
petition,  which  rendered  it  an  unfit  fubjedt  of  future  deli¬ 
beration  for  the  houfe,  Indeed,  it  was  not  entirely  anew 
propofition,  to  alter  the  religion  of  a  country,  it  had  been 
done  here  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  If  a  change  of 
religion  takes  place  in  the  governing  powers,  it  authorizes 
fuch  an  alteration ;  but  he  obferved,  that  there  was  a  feem- 
ing  contradiction  in  the  inferior  number  coming  to  the 
majority  to  folicit  a  material  alteration  in  religion*.  He 
had  heard  it  pretty  generally  faid,  that  it  was  the  original 
intention  of  the  fubfcribers,  to  objedt  to  certain  articles  of 
the  thirty-nine,  and  to  certain  parts  of  the  litany,  but 
not  being  able  to  agree  among  themfelves  upon  the  parti¬ 
cular  parts  to  be  expunged,  they  had  brought  the  houfe, 
as  well  as  themfelves,  into  a  very  embarrafled  fituation, 
Thefe  gentlemen  apply  to  become  members  of  an  eccle- 
fiaflical  community,  namely,  the  church  of  England,  and 
in  the  fame  breath,  they  defire  the  foundation,  on  which 
that  conftitution  is  built,  to  be  removed. 

He  declared  himfelf  as  warm  a  friend  to  toleration  as  any 
one  within  thofe  walls,  but  he  confidered  toleration  as  a 
relative  term,  fignifying  a  community  which  had  a  natio¬ 
nal  church,  and  tolerated  inferior  fedts.  Every  one  fhould 
certainly  believe  and  profefs  that,  which  in  his  own  mind, 
appears  belt  and  moft  acceptable  to  the  Supreme  Being  : 
but  thefe  petitioners,  he  faid,  feemed  to  wear  the  garb  of 
private  fedtaries.  If  they  have  a  mind,  under  the  fandtion 
of  toleration,  to  teach  what  they  pleafe,  allow  them  fo  to  do, 

#  There  were  about  two  hundred  and  forty  naines  to  the  petition.  It 
s?vas  reckoned  that  two  hundred  clergymen  had  figned  it.  The  clergy 
of  the  church  of  England  were  calculated  to  amount  to  twenty  thou*, 
fand,  by  a  member  of  the  hopfe  of  Commons  on  another  occafion. 

'  ’  “  ;  but 

— *  *  V 


![  57  ] 

/  - 

bat  let  them  not,  under  the  garb  of  the  church  of  England, 
teach  fuch  doarines.  Such  a  conduft  would  be  abfurd,  it 
it  was  followed  by  any  particular  fea,  how  much  more  fo 
to  be  adopted  by  the  eftablifhed  church  !  No  reformer,  he 
in  fitted,  whofe  name  has  been  tranfmitted  down  to  us  with 
any  honour  and  approbation,  ever  framed  to  wild  an  idea, 
as  that  of  putting  all  religious  creeds  upon  a  level. 

The  fir  ft  queftion  is,  Do  you  believe  the  holy  feriptures  ? 
The  fecond  is,  In  what  fenfe  do  you  underftand  them  ?  If 
all  the  founders  of  religious  fyftems,  fays  he,  were  alive  at 
the  fame  time,  1  am  perfuaded  they  would  compofe  as  nu¬ 
merous  an  army,  as  that  with  which  Alexander  fubdued  the 
Perfian  empire,  yet  every  one  of  them  would  derive  his 
tenets  from  the  feriptures  :  but  the  wifdom  or  all  countries 
has  rather  chofen  to  truft  to  explanations,  derived  from  the 
mature  labour  and  confideration  of  a  venerable  and  pious 
hierarchy,  than  to  the  crude  fancies  and  notions  of  every 
afTuming  dogmatizer,  who  defires  to  make  himfelf  famous 
for  the  fingularity  of  his  fentiments :  on  this  account,  fyf- 
tems  and  creeds  have  prevailed  all  over  chriftendom, 

Where  is  the  great  hardfhip  to  perfons,  who  from  fcruples 
of  their  own,  which  they  may  be  very  much  in  the  right  to 
indulge,  if  they  are  fincere,  for  them  to  take  to  other  vir¬ 
tuous  employments,  if  they  cannot  accept  of  church-pre¬ 
ferments  on  the  terms  upon  which  they  are  now  to  be 
taken  ?  But  at  the  fame  time  he  allowed*  that  there  might 
be  many  hard  cafes  $  but  where  are  the  general  laws,  fays 
}ie,  that  can  guard  againft  inconveniencies  to  individuals? 

He  concluded  with  faying,  that  he  thought  the  peace  of 
mankind  a  fortieth  article,  which  he  valued  and  prized  as 
much -.as  the  whole  thirty-nine  s  and  though  there  have 

been 
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been  many  dl-fputes  about  the  civil  adminiftration  of  this* 
country,  yet  refpeding  its  ecclefiaftica!  affairs,  we  have, 
fince  the  acceftion  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  enjoyed  more 
peace,  than  any  other  age,  or  any  other  country  can  boaft ; 
he  therefore  begged  the  houfe  to  confider,  how  far  it  might 
be  prudent  to  agitate  this  matter,  and  how  far  the  corrofives 
of  religious  controverfy,  thrown  in,  when  other  heats  have 
prevailed  too  much,  may  be  likely  to  produce  fatal  confe¬ 
rences.  It  is  inconfiftent,  it  is  dangerous,  to  bring  fuch 
a  bufmefs  before  parliament :  for  though  a  free  country  may 
alter  any  law,  for  law  is  the  creature  of  the  legiflature,  and 
can  be  altered,  yet  there  are  laws  fo  fundamental,  that  they 
cannot  be  altered  without  fhaking  the  bafts  of  the  ftate, 

Mr.  Wedderburne  (folicitor  general)  was  alfc  of  opinion, 
that  to  fubfcribe  a  belief  of  lome  certain  articles  of  faith. 


was  neceflary  for  the  clergy  in  any  eftablifhment  ;  the 
church  of  Geneva,  one  of  the  moft  liberal  eftablifhments  in 
Europe,  he  faid,  impofed  fuch  forms  on  their  clergy  :  the 
cbje&ion  to  granting  the  petition,  becaufe  it  would  violate 
the  a£l  of  union,  he  however  fhewed  to  be  ill  founded,  as 
It  had  been  in  fuch  afenfe  violated  both  with  refped  to  Eng¬ 
land  and  to  Scotland,  the  legiflature  having  exerted  a  power 
of  altering  church-government  fince  the  union,  by  the  ad. 
again  ft  occafional  conformity  in  England  ;  and  that  which 
deftroyed  elective  patronages  in  Scotland,  by  the  latter  of 
which  the  people  at  large  were  deprived  of  the  right  of 
electing  their  paftors. 

\ 

It  was  obferved  by  Mr.  Burke,  that  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land  fubfifted  before  the  thirty-nine  articles  were  framed, 
and  consequently  the  thirty-nine  articles  could  not  be  efien- 
tial  to  the  exiftence  of  the  church  cf  England  :  the  arti¬ 
cles  of  the  church  at  firft  connfted  of  forty-two,  why  then 

might 
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mi^ht  they  not  be  farther  reduced,  as  good  fenfe  and  liberal 
fentiments  gained  ground  ?  But  what,  fays  he,  are  We  to 
underftand  by  the  holy  fcriptures,  which  thefe  gentlemen 
defire  to  make  a  profeffion  of  their  belief  in?  This  appears 
to  be  a  very  indeterminate  idea.  The  Romilh  canon  ad¬ 
mits  of  the  books  of  the  apocrypha  ;  the  canon  of  Luther  ex¬ 
cludes  fome  parts  of  the  pentateuch,  and  the  whole  epiftle  to 
the  Hebrews ;  and  fome  ancient  fathers  have  rejected  the 
book  of  Revelation.  Mankind  are  as  little  likely  to  be  of 
one  mind  on  this  point,  as  on  any  other. 


Sir  George  Saville  obferved,  that  we,  proteftants,  derive 
that  appellation  from  the  firft  adherents  to  thofe  principles 
which  we  profefs,  having  protefted  again  ft  forms  preferibed 
by  human  authority’?  And  fhall  we  maintain  the  neceflity  of 
preferibing  modes  of  faith,  when  our  principles  reject  the 
idea  of  any  fuch  power  belonging  to  human  beings  ? 

Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  reprefented  the  hard  cafe  of  the  clergy, 
Compelled  by  the  conftitution  to  give  a  formal  aflent  to 
points  of  faith  which  they  cannot  poiTibly  believe  ;  and  afked, 
what  would  that  houfe,  or  any  honeft  man  lay,  if  a  judge, 
who  by  his  oath  is  bound  to  adminifter  juftice  conformably 
to  the  law  of  the  land,  fhould  be  obliged  at  the  fame  time 
to  interpret  that  law,  plainly  contrary  to  its  true  fpirit  and 

meaning  ? 

The  houfe  in  general  feerned  to  be  of  opinion,  that  the 
profeffors  of  law  and  phyfic  being  bound  in  matter  of  fub- 
{cription,  was  of  fmall  concernment  to  the  public;  but  it 
was  expreffed  as  a  wifh  on  all  Tides  of  the  houfe,  that  the 
univerfities  would  grant  them  relief  in  that  refpedf,  as  well 
as  to  young  {Indents  at  the  time  of  matriculation. 


Lord 
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Lord  George  Germain  infilled  on  the  latter  being  a  heavy 
grievance  j  lor  a  youth  at  college  to  be  required  to  fign  his 
ailent  to,  or  belief  of  the  thirty-nine  articles,  earlier  than 
the  age  of  fixteen,  when  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  he 
could  underftand  them,  or  had  formed  any  fentiments  about 
them,  and  a  confiderable  time  before  the  meaning  of  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy  was  thought  likely  to  be 
intelligible,  and  confequently  were  not  adminiftered.  He 
informed  the  houfe,  that  the  uni verfity  of  Cambridge  had 
been  applied  to  for  a  repeal  of  thisftatute,  the  pratfice  being 
founded  on  a  by-law  of  their  community,  might  be  laid 
afide  at  pleafure  :  but  notwithftanding  the  power  being 
vefted  in  them,  they  evaded  compliance  with  the  requeft, 

pleading,  that,  as  a  landing  rule,  they  ought  not  to  d-if* 
penfe  with  it, 

The  fame  fpeaker  undertook  to  defend  the  charader  of 
the  petitioners  from  the  imputation  which  had  been  thrown 
out  againfl  them,  that  they  renounced  their  principles, 
when,  by  fubfcribing  the  articles  they  accepted  of  church 
benefices.  He  faid  he  lived  in  a  county,  where  many  of 
the  neighbouring  clergy  had  fignecj  the  petition,  whom  he 
Knew  to  be  worthy,  confcientious,  and  pious  men  ;  many 
had  aflcnted  to  the  articles  with  that  forced  conff  ruCtion 
which  was  p. it  upon  them,  by  thofe  who  could  not  believe  the 
truth  of  fome  of  them.  The  fentiments  which  many  enter¬ 
tained  at  the  time  when  they  gave  their  aflent  to  thofe  arti¬ 
cles,  had  been  by  farther  reflection  changed,  and  their  con¬ 
fcientious  fcruples  being  awakened  by  fuch  a  different  view 
of  things,  rendered  the  ffep  they  were  now  taking  highly 
laudable,  and  acquitted  them  of  all  imputation  of  diflimula-. 
tion  in  their  former  conformity, 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Soame  Jenyns,  in  behalf  of  the  univerfity  of  C am- 
bridge,  fa  id,  that  the  praftice  of  enjoining  a  fubfcription 
to  the  thirty-nine  articles,  being  founded  on  a  royal  ftatute, 
ordained  at  the  inftance  of  king  James  I.  the  univerfity  did 
notconfider  itfelf  at  liberty  to  annul  it. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  debate,  Lord  North  delivered 
his  fentiments  on  the  queftion  :  he  faid,  when  he  came  down 
to  the  houfe,  he  hoped  to  have  feen  nothing  in  the  petition 
to  prevent  him  from  recommending  that  it  (hould  be  laid 
upon  the  table,  meaning  to  oppofe  every  attempt  to  go 
farther.  Hereby  defigning  to  pay  a  compliment  to  the 
petitioners,  out  of  refpeft  to  the  principle  upon  which 
the  petition  was  grounded,  and  then  to  move  that  the  far- 
ther  confideration  of  it  might  be  put  off  for  fix  months  5 
but  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  he  faid,  a  (Longer  objection 
had  arifen  in  his  mind  againft  bringing  it  up,  and  which 
outweighed  every  refpeft  which  he  wiihed  to  have  paid  to 
the  importance  of  the  fubjeft,  for  he  thought  it  repug¬ 
nant  to  the  aft  of  union,  and  if  fuch  indulgences  (hould 
be  granted,  there  would  after  that  time,  be  nothing  that 
could  exclude  a  man  out  of  the  church  of  England,  but 
popery  ;  and  he  was  convinced  that,  to  make  any  innova¬ 
tions  in  the  forms  now  prefcribed  to  the  clergy  of  the 

e(labli(hed  church,  would  occafion  fuch  contentions  in  the 
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nation,  that  not  poppy  nor  mandragora  could  ever  medi¬ 
cine  it  to  its  former  repofe. 

Mr.  Dunning  replied  to  this,  that  he  never  knew  till 
then,  that  it  was  a  principle  of  found  policy  to  narrow  the 
means  of  accefs  to  emoluments  ;  and  he  had  always  thought, 
that  every  good  fubjeft  ought  to  be  confidered  as  entitled 
to  a  proportional  chance  for  obtaining  pofts  of  profit  and 
honour*  Ifi  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  he  faid,  he  had  re¬ 
marked. 
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marked,  that  the  fame  premifes  had  led  different  members 
to  very  oppofite  conclufions  :  one  member  obferved,  that 
our  reformation  from  popery  was  effected  by  the  fpirit 
which  tj(|s  petition  was  defigned  to  promote  j  and  another 
member  afferted,  that  the  granting  this  petition,  had  a  dire£t 
tendency  to  bring  us  back  to  popery.  He  could  not  forefee 
that  the  quiet  of  the  nation  would  be  endangered  by  grant¬ 
ing  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ;  but  if  the  repofe  now  enjoyed, 
partook  at  all  of  that  torpid  ftate  of  infenfibility,  which 
his  lordfhip’s  mandragora  had  diffufed  through  that  houfe, 
he  fhould  wifh  to  fee  it  broke  in  upon  as  foon  as  poflible  ; 
for  it  was  an  alarming  fymptom,  which,  inftead  of  betoken¬ 
ing  health,  was  the  forerunner  of  deftru&ion. 


The  debates  were  continued  till  after  midnight,  when, 
on  a  divifion,  there  appeared  for  receiving  the  petition  71, 
againft  receiving  it  217.  The  petitioners  by  aiming  at  too 
much,  loft  every  thing  :  had  nothing  farther  been  afked 
than  an  exemption  from  fubfeription  to  fome  certain  of  the 
articles,  fuch  requeii  might  probably  have  been  attended  to. 
The  importance  of  this  difcuffion,  has  led  us  to  be  circum- 
Itantial  in  the  relation  of  it.  The  debates  are  given  from, 
minutes  which  were  taken  in  the  houfe  at  the  time,  and 
were  never  before  printed. 

The  marriages  of  the  two  royal  brothers,  which  had 
taken  place  during  the  fummer %,  occafioned  meffages  t@ 
be  delivered  from  his  majefty  to  both  houfes  of  parliament  f. 


*  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  married  Mrs.  Horton,  a  widow  lady, 
•laughter  to  Lord  Irnham  ;  and  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  had  fome  time 
time  before  been  privately  married  to  the  Countefs  Dowager  of  Walde- 
grave,  but  that  alliance  was  not  then  acknowledged,  although  generally 

underftood. 

|  February  so,  1772. 
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in  which  he  obferved,  that  “  being  defirous,  from  paternal 
affedfion  to  his  own  family,  and  anxious  concern  for  the 
future  welfare  of  his  people,  and  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  his  crown,  that  the  right  of  approving  all  marriages  in 
the  royal  family  (which  ever  has  belonged  to  the  kings  of 
this  realm  as  a  matter  of  public  concern)  may  be  made 
effectual,  recommends  to  both  houles,  to  take  into  their 
ferious  confideration,  whether  it  may  not  be  wife  and  ex¬ 
pedient,  to  fupply  the  defeats  of!  the  laws  now  in  being; 
and  by  fome  new  provifion,  more  erfedlually  to  guard  the 
defeendants  of  his  late  majefly,  other  than  the  ilTue  of  prin- 
ceffes  who  have  married,  or  may  hereafter  marry  into  foreign 
families,  from  marrying  without  the  approbation  of  his 
majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  fir  ft  had  and  obtained. 

In  compliance*  with  this  meflage,  a  bill  was  brought 
into  the  houfe  of  Lords,  which  difcovered  the  fulleft  difpo- 
fltion  in  that  houfe,  to  gratify  every  wifh  of  his  majefty  in 
that  refpeft.  It  acknowledged  the  legality  of  the  powers 
claimed  by  the  crown  in  the  meflage,  and  enadled  that  all 
marriages  entered  into  by  any  defeendants  of  king  George 
II.  except  only  fuch  as  were  particularly  excepted  in  the 
meflage,  without  the  previous  con  fen  t  of  the  king  or  his 
fuccefTors  on  the  throne,  flgnified  under  the  great  feal,  and 
declared  in  council,  fhould  be  null  and  void.  But  if  fuch  de- 
fefcndents  having  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  fhall 
perfifl:  in  his  or  her  refolution  to  contract  a  marriage,  disap¬ 
proved  of  by  the  reigning  prince ;  then,  upon  giving  the  privy- 
council,  twelve  months  previous  notice  of  their  deflgn,  they 
*nay,  after  the  expiration  of  that  term,  enter  into  marriage 
with  the  perfon  before  propofed  and  rejedted,  without  the 
royal  confent;  unlefs  both  houfesof  parliament  fhall  within 
that  time,  exprefsly  declare  their  difapprobation  of  it  •  and 
whoever  fhall  knowingly  folemnize  a  marriage  by  this  a£t 
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forbidden,  or  atfilt  at  the  celebration  of  fuch  unlawful 
marriage,  or  any  fuch  matrimonial  contradf,  on  being 
duly  convidted  thereof,  are  declared  to  incur  the  pains  and 
penalties  ordained  in  the  llatute  of  provifion  and  praemunire, 
made  in  the  fixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Richard  II* 

The  judges  having  been  confulted  when  the  bufinefs 
was  firft  brought  into  the  houfe,  declared  it  to  be  their 
opinion,  that  the  care  and  approbation  of  the  marriages  of 
the  children  and  grand-children  of  the  king,  and  the  pre- 
fumptive  heir  to  the  crown  (other  than  the  iffue  of  foreign 
families)  do  belong  to  the  kings  of  this  realm  ;  but  to  what 
other  branch  of  the  royal  family  fuch  care  and  approbation 
do  extend,  they  do  not  find  precifely  determined* 


This  bill  met  with  great  oppofition  in  both  houfes :  but 
notwithftanding  every  claufe  was  ftrongly  objedled  to,  and 
a  divifion  of  the  houfe  was  called  for  on  every  part,  yet  it 
was  carried  through  the  houfe  of  Lords  in  lefs  than  a  fort¬ 
night  ;  the  numbers  for  the  bill  being  ninety,  againft  it 
twenty- fix.  It  produced  however,  two  protefts,  one  of 
which  was  figned  by  fourteen  peers.  The  bill  was  therein 
reprobated  for  the  following  reafons.  The  maxim  laid 
down  in  the  preamble,  that  becaufe  marriages  of  the  royal 
family  are  of  the  higheft  importance  to  the  ftate,  they  are 
therefore  entrufted  to  the  kings  of  this  realm,  is  founded 
on  a  doctrine  abfurd  and  unconftitutional,  but  which 
hereafter  will  have  the  force  of  a  parliamentary  declaration 
of  law,  the  immediate  tendency  of  which  is  to  create  as 
many  prerogatives  in  the  crown,  as  there  are  matters  of 
importance  in  the  ftate  ;  and  indeed,  to  extend  them  in  a 
manner  as  vague  and  exceptionable,  as  had  ever  been  done  in 
the  worft  and  moft  defpotic  period  in  thehiftory  of  this  na¬ 
tion  :  and  they  apprehended  that  feme  future,  and  even  more 
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dangerous  ufe  may  be  made  of  this  preamble,  as  it  is  mtich 
more  extenfive  than  is  neceffary  for  any  purpofe  avowed  in 
the  bill  :  and  this  declaratory  preamble  is  ufed,  notwith- 
ftanding  nine  of  the  judges,  in  their  unanimous  opinion, 
delivered  to  the  houfe.  of  Lords,  do  not  find  any  authority 
in  fupport  of  the  prerogative,  in  that  extent  in  which  it  is 
affumed.  The  defendants  of  George  II.  in  courfe  of  time 
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may  become  very  numerous,  and  it  is  conceived  to  be  an 
intolerable  grievance,  that  the  marriage  of  fo  many  fub- 
jecls,  perhaps  difperfed  among  the  various  ranks  of*civil 
life,  fhould  be  fubjedb  to  the  reftridfions  of  this  a<# ;  the 
extenfive  powers  of  which,  may,  in  time,  render  thefirft  fa¬ 
milies  in  the  kingdom  totally  dependent  on  the  crown. 
The  age  of  twenty-one  years  appears  to  be  the  limit  which 
the  laws  of  this  country,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution, 
have,  with  great  wifdom,  given  to  minority.  It  feems  in¬ 
decent  to  the  royal  family  to  fuppofe,  they  will  not  arrive 
at  the  age  of  difcretion  as  foon  as  the  lowed:  fubjecf  of 
the  realm  ;  and  why  may  they  not  be  as  capable  of  choofmg 
a  wife  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  as  of  being  entrufted 
with  the  regency  of  the  kingdom,  of  which  by  the  law 
they  are  at  that  age  capable  ?  Lefides,  the  deferring  their 
age  of  minority  as  to  marriage  till  twenty-fix,  is  impolitic 
and  dangerous,  as  it  may  tend  to  drive  them  into  a  disorder¬ 
ly  courfe  of  life,  which  ought  the  more  to  be  guarded  again# 
in  men  of  high  rank,  as  the  influence  of  their  example  is 
the  mo#  forcible  and  extenfive. 

Tne  right  of  conferring  a  diferetionary  power  of  pro¬ 
hibiting  all  marriages,  was  after  ted  in  the  fame  proteft  to 
be  above  the  reach  of  any  legislature;  becaufe,  contrary 
to  the  original  inherent  rights  of  human  nature;  which, 
as  they  are  not  derived  from,  or  held  under  civil  laws,  by 
no  civil  laws  whatever  can  be  taken  away;  for  though  the 
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legiflature  has  a  power  of  prefcribing  rules  to  marriage,  as 
Well  as  to  every  other  fpecies  of  contract,  yet  there  is  an 
effential  difference  between  regulating  the  mode  in  which 
a  right  may  be  enjoyed,  and  eftabliftiing  a  principle  which 
may  tend  entirely  to  annihilate  that  right.  To  difable  a 
man  during  his  whole  life  from  contracting  marriage, 
or  what  is  tantamount,  to  make  his  power  of  contracting 
fuch  marriage  dependent  neither  on  his  own  choice,  nor 
upon  any  fixed  rule  of  law,  but  on  the  arbitrary  will  of 
any  man,  or  fet  of  men,  is  exceeding  the  power  permitted  by 
the  divine  providence  to  human  legiflatures  :  it  is  diredly 
again#  the  earlie#  command,  given  by  God  to  mankind, 
contrary  to  the  right  of  domeftic  fociety  and  comfort,  and 
to  the  defire  of  lawful  pofterity  >  the  fir#  and  be#  of  the 
inftinCls  planted  in  us  by  the  Author  of  our  nature,  and  ut-. 
terly  incompatible  with  all  religion,  natural  and  revealed  ; 
and  therefore  a  mere  aCl  of  power,  having  neither  the  na¬ 
ture  nor  obligation  of  law.  It  concluded  with  faying,  cc  we 
cannot  therefore,  on  the  whole,  avoid  cxpreffing  our  #rong 
difapprobation  of  an  act,  which  fhakes  fo  many  of  the  foun¬ 
dations  of  law,  religion,  and  public  fecurity,  for  ends  wholly 
difproportioned  to  fuch  extraordinary  efforts,  and  in  favour 
of  regulations  fo  ill  calculated  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  for 
which  they  are  made :  and  we  make  this  proteft,  that  it 
may  ffand  recorded  to  that  pofterity,  which  may  fuffer  from 
the  mifchievous  confequences  of  this  acft,  that  we  have  no 
part  in  the  confufions  and  calamities  brought  upon  them.' 
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Another  proteft,  which  chiefly  objeded  to  the  bill  as  a 
violation  of  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  religion  and  humanity,  was  figned  by  fix 
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*  Viz.  Temple,  Radnor,  Clifton,  Lyttelton,  Abingdon,  and  Craven. 
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The  oppofiticn  to  the  bill  was  yet  ftronger  in  the  ho  life 
of  Commons.  The  preamble  to  the  a£l  was  much  ob¬ 
jected  to,  as  acknowledging  and  confirming  the  preroga¬ 
tive  of  the  crown  afierted  in  the  mefiao-e.  A  motion  was 

#  O 

made  to  omit  that  declaratory  claufe,  when,  after  a  very 
long  debate,  the  motion  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
thirty-fix  only,  when  the  houfe  confided  of  three  hundred 
and  fixty-four  members. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  infer t  a  claufe,  “  that  the 
act  fliould  continue  in  force  during  the  reign  of  his  prefent 
majefty,  and  three  years  after  his  demife,  but  no  longer,3’ 
but  it  was  rejected,  by  a  majority  of  eighteen  only.  Sir 
Jofeph  Mawby  remarked,  that  the  title  of  the  bill  was  not 
fufficiently  expreffive ;  to  remedy  which,  he  propofed  that 
it  ihpuldrun,  “  An  act  ”  for  enlarging  and  extending  the 
prerogatives  of  the  crown,  and  for  the  encouragement  of 
adultery  and  fornication,  under  pretence  of  “  regulating 
the  marriages  of  the  royal  family.” 

The  bill  continued  for  three  weeks  to  engage  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  houfe,  but  was  then  palled  without  any  material 
alteration,  by  a  majority  of  fifty  f. 

Mr.  Sullivan,  deputy  chairman  of  the  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany,  made  a  motion  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  March 
30,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation 
of  the  company’s  fervants  and  concerns  in  India;  the  ob- 
j eel  of  which  bill,  was,  to  edablifh  a  great  variety  of  new 
and  important  regulations  in  thofe  remote  territories.  It 
aimed  at  reftraining  the  governor  and  council  of  Bengal 
from  all  concerns  in  trade,  and  went  entirely  to  change 
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f  March  24.  One  hundred  and  fixty-five  to  one  hundred  and  fifteen. 
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the  court  of  judicature,  and  the  manner  of  adminifterirrg 
juftice  there,  and  gave  the  court  of  directors  a  fuller  con¬ 
trol  over  their  fervants.  This  drew  from  Lord  Clive  a 
long  and  laboured  defence  of  his  conduCt.  during  his  laft 
expedition  to  India.  He  declared,  that  the  foie  motive 
which  led  him  to  expofe  his  feeble  conftitution,  broken  as 
it  was,  in  the  fervice  or  the  company,  to  the  fultry  climate 
of  Hindoftan,  and  to  the  fatigues  and  dangers  of  war,  was, 
a  defire  of  doing  effential  fervice  to  the  company,  under 
whofe  aufpices  he  had  acquired  his  fortune  and  his  fame. 
That,  inftead  of  increafmg  his  fortune,  he  was  feveral 
thoufands  poorer  thereby.  He  had  been  charged  with  efta- 
blifning  a  rnoft  deftruCtive  monopoly  of  fait,  beetle-net,  to¬ 
bacco,  and  other  commodities  in  Bengal,  whichwas  a  prin¬ 
cipal  caufe  of  a  dreadful  famine  and  ficknefs  which  prevailed 
there,  and  fwept  away  fome  millions  of  the  inhabitants. 
In  fpeaking  to  this  charge,  he  confined  himfelf  to  the 
duties  laid  upon  fait  ;  which,  according  to  the  population 
which  he  reckoned  to  he  in  the  country,  and  the  propor¬ 
tion  each  individual  paid  towards  the  tax,  furnifhed  data  to 
calculate  the  yearly  produce,  which  appears  to  have  been 
the  enormous  fum  of  437,500!.  fterling.  The  reafon  he 
afligned  for  thefe  impofts  was,  that  the  company’s. fervants 
mmht  receive  an  equivalent  for  the  deductions  made  from 
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their  incomes,  by  the  directors  having  abfolutely  forbidden 
the  receiving  of  prefents,  and  being  deprived  of  a  lucra¬ 
tive  trade  in  fait.  He  acknowledged  to  have  received 
r-^6th  fhares,  which  yielded  him  32,000!.  which  fum  he 
diftribu ted  among  his  fecretary,  furgeon,  and  another 
gentleman,  together  with  5000 1.  more;  The  eftablifh- 
ing  of  a  new  gold  currency  in  Bengal,  during  his  lord- 
Ihip’s  prefudency,  had  been  reprefented  as  a  meafure  cal¬ 
culated  to  enrich  thofe  concerned,  to  the  great  lofs  and 
injury  of  the  province,  as  well  as  of  the  company.  He 
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exculpated  himfelf,  by  faying,  that  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  mixture  of  metals,  and  folemnly  declared  that  he  reap¬ 
ed  not  a  fhilling  profit  by  the  coinage.  He  charged  the 
directors  very  roundly  with  having,  cither  through  ob- 
flinacy  or  ignorance,  deranged  and  fruflrated  the  bed:  con¬ 
certed  plans  of  regulation  in  Bengal.  He  attributed  the 
unlooked  for  embarraffments  of  the  company's  affairs  to 
four  caufes ;  a  negligence  in  adminidration  ;  the  mifcon- 
dudt  of  the  directors;  the  outrageous  behaviour  of  general 
couits  ;  and  the  difobedience  of  the  company's  fervants  in 
the  Eaft  indies.  When  the  bufinefs  of  the  company  came 
before  parliament  fome  years  before,  the  objeCt,  he  faid, 
was  not  how  to  fecure  fo  beneficial  a  trade,  and  fo  great  an 
empire,  for  a  perpetuity,  but  to  make  an  immediate  divi¬ 
dend  of  400,000!.  to  the  public,  and  200,000].  to  the 
proprietary.  The  directors  fuddenly  flopped  profecutions^ 
reflored  the  fufpended,  and  undid  every  thing  that  had 
been  done;  and  yet,  by  the  bill  which  was  then  moved 
for,  they  were  willing  to  di fable  themfelves  from  ever 
withdrawing  profecutions  for  the  future.  They  had  erred 
like  wife  in  being  fo  eager  to  fecure  their  annual  ele&ion  ; 
the  flrft  half  of  the  year,  he  faid,  has  been  confumed  in 
freeing  themfelves  from  the  obligations  contracted  by  their 
lad:  election,  and  the  fecond  half  has  been  wafted  in  in¬ 
curring  new  obligations,  and  forming  an  interefl  among  the 
proprietors  ;  but  in  fpite  of  all  thefe  manoeuvres,  the  direc¬ 
tion  has  been  fo  fluctuating  and  unfettied,  that  frefh  and 
contradictory  orders  have  been  fent  out  with  every  fleet  : 
had  tney  been  lefs  fickle  and  abfurd,  their  concerns  would 
have  been  much  more  confidently  and  uniformly  managed. 

I  he  malveriation  of  their  fervants  may  juftlv  be  charged 
upon  the  flu&uation  of  their  own  councils  :  had  they  not 
concurred  in  reftoring  fufpended  and  perfecu ted  men,  the 
govemoi  and  council  woutd  never  have  deliberated  whe- 
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thcr  they  fhould  obey  or  not,  the  orders  of  the  dire&ion. 
Fundamental  principles  being  thus  overturned,  the  whole 

fydem  tumbles  to  the  ground. 

* .  ^ 

His  lordfliip  dated,  that  the  clear  net  revenue  of  Bengal, 
for  1771,  amounted  to  no  more  than  171,0001.  whild  the 
claim  of  government  was  400,000!.  During  his  prefi- 
dency,  the  larged  net  fum  was  brought  into  the  treafury. 
The  expences  of  the  military  edablifhment,  as  it  is  called, 
fmce  that  period,  has  gradually  encreafed,  until  it  rofe  to 
the  prefent  enormous  fum  of  1,800,000 1.  per  annum.  'I  he 
company's  fervants  having  found  out  the  way  of  making 
fortunes  by  charging  exorbitantly  in  all  contracts  for  fur- 
nidiing  of  troops,  with  provifions  and  other  necedaries. 
Hence  the  revenue  falls  iliort,  though  the  fum  levied 
amounts  to  little  lefs  than  four  millions.  The  tempta¬ 
tions  to  amals  wealth,  by  indirect  means,  he  faid,  were 
fo  crreat,  that  flefih  and  blood  could  not  withdand  them. 
He  concluded  with  obferving,  that  Bengal  was  the  bright- 
cd  jewel  in  the  Britifh  crown. 

Governor  Johndone  replied  to  Lord  Clive’s  defence,  in 
which  he  very  ably  arraigned  his  lordlhip’s  condudt,  ex- 
pofed  the  flimfinefs  and  futility  of  the  arguments  brought 
in  defence  of  it.  He  dated,  that  the  highed  duties  that 
ever  were  collected  on  fait  in  Bengal,  were  72,000!.  a 
year ;  the  general  medium  was  40,000  1*  The  whole 
had  been  farmed  for  32,000!.  a  year.  The  company,  he 
infmuated,  lod  300,0001.  in  the  progrefs  of  the  frauds, 
as  he  called  them,  in  the  coinage.  He  did  not  mean,  he 
faid,  to  impeach  his  lordinip  s  veracity,  but  he  always  un- 
derdood,  that  the  prefident  had  a  certain  per  centage  on  all 
coinage  ;  no  doubt,  as  his  lordihip  had  faid  it,  he  made 
no  profit  of  the  great  opportunity  that  occurred,  but  that 
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he  left  that  likewife  to  his  friends;  yet  he  could  hardly  ad¬ 
mit,  after  fuch  recent  inftances  of  his  abilities,  that  he  was 
{o  entirely  ignorant  of  the  mixture  of  metals,  as  his  mo- 
defty  would  incline  the  houfe  to  believe.  Do  not  all  men 
know,  continued  he,  that  the  purity  of  coin  is  a  principal 
confideration  in  government,  and  that  it  is  of  the  mod: 
dangerous  confequence  to  tamper  with  it  by  any  fraudulent 
mixtures?  He  afked,  if  his  lordfhip  could  deny,  that  the 
money  was  coined  with  thirty  per  cent,  alloy  ?  He  objected 
to  the  bill  before  the  houfe,  and  Hid,  the  Britifh  legifla- 
ture  fhould  not  move  in  the  affairs  of  Afia,  unlefs  it  adled 


with  dignity  and  effect. 

The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  then  laid  by.  The 
feafon  was  too  far  advanced  for  a  bufinefs  of  that  magni¬ 
tude,  and  lb  complicated  in  its  nature,  to  be  properly  dif- 
cuffed.  A  fenfible  and  well-informed  writer,  fays,  it  feems 
pretty  evident,  that  adminiftration  had  no  ferious  intention 
of  entering  deeply  into  thatmatter  for  the  prefent ;  and  that  the 
fubfequent  movements  during  the  remainder  of  the  feffion, 
were  only  intended  to  keep  it  alive,  and  to  make,  or  find, 
fome  openings  for  that  great  revolution  which  it  has  fince 
eftablifhed  in  the  affairs  of  the  company,  it  was  perhaps 
farther  neceffary,  that  this  bufinefs  fhould  be  fo  far  entered 
into,  as  that  the  company  fhould  continue  entangled  in 
the  hands  of  the  parliament  during  the  recefs  *,  However 
this  may  be,  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  no  part  of 
this  plan  was  underffood  by  the  gentlemen  who  were  the 
immediate  a&ors  in  bringing  the  affairs  of  the  company 
under  confideration,  and  that  they  were  actuated  by  very 
different  motives. 
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^  miich  I'ght  bad  been  thrown  on  the  tranfadlions  in 
India,  and  the  conduft  of  the  Eaft  India  Company’s  fer- 

vants  there>  that  the  expediency  of  fetting  on  foot  a  ftri dh 
enquiry  into  the  abufes  of  power  which  had  been  long 
pradhfed  with  impunity,  was  very  evident,  as  well  as,  that 
fome  falutary  and  effect ual  regulations  fhould  be  adopted 
i-i  ths.  future  prevention  ot  thofe  evils.  Many  were  led 
to  infer,  fiom  the  f?dh  which  had  come  out,  how  unequal 
a  company  of  merchants  were  to  the  fuperintendence  of  fuch 
vaii  concerns  of  a  civil  nature,  in  which  the  lives  and  for¬ 
tunes  of  millions  of  people  were  involved  ;  and  that  the 
government  of  inch  opulent  and  extenfive  dominions,  fhould 

be  Subordinate  to  the  fuperintendence  and  control  of  the 
date. 


At  length  '",  a  feledt  committee,  confiding  of  thirty-one 
members  f,  was  chofen  by  ballot,  to  enquire  into  the  nature 
and  date  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  the  affairs  in  the 
Eaic  Indies.  I  he  objedfs  of  their  enquiries  were  fo  various 
and  extenfive,  that  before  the  riling  of  parliament,  they  ap¬ 
plied  for  leave  to  fit  during  the  recefs. 


Vv  hi!  ft  Mr.  Sullivan’s  bill  was  before  the  houfe, a  motion  was 
made  by' Sir  Harry  Haughton  §,  for  leave  to.  bring  in  a  bill  for 


T  ^ 
J  J 


*  April 

,  f  The  following  gentlemen  compofed  this  committee?  Col.  Bur- 
goyne,  Chairman  ;  Sir  William  Meredith,  Sir  George  Savile,  Lord 
George  Germain,  Mr.  Rofe  Fuller,  Mr.  F.  Vane,  Col.  Barre,  Mr. 

Solicitor  General,  Lord  Howe,  Mr,  R.  Sutton,  Mr.  Attorney  General, 
Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Mr.  George 
Rice,  Mr.  JPulteney,  Mr.  C.  J.  Fox,  Mr.  Cornewal],  Lord  Folkftone, 
Gen.  Conway,  Mr.  Hotham,  Mr.  H.  Ongley,  Mr.  G.  Jbhnftone,  Mr. 
Alderman  Trecothick,  Mr.  Edward  Bacon,  Mr.  A.  Curzon,  Sir  John 
Turner,  Capt.  Phipps,  Mr.  Gregory,  Lord  Clive,  Mr.  Strachey. 

§  April  3. 

the 


( 
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the  relief  of  proteflant  diflenters,  with  refpecl  to  fubfcrip^ 
tion  to  articles  of  faith.  This  attempt  to  gain  an  exemp¬ 
tion  from  human  impositions  in  matters  of  belief,  was  fug- 
gelled  by  the  favourable  difpofition  which  many  members 
of  the  houfe  of  Commons  fhewed,  in  the  courfe  of  the  de¬ 
bates  on  the  clerical  petition,  to  diflenting  minifters,  who 
were  compellable  by  law,  under  heavy  penalties,  to  fubfcribe 
to  the  doblrinal  articles  of  a  church  to  which  they  did  not 
belong,  and  from  which  they  could  derive  no  advantages 
either  in  promotion  or  emolument. 


•  V 


By  the  adl  of  toleration,  which  was  palled  immediately 
after  the  revolution,  the  free  exercife  of  religious  worfhip, 
was  allowed  to  fuch  protellants  as  di dented  from  the  efta- 
blilhment  of  the  church  of  England  ;  and  their  principles 
were  allowed  to  be  taught  in  private  fchools,  on  condition 
that  fuch  minifters  and  fchoolmafters  fubfcribed  before  a 
juftice  of  peace  to  the  dodlrinal  parts  of  the  thirty-nine  arti¬ 
cles  ;  a  non-compliance  with  which  expofed  them  to  heavy 
pains  and  penalties,  if  they  officiated  either  as  pallors  or  tutors. 
So  that  in  fa£l,  the  liberty  hereby  granted,  reached  only  to 
fuch  as  adhered  to  the  dobtrines  taught  by  Calvin,  and  who 
were,  on  that  account,  called  Calvinifts,  which  was  almoftc 
the  univerfal  perfuafion  at  that  time;  but  in  the  courfe  of 
almoft  a  century,  great  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  fen- 
timents  of  protellants  of  all  denominations  ;  and  as  the 
principles  of  diflenters  allow  a  greater  latitude  of  opinion, 
and  lead  them  more  diredlly  to  free  eno^iries  into  the  doc¬ 
trines  derived  from  fcripture,  fuch  changes  of  fentiment 
were  more  likely  to  fpread  among  them,  than  in  the>  efta- 
blifhed  church,  whole  tenets  carry  with  them  a  prefcriptive 
right  to  our  aftent.  It  is  true,  the  penalties  enabled  againft 
fuch  diflenters  as  did  not  fubfcribe  in  the  manner  enjoined, 
were  not  inftidled  5  but  the  fame  candor  and  moderation 

which 


/ 
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which  fufrcred  them  to  become  obfoletc,  dictated  their  total 
.  repeal.  The  bill  was  carried  through  the  houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  by  a  great  majority,  but  upon  a  fecond  reading  in  the 
houfe  of  Lords,  it  was  thrown  out  by  102  lords,  including 
proxies,  to  29. 

On  the  firfl  of  May  Lord  North  entered  on  the  bufmefs 
of  ways  and  means,  for  raifing  the  fupplies  for  the  fervices, 
which  had  been  voted  early  in  the  feflion,  by  opening  his 
budget.  The  grants  which  had  been  made  were  calcu¬ 
lated  to  amount  to  5,886,253  b  and  a  million  and  a  half  3  per 
cent,  confolidated  Bank  annuities  and  South  Sea  annuities, 
were  paid  off  at  90  b  with  a  douceur  of  four  lottery-tickets, 
at  12b  10  s.  each  for  every  hundred  pound  flock  fubferibed. 
The  land-tax  was  brought  back  to  3s.  in  the  pound  ;  Ex¬ 
chequer  bills  were  continued  to  the  ufual  amount ;  the  Eaft 
India  Company’s  annual  payment  was  brought  in  aid,  and 
the  produce  of  the  finking-fund  was  anticipated  from  the 
5th  of  April,  1772,  in  the  fum  of  1,856,7231  *• 

His 

*  The  curious  reader  may  perhaps  wifh  to  fee  a  more  particular  ao 
count  of  the  bufmefs  of  finance  for  the  year  1772,  it  therefore  follows. 


25,000  Seamen  - - -  — - - 

Building  and  rebuilding  fhips,  and  ordi-  ") 
nary  of  the  Navy  - -  * -  ) 

Total  charge  of  the  Navy  - - — 

17,547  effective  men,  including  1522  inva-1 

. .  '’s  I 


1,300,000 

770,664 


£ 

2, 070,664. 


lids,  for  guards,  and  other  his  Majefty" 
land-forces  in  Great  Britain,  Jerfey  and  j>  1,525,378 
Guernfey,  and  for  the  forces  in  all  parts 
of  his  Majefty’s  dominions  — - — 


The  extraordinaries  of  the  Army, 


274,432 


Exchequer  Bills  paid  oft  - - -  - - — 

To  the  JBriti fh  Mufeum,  and  for  the  purchafe  of  Etruf-' 
can,  Greek  and  Roman  antiquities,  brought  from 
Italy  by  Sir  Will  iam  Hamilton,  K..  B.  and  to  enable 
the  Tru flees  of  the  Britifh  Mufeum  to  provide  a  pro¬ 
per  repohtory  for  their  reception  - —  — — 


1,799,810 

1,800,000 


1 1,250 


Far 
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His  lordfliip  on  this  occafion  fpokc  with  great  exultation 
of  the  date  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  happy  prolpedt  which 
p  re  fen  ted  itfelf  of  a  long  continuance  of  peace  ;  the  proba- 


For  the  more  eife&ually  profecuting  difcoveries  towards  j 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  fund  for  paying  an-  j 
nuities,  in  refpeft  of  five  millions  borrowed  in  1758  $ 

To  the  Turkey  Company  - - —  - - ** 

To  reimburfe  his  Majefty  certain  fums  iffued  in  pur-  ) 
fuance  of  addreffes  from  the  houfe  of  Commons  ) 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  grants  for  the  fervice  of  j 
the  year  1771  — - -  - - - -  j 

[An  excefs  of  481,003  1.  appeared  on  lad 
year's  eftimate.] 

To  pay  off  one  million  and  a  half  3  per  cent,  annuities,  7 
at  90  1.  per  100  1.  flock  -  - -  5 

For  the  difeovery  of  an  eafy  and  pra&icable  method  of  7 
making  fea-water  frefii  and  wholefome  -  j 


£ 

4,000 

42,445 

5,°°o 

6,580 

39,456 


1,350,000 

^jOoo 


The  remainder  of  the  fupplies  was  allotted  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  civil  government  in  the  Colo¬ 
nies  and  Plantation?  ;  furveys  in  North  America ; 
the  expences  of  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coaft 
of  Africa  ;  new  roads  and  bridges  in  Scotland; 
indemnities  to  particular  perfons,  and  other  mat¬ 
ters. 

The  ways  and  means  to  anfwer  thefe  grants,  were, 


Laud  Tax  -  - -  -  * -  1,500,000 

Malt  Tax  - -  - -  —  -  7  5°>O0° 

Balance  from  the  finking  fund  to  January  5,  1772,  after  7  j6o£ 

defraying  laft  year’s  debt  - -  -  5 

New  Exchequer  bills  ilfued  »  ■  -  •  ■  1,800,000 

Annual  payment  from  the  Eaft  India  Company  »■  —  400,000 

Produce  of  the  finking  fund  for  the  quarter,  ending  7  g  -  g 
April  5,  1772  -  - -  - 1  3 

Profit  on  a  Lottery  ■  - -  .  >  ■—  ■  ■■■—  1 50,000 

Charged  on  the  finking  fund  — - -  -  1*856,723 

A  variety  of  refidues  and  favings  from  different 
funds  were  appropriated  to  the  current  fervice 


of  the  year. 


[The  excefs  of  the  provifions  was  efiimated  at  536,339  1.] 
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b  Jity  of  that  happy  event,  he  faid,  was  greater  than  he  had 
known  it  in  his  time;  and  fliould  it  continue  for  ten  years, 
tne  expectation  of  which  was  no  ways  chimerical,  feventeen 
mmicns  of  the  national  debt  might  be  difcharged,  by  purfu- 
‘  lN  Lliv'  Pian  which  had  then  been  laid  before  the  houfe. 

1  ^ie  diminution  of  the  annual  interefl  payable  on  the  na¬ 
tional  debt,  arifing  from  thefe  regulations  in  the  finances, 
wouid  raife  the  income  of  the  finking  fund,  fo  as  that,  in 
conjun£lion  with  the  ordinary  taxes  upon  land,  malt,  and 
lo  forth,  to  make  the  yearly  revenue  amount  to  feven  mil¬ 
lions.  If,  when  arrived  at  that  point,  the  nation  fliould  be 
forced  into  a  war,  it  is  not  likely  to  coff  us  fuch  enormous 
lums,  as  when  we  flood  fingle  again#  France  and  Spain, 
and  at  the  fame  time  protedled  two  fovereigns.  If,  faid  his 
Jordfhip,  we  embark  no  farther  in  expences,  than  we  did  in 
wars  preceding  the  lafl,  our  yearly  difburfements,  would, 
he  had  computed,  be,  at  an  average,  about  feven  millions  ; 
fo  that  we  fhall  be  enabled  to  maintain  fuch  a  war  without 
any  additional  taxes.  We  do  not,  faid  he,  fland  in  need  of 
any  conquelts  ;  our  dominions  are  at  leaf!  as  extenijve  as 
v/e  could  wifh  ;  and  their  improvement,  not  their  extenfion, 
fliould  be  our  chief  aim.  This  opens  to  us  a  profpedl  at 
leaf!,  of  gradually  reducing  the  national  debt,  a  flep,  which 
will  neccflarily  raife  our  credit  and  confequence  in  Europe, 
and  terrify  our  enemies  into  pacific  meafures. 


Vv  ith  this  flattering  piclure,  the  houfe  in  general  were 
extremely  well  pleafed.  In  a  time  of  profound  peace,  the 
national  debt  engages  no  one’s  attention,  but  a  few  floccu¬ 
lating  politicians,  who  lock  farther  than  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment.  No  ftockholder  wifhes  to  receive  his  principal,  but 
upon  fuch  terms  of  advantage,  as  that  he  may  replace  his 
money  in  the  public  funds  at  feveral  per  cent,  profit.  The 
teams  on  which  this  redemption  was  made,  were  lucrative 
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beyond  example;  and  the  minifter  did  not  labour  to  conceal 
his  opinion,  that  fome  perfons  might  be  more  fortunate  than 
others  in  an  early  fubfcription,  but  no  one  could  fet  his 
name  for  more  than  10,000 1.  Itock. 

The  houfe  fcemed  wrapt  in  the  contemplation  of  the  per¬ 
manent  profperity  of  the  nation,  and  although  nothing 
more  exceptionable  than  the  general  dodfrine  laid  down* 
was  ever  delivered  by  a  fir  ft  lord  of  the  treafury,  yet  the 
objections  ftarted,  were  confined  to  the  mode  of  difcharging 
the  million  and  a  half.  Befides  the  unnecefiary  profit  which 
was  allowed  the  ftock-holder,  the  blending  indifcriminately 
two  ftocks  which  ftatedly  and  invariably  prefervcd  a-  diffe¬ 
rence  of  two  per  cent,  in  their  market  price,  was  cenfured 
as  highly  injudicious*.  It  was  obferved,  that  it  was  a 
maxim  with  adminiftration  to  increafe  our  expences  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  increafe  of  our  income.  The  minifter  was  a  fixed, 
if  he  would  not,  in  the  courfe  of  ten  years,  talk  of  new 
eftablifhments,  or  payment  of  civil  lift  arrears  ? 

It  is  worthy  of  a  remark,  on  what  flight  foundation  the 
falutary  effedls  of  a  ten  years  peace  were  built.  The  reve¬ 
nue,  during  the  preceding  year,  had  not  increas'd,  but 
had  rather  fallen  off;  the  condition  of  the  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany,  which  the  houfe  was  in  pofieflion  of  only  a  week  or 
two  before  this  mighty  vaunt  was  made,  afforded  the  ftrong- 
eft  reafons  for  apprehending  that  they  were  in  no  condition 
to  make  good  their  ftipulated  annual  payment  in  future ; 
and  without  it,  although  the  land-tax  feemed  fixed,  in 
perpetuity,  at  three  (hillings  in  the  pound  during  peace,  a 
rate  unprecedented  in  former  times,  the  ordinary  revenue 
would  he  quite  inadequate  to  the  objects  propofed. 

*  Confolidated  Bank  annuities,  at  that  time,  were  at  83  5-8:hs, 
South  Sea  old  annuities  at  86  5 - 8thsa 
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But  fuppofing  a  coincidence  of  fortunate  events  to  realize 
tne  calculations  of  the  minifier,  and  we  fhould  not  have 
been  forced  into  a  war,  until  the  yearly  revenue  amounted 
to  feven  millions  ;  with  what  fhadow  of  reafon  could  even 
fuch  an  income  be  fuppofed  equal  to  the  expences  which 
would  then  be  incurred  ?  At  the  commencement  of  the  war 
which  King  William  waged  with  Louis  XIV.  the  charges 
were  defrayed  by  fupplies  raifed  and  paid  within  the  year  ; 
all  the  loans  were  fuppofed  to  be  temporary,  and  to  end 
with  the  collection.  Too  foon  however,  the  pernicious 
mode  of  borrowing  on  the  credit  of  the  fupplies  was  intro¬ 
duced,  which  created  oppofite  interefts  between  the  gover¬ 
nors  and  the  governed,  and  a  debt  of  thirteen  millions 
was  incurred  during  that  reign.  In  the  next,  the  national 
debt  was  increafed  twenty-fix  millions  more,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  war  which  continued  twelve  years.  Notwith¬ 
standing  almoft  univerfal  peace  prevailed  for  the  twenty- 
feven  years  which  followed  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  yet  the 
national  debt  had,  in  that  fpace  of  time,  increafed  fix  mil¬ 
lions  ;  and  during  three  years  war  with  Spain  fingly,  and 
five  years  war  with  Spain  and  France  united,  thirty-two 

millions  were  added  to  the  national  incumberance.  So 

* 

that  the  wars  waged  by  King  William  and  Queen  Anne, 
may  be  faid  to  have  been  maintained  at  the  expence  of  about 
two  millions  per  annum,  and  the  firft  war  in  the  reign  of 
George  lid,  at  four  millions  per  annum;  and  according 
to  the  progreffive  increafe  of  expences  in  every  department, 
fince  committees  of  enquiry  and  accounts  have  been  over¬ 
ruled,  fimilar  exertions  could  not  be  renewed  at  a  lefs 
charge  to  the  nation  than  five  millions  per  annum  ;  how 
then  would  a  revenue  of  feven  millions  be  adequate  to  the 
carrying  on  a  war,  when  more  than  four  millions  is  fwal- 
lowed  up  every  year  in  a  peace  eftablifhment  ? 


The 
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The  feffion  of  parliament  was  clofed  on  the  9th  of  June, 
by  a  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

The  difpute  concerning  the  Middlefex  election  had  now 
fubfided,  except  that  Sir  Geo.  Savile  every  feffion,  made, 
y/hat  he  called  his  annual  proteft  again  ft  the  decifion  ot  the 
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houfe  on  that  bufinefs,  which  paffed  without  much  debate  ; 
however,  it  was  now  revived,  by  being  inveftigated  in  a 
new  mode. 

* 

* 

A  caufe  was  tried  before  Lord  Mansfield  at  Weftminfter- 
hali  *,  upon  an  adtion  brought  by  Mr.  Alderman  Townf- 
end  againft  the  colleTor  of  the  land-tax,  for  diftraining  a 
large  quantity  of  hay,  belonging  to  Mr.  Townfend,  upon 
his  refufing  to  pay  the  affeffment  of  the  land-tax,  he  not 
being  fully  reprefented  in  parliament,  and  confequently  he 
confidered  the  tax  as  an  illegal  impofttion.  After  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  different  expulfions,  rejections,  and 
final  incapacitation  had  been  ftated  to  the  jury  by  Mr.  Ser¬ 
jeant  Glynn,  and  the  houfe  of  Commons  feating  Mr.  Lut- 
trell,  although  he  had  the  feweft  votes,  the  Serjeant  told 
told  them,  if  they  coincided  in  opinion  with  him,  that  the 
county  of  Middlefex  was  not  fully  and  fairly  reprefented, 
they  would  find  for  the  plaintiff ;  but  if  they  thought  the 
prefen t  houfe  of  Commons  had  authority  to  impofe  fuch  a 
tax,  then  the  defendant  was  juftified.  He  then  produced 
the  evidence  of  the  poll  books,  the  (hr  riffs  return,  &c. 
to  prove  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  the  legal  reprefentative  tor 
the  county  of  Middlefex.  The  attorney-general  who  was 
retained  for  the  defendant,  did  not  appear.  Mr.  Wallace, 
who  was  alfo  retained,  made  no  other  reply  than  by  pro¬ 
ducing  the  a <51  of  parliament,  under  the  authority  of  which 


\ 

the 


#  June  9. 


[  so  3 

V 

the  collector  had  acted.  Lord  Mansfield  then  told  the  jury 9 
that  the  quefiion  before  them  was,  in  fa £t,  no  other  than, 
whether  there  was  at  that  time  any  legiflative  power  in  this 
country  ?  If  they  acknowledged  there  was,  then  they  mull 
find  for  the  defendant  ;  and  that  as  to  the  evidence  offered 
to  be  produced  by  the  Serjeant,  it  was  his  opinion,  that  it 
was  not  by  law  competent,  and  was  inadmifiible.  The  jury, 
with  little  or  no  hefitation,  found  for  the  defendant.  Mr. 
1  ownfend,  who  was  prefent  in  court,  then  declared  that 
the  affair  ftiould  there  end. 


On  the  14th  of  Auguft,  Lord  Hillfborough  refigned  his 
poll  of  fecretary  of  ifate  for  the  American  Colonies,  as  well 
as  that  of  firft  lord  of  trade,  and  was  fucceeded  in  both  by 
the  Earl  of  Dartmouth.  Soon  after  his  retiring  from  thefe 
offices,  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  an  Earl  of  Great- 
Britain.  Lord  Dartmouth,  in  parliament,  had  voted  for 
the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-adt,  and  fince  that  event,  had  al¬ 
ways  oppofed  the  taxation  of  America.  Erom  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  this  nobleman  therefore,  it  was  concluded, 
that  a  new  fyftem  of  government  would  take  place  with 
refpect  to  the  Colonies.  The  Earl  of  Harcourt  fucceeded 
Lord  Townfhend  in  the  lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  when  the 
latter  was  appointed  mafter-general  of  the  Ordnance  ;  on 
the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  General  Conway  ob¬ 
tained  the  government  of  the  ifle  of  Jerfey,  whom  Sir 
Jeffery  Am  her  ft  fucceeded  as  lieutenant-general  of  the  ord¬ 
nance,  and  was  afterwards  called  to  the  privy  council. 
Lord  Stormont  was  appointed  ambaffador  extraordinary  at 
the  court  of  Verfailles,  in  the  room  of  the  Earl  of  Harcourt. 
Mr.  Jenkinfon  was  appointed  vice-treafurer  of  Ireland, 
and  Mr.  Charles  Fox  a  lord  of  the  treasury  in  his  room. 
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The  nation  had  now  enjoyed  a  nine  year’s  peace ;  and 
that  adiive  fpirit  fo  prevalent  in  this  country,  and  charac¬ 
terise  of  the  people,  difcovered  itfelf  in  great  and  laudable 
undertakings,  which  tended  to  facilitate  inland  traffic,  and 
to  open  a  ready  communication  between  great  trading  towns, 
by  means  of  navigable  canals.  The  commerce  with  Ame¬ 
rica  indeed  languifhed,  in  confequence  of  the  difagreements 
which  had  broke  out  between  this  country  and  thofe  colo¬ 
nies  ;  the  beneficial  commerce  with  Portugal  was  on  the 
decline  ;  the  Levant  trade  too,  once  fo  profitable  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  demand  which  it  caufed  for  our  manufactures, 
as  well  as  for  the  productions  of  our  Weft  India  Iflands, 
and  on  account  of  the  balance  which  accrued  from  it,  was 
no  longer  important.  The  fouthern  parts  of  France  had 
for  many  years  availed  themfelves  of  the  advantages  which 
their  fituation  afforded,  and  underfold  us  in  all  the  Turkifh 
ports.  But  the  lofs  of  this  trade  was  now  compenfated  by 
the  great  increafe  of  the  commerce  with  Ruffia,  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  the  advances  made  in  civilization  throughout 
that  extenfive  empire  ;  and  the  endeavours  ufed  by  the 
prefent  emprefs,  to  introduce  among  the  higher  orders  of 
the  ftate,  the  arts  and  manners  of  the  more  polifhed  king¬ 
doms  of  Europe.  Notwithftanding  which,  our  foreign 
trade,  taken  in  the  aggregate,  was  much  on  the  decline  ; 
and  the  balance  was  againft  us  in  many  parts  of  Europe, 
owing  to  the  great  increafe  of  luxury  throughout  the  king¬ 
dom.  In  proof  of  which,  although  our  gold  coin  was  re¬ 
duced  to  a  difgraceful  ftate  of  deficiency,  yet  confiaerable 
quantities  were  clandeftinely  exported,  particularly  by  the 
Jews. 


Afia  was  the  quarter  of  the  world  from  whence  the  nation 
enjoyed  an  influx  of  riches.  Numbers  of  thofe  who  had 
acquired  fortunes  in  India,  returned  every  year  to  their  na~ 
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live  country  ;  thefe,  in  general,  being  eager  to  purchafe 
cftates,  the  value  of  land  rofe  to  a  height  which  it  had  never 
before  reached  ;  the  public  and  private  banks  were  full 
ot  cafh  ;  infomuch,  that  it  has  been  faid  to  have  been  in 
the  contemplation  of  government,  to  reduce  the  legal  rate 
ol  intereft  from  five  to  four  per  cent,  for,  notwithftanding 
thefe  appearances  of  wealth  in  the  nation,  the  public  funds 
were  confiderably  lower  than  they  had  been  foon  after  the 
peace  took  place  ! 

I  his  ftate  of  the  kingdom  was  very  favourable  to  the 
enterprizing  and  induftrious  manufacturer  and  merchant, 
as  it  facilitated  the  procurement  of  money  on  perfonal  fe~ 
curity  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  it  encouraged  a  very  deftruc- 
tive  mode  of  raifmg  money,  by  drawing  and  negotiating 
bills  of  exchange,  and  ifluing  notes  of  hand,  for  which  no 
valuable  confideration  was  given  in  the  firft  inftance;  and 
the  eale  writh  which  an  imaginary  capital  was  thus  raifed 
and  maintained,  occahoned  the  abufe  to  be  carried  to  fuch 
an  excefs,  as  in  the  end  threatened  the  deftruCtion  of  all 
confidence  between  man  and  man.  People  of  no  fortune, 
or  even  fuch  as  were  actually  infolvent,  without  having  in¬ 
curred  the  fufpicion  of  it,  were  hereby  enabled  to  keep  up  an 
appearance  of  opulence  for  a  time,  and  to  purfue  defperate 
fch ernes  under  the  vain  expectation  of  fpeedily  becoming 
rich.  Difnpation  and  extravagance  were  at  once  the  caufes 
Of  fuch  praClices,  and  the  efteCts  produced  by  them.  The 
mafs  of  unthinking  men  grew  unmindful  of  their  expences, 
becaufe  they  were  enabled  to  raife  prefent  money  to  de¬ 
fray  them  ;  whiifi  others,  were  driven  to  fuch  expedients 
when  their  profufion  had  wafted  their  fortunes.  Another 
praCtice  which  was  equally  prevalent  at  the  time  nowfpoken 
of,  was,  hazarding  defperate  flakes  on  the  fluctuations  of 
the  public  funds.  It  is  true,  the  mifehievous  praCtice  of 
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Stock-jobbing  has  prevailed  almofl  ever  Since  the  creation  of 
a  national  debt ;  but  the  great  fludtuation  in  the  price  of 
India  Stock  about  this  time,  afforded  greater  fcope  than 
ufual  to  the  infatiate  gamefter.  An  adventurer,  whofe  con- 
du6l  was  neither  under  the  restraints  of  prudence  nor  prin¬ 
ciple  5  and  who  had  rifen  in  a  few  years  from  the  condition 
of  a  Servant,  to  be  a  partner,  and  chief  manager,  in  a  very 
refpecttable  banking-houfe,  having  for  fome  time  Speculated 
with  fuccefs  in  the  alley,  and  realized  a  fortune,  became 
intoxicated  with  his  elevation ;  he  rivalled  peers,  and  even 
EaSt-India  nabobs,  in  his  profufe  mode  of  living;  and,  con¬ 
fiding  in  the  fuppofed  fuperiority  of  his  penetration,  made 
contracts  for  the  delivery  of  India  Stock  to  an  immenfe 
amount,  at  a  fhort  future  day,  fully  affured  of  its  falling 
confiderably  in  the  intervening  time.  In  this  expectation 
he  was  however  deceived  ;  and  the  ftock  rofe  to  a  great 
height,  whereby  himfelf  and  his  partners  were  involved  in 
one  fudden  ruin.  Commercial  credit  was  greatly  affected 
by  this  failure,  efpecially  as  it  was  immediately  followed  by 
other  eminent  bankers,  and  many  confiderable  merchants 
became  bankrupt.  The  concuflion  was  dreadful :  all 
the  airy  bubbles  of  unfubStantial  confequence  in  the  trading 
world,  now  burft  at  once.  In  this  State  of  general  diltruSt 
and  alarm,  the  bank  of  England  refufed  to  difeount  all 
bills  ;  and  many  men  of  the  moft  unquestionable  property, 
who  had  embarked  in  large  concerns,  felt  all  the  embar- 
raffments  of  poverty,  being  unable  to  raife  immediate  money 
on  any  kind  of  Security.  Many  wealthy  families  were 
totally  ruined  by  the  failure  of  others.  The  opulent 
tradefman  was  no  longer  confidered  as  an  objedt  of  envy 
by  the  country  gentleman,  who  now  beheld  him  as  deriving 
all  his  confequence  from  precarious  and  delufive  dependen¬ 
cies  ;  whilst  the  landholder,  although  perhaps  obliged  to  live 
in  a  manner  circumfcribed,  held  his  fortune  by  too  perma- 
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too  permanent  a  tenure  to  be  endangered  by  the  indifcretions 
of  others.  *1  his  violent  fhock,  however,  in  its  confequences* 
ferved  to  place  commercial  intercourfe,  on  a  more  folid  and 
beneficial  bafis,  by  inculcating  wholefome  caution  and 
prudent  referve. 

CHAP.  III. 

Meeting  of  parliament — Lmbarr  affluents  of  the  Eafl- India 
Company — Plan  for  fending  out  fupervifors — Secret  com¬ 
mittee  chofen  by  the  honfe  of  Commons ,  to  enquire  into  the 
Jlate  of  the  Company — Report  made  by  the  chairman — Dif- 
cuffion  of  the  rights  which  the  Company  poffeffled  by  virtue  of 
the  it  chart  a  Rill  to  7  efli  am  the  Company  from  fending 

out  fuper  vifors— Petition  of  the  proprietors  of  India  flock  to 
the  houfe— Revenue  drawn  from  the  Company  by  govern¬ 
ment  Abufes  in  Bengal— Condu  Pi  of  adminiflration  towards 
the  Company  arraigned— Proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  Lords— 

Protefl — Enquiry  into  the  expedition  againfl  the  Caribbs _ 

Condition  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent  at  the  peace — Augmen¬ 
tation  of  the  half-pay  of  captains  in  the  navy — The  Eafl-India 

#  . . 

Company  apply  to  parliament  for  a  loan — Regulations  pro- 

pofcd  by  Lord  North — Reports  from  the  feleil  committee _ 

The  Company  permitted  to  export  their  teas  duty  free— Re. 

vionf  ranee — Addrefs  from  the  Company  to  parliament _ 

Bill  for  regulating  the  Company’s  affairs ,  as  well  in  India 

as  in  Europe — Charges  exhibited  againfl  Lord  Clive _ - 

Reafons  which  probably  operated  to  defeat  the  enquiry _ 

Protefl  of  the  Lords  againfl  the  bill  for  regulating  the  Eafl- 
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India  Company — d  he  loan  refufed  on  the  conditions  pre¬ 
fer  lb  ed — The  Company  compelled  to  accept  It — V ajl  Influence 
acquired  by  gov  ernmeni~*-St  'ate  of  f nance  for  the  year  1773. 

WHILST  the  commercial  part  of  the  nation  was 
fhaken  by  thefe  unexpected  events,  the  parliament 
was  called  to  meet  early  in  the  winter,  in  confequence  of 
the  no  lefs  alarming  ftate  of  the  Eaft-India  company. 

»  »  .  ' 

November  26,  1772,  his  majefty  opened  the  feflions  of 

parliament  by  a  fpeech  from  the  throne.  In  which  he  told 
them,  that  he  had  called  them  thus  early  together  that  they 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  being  fully  informed  of  the 
true  ftate  of  the  Eaft-India  company’s  affairs  ;  and  that 
they  might  make  fuch  provifions  for  the  common  benefit 
and  lecurity  of  all  the  various  interefts  concerned,  as  they 
ihall  find  beft  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the  cafe. 

i  4  . 

The  flattering  profpeCts  which  the  company’s  fervants  In 
Bengal  had  held  out,  of  the  immenfe  wealth  which  would  be 
derived  to  the  proprietary  from  the  territorial  acquifrtions 
there,  had  proved  no  other  than  vain  delufions.  The  company 
had  accepted  bills  from  India  to  the  amount  of  more  than  a 
million  fterling,  which  was  four  times  the  amount  which 
they  had  allowed  the  council  to  draw  for 3  and  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  the  failure  of  returns  from  thence,  was  indebted 
to  the  Bank  for  money  borrowed,  to  the  revenue  of  the 
cuftoms  for  duties  on  goods  3  and  had  not  a  fuflicient  fum 
in  their  treafury  to  make  good  their  quarterly  payment  of 
100,000 1.  to  government. 

The  manner  in  which  the  company  had  been  fet  at 
nought  by  its  fervants  in  India,  whilft  the  moft  pofitive 
orders  of  the  direction  were  either  evaded,  or  utterly  difre- 
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garded,  had  led  it  to  fend  out  fupervifors  in  the  year  1769 ; 
thefe  gentlemen  were  inverted  with  very  extenfive  powers, 
hy  the  exercife  of  which,  it  was  hoped,  that  a  general  re¬ 
form  would  have  been  brought  about,  and  a  radical  cure 
of  thefe  growing  evils  effedted.  But  the  fhip  in  which  they 
were  embarked,  was  never  heard  of  after  fhe  failed  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  fo  that  the  mal-adminiftration  in  Hin- 
doftan  continued  without  reftraint  or  control.  The  bill 
which  Mr.  Sullivan  brought  in  during  the  laft  feffion  of  par¬ 
liament,  but  which  the  houfe  rejedted,  aimed  at  new  mo¬ 
delling  entirely  the  government  of  Bengal.  During  the 
fummer,  the  company  had  refolved  on  fending  out  fuper¬ 
vifors  to  India,  and  fix  gentlemen  were  nominated  to  that 
important  ti  urt  *. 

When  the  addrefs,  in  anfwer  to  the  king’s  fpeech  was 
moved  for  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Fitzpatrick,  he  expatiated  on  the  enormous  abufes  pradtifed 
in  India,  and  reprelented  the  Company  as  being  in  a  ruinous 
and  delperate  condition.  Lord  North  drew  a  different  pic¬ 
ture.  He  faid,  that  from  every  thing  he  could  learn  re- 
fpedting  the  ftate  of  the  Company,  their  embarrafiments, 
though  grievous  for  the  prefent,  were  not  of  fuch  a  nature 
as  to  weaken  their  {lability ;  that  their  vaft  ftock  of  teas, 
and  the  merchandize  imported  from  their  different  fettle- 
ments,  all  which  were  fafely  depofited  at  home;  befides 
their  property  in  India,  and  what  were  floating  on  the  feas, 
proved  that  their  prefent  embarraflments  were  only  tempo¬ 
rary,  and  ought  not  to  affedl  the  credit  of  the  company. 
He  then  made  a  motion  that  a  committee  of  fecrecy,  con- 

rtfting  of  thirteen  perfons,  fhould  be  chofen  by  ballot ; 

* 

\ 

*  General  Monckton,  George  Cumming,  William  Devaynes,  Peter 
Fafcelles,  Daniel  Wier,  and  Edward  Wheeler,  Eftjs, 

which 
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which  after  confiderable  oppofition,  was  adopted  by  th< 
houfe*.  This  committee  was  furnifhed  with  full  powers, 
and  it  was  laid  down  to  them,  as  an  inftrudtion,  to  take 
into  particular  confideration,  the  meafure  of  fending  out  a 
commiflion  of  fupervifion  to  any  part  of  our  territories  in 
the  Eaft-Indies.  The  feledt  committee  which  had  been 
chofen  the  laft  feffion  was  then  revived,  more  perhaps  from 
a  refpedt  to  the  members  who  compofed  it,  than  from  any 
views  which  the  minifter  had  of  accomplishing  his  purpofes 
by  its  means,  » 


- 

'*# 


The  chairman  of  the  Secret  committee  reported  to  the 
houfe,  on  the  Seventh  of  December,  that  the  Eaft-India 
company,  notwithftanding  their  acknowledged  diftreffcs  for 
want  of  money,  were  preparing  to  Send  out  a  commiflion  of 
Supervisors  to  India,  the  expence  attending  which  was 
calculated  at  i20,oool.  per  annum,  which  would  ftill  add 
to  their  diffrefs  5  and  recommended  that  a  bill  Should  be 
brought  in,  to  reflrain  them  for  a  limited  time,  from  Send¬ 
ing  out  Supervisors;  and  a  bill  was  brought  in  accordingly. 

All  the  powers  of  eloquence,  and  force  of  reafoning, 
where  called  forth  in  the  difcuflion  of  this  momentous 
point.  The  attorney  and  Solicitor-general  contended  that 
the  charter  of  the  company  did  not  empower  it  to  ap¬ 
point  Supervisors.  The  malversations  which  had  been  So 
long  pradtifed  with  impunity  in  the  Eaft,  were  reprefented 
as  too  enormous  for  any  effort  of  the  court  of  directors  to 

*  The  gentlemen  chofen  were  Mr.  Alderman  Harley,  chairman, 
(whofe  great  uncle,  the  firft  Earl  of  Oxford,  was  an  arbitrator  chofen 
to  adjuft  the  interefts  of  the  two  Eaft-India  companies,  when  they 
were  united  in  1701)  Lord  Frederick  Campbell,  Lord  Palmerftone, 
Mr.  Rigby,  Mr.  Stanley,  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  Mr.  Jackfon,  Mr.  Fitz¬ 
patrick,  Mr.  Burrel,  Mr.  Ryder,  Mr.  Walpole,  Mr.  Eames,  and 
Mr.  Gilbert. 
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eorredt ;  and  that  the  powers  which  government  poffeffed, 
were  alone  capable  of  reftoring  the  inhabitants  of  Hindoflan 
to  the  fecure  enjoyment  of  liberty  and  property,  curbing  ra¬ 
pacity  and  violence,  and  directing  the  revenues  of  that  ex- 
tenfive  country  into  their  proper  channels.  The  fubjedf 
naturally  lea  to  an  enquiry,  whether  a  company  of  mer¬ 
chants,  acting  under  a  charter,  have  a  right  to  conquer  and 
hold  to  themfelves  dominions,  and  eftabliih  civil  regulations 
there,  independent  of  the  ftate  to  which  they  belong. 

In  the  progrefs  of  this  retraining  bill  through  the  houfe* 
Mr.  Sullivan  delivered  a  petition  from  the  Eaft-India  com¬ 
pany  againft  it*  \  in  which,  with  all  deference  to  the  wif- 
dom  and  fupreme  authority  of  parliament,  they  reprefen t 
the  bill  as  fubverfive  of  thofe  rights  which  they  hold  under 
their  charter  ;  the  privileges  of  which  have  been  purchafed 
by  their  predeceffors  from  the  public  for  a  valuable  con- 
fideration,  confirmed  by  feveral  a dts  of  parliament ;  thepro- 
vifions  of  which  the  petitioners  are  not  in  any  degree  con- 
fcious  of  having  violated. 

It  then  complained,  that  the  report  of  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee,  upon  which  the  bill  was  to  proceed,  was  erroneous 
with  refpect  to  the  calculation  of  the  expences  ;  and  if  their 
affairs  had  been  examined  in  a  public  manner,  the  petitioners 
might  have  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  to  their  feveral 
interefts ;  the  report  which  would  then  have  been  made, 
would  have  been  very  different  from  that  which  has  appeared. 
It  then  ftated,  that  the  expences  of  the  commilfion  was  de- 
figned  to  have  been  defrayed  from  a  part  of  the  favings  pro- 
pofed  to  be  made  thereby,  fo  that  the  creditors  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  could  not  have  been  injured  in  any  degree,  but  muff 
have  been  on  the  contrary  greatly  benefited.  It  fuggefted 

^  i 

*  It  was  iigned  by  no  more  than  fouiteen  proprietors  of  flock. 

the 


S-Vi.  . 


-  -*■  .'*»  — .  .  . 


— f 


mm w 


HP 


[  89  ] 

the  dangerous  confequences  to  the  Company  arifing  from 
fuch  a  bill,  which  would  prevent  them  from  taking  the 
neceffary  fteps  for  the  arrangement  of  their  affairs,  and 
thereby  may  deprive  them  of  the  means  of  fulfilling 
their  engagements  to  the  public ;  and  concluded  with 
claiming,  with  all  humility,  the  benefit  of  the  law  of  the 
land,  and  the  public  faith  of  the  nation,  for  the  free  enjoy¬ 
ment  and  exercife  of  the  rights  and  powers  which  they  held 
under  their  charter ;  and  prayed,  that  they  may  be  heard  by 
themfelves,  or  their  counfel,  againft  the  bill. 


Counfel  being  hereupon  admitted,  it  was  given  in  evi¬ 
dence  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  that  government  had  received 
by  the  nett  duties,  and  the  ffipulated  400,0001.  little  lefs 
than  two  millions  annually  from  the  Company ;  which  at 
the  fame  time  had  loft  a  million  by  the  indemnity  agreement 
upon  tea,  of  which  700,000!.  went  to  government,  and  the 
remainder  to  the  purchafers.  The  whole  of  the  Company’s 
receipts  of  dividends  during  the  five  laft  years,  fcarcely 
amounted  to  900,0001.  more  than  6  per  cent,  upon  its  ca¬ 
pital,  which  was  the  loweft  trading  dividend  that  had  ever 
been  made  during  the  moft  expenfive  and  dangerous  war. 
It  appeared  upon  the  whole,  that  the  Company’s  mercantile 
profits  during  the  above  period,  amounted,  on  an  average, 
to  464,0001.  annually,  which  would  have  afforded  a  divi¬ 
dend  of  12  and  a  half  per  cent,  fo  that  while  government 
profited  to  the  great  amount  of  two  millions,  the  proprietary, 
inftead  of  reaping  any  benefit,  loft  confiderably  of  the  divi¬ 
dend,  which  the  profit  of  their  trade  only,  independent  of 
the  territorial  revenues,  would  have  afforded. 


Thefe  fa&s  were  much  infilled  on  by  the  counfel  who 
were  heard  on  the  third  reading  *.  The  abufes  in  India, 
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particularly  at  Bengal,  were  reprefented  with  equal  preci- 
fion.  In  the  military  eftablifhment  there,  the  annual  ex¬ 
pence  of  thirty-thoufand  foldiers,  not  four  thoufand  of 
whom  were  Europeans,  amounted  to  above  a  million.  At 
Fort  St.  George,  where  an  army  of  twenty-three  thoufand 
men  was  maintained,  of  which  four  thoufand  four  hundred 
were  Europeans,  the  annual  expence  was’ near  300,000  h 
By  putting  the  Bengal  army  on  a  fimilar  footing  with  that 
at  Fort  St.  George,  the  expence  ought  to  be  very  little  more 
than  400,0001.  If  this  reform  could  by  any  means  be 
brought  about,  the  faving  to  the  Company  would  exceed 
half  a  million  annually. 

The  fame  gradation  of  profufion  was  obferved  in  the  civil 
eftablifhment.  At  Bengal,  one  hundred  and  feventy-one 
civil  fervants,  annually  coft  the  Company  300,000 1.  and 
at  Fort  St,  George  one  hundred  and  fourteen  civil  fervants 
coft  only  50,000  1.  I  hefe  were  faid  to  be  proper  objects  of 
regulation  ;  and  it  was  evident  great  favings,  and  fuch  as 
prodigioufly  exceeded  the  expences  of  fupervifors,  might  be 
made. 


Befides  the  regulations  neceflary  to  be  introduced  into  the 
civil  and  military  eftablifhments,  other  ceconomical  plans 
might  be  adopted.  Great  abufes  had  been  committed  in 
making  additional  fortifications  and  building  barracks.  The 
whole  expence  of  forts  flnce  1765,  the  time  when  the  feledl 
committee  at  Bengal  was  firft  inftituted,  amounted  to  more 
than  1,200,000  1.  The  natives  were  likewife  grievoufly  op- 
prefied,  not  only  by  heavy  duties  on  all  the  necefiaries  of 
life,  but  by  a  tax  called  Matoot,  which  was  levied  under 
pretext  of  repairing  bridges,  roads,  &c.  the  produce  of 
which  was  divided  among  the  committee 

*  Mr.  Sykes,  who  was  then  in  the  houfe,  was  charged  with  having  re¬ 
ceived  feveral  thoufands  per  annum  from  this  tax,  which  was  levied  for 
five  years  without  ftie  knowledge  of  the  directors  at  home. 


Until 


,  *■:  vj..  , 


[  9i  ] 

Until  the  felecSfc  committee  of  Lord  Clive  had  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  affairs,  the  civil  and  military  expences  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  at  Bengal  had  never  exceeded  700,000  1.  T  he  next 
year,  1766,  they  came  up  to  900,0001.  and  fo  on,  gra¬ 
dually,  till  at  length,  in  1771,  they  amounted  to  i,8oo,oool. 
flerling.  This  detail  clearly  demonllrated,  that  a  commiflion. 
of  able  and  upright  men,  veiled  with  juft  power  and  autho¬ 
rity,  might  fave  the  Company  fums,  againft  which  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  fupervifors  would  weigh  but  light  in  the  fcale. 
The  counfel  contended,  that  the  Company  claimed  a  right 
of  managing  their  own  concerns  by  the  powers  veiled  in 
them  by  their  charter,  and  likewife  in  return  for  fignal  fer- 
vices  which  they  had  rendered  to  the  nation. 

Thus  the  evidence  given  in  at  the  bar,  and  the  pleading 
of  counfel,  ferved  to  ellablilh  fadls  which  were  not  before 
doubted,  namely,  the  great  delinquency  of  the  Company’s 
fervants;  but  they  did  not  tend  to  confirm  the  belief,  that 
the  Company  was  competent  to  the  redrefs  of  thefe  abufes, 
efpecially  as  the  feledl  committee  at  Calcutta,  from  whence 
thefe  enormities  had  fprung,  was  formed  for  the  purpofe  of 
correcting  fuch  evils. 

f 

The  important  queftion  was,  whether  the  prefent  exi¬ 
gency  and  imbecillity  of  the  Company,  were  fuch  as  war¬ 
ranted  the  interpofition  of  parliament.  Lord  George  Ger¬ 
main  acknowledged  the  bill,  to  be  a  great  llretch  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  authority,  and  not  to  be  j uftifiable  but  by  the  moll 
cogent  neceflity,  which  precedes  all  other  law ;  but  he  faw, 
in  that  inllance,  the  neceflity  prefling  upon  the  houfe  to  in¬ 
terfere,  in  the  cleareft  manner. 

Lord  John  Cavendifh  was  of  a  different  opinion.  He 
faid,  when  extraordinary  remedies  become  the  ordinary  en¬ 
gines 
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gines  of  government,  you  may  be  affured  you  have  a  weak 
miniftry.  Men  of  fuperior,  and  even  of  common  abilities, 
fore  fee,  and  endeavour  to  prevent  great  evils  ;  and  if,  in  the 
fluctuation  of  human  events,  fuch  evils  fhould  neverthelefs 
arile,  they  know  how  to  remove  them,  without  offering  vio¬ 
lence  to  the  general  fyftem  ;  to  thofe  facred  inftitutions, 
which  are  to  human  fociety,  what  gravitation  is  to  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  univerfe. 

On  this  occafion  Mr.  Burke  difplayed  all  thofe  rare  qua¬ 
lities  of  the  head  and  heart,  with  which  he  is  fo  eminently 
gifted.  He  obferved,  that  in  1767  parliament  took  the  ftate 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company’s  trade  and  revenue  into  confi- 
deration,  for  the  doing  which  five  reafons  were  afligned.-— » 
T.  he  maintenance  of  the  public  faith — The  fupport  of  pub¬ 
lic  credit  I  he  increafe  of  the  Company’s  trade — The  in- 
creafe  of  its  revenues — and  the  fecurity  of  the  ftockholders. 

I  his  grand  and  falutary  plan  was  entered  upon.  Books 
upon  booxs,  and  papers  upon  papers,  were  brought  up,  and 
piled  upon  the  table.  T  he  fubjedl  was  confidered  and  re- 
confidered  ;  debate  fucceeded  debate,  and  refolution  followed 
refolution.  One  and  forty  times  did  the  houfe  fit  on  this 
bufinefs,  and  more  than  once  till  four  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  What  was  the  refult  ?  ^uid  ferat  hie  tantum  dignum 
fromijjor  hiatu  ?  What  did  this  mountain  in  labour  brino 
forth  ?  No  moufe  truly,  but  a  fair  round  fum  of  400,000!. 
a  year  to  government.  In  this  manner  did  parliament  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  public  faith,  and  the  fup¬ 
port  of  public  credit !  In  this  manner  did  parliament  in¬ 
creafe  the  Company’s  trade  and  revenue,  and  give  fecurity 
to  the  ftockholders !  When  the  Company  came  down  hand-* 
fomely,  and  furnifhed  a  reafonable  fum  to  pay  off  the  ar¬ 
rears  of  the  civil  lift,  arrears  fo  honourably  and  ufefully 
tontra&ed,  the  five  reafons  were  forgot.  The  eyes  of  par¬ 
liament 
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(lament  were  dazzled,  and  could  no  longer  fee  how  to  make 
any  regulations  for  fecuring  the  permanence  and  (lability  of 
that  lucrative  bargain  which  it  had  made.  The  Company, 
without  the  aid  of  precedent,  without  the  light  of  expe¬ 
rience,  without  chart  or  compafs,  was  allowed  to  fleer  at 
random  through  this  perilous  ocean.  What  wonder  that 
they  loll  their  courfe  !  The  wonder  would  have  been,  if  af- 
fifled  by  no  lights,  but  by  thofe  communicated  by  fervants, 
interefled  through  the  fear  of  paft  embezzlement,  and  the 
hope  of  future  peculation,  to  miflead,  they  had  not  been  be¬ 
wildered  and  loft.  The  diftrefs  of  the  Company  arifes  from 


the  improvidence  of  adminiftration,  and  the  fhort-fighted- 
nefs  of  parliament,  in  not  forming  for  it  a  fyflem  of  govern¬ 
ment  fui table  to  its  form  and  conflitution.  fie  added,  Or 
am  I  miftaken  ?  Were  the  affairs  of  the  Company  defignedly 
left  in  confufion  ?  Were  the  directors  left  without  any  ef¬ 
fectual  control  over  delinquent  fervants  ?  Was  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  revenues  left  without  any  check  ?  Was  the  ty¬ 
ranny  of  a  double  government,  like  our  double  cabinet,  to¬ 
lerated,  with  a  view  of  feeing  the  concerns  of  the  Company 
become  an  abfolute  chaos  of  diforder,  and  of  giving  govern¬ 
ment  a  handle  for  feizing  the  territorial  revenue  ?  I  know 
that  this  was  the  original  fcheme  of  adminiftration,  and  I 
violently  fufpeCt  that  it  never  has  been  relinquifhed.  If 
the  miniftry  have  no  fin ifter  view,  if  they  do  not  mean  by 
this  unconftitutional  flep  to  extend  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  they  will  now  fpeak  out,  and  explicitly  declare  their 
intentions.  Their  ftlence  may  be  juftly  conftrued  into  a 
confeftion  of  fuch  a  defign,  and  they  will  thenceforth  be 
con  fide  red  as  the  determined  enemies  of  the  liberty  of  their 
country.  God  knows,  that  the  places  and  penfions,  and 
expectancies  furnifhed  by  the  Britifh  eftablifhment,  are  too 
powerful  for  the  fmall  remains  of  patriotifni  and  public  fpi- 
rit  that  remain  in  our  ifland,  What  then  will  become  of 

us, 
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us,  if  Bengal,  if  the  Ganges,  pour  in  a  new  tide  of  cor* 
ruption  ?  Should  the  evil  genius  of  Britifh  liberty  fo  ordain 
it,  1  fear  this  houfe  will  be  fo  far  from  removing  the  cor¬ 
ruption  of  the  Eafi:,  that  it  will  be  corrupted  by  it.  I 
dread  more  from  the  infection  of  that  place,  than  I  hope 
from  the  virtue  of  this  houfe.  Was  it  not  the  fudden 
plunder  of  the  Eaft  that  gave  the  final  blow  to  the  freedom 
of  Rome  ?  What  reafon  have  we  to  expert  a  better  fate  ? 
I  conjure  you  by  every  thing  which  man  ought  to  hold 
facred  j  I  conjure  you  by  the  fpirits  of  your  forefathers, 
who  fo  nobly  fought  and  bled  for  the  caufe  for  which  I 
now  plead  5  I  conjure  you  by  what  includes  everything, 
by  your  country,  not  to  yield  to  the  temptations  which 
the  Eafl  in  the  hands  of  the  crown  holds  out,  not  to  fink 
into  the  gulph  of  corruption,  and  to  drag  after  you  your 
pofterity,  your  country.  I  obteft  heaven  and  earth,  that 
in  all  places,  and  at  all  times,  I  have  hitherto  fhoved  by 
the  gilded  hand  of  corruption,  and  endeavoured  to  item  the 
torrent  which  threatens  to  overwhelm  this  land.  Upon 
the  whole,  the  bill  is  dangerous  in  itfelf,  as  being  the  firft 
ftep  towards  a  total  invafion  of  the  Company’s  territories  in 
Bengal  \  and,  fhould  we  admit  the  motives  which  lead  to 
it  to  be  good,  yet  fuch  a  ftep  is  dangerous  as  a  precedent. 
I  do  not,  however,  deny  that  the  houfe  has  power  to  pafs 
it,  but  you  have  not  the  right.  There  is  a  perpetual  con- 
fufion  in  gentlemen’s  ideas  from  inattention  to  this  mate* 
rial  diftindf  ion ;  from  which,  properly  confidered,  it  will 
appear,  that  this  bill  is  contrary  to  the  eternal  laws  of  right 
and  wrong,  laws  that  ought  to  bind  all  men,  and  above 
all  men,  legi llative  affemblies  ! 

Upon  a  divifion  the  bill  palled  one  hundred  and  fifty-three 
to  twenty-eight* 
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In  the  houfe  of  Lords  it  met  with  a  faint  oppofition,  but 
Was  productive  of  a  proteft,  in  which,  among  many  other 
reafons  afligned,  it  was  oppofed,  becaufe  it  appears  that  the 
company  were  not  only  authorifed  by  law,  but  bound  in 
duty,  to  appoint  a  commiftion  for  regulating  their  affairs 
and  correcting  abufes.  It  might  have  been  alledged  aoainft 
the  company,  that  non-ufer  and  negleCI  of  applying  legal 
powers,  for  the  ends  for  which  fuch  powers  were  given, 
were  matters  of  delinquency  in  that  corporation,  and  might 
have  lubjected  them  to  procefs  in  the  courts  below,  or  to 
an  adverfe  pioceeding  in  parliament.  It  is  a  government, 
the  protefters  conceive,  full  of  deceit  as  well  as  violence, 
where  men  are  to  be  punifhed  if  they  decline,  or  to  be 
reftrained  if  they  endeavour  to  exercife  their  lawful  powers. 

The  bill  paffed  by  twenty-fix  to  fix,  No  fooner  was  this 
bufinefs  defpatched,  than  the  two  houfes  adjourned  for  the 
Chriftmas  recefs. 

When  the  parliament  was  re-affembled,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Thomas  Townfhend  moved  *  for  an  enquiry  into  an  ex-  c 
pedition  which  had  been  made  againft  the  Carribbean 

Indians,  dwelling  on  the  Ifland  of  St.  Vincent,  in  the 
Weft  Indies. 

This  Ifland,  together  with  thofe  of  St.  Lucia  and  Domi¬ 
nica,  had  been  formerly  confidered,  both  by  us  and  the 
French,  as  neutral,  and  the  natives  as  lawful  poffeffors  of 
the  foil.  When  St.  Vincent’s  became  fubjecl  to  Great -Bri¬ 
tain,  at  the  peace  of  t  ontainbleau,  the  French  planters  had 
fettled  in  the  northern,  or  leeward  parts,  whilft  the  native 
Carribbeans  occupied  the  windward,  or  fouthern,  diftridts. 

*  January  25,  1773. 

When 
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When  orders  were  ifTued  from  the  treafury,  for  the  fale  of 
lands  in  the  ceded  ifiands,  the  French  pofTeffors  on  this 
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fpot,  were  required  to  pay  certain  flipulated  fums  for  the 
lands  which  they  occupied,  the  right  by  which  they  held 
them  being  confidered  as  invalid  ;  but  orders  were  given, 
that  the  Caribbs  fhould  not  be  diflurbed  in  their  pofleflions, 
whilfl  they  obferved  a  quiet  and  inoffenfive  demeanour. 
Among  thefe  Caribbs,  were  about  a  thoufand  fighting  men. 
The  new  fettlers  who  arrived  from  England,  foon  beheld 
with  a  jealous  eye,  the  fertile  plains  which  were  occupied 
by  thefe  people.  They  propofed  an  exchange  of  lands,  by 
which  thefe  Indians  would  pofTefs  a  part  of  the  ifland 
equally  convenient  for  their  occupations  of  hunting  and 
fihing,  but  being  overrun  with  wood  unfavourable  for  cul¬ 
tivation.  This  propofed  exchange  was  approved  by  govern¬ 
ment  at  home,  hut  rejected  with  great  fpirit  by  the  Caribbs, 
who  infilled  on  their  right  of  retaining  the  lands  which 
they  pofleffed,  in  the  fame  independent  manner  in  which 
they  had  hitherto  held  them,  declaring  that  they  acknow¬ 
ledged  no  rpore  fuhjection  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain, 
than  they  had  formerly  done  to  the  monarch  of  France. 
This  firm  maintenance  of  their  natural  rights  was  repre- 
fented,  by  the  rapacious  planters,  as  a  dangerous  extirpat¬ 
ing  fpirit,  which  expofed  the  new  Colony  to  .continual 
dangers  of  being  overwhelmed,  and  it*  was  mbmitted  to 
government,  whether  it  was  not  expedient  to  tranfport 
thefe  unhappy  people  either  to  the  coafl  of  Africa,  or  to  the 
defart  Ifland  of  St.  Matthew.  The  latter  fcheme  was  at  length 
complied  with,  on  condition  that  they  could  not  be  brought 
to  fubmit  to  the  Englifh  government,  and  inflru&ions  were 
fent  by  Lord  Hiilfborough  to  provide  them  with  every  ne- 
cefTary  accommodation,  and  fhew  them  the  moft  humane 
treatment,  both  in  their  conveyance  to,  and  eflablifhment 
in  their  new  feUlement.  But  as  the  Caribbs  were  highly 

a  irritated 


\ 


irritated  at  being  thus  difpoffieffed  of  their  native  poffeffions, 
and  as  there  was  no  force  on  the  ifland  fufficient  to  execute 
the  orders,  in  April  1772,  General  Gage  was  directed  to 
fend  two  regiments  from  North  America  to  St.  Vincent’s, 
and  a  force  nearly  equal  thereto  was  colle&ed  from  the  other 
iflands.  The  arrival  of  thefe  troops,  together  with  fome 
men  of  war  which  were  defigned  to  co-operate  in  the  attack, 
no  ways  intimidated  the  Caribbs,  who  defended  themfelves 
With  their  bows  and  arrows,  and  other  miflile  weapons,  in 
the  ufe  of  which  they  were  very  expert.  The  rainy  feafon, 
which  was  then  let  in,  and  the  want  of  proper  huts  to 
fhelter  the  troops,  caufed  great  ficknefs  among  them ;  the 
accounts  cf  which  that  were  tranfmitted  to  England 
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joined  to  the  fuppofed  injuftice  of  the  war  which  was 
waging,  gave  birth  to  the  enquiry,  which  however  was 
deferred  from  time  to  time,  in  expectation  of  fome  official 
advices  being  received.  It  was  not,  until  the  12th  of  Fe- ' 
bruary,  that  witneffes  were  examined  at  the  bar ;  fome  of 
whom  reprefented  the  Caribbs  as  a  quiet,  friendly,  and 
fair-dealing  race  of  men,  who  had  been  driven  to  a£ts  of 
hoffility  by  the  inj uflice  and  avarice  of  the  new  fettlers 
from  England  ;  whilft  others  defcribed  them  as  perfi¬ 
dious  and  cruel,  with  violent  paffions,  and  indulging  a 
lawlefs  fieedom  in  the  gratification  of  them,  and  from  their 
attachment  to  the  trench  as  dangerous  neighbours,  efpe- 
cially  in  a  new  fettkment.  The  evidence  being  gone  thro’, 
Mr.  Townfhend  made  two  motions,  the  firfl  of  which 
was,  that  this  expedition  to  St.  V  incent  was  undertaken 
without  fufficient  provocation  on  the  part  of  the  Caribbs, 
upon  the  reprefentation  of  interefled  men,  and  muff,  if 
fuccefsful,  end  in  their  total  exterpation.”  The  fecond, 
cc  that  the  military  were  fent  out  in  an  improper  feafon  of 
the  year,  and  that  it  was  likely  to  end  in  the  ruin  of  fome 
of  the  heft  troops  in  the  ferviceV 
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After  much  debate,  the  houfe  divided,  for  the  firft  mo¬ 
tion  eighty-eight,  againft  it  two  hundred  and  fix.  For  the 
fecond  feventy-eight,  againft  it  ninety-  nine. 

i 

Whilft  the  fubjedt  was  thus  agitating  in  parliament,  a 
treaty  was  entered  into  between  the  Caribbs  and  Major 
General  Dalrymple,  who  commanded  the  King’s  troops  : 
by  which,  the  former  agreed  to  become  fubjedts  of  the  King 
of  Great-Britain,  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity,  and  alle¬ 
giance,  and  to  fubmit  to  the  laws  and  government  of  the 
ifland,  fo  far  as  related  to  their  intercourfe,  and  to  all 
tranfactions  with  the  white  inhabitants ;  but  in  their  own 
diftridls,  and  in  all  matters  that  related  to  each  other,  they 
were  to  retain  their  ancient  cuftoms  and  ufages.  They,  by 
the  fame  inftrument,  ceded  a  large  tradl  of  valuable  land 
to  the  crown,  in  confideration  of  thofe  parts  of  the  ifland 
which  they  retained,  being  fecured  to  them  and  their  pof- 
terity  for  ever. 

‘The  fale  of  lands  in  the  ceded  iflands,  was  a  meafure 
which  had  drawn  on  miniftry  much  cenfure  ;  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  the  ftate  v/ere  urged  in  its  defence,  and  the  large 
fums  which  would  thereby  be  brought  into  the  treafury ; 
but  although  the  lands  were  fold,  the  fums  received  by 
government  were  extremely  inconfiderable,  fo  that  the 
fcheme  evidently  tended  iniquitoufly  to  enrich  individuals, 
without  benefiting  the  ftate ;  notwithstanding  which  fla¬ 
grant  malverfation,  no  enquiry  was  fet  on  foot,  fo  that  it 
was  not  the  Eaft-Xndia  Company  alone  that  was  plundered 
by  its  fervants. 

§ 

February  9,  Lord  Howe  brought  up  a  petition  from  the 
captains  of  the  navy,  praying  a  fmall  addition  to  their 
half-pay.-  Lord  North  informed  the  houfe,  that  no  matter 
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Which  was  to  affefl:  the  public  revenue,  ought  to  be  agi¬ 
tated  there,  without  the  confent  of  the  crown,  given  by 
fome  of  its  officers  :  he  did  not  however  mean  to  oppofe 
the  petition  on  that  ground,  and  would  give  his  confent  to 
its  being  brought  up,  but  he  meant,  for  many  cogent 
reafons,  to  oppofe  it  through  every  fege. 

Notwithflanding  the  authority  which  declared  againfl:  the 
petition,  and  that  the  three  moft  eminent  naval  commanders, 
Hawke*  Saunders,  and  Keppel,  were  prevented  from  at¬ 
tending  on  account  of  indifpofition,  the  houfe  in  general, 
feemed  heartily  to  enter  into  the  intereits  of  the  petitioners. 


Lord  Howe  feted  to  the  houfe,  the  grounds  on  which  the 
requeft  of  the  petitioners  was  founded,  by  taking  a  view 
of  the  manner  of  paying  and  providing  for  the  captains  of 
the  navy,  from  the  time  of  their  firfl  having  a  permanent 
exiftence  as  a  military  body,  to  the  efeblifhment  by  which 
their  pay  is  now  regulated.  He  defcribed  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  provided  for  in  times  of  peace  during  the 
reigns  of  Charles  lid,  James  lid,  King  William  and 
Queen  Anne;  and  {hewed,  that  until  the  year  1715,  when 
they  were  put  on  the  footing  in  which  they  have  ever  fince 
continued,  they  were  always  highly  rewarded,  by  polls  of 
confiderable  profit,  by  particular  gratifications,  and  by  a 
half-pay,  double  to  what  they  now  receive.  His  lord- 
fhip  therefore  moved,  that  the  petition  might  be  referred 
to  a  committee,  in  order  to  confider  the  fame,  and  report 
their  opinion  to  the  houfe. 

Lord  North  acknowledged  the  merits  of  the  petitioners, 
and  their  claims  on  their  country  for  favour  and  fupport  ; 
but  lamented  that  the  prefent  fituation  of  our  finances 
would  not  admit  of  any  additional  expences  being  incurred, 
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however  forcible  the  plea  which  might  be  urged  for  them* 
He  obferved,  that  by  granting  the  petition,  this  houfe  would 
be  importuned  with  many  more.  The  military  would  next 
folicit  relief,  and  he  was  informed,  that  the  ftiipwrights- 
meant  to  prefer  a  petition  for  an  advance  of  their  wages, 
and  it  would  be  impoftible  for  the  ftate  to  comply  with  the 

requefts  of  fuch  numerous  bodies. 

\  * 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  treafurer  of  the  navy,  entered  into 
an  hiftorical  detail  of  the  public  provifions  made  for  the 
navy,  both  in  times  of  non-employment  and  adtual  fervice, 
from  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  when  a  naval  force  was  firft 
regularly  eftablifhed,  to  that  of  King  William,  and  con¬ 
cluded  with  ftating  fome  pertinent  fadts  which  occurred  in 
the  latter  reign.  In  the  year  1692,  the  pay  of  a  captain  in 
the  navy,  was  27  s.  per  diem,  with  an  allowance  of  twelve 
fervants,  at  fix-pence  per  day  each,  which  made  the  whole 
33  s.  The  year  after,  a  different  arrangement  took  place  ; 
the  pay  was  raifed  to  30  s.  and  the  allowance  for  fervants 
ftruck  off.  During  both  thefe  regulations,  the  half-pay 
was  15  s.  The  year  1699  was  remarkable  for  a  variety  of 
ceconomical  reforms,  among  which  the  expences  of  the 
naval  department  were  retrenched.  The  full  pay  of  cap¬ 
tains  was  reduced  from  30  s.  to  20  s.  with  which  likewife 
the  half-pay  lift  was  to  conform.  Soon  after  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  it  underwent  another  considerable  reduction, 
which  brought  it  to  the  rate  at  which  it  now  ftands.  He 
did  not,  however,  wifh  that  the  houfe  fhould  comply  with 
the  prefent  application. 

In  Support  of  the  petition  it  was  alleged,  that  not  more 
than  five  or  6000  1.  per  annum,  would  be  required  to  gratify 
the  wi flies  of  fo  refpe&able  a  body  of  men,  to  whom  the 
nation  owed  the  higheft  obligations ;  and  it  was  afked,  is 
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tfiat  a  fum  to  affedl  a  great  and  opulent  nation,  at  the  end 
of  a  ten  years  peace  ;  when  France,  notwithftanding  her 
defeats,  diftreffes,  and  public  insolvency,  had  the  good  po¬ 
licy  to  make  a  provifion  for  her  navy  captains  ?  The  large 
fums  which  in  the  laft  feftlon  had  been  voted  for  virtu,  and 
other  purpofes  of  much  lefs  national  concernment,  were 
placed  in  contrail  to  the  prefent  parfimonious  humour. 

Upon  a  divifion,  the  petition  was  received  by  a  majority 
of  nine  3  the  numbers  being  154  to  145.  Upon  which  oc- 
cafion,  the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury  found  himfelf  again  in  a 
minority  *.  An  addrefs  was  foon  after  prefented  to  his 
majefty,  that  an  addition  of  two  fhillings  a  day  might  be 
-  made  to  the  half-pay  of  navy  captains,  which  brought  it  to 
about  110L  per  annum.  When  the  bill  came  out  of  the 
committee,  Lord  North  not  only  fupported  it,  but  pro- 
pofed  that  it  fhould  be  extended  to  encreafing  the  pay  of 
captains  in  the  navy,  commanding  fifth  and  fixth  rates, 
in  adtual  fervice;  but  this  amendment  was  over-ruled. 

Notwithftanding  the  deplorable  ftate  of  affairs  in  the 
Eaft-Indies,  a  twelvemonth  had  paffed  in  which  par¬ 
liament  had  direded  its  attention,  merely  to  negative  the 
plans  for  reformation,  which  the  directors  and  proprietary 
had  adopted  ;  during  which  time,  a  wide  fcope  was  given 
to  that  fpirit  of  rapacity  which  univerfally  prevailed  in 
India.  The  time  was  however,  at  length  arrived,  for  the 
minifter  to  change  his  ground  ;  whilft  fuch  events  had 
turned  up,  as  tended  to  gratify  every  wifh  which  the  moft 
ambitious  ftatefman  could  form. 

At  a  general  court  of  proprietors  of  India  flock,  held  on 
the  twenty-fourth  of  February,  1773,  the  queftion  was  de~ 

*  Lord  North  voted  againft  Mr.  Grenville’s  bill  to  regulate  con¬ 
troverted  eledions,  and  for  the  Eaft-India  Company’s  recruiting  bill. 
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tided  by  ballot,  whether  an  application  fhould  be  made  to 
parliament  for  a  loan  of  a  million  and  a  half,  or  fo  much  as 
fhould  be  wanted,  by  inflallments,  for  four  years,  at  four 
pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,  with  liberty  of  repaying  the 
fame  as  foon  as  the  Company  may  be  able,  by  payments  of 
not  lefs  than  300,000  1.  it  was  carried  405  to  199. 

In  confequence  of  which  refolution,  a  petition  was  pre- 
fented  to  parliament  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  it  was  therein 
farther  propofed,  that  the  Company  fhould  not  make  a 
dividend  of  more  than  fix  per  cent,  until  one  half  of  the 
propofed  loan  was  difcharged  5  when  they  might  raife  their 
dividend  to  eight  per  cent,  and  after  the  whole  loan  was 
difcharged,  that  the  furplus  of  the  net  profits  arifing  in 
England  above  the  faid  dividend,  fhould  be  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  the  Company’s  bond  debt,  until  it  was 
reduced  to  a  million  and  a  half;  and  from  thence,  that  the 
furplus  profits  fhould  be  equally  divided  between  the  pub¬ 
lic  and  the  Company.  It  was  alfo  requeued,  that  the 
Company  fhould  be  releafed  from  the  heavy  penal  intereft 
incurred  by  the  non-payment  of  money,  owing  in  con¬ 
fequence  of  the  late  a£ts  for  the  indemnities  on  teas,  and 
alfo  difcharged  from  the  annual  payment  of  400,0001.  to 
the  public,  for  the  remainder  of  the  five  years  fpecified  in 
the  agreement. 

A  committee  of  the  yvhole  houfe  proceeded  to  take  into 

< 

consideration  the  affairs  of  the  Eafl-India  Company  *. 
Lord  North  entered  on  the  bufinefs,  by  di (claiming  the 
idea  that  the  Company  in  their  prefent  exigency,  had  a 
claim  of  right  upon  the  public  for  relief.  He  reprefented 
the  y 4ft  fums  which  had  been  paid  into  the  Exchequer  by 

*  *  March  9,  1773* 
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the  Company,  as  bearing  no  proportion  to  the  revenues 
drawn  from  the  Afiatic  territories  ;  the  depredations  of  their 
fervants  in  India,  neither  the  minifter  nor  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  were  any  ways  acceffary  to,  or  anfvvcrable  for  ; 
but  the  granting  relief  to  the  Company,  was  a  matter  of 
neceflary  policy  and  expediency,  although  in  no  degree  a 
claim  of  right  or  juftice.  He  then  entered  largely  into  the 
flate  of  the  Company,  and  declared  it  to  be  a  fa£t,  that 
the  diredtors  had  propofed  a  dividend  at  the  very  time 
when  the  Company  was  in  little  better  than  an  infolvent 
Hate ;  and  before  the  next  September,  the  Company  would 
be  deficient  1,300,425!.  To  extricate  this  great  commer¬ 
cial  body  from  fo  alarming  a  fituation,  various  plans  had 
been  fuggefted  ;  one  was,  that  the  Company  might  be  em¬ 
powered  to  borrow  money  upon  bond,  to  the  amount  of 
what  they  wanted  ;  but  he  difapproved  of  that  method,  as 
they  had  already  flretched  their  credit  too  far  in  that  way. 
Funding  the  Company’s  bills  was  another  expedient  named ; 
but  this  his  lordfhip  faid,  would  not  anfwer  the  purpofe, 
becaufe  it  would  not  bring  immediate  relief.  So  that 
upon  the  whole,  he  thought  it  for  the  interefl  of  the  pub^ 
lie,  that  the  relief  granted  to  the  Company  fhould  come 
from  the  public ;  at  the  fame  time,  taking  the  neceflary 
precautions  to  prevent  the  like  diftreffes  befalling  the  Com¬ 
pany  in  future  ;  he  therefore  propofed  two  refolutions  to 
be  adopted  by  the  houfe,  by  which  a  loan  of  1,400,0001. 
fhould  be  granted,  and  not  more  than  fix  per  cent,  be 
divided  among  the  proprietors  until  the  whole  fhould  be 
repaid.  That  the  Company  be  allowed  to  divide  no  more 
than  feven  per  cent,  until  their  bond  debt  be  reduced  to  a 
million  and  a  half  \  and  no  more  than  eight  per  cent,  before 
the  participation  of  profits  between  the  public  and  the 
Company  fhall  take  place.  The  latter  propofition  was  re- 
jedted.  At  the  fame  time,  his  Lordfhip  waved  the  par- 
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picular  diicufllon  of  the  qucftion,  concerning  the  Company’s 
claim  ot  excluhve  right  to  its  territorial  pofTeffions  ;  yet 
infilled  on  a  prior  right  in  the  {fate,  from  whence  he  in¬ 
ferred  the  juflice  and  legality  of  interpofing  its  authority  in 
all  cafes,  in'the  Company’s  affairs;  and  fupported  his  affer- 
tion  by  the  opinion  of  very  found  lawyers,  whom  he  ftyled 
the  luminaries  ot  the  age,  who  had  declared  that  fuch  ter¬ 
ritorial  pofTeffions  as  the  fubje&s  of  any  Rate  fliall  acquire 
Ly  conqueft,  are  virtually  the  property  of  the  Rate,  and  not 
of  thole  individuals  who  acquire  them. 

Althongn  the  queition  or  right  in  the  Company  to  re** 
ceive  tne  revenues  from  Bengal,  was  not,  at  that  time,  the 
fubjecl  or  deoate,  yet  fuen  a  fentiment  being  incidentally 
delivered,  by  the  premier,  drew  forth  replies;  and  it  was 
infilled,  that  when  tne  Rate  makes  a  folemn  and  authentic 
delegation  of  its  authority  to  a  diRindl  and  feparate  body, 
it  cannoi,  confidently  with  juRice  and  pubiic  faith,  lay 
C;auii  l0  poRTffions  which  that  bodv  may  legally  acquire. 
Ana  it  was  infilled,  that  the  Company’s  pofTeffions  in  In¬ 
dia  were  not  Rriclly  conquefls,  but  farms,  held  from  the 
prince,  who  was  their  proprietor  and  rightful  owner  ;  and 
that  a  queflion  of  property  of  that  nature  was  to  be  de¬ 
cked  in  a  court  of  juflice,  and  was  not  a  proper  fubjecl 
or  d! fcufion.  for  the  houfe  of  Commons,  where  the  public, 
wno  was  a  party  in  the  caufe,  would  fit  in  judgment. 

At  length,  after  the  fubjecl  in  general  had  been  much 
di  Ruffed,  Lord  North  informed  the  houfe  *,  that  in  an- 
fwer  to  the  petition  of  the  Eafl-India  Company  of  the 
ot  March,  tne  king  had  left  the  foie  determination 
Cl  the  affair  to  that  Houfe :  his  lordfhip  then  proceeded 
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to  ftate  the  propofitions  which  he  had  to  make  to  the  houfc. 
The  fir  ft  of  which  was,  £C  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
houfe,  it  will  be  more  beneficial  to  the  public,  and  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  to  let  the  territorial  acquifitions  re¬ 
main  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Company  for  a  limited  time, 
not  exceeding;  the  terms  of  fix  years  f,  to  commence  from 
the  agreement  between  the  public  and  the  company. 

“  That  no  participation  of  profits  fhall  take  place  be¬ 
tween  the  public  and  th  e  Company,  until  after  the  repay¬ 
ment  of  the  1,400,0001.  advanced  to  tne  Company,  and 
the  reduction  of  the  Company’s  bond  debt  to  a  million 

and  a  half.” 

c<  That  after  the  payment  of  the  loan  advanced  to  the 
Company,  and  theredu&ion  of  their  bond  debt  to  the  fum 
fpecified,  three-fourths  of  the  net  fuplus  profits  of  the 
Company  at  home,  above  the  fum  of  eight  per  cent,  upon 
their  capital  flock,  fhall  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  public  ;  and  the  remaining  one-fourth  fhall  be 
fet  apart,  either  for  farther  reducing  the  Company’s  bond 
debt,  or  for  compofing  a  fund  for  the  difcharge  of  any 
contingent  exigencies  the  Company  may  labour  under,” 

Thefe  conditions,  propofed  by  the  minifler,  differed  in 
many  particulars  from  thofe  offered  by  the  Company  .  an  ef- 
fential  difference  was,  in  the  diflribution  to  be  made  of  the 
furplus  profits  between  the  Company  and  the  public,  after 
the  redudlion  of  their  bond  debts,  and  being  able  to  divide  to 
the  proprietary  eight  per  cent,  per  ann.  on  their  capital.  In¬ 
deed  this  was  not  the  firffc  inilance,  in  which  parliament  in¬ 
terfered  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  the  Company  ;  for  in  the 

4*  Which  was  the  unexpired  term  of  their  charter. 
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year  1730,  an  a<51  patted,  by  which  the  intereft  on  the 
Company's  ftock  was  reduced  from  5!.  to  4I.  percent, 
but  it  was  in  compliance  with  a  petition  from  the  Com¬ 
pany.  As  the  regulations  now  propofed  were  only  the 
foierunners  of  very  extraordinary  innovations  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Bengal,  many  obje&ions  were  made  to  them. 
Mr.  Burke  took  a  comprehenfive  view  of  the  fubjed, 
or,  as  he  himfelf  afterwards  called  it,  “  a  bird’s-eye 
\iew.  I  have  ftudied,  faid  he,  God  knows,  hard  have 
I  ftudied,  even  to  the  making  dog’s  ears  in  the  ftatute 
books ;  and  I  now  publickly  and  folemnly  declare,  that 
all  you  have  been  doing,  and  all  you  are  about  to  do,  in 
behalf  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  is  impolitic,  unwife, 
and  entirely  repugnant  to  the  letter,  as  well  as  the  fpirit  of 
the  laws,  the  liberties,  and  the  conftitution  of  this  country, 
I  will  venture  to  prophefy,  that  this  Company,  viper-like, 
will  in  the  end  prove  the  deftrudtion  of  the  country  which 
foftered  it  in  its  bofom.  He  founded  his  prediction  on  the 
total  want  of  principle  fo  obfervable  among  all  ranks  and 
degrees  of  people,  caufed  in  a  great  meafure  by  the  profu- 
fion,  diflipation,  and  profligacy  of  thofe  who  have  brought 
with  them  the  fpoils  of  the  Eaft,  to  contaminate  their  na- 
live  country.  The  people,  he  faid,  were  grown  fo  indif¬ 
ferent  to  the  welfare  of  their  country  on  the  one  hand, 
and  fo  grofsJy  corrupt  on  the  other,  that  there  was  no 
propofal  how  deftrucfive  foever  to  the  liberties  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  which  a  mipifter  could  make,  but  what  the  people 
would  readily  comply  with.  In  the  proceedings  relative  to 
the  Eaft-India  Company,  the  people  followed  the  cry  of 
the  miniftry  :  changed  as  they  changed,  and  varied  their 
tones  to  keep  even  a  difcordant  famenefs  with  their  mailers. 
He  added,  Men  have  not  ftrength  of  mind  to  think  for 
themfelves  :  the  higher  ranks  are  all  fupinenefs,  all  indolent 
acquiefence?  all  ignorance.  The  vulgar  are  a  fett  that  will 
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ahufe  at  random,  and  are  to  be  led  on  to  commit  crimes 
the  moft  attrocious,  if  headed  by  fome  defpicable  wretch, 
who  has  an  intereft  to  promote  by  raifing  commotions# 
He  obferved,  that  to  broach  fuch  fentiments  was  a  conduct 
ill  fuited  to  acquire  popularity,  nor  did  his  oppofition 
to  the  miniftry  arife  from  a  latent  view  of  getting  into 
employment.  It  was  dictated  by  the  full  afTurance  which 
he  had,  that  the  meafures  then  purfuing  were  fuch  as 
had  the  completion  of  the  plan  of  defpotifm  for  their 
end  ;  that  this  plan  he  had  hitherto  oppofed,  and  would 
continue  foto  do  with  all  his  powers  ;  and  he  would  fooner 
have  the  Eaft-India  Company  totally  overthrown,  than 
have  the  bafis  of  the  Englifh  conftitution  undermined  ; 
or  a  Angle  pillar  which  contributed  to  the  fupport  of  fo  ex¬ 
cellent  a  ftrudlure,  receive  the  flighted:  (hock. - 1  he 

proportions  paffed  without  a  divifion. 

The  reports  of  the  feledl  committee  which  had  been 
printed,  brought  to  light  fuch  oppreflive  and  tyiannicai 
tranfa&ions  in  the  Eaft  as  excited  general  indignation,  and 
left  the  minifter  at  full  liberty  to  preferioe  the  mode  of  re- 
dreffmg  thefe  grievances. 

In  the  farther  confideration  of  Eaft-India  affairs,  Lord 
North  moved  +,  that  the  houfe  fhould  allow  the  Company 
to  export  fuch  part  of  the  tea  at  prefent  in  their  warehoufes, 
as  they  fhould  think  proper,  to  Britifn  America,  duty  free. 
He  reprefented  fuch  a  permiffion  as  highly  beneficial  to  the 
Company,  who  had  feventeen  millions  of  pounds  weight 
of  that  commodity  in  their  hands*.  Soon  after,  a  fecond 
petition  from  the  Eaft-India  Company  was  prefented  to  the 

f  April  27. 

*  It  was  afterwards  proved  that  this  flock  was  only  equal  to  two 
year’s  confumptiop* 
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houlc  of  Commons,  complaining  that  Tome  of  the  moft 
material  articles  of  the  proportions  made  to  the  houfe  on 
the  iecond  o f  March,  were  fubftantially  reje&ed.  They 
therein  reprefent  it  as  unreafonable  for  parliament  to  re¬ 
quire  any  farther  terms,  after  the  loan  which  they  had  re¬ 
queued  fhould  be  repaid.  It  ftated  the  great  Ioffes  which 
tne  proprietors  had  fuftained,  and  the  expences  they  had 
incurred  in  acquiring  and  fecuring  the  territorial  revenues 
in  India,  at  the  rifk  of  their  whole  capital,  while  the  pub¬ 
lic  have  reaped  luch  great  advantages.  It  complained  of 
tne  limitation  made  of  the  Company  poffe fling  the  terri¬ 
torial  acquifitions  in  India  to  fix  years  as  an  arbitrary  a£l, 
and  infilled,  that  they  had  an  undoubted  right  to  thofe  pof- 
feffions,  againff  which  right  no  decifion  exifts,  nor  has 
any  formal  claim  ever  been  made.  The  dictating  in  what 
manner  the  furplufes  of  their  net  profits,  after  dividing 
eight  per  cent,  fhall  be  applied,  they  remonftrate  againff, 
becaufe  fuch  difpofal  of  their  property  otherwife  than  by 
their  own  confent,  by  a  general  description,  comprehend¬ 
ing  their  trade  as  well  as  revenues,  is  not  warranted  even 
by  the  larged:  pretenfions  that  have  ever  been  formed  againff 
them.  It  concludes  with  praying,  that  any  claims  againff 
the  poffeflions  of  the  Company,  that  can  be  fuppofed  to 
give  rife  to  fuch  reftridlions,  may  receive  a  legal  difcuflion  ; 
from  which,  whatever  may  be  the  event,  they  will  at 
leaff  have  the  fatisfaclion  of  knowing  what  they  may  cal! 
their  own. 

The  minifter  finding  the  houfe  fo  well  difpofed  to  con¬ 
cur  in  any  meafures  which  he  fhould  propofe,  proceeded  to 
lay  before  it  his  plan  for  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  as  well  in  India  as  in  Europe  ;  he  therefore  moved, 
that  the  court  of  directors  fhould  in  future,  be  elected  for 

four 


four  years ;  fix  members  annually,  but  none  to  hold  their 
feats  longer  than  four  years.  II.  That  no  perfon  fhall 
vote  at  the  election  of  the  directors,  who  had  not  pofleffed 
their  ffock  twelve  months.  III.  1  hat  the  flock  of  quali¬ 
fication  inffead  of  500I.  be  ioool.  IV.  That  the  mayor’s 
court  at  Calcutta  fhould  for  the  future,  be  confined  to 
fmall  mercantile  caufes,  to  which  only  its  jurifdidtion  ex¬ 
tended  before  the  territorial  acquifition.  V.  That  in  lieu 
of  this  court  thus  taken  away,  a  new  one  be  eftablifhed, 
confifting  of  a  chief  juftice  and  three  puifne  judges.  VI. 
That  thefe  judges  be  appointed  by  the  crown.  VII.  That 
a  fuperiority  be  given  to  the  prefidency  of  Bengal,  over  the 
other  prefidencies  in  India. 

In  the  courfe  of  Lord  North’s  fpeech  he  hinted,  that 
other  regulations  would  be  neceffary  ;  among  which,  he 
particularly  named,  that  the  Company  fhould  communi¬ 
cate  their  advices  from  Bengal  to  the  Treafury,  or  Secre¬ 
taries  of  State ;  and  that  the  Company’s  fervants  fhould 
under  heavy  penalties,  bring  all  their  fortunes  home  in 
the  Company’s  fhips.  He  faid,  an  entire  reformation 
could  not  be  looked  fc*r  immediately,  the  intereffs  of  Ben¬ 
gal  might  perhaps  require  the  annual  care  of  parliament. 

Such  important  regulations,  in  which  an  unprecedented 
ftretch  of  power  was  juftified  by  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe, 
met  with  ftrong  oppofition  :  however,  every  claufe  in  the 
bill  was  carried  by  a  great  majority.  The  Eaft-India 
Company,  the  City  of  London,  and  thofe  proprietors 
who  pofleffed  votes,  by  holding  500 1.  ffock,  or  upwards, 
but  lefs  than  a  ioool.  prefented  feparate  petitions;  and 
counfel  were  heard  in  behalf  of  the  Company,  and  of  the 
500 1.  ffcckholders.  The  cafe  of  the  latter  was  indeed 
peculiarly  hard,  as  the  pra&ice  of  fplitting  ffock  by  collu- 
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five  transfers,  which  the  new  regulation  was  eftabliftied 
to  prevent,  was  confined  to  thofe  who  held  feveral  thou- 
fand  pounds  flock,  who  would  hereby  continue  to  avail 
themfelves  as  effe&ually  of  fplitting  flock  as  before* 
Where  they  formerly  made  two  votes,  they  could  now 
indeed  make  only  one,  but  that  Angle  vote  was  of  prodi- 
gioufly  more  confequence  after  twelve  hundred  voters  were 
disfranchifed.  This  was  punifhing  one  body  of  men  for 
the  faults  of  another,  and  changing  the  Eaft-India  Com¬ 
pany  from  a  democracy  into  an  oligarchy.  The  act  of 
power,  by  which  this  innovation  was  made,  might*  upon 
the  fame  principle  of  expediency,  be  exercifed  to  difqua- 
lify  freeholders,  of  40  s.  a  year,  from  voting  for  members 
of  parliament,  and  fixing  the  qualification  at  10 1»  per 
annum.  The  great  decreafe  in  the  value  of  money,  fince 
the  time  when  a  freehold  of  4c  s.  a  year  was  made  a  quali¬ 
fication  for  giving  a  vote  for  a  member  of  parliament,  has 
rendered  fuch  a  pofleflion  very  inconfiderable  ;  but  India 
flock  has  fometimes  more  than  doubled  its  original  value, 
which  gives  a  much  greater  degree  of  confequence  to  the 
holders  of  it,  than  when  the  regulation  was  made  in  the 
year  1702. 


Whilft  this  arduous  bufinefs  was  thus  advancing  towards 
a  completion,  the  houfe  took  into  confideration  the  feveral 
reports  from  the  feledl  committee,  and  the  committee  of 
fecrecy  *.  Each  of  thefe  committees  had  ftridtiy  enquired 
into  the  condudt  of  the  proprietors  fervants  in  India,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  war  with  Surajah  Dowlah  in 
1756,  which  had  brought  to  light  transactions  of  the 
blackeft  dye.  General  Burgoyne,  as  chairman  of  the 
felect  committee,  declared,  that  he  looked  upon  the  de- 
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pofing  of  Surajah  Dowlah,  and  bringing  about  a  revolu¬ 
tion  in  favour  of  Meer  Jaffier  ;  the  figning  a  fictitious  treaty 
with  Ormichund,  a  black  merchant,  and  confidant  of  Su¬ 
rajah  Dowlah,  together  with  the  terms  obtained  from  the 
new  nabob,  to  be  the  origin  of  all  thofe  troubles  which 
have  operated  to  the  temporary  diflrefs,  if  not  the  total 
deflru&ion  of  the  Company.  The  general  then  propofed 
the  following  refolutions,  and  faid,  that  if  they  met  with 
the  approbation  of  the  houfe,  he  had  another  motion  to 
make.  I.  That  all  acquifitions  made  under  the  influence 
of  a  military  force,  or  by  treaty  with  foreign  powers,  do 
of  right  belong  to  the  flate.  II.  That  to  appropriate  ac¬ 
quifitions  fo  made,  to  the  private  emolument  of  perfons 
entrufted  with  any  civil  or  military  power  of  the  flate,  is 
illegal.  III.  That  very  great  fums  of  money,  and  other 
valuable  property,  have  been  acquired  in  Bengal,  from 
princes  and  others  of  the  country,  by  perfons  entrufted 
with  the  military  and  civil  powers  of  the  flate,  by  means  of 
fuch  powers,  which  have  been  appropriated  to  the  private 
ufe  of  fuch  perfons. 

4 

The  two  great  law  officers  maintained  different  fentiments 
on  this  fubjeCl.  The  folicitor-general  ufed  a  variety  of  ar¬ 
guments  againft  the  refolutions,  whilft  the, attorney-general 
fupported  them.  A  general  diffatisfaClion  prevailed.  So  long 
as  the  Company  were  enriched  by  their  fettlements,  the* 
aufterity  of  juftice  was  relaxed;  but  when  the  plunderers 
extended  their  depredations  beyond  the  property  of  Afiatic 
princes,  and  embezzled  the  revenues  of  their  mafters,  their 
crimes  appeared  in  all  their  enormous  magnitude,  and  called 
aloud  for  examplary  punifinment.  The  three  refolutions 
were  carried  almoft  unanimoully. 
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However,  this  zeal  to  punifli  abufeS  of  power  foon  after 
fubfided  :  for,  when  General  Burgoyne,  fome  few  days 
after,  refumed  the  fubjeCI,  and  fpoke  of  the  depofition  of 
Surajah  Dowlah,  and  the  various  monopolies  introduced, 
and  ftated  the  immenfe  films  which  the  Company’s  fer- 
vants  had  received  under  the  denomination  of  prefents,  or  had 
extorted  by  taxations ;  of  the  impoverished  {fate  of  the  In¬ 
dian  princes,  at  the  time  when  they  made  thefe  profufe  pre¬ 
fents  ;  and  moved  the  houfe  to  refolve,  that  the  right  hon, 
Robert,  Lord  Clive,  Baron  PlafTey  in  the  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land,  in  confequence  of  the  powers  veiled  in  him  in  India, 
had  illegally  acquired  the  fum  of  234,0001.  to  the  difho- 
nour  and  detriment  of  the  hate ;  many  leading  members  op- 
pofed  the  motion  on  a  variety  of  grounds. 

A  charge  fo  dire&ly  brought,  occafioned  Lord  Clive  to 
enter  very  fully  into  his  oym  defence.  With  much  addrefs 
he  pleaded  the  thanks  which  he  had  received  from  the  Direc¬ 
tors,  when  he  returned  home,  after  his  fplendia  vi&ories,  as  an 
approbation  of  his  conduct  in  fabricating  the  fictitious 
treaty  which  deceived  Omichund,  and  which,  he  faid,  he 
would  again  have  recourfe  to,  was  he  placed  in  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances;  whereas,  in  faCt,  the  proprietary  knew  nothing 
of  that  tranfaCtion  at  the  time  when  their  thanks  were  voted. 
His  lordfhip  fhewed  the  critical  necefiity  which  prevailed  in 
certain  fituations,  where  the  Englifh  power  and  fortune  in 
Alia,  depended  folely  upon  rapid,  well-timed,  and  extra¬ 
ordinary  meafures. 

r 

Notwithflanding  this  grand  delinquent  was  clearly  proved 
to  have  aCted  fraudulently  and  rapacioufly,  in  feme  in- 
ftances,  yet  he  could  be  confdered  in  no  other  light 
than  as  the  deliverer  of  the  Eaff-India  Company  :  his 
bravery,  his  addrefs,  his  talents,  fo  admirably  fuited  to  the 
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ftccafion  ;  his  generofity  and  difintereftednefs  in  moft  in- 
fiances,  together  with  the  undiflurbed  pofieilion  in  which  ho 
had  fo  long  enjoyed  his  vafl  fortune,  all  pleaded  ftrongly  in 
his  behalf. 

Perhaps  other  confulerations  operated  to  quafli  this  in¬ 
quiry.  Much  wealth  would  indeed  have  been  acquired  to 
the  flate  by  the  forfeitures  incurred,  in  confequence  of  a 
parliamentary  procefs  ;  but  fuch  a  rigid  ferutiny,  although 
it  would  have  produced  a  prefent  advantage*  would  have  been 
attended  with  many  confequences,  which  the  wifdom  of  the 
prefent  times  is  peculiarly  folicitous  to  prevent.  The  for¬ 
tunes  which  are  to  be  acquired  in  India,  by  adhering  inva¬ 
riably  to  the  line  of  conduct  which  Uriel  integrity  chalks 
out,  are,  perhaps,  in  general,  very  inadequate  to  the  views 
of  thofe  who  migrate  to  thofe  diftant  regions  5  whilfl  a  luff 
of  power,  and  a  pailion  for  amafling  immenfe  wealth  to  gratify 
the  calls  of  ambition,  are  leading  features  in  the  chara£ler  of 
the  age.  Riches  have  long  been  confidered  as  a  fubflitute 
for  virtue  ;  and  it  would  have  been  highly  unprofitable,  to 
have  left  the  managers  of  the  Englifh  EaflTndia  Company's 
concerns  in  the  kingdom  of  Hindoflan,  and  the  peninfula  of 
India,  no  other  alternative,  than  to  have  returned  home 
with  the  moderate  acquifitions,  honourably  made,  in  a  long 
courfe  of  fervice  ;  or,  if  grown  wealthy  by  oppreflions,  to 
have  clandeflinely  transported  themfelves  and  their  plunder 
to  a  foreign,  and  moil  probably,  a  rival  country. 

Evidence  was  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  to  fupport  the 
charges  brought  againfl  Lord  Clive ;  his  lordfhip’s  evidence 
was  likewife  read,  after  which  he  made  a  fhort  lpeech,  and 
concluded  with  thefe  words,  “  Take  my  fortune,  but  fave 
my  honour  •/*  whereupon  he  immediately  retired. 
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General  Burgcyne  then  made  the  following  motion.^ 
That  it  appears  to  this  houfe,  that  Robert,  Lord  Clive* 
Baron  Plafley  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  about  the  time  of 
depofing  Surajah  Dowlah,  nabob  of  Bengal,  and  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  Meer  Jafficr  on  the  mufnud,  did,  through  the 
influence  of  the  powers  with  which  he  was  entrufted,  as 
member  of  the  fele£t  committee,  and  commander  in  chief 
of  the  Britifh  forces,  obtain  and  poflefs  himfelf  of  2  lacks 
and  800,000  rupees,  as  member  of  the  feledt  committee  £ 
a  farther  fum  of  2  lacks  of  rupees,  as  commander  in  chief  ; 
a  farther  fum  of  16  lacks  of  rupees,  or  more,  under  the  de«> 
nomination  of  private  donations ;  which  fums,  amounting 
together  to  20  lacks  and  8co,ooo  rupees,  were  of  the  value* 
in  Englifh  money,  of  234,000  k  and,  in  fo  doing,  he  abufed 
the  powers  with  which  he  was  entrufted,  to  the  evil  example 
of  the  fcrvants  of  the  public.  Mr.  Hans  Stanley  moved* 
that  the  queftion  be  divided,  and  the  latter  part  of  the  mo¬ 
tion,  which  conveyed  the  cenfure,  be  left  out,  which,  after 
warm  debates,  was  agreed  to  :  whereby  the  houfe,  by  merely 
eftablifhing  the  fadt,  feemed,  by  implication,  plainly  to  give 
it  fandtion.  It  would  have  been  more  for  the  credit  of  the 
nation  to  have  rejected  the  motion  entirely,  than  thus  to 
have  drawn  the  fting  of  it. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Wedderburne,  at  five 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  that  Lord  Clive  did,  at  the  fame 
time,  render  great  and  meritorious  ferviees  to  this  country* 
which  pafled  in  the  affirmative,  and  ftnifhed  the  enquiry. 

Whether  the  premier  on  this  occafion  chofe  to  appear 
the  friend  of  public  virtue,  although  he  was  fully  apprized, 
that  the  meafure  which  was  calculated  to  ferve  it,  would  nor 
be  adopted  ;  or,  that  without  exerting  his  influence  as  a 
minifter,  he  followed  the  dictates  of  his  feelings  as  a  man, 

certain 
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certain  it  is,  that  he  contended  for  the  cenfure  againft  Lord 
Clive  making  part  of  the  refolution. 

» 

A  fortnight  Was  wafted  in  this  fruitlefs  attempt  to  punifh 
delinquents-,  after  which  the  minifters  bill  to  regulate  the 
Eaft-India  Company  was  refumed  Governor  Johnftone 
faid,  that  the  appointment  of  a  general  council  and  judges 
by  the  crown,  was,  in  his  opinion,  annihilating  the  Com¬ 
pany,  and  transferring  the  monopoly  to  the  crown,  a  me  a- 
fure  equally  unjuft  to  the  Company,  and  injurious  to  the 
nation.  He  was  clear  that  the  Company  could  extricate 
themfelves,  without  accepting  the  loan  from  parliament. 
Although  they  had  creditors,  they  were  not  clamorous  ones  : 
the  treafurv,  indeed,  might  be  importunate,  and  againft  that 
the  Company  muft  be  prepared.  On  the  10th  of  June, 
the  bill  being  gone  through,  and  the  blanks  filled  up,  it 
was  moved,  that  this  bill  do  pafs,  which  was  agreed  to  131 
to  21,  and  Lord  North  was  ordered  to  carry  it  to  the  houfe 
of  Lords.  The  faiaries  of  the  judges  were  thereby  fixed 
at  8cool.  to  the  chief  juftice,  and  6000 1.  a  year  to  each 
of  the  other  three.  The  appointments  of  the  governor- 
general  and  council  were  fixed,  the  firft  at  25,000!.  and 
the  four  others  at  1 0,000 1.  each  annually.  A  claufe  was 
inferted,  whereby  every  proprietor,  poffefted  of  3000 1.  flock, 
was  entitled  to  two  votes  ;  of  6000  1.  ftock,  to  three  votes; 
and  of  10,000  L  ftock,  to  four  votes,  at  future  elections  for 
directors. 

A  fev;  days  after,  a  petition  was  preferred  from  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  declaring,  that  they  were  determined  to 
iubmit  to  the  temporary  difficulties  which  might  attend  the 
prefent  fituation  of  their  affairs,  rather  than  receive  the  loan 
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.offered  to  them  upon  the  fevere  conditions  prefcrihecL  Tlrr 
houie  was  ftrongly  of  opinion,  that  the  option  of  refilling 
the  loan  fhould  not  be  left  in  the  Company,  but  that  the 
acceptance  of  it  fhould  be  made  compulfatory  by  par¬ 
liament. 


In  the  houfe  of  Lords  the  Duke  of  Richmond  oppofed 
the  bill  with  great  fpirit,  but  the  majority  in  its  favour 
was  nearly  as  great  there  as  in  the  houfe  of  Commons. 
A  long  proteft  was  foon  entered  again!!  the  bill,  finned 
by  thirteen  peers  f ,  in  which,  one  of  the  ffrong  objections 
urged,  is,  that  it  only  transfers  patronage  without  con¬ 
ferring  new  powers,  d  he  fame  noble  peer  moved,  that 
a  conference  fhould  be  held  with  the  Commons,  as  no 
parliamentary  information  was  then  before  them  ;  which 
being  rejected,  produced  another  proteft  figned  by  (even 
peers.  I  he  bill  was  carried  through  with  amazing  ce¬ 
lerity,  and  palled  the  houfe  on  the  19th  of  June. 

The  regulations  made  in  the  ad  mini  Oration  of  affairs  In 
the  Eaft  Indies  by  this  aCt,  did  not  differ  effentially  from 
thofe  which  had  been  propofed  In  Mr.  Sullivan’s  bill* 
which  had  been  brought  in  the  preceding  feffion,  except 
that  the  falaries  fettled  on  the  officers  were  much  larger* 
and  that  the  appointment  to  the  new  offices  was  veiled  ia* 

the  crown. 

+ 

When  the  great  Hampden  contended  with  the  crown 
for  the  payment  of  forty  fhillings*  which  he  confidered  as 
illegally  levied,  it  was  not  within  the  compafs  of  human 

f  The  protellers  were,  the  Lords  Abingdon,  Torrington,  Edyle, 
Grofvenor,  *  Devon fhire,  *  Ponfonby,  *  Portland,  King,  *  Milton, 
*  Richmond,  Archer,  *  Rockingham,  Fitz  William. 

*  Thefe  ligned  the  fecond  proteft. 
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forefignt  co  pieduft,  that  in  little  more  than  a  century^ 
that  noble  zeal,  in  the  fupport  .of  the  juft  rights  of 
mankind,  would  be  loft  in  this  country.  When  the  par¬ 
liament,  after  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  refufed  to  comply 
witn  a  requeft  made  by  their  king  and  deliverer,  that  he 
might  retain  his  Dutch  guards,  the  members  who  were 
then  fuch  auftere  guardians  of  liberty  againft  the  encroach¬ 
ments  of  regal  power,  little  thought,  that  even  their  fons 
might  be  fenators,  when  parliaments  would  become  the 
mere  ecno  of  the  minifter  ;  and  that  the  mod  eftential 
alterations  would  take  place  in  the  condition  of  the  prince 
and  the  people,  without  any  alarm  being  excited,  or  the 
body  of  the  nation  having  any  apprehension  of  the  change. 
But  when  the  manners  of  a  people  alter,  their  form  of 
government  will  undergo  a  correfponding  modification. 
Simplicity  and  frugality,  embrace  liberty  as  the  parent  of 
every  bicfting ;  refinement  and  luxury  ipread  a  general 
Ln difference  among  the  people,  they  become  blind  to  con- 
fequences,  and  fegnent  in  a  general  caufe  ;  which  furnifh 
mimfters  with  golden  opportunities  to  efteef  their  pur- 
pofes.  Savior  armis  luxuria  incubuit . 

The  jedudhon  made  in  tne  national  debt  this  year,  fell 
greatly  fliort  of  the  boafts  of  the  firft  lord  of  the  trgafury 
the  preceding  one;  the  loan  to  the  Company  was  raifed 
by  exchequer  bills,  charged  upon  the  produce  of  the  India 
Company,  and  the  aids  of  1779*.  Indeed,  the  Handing 
amount  of  exchequer  bills  was  reduced  from  i,8oo,ocol. 
to  a  million.  00  that  there  were  now  two  millions 
460,^00  J.  in  tnofe  bills  in  circulation.  I  he  baneful  ex¬ 
pedient  of  a  lottery  was  tjiis  year  renounced.  Twenty 

*  Lord  North  hated  the  debt  due  from  the  Company  to  Government, 
with  the  intereft,  to  be  954-jOoo  1.  which,  together  with  half  a  million  to 
the  Bank;  more  than  fwallowed  up  the  whole  1 0 an. 
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thoufand  feamen,  Including  4534  marines  and  17,070 
land  forces,  including  1522  invalids  §,  for  Great-Brw 
tain,  Jerfey,  and  Guernley  were  voted.  Five  hundred 
pounds  to  the  Turkey  Company  ;  2000  1.  towards  build¬ 
ing  a  bridge  acrofs  the  Thames  ;  87501*  to  J°^n  Hairi- 
fon,  as  a  farther  reward  and  encouragement  for  his  inven¬ 
tion  of  a  time-keeper;  2000  1.  to  Dr.  Richard  Williams, 
for  the  difcovery  of  the  fecret  whereby  cotton,  yarns,  and 
thread  receive  a  faff  green  and  yellow  dye.  The  whole 
amount  of  the  fupplies  for  the  year  1773  was>  6,980,2101. 
The  produce  of  the  finking  fund  was  applied  up  to  the 
5th  of  April  1773,  and  the  Turn  of  2,3495806 1.  was  charged 
on  that  fund,  which  was  about  half  a  million  more  than 
the  lad  year.  The  excefs  of  the  provifions  was  eflimated 
at  more  than  half  a  million,  as  in  the  preceding  year ;  but 
fo  erroneous  had  been  that  calculation,  that  a  deficiency 
of  21,085!.  was  now  to  be  made  good.  Upon  the  whole, 
inftead  of  a  million  and  a  hair  of  the  national  debt  being 
difcharged,  according  to  the  financier’s  project  in  the  laft  fef- 
f10n,  no  part  of  the  funded  debt  was  annihilated;  800,000 1. 


-j-  The  expence  of  the  navy  this  year  was  as  follows  :  £ 

Seamen  - '  *>o*o,ooo 

Ordinary  of  navy  * - -  424joi9 

Building,  Rebuilding,  and  Repairing  Ships  4^>554 


15885,573 


§  The  expence  of  the  military  eftablifnment,  including  roices  and 
garrifons,  in  Europe,  Africa,  the  Ceded  Iflands,  and  North  America,  ^ 

was  as  follows  : 

Army,  Ordnance,  Greenwich-Hofpital,  See.  i,39°>204- 

Half-pay  - - -  — - -  312,90s 

Army  extraordinaries  — —  « — •  2,49>70^ 

»-  , - -  ♦ 

1,75^815 
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In  exchequer  bills  was  indeed  reduced,  (thofe  created  for 
the  ufe  of  the  Eafl-India  Company,  being  no  more  than 
lending  the  public  credit)  but  wc  have  feen  that  the  future 
produce  of  the  finking  fund,  was,  on  the  other  hand, 
flaked  for  half  a  million  beyond  the  former  year.  How 
little  are  the  declarations  of  the  prime  minifter  attended  to, 
even  in  the  moR  important  branch  of  his  department  ! 
An  end  was  put  to  this  long  and  important  feflion  on  the 
i ft  of  July,  and  Lord  North  having  completely  tri¬ 
umphed  in  the  conteft  with  the  Eafl-India  Company,  re¬ 
paired  to  Oxford,  to  be  invefled  with  his  new  dignity  of 
chancellor  of  that  univerfity,  and  to  prefide  at  the  Enca> 
jaia  there  held  in  honour  of  that  event* 


C  H  A  P.  IY. 

Meridian  fplendor  of  Lord  North's  Adminiftraficn — Compa¬ 
rative  view  of  the  American  Colonics  and  the  mother  Conn- 
fry — Difcovery  of  letters  written  by  the  governor  and  lieu » 
tenant-governor  of  the  Maffachufett'  s  Bay — The  houfe  of  re- 
prefentatlves  petition  the  Jang  to  remove  thofe  officers — Re¬ 
port  of  the  privy  council  thereupon — Tea  deftroyed  at  Rofton 
— General  conduct  of  the  Americans  on  the  arrival  of  the 
teas — Meeting  of  parliament — Meffage  from  bis  Alajejly — 
Bill  for  /hutting  up  the  port  of  Bojl  on—  Regulation  of  the 
government  in  the  province  of  the  Maffachufett  s  Bay 

Debate  on  a  motion  to  repeal  the  duty  on  tea — Bill  for  the 

% 

impartial  adminijlr  at  ion  of  juflice —  Lord  North's  plan 
pf  finance  for  the  year  1774  —  Quebec  act  —  Death  of  the 
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King  cf  France — American  congrefs  formed  —  Petitions  to 

the  King — Sudden  dijfolution  of  parliament — - Probable  caufes 
which  led  to  it . 


TH  E  period  at  which  we  are  now  arrived,  is  the 
meridian  fplendor  of  Lord  North’s  Miniftry;  his 
conquers  in  the  Eafl  were  as  extenfive  as  thofe  of  Alexan¬ 
der,  and  effedled  with  no  lefs  rapidity  ;  but  then  he  needed 
not,  like  that  monarch,  to  weep  that  he  had  no  other  world 
to  conquer,  the  weflern  hemifphere  opened  to  his  view  a 
profpedt  different  indeed,  but  not  lefs  extenfive,  and 
equally  demanding  the  abilities  of  a  great  minifler.  A 
controling  power  over  two  fuch  extenfive,  rich,  fruitful, 
and  populous  territories,  as  Hindoflan  and  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  conveys  a  flupendous  idea  of  human  authority  and 
power,  which  no  other  country  ever  pofleffed,  and  which 
no  other  minifler  ever  exercifed.  The  points  to  be  at¬ 
tained  in  the  different  countries,  were  as  oppofite  as  the 
climate  which  prevailed  in  each.  In  the  Eafl-Indies  the 
objedl  was,  to  reprefs  a  fpirit  of  rapacity,  oppreflion,  and 
tyranny,  which  led  men  in  power  to  violate  the  rights  of 
humanity  without  remorfe  or  limitation  ;  in  the  weflern 
region,  the  profeffed  purpofe  was,  to  check  and  reprefs  an 
exuberance  of  freedom,  proceeding  from  adlive  induftry, 
unaffuming  equality,  and  general  happinefs.  We  have 
already  feen  the  condudl  purfued  towards  our  eaflern  pof- 
feflions,  it  remains  that  we  now  fpeak  of  the  other  fedlion 
of  the  globe. 


The  Colonies  and  Mother-country  prefen  ted,  at  this 
time,  in  flrong  oppofition,  the  lineaments  of  their  differ 
rent  ages.  Great-Britain  grown  old  in  profperity,  be- 
ponie  wealthy,  proud^  affumipg  ;  impatient  of  every  re- 
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{Iralnt,  or  of  the  flighteft  contravertion  of  her  mandates, 
but  at  the  fame  time,  improvident  and  lavilh.  An  apol- 
tate  from  thofe  principles  to  which  fhe  had  been  habitua  Hy 
attached  :  indifferent  to  the  welfare  of  others,  miftaken  in 
what  conftituted  her  own.  America  on  the  other  hand, 
rifmg  in  all  the  vigour  of  advancing  maturity,  without 
fpecie,  but  rich  in  the  products  of  a  genial  foil,  the  la¬ 
bours  of  a  hardy  race  of  feamen,  and  a  growing  corn-, 
merce.  The  want  of  the  precious  metals,  though  attend¬ 
ed  with  fome  inconveniencies,  contributed  greatly  to  fix 
the  character  and  manners  of  the  people.  It  ferved  to  place 
happinefs  rather  in  what  was  to  be  enjoyed,  than  in  what 
was  to  be  amafied.  Avarice  appeared  in  all  its  deformity 
in  the  eyes  of  a  people  who  had  no  titled  greatnefs  to  af- 
pire  to,  and  with  whom,  honeft  induftry  was  a  fecurity 
againft  extreme  neceifity.  In  fuch  a  country,  and  in  fuch 
an  age,  a  man  poffefling  a  philofophic  and  refle&ing  mind 
would  wifh  to  live ;  and  there  have  been  times,  in  which  it 
would  have  been  confidered  as  the  glory  and  happinefs  of 
a  prince  to  reign  over  fubjedfs  fo  free,  fo  increafing,  and 
fo  happv,  ere  the  fcience  of  finance  gave  oppreilion  a  new 
form.  But  America  was  much  more  at  her  eafe  than 
England,  and  fhe  mufl  be  brought  to  contribute  a  reafon- 
able  proportion  to  the  neceffities  of  the  parent  flate, 
whence  originated  the  beloved  idea  of  fubjedling  Ame¬ 
rica  to  internal  taxation.  Her  population  too  increaf- 
ed  in  a  more  rapid  degree  than  any  other  country  had  been 
known  to  do.  According  to  eftimates  made,  which  have 
never  been  controverted,  fome  of  the  North  American 
Colonies  double  their  inhabitants  in  fixteen  years,  whilfl 
the  population  of  the  Britifh  Ifles  is  not  fuppofed  to  be 
on  the  advance.  From  hence  it  was  felf-evident,  that 
the  Colonies  in  a  much  ihorter  time  than  fifty  years, 
would  equal  in  population  to  the  mother-country, 

perhaps 
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perhaps  much  more  populous;  and  when  arrived  at  fuch 
an  height,  what  probability  was  there  that  the  prefent  fub- 
ordination  would  continue. 

So  long  ago  as  the  year  1733%  an  was  puffed,  which 
laid  certain  duties  on  all  foreign  fpirits,  moloffes,  and  fugars 
imported  into  the  plantations  ;  thefe  impofts  were  fubmitted 
to,  and  the  diftindlion  between  commercial  regulations 
and  internal  taxation  was  not  dwelt  on,  until  the  fatal  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  ftamp-adl ;  which,  upon  every  principle 
of  national  intereft,  without  confidering  the  queflion  of 
legal  right,  or  the  expediency  of  exerting  the  power,  fhoulcJ 
cither  have  been  inflexibly  adhered  to,  or  that  kind  of  tax¬ 
ation  abandoned  forever.  The  evil  genius  of  this  country 
caufed  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  to  happen.  The 
ffamp-adl  was  repealed,  and  a  duty  was  laid  upon  teas  and 
various  other  articles  imported  into  America.  This  was 
no  more  an  internal  tax  than  the  former  one  on  fugars,  in¬ 
deed  the  duties  laft  levied  were  on  merchandize  from  Great- 
Britain,  the  others  on  foreign  produces ;  but  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  chofe  fo  to  conflder  it,  and  many  other  caufes  of  dis¬ 
content  prevailed.  Had  Great-Britain,  at  that  time,  been 
diftinguiflied  for  public  fpirit,  love  of  liberty,  and  ferupu- 
icus  attention  to  a  rigid  ceconomy  in  the  expenditure  of 
public  money,  the  efFedls  of  which  appeared  in  feizing 
every  proper  means  of  reducing  the  national  debt;  and  had 
the  Americans  been  called  upon  by  an  adminiflration  pur- 
fuing  fuch  views,  to  contribute  to  fuch  a  purpofe,  their 
feelings  would  not  have  revolted  from  the  demand.  In¬ 
deed,  they  did  not  difpute  the  propriety  of  the  mother- 
country  making  a  requifition,  they  only  a  Iked  to  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  raife  the  contribution  by  ads  of  their  own  af- 
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femblies.  Had  fuch  a  mode  been  affentcd  too  here,  the 
op  polite  extremities  of  the  Atlantic  would  have  ocen  united 
In  one  common  caufe,  and  the  Eritifh  conftitution  would 
have  grown  permanent  even  from  age  itfelf.  Mutual  con¬ 
fidence  could  alone  build  up  fuch  a  fabric,  for  although  the 
two  countries  were  united  by  common  anceftry,  by  parti¬ 
cipating  in  the  fame  free  conftitution  of  government  ;  by 
profefting  the  tenets  of  proteftantifm  ;  by  commercial  and 
friendly  intercourfe,  and  the  exchange  of  reciprocal  be¬ 
nefits,  yet  they  were  feparated  by  an  ocean  ol  thiee  thou- 
fand  miles  expanfe ;  which,  whilftit  promoted  that  amica¬ 
ble  commercial  intercourfe,  created  diftindt  interefts  in  the 


two  countries,  which  began  to  foment  jealoufies  and  mu¬ 
tual  difguft.  Each  country  reafoned  according  to  the 
opinions  moft  prevalent  there,  and  every  age  has  its  lead¬ 
ing  fentiments.  The  one  carried  the  principles  of  civil 
liberty  and  the  natural  rights  of  mankind  to  a  great  height, 
the  other  was  no  lefs  tenacious  or  the  doctrine  oi  fubordi- 
nation  to  the  parent  ftate,  and  fubmiffion  to  the  regulations 
made  by  the  legiflature.  Had  the  conteft  amen  half  a  cen¬ 
tury  ago,  many  of  the  arguments  which  were  urged  on 
each  fide  would  not  then  have  been  produced.  A  govern¬ 


ment  founded  on  the  principles  of  freedom,  could  not  pof- 
fibly  be  brought  into  a  more  perplexing  fituation  than  that, 
into  which  the  difpute  with  the  Colonies  threw  Great-Bri- 
tain.  Perhaps  no  fovereign  ever  fwayed  the  fceptre  of  thefc 
realms,  that  was  any  way  equal  to  the  objecft  to  be  effected, 
except  Queen  Elizabeth.  That  great  princefs,  who  came 
to  the  throne  at  a  moft  critical  period,  knew  how  to  ac¬ 
commodate  herfelf  to  the  temper  of  the  times.  She  pof- 
feffed  all  the  foothing  arts  which  are  calculated  to  pcrfuade, 
and  knew  as  well,  both  when  and  how,  to  enfoice  obedi¬ 
ence.  She  was  ferved  by  forae  of  the  ableft  ftatefmen  that 
this  country  ever  produced,  and  extended  her  views  more 
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®  than  a"y  °ne  of  her  fucceffors,  the  great 

Jn  ailau  only  excepted. 


A  general  diffatisfaction  prevailed  in  America,  and  agree¬ 
ments  had  been  entered  into  not  to  import  any  merchan¬ 
dize  from  Great-Britain,  which  had  greatly  afFeded  the 
commerce  of  this  country,  although  thefe  engagements 
were  not  ftridly  obferved  on  the  part  of  the  Americans. 

heir  governors,  who  were  appointed  by  the  crown,  but 
pa.d  by  the  people,  were  unanimous  in  their  manner  of 
reprefenting  the  fptrit  of  oppofition  which  prevailed  among 
the  colonies.  In  each  province  contentions  between  the 
governor  and  the  houfe  of  reprefen tatives  were  frequent, 
ar*d  °kftru(fted  the  public  bufinefs  in  every  feflion.  The 
New  England  provinces  were  the  moft  forward  in  thefe  de¬ 
putes,  and  in  theMaffachufett’sBay  they  rofe  to  the  greateft 
height.  There,  no  terms  had  been  kept  for  a  confiderable 
time  between  Sir  Francis  Bernard,  the  governor,  and  the 
affembly,  whilft  each  charged  the  other  with  being  the  caufe 
of  the  diffentions.  In  the  year  1770,  that  gentleman  was 
recalled,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Hutchinfon,  a  native  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  lieutenant-governor,  fucceeded  him  ;  whereupon 
Mr.  Andrew  Oliver,  alfo  by  birth  an  American,  who  was 
fecretary  of  the  province,  became  lieutenant-governor. 
Some  letters  which  were  written  by  thefe  gentlemen,  to 
perfons  in  power  and  office  in  England,  in  the  years  1768 
and  1769,  happened  to  be  procured  by  Dr.  Franklin,  who 
refided  in  London  as  agent  for  the  houfe  of  reprefen  tatives 
«f  the  Maffachufett’s  Bay,  and  were  by  him  tranfmitted  to 
BoRon.  Many  pafTages  in  thefe  letters  gave  great  offence 
to  the  Boflonians,  particularly  the  following  in  one  of  go¬ 
vernor  Hutchinfon’s  letters;  “  I  never  think  of  the  meafurcs 
neceffary  for  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  colonies,  with- 
tr-n.  pain.  I  here  rnuft  be  an  abridgment  oi  what  are  called 
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Englifh  liberties.  I  relieve  myfelf  by  confidering,  that  im 
a  remove  from  the  ftate  of  nature  to  the  moll  perfect  date  off 
government,  there  muft  be  a  great  reftraintof  natural  liberty, 
I  doubt  whether  it  is  poftible  to  project  a  fyftem  of  govern¬ 
ment,  in  which  a  colony  three  thou  fan d  miles  diftant 
from  the  parent  hate,  fhall  enjoy  all  the  liberty  of  the  pa¬ 
rent  ftate.  I  am  certain  I  have  never  yet  feen  the  projection. 
I  wifh  the  good  of  the  colony,  when  I  wifh  to  fee  feme  far¬ 
ther  reftraint  of  liberty,  rather  than  the  connection  with  the 
parent  ftate  fhould  be  broken  ;  for  I  am  fure,  fuch  a  breach 
muft  be  the  ruin  of  the  colony.”  Speaking  of  the  combi¬ 
nation  of  the  American  merchants,  he  fays,  cc  But  it  is  not 
poftibie  that  provifton  for  diffolving  thefe  combinations,  and 
fubjedling  all  who  do  not  renounce  them  to  penalties  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  offence,  fhould  not  be  made,  the  ftrft:  week  the 
parliament  meets.  Certainly,  all  parties  will  unite  in  fa 
extraordinary  a  cafe,  if  they  never  do  in  any  other,” 

In  confequence  of  the  difeoveryof  thefe  letters,  an  addrefs 
from  the  representatives  of  Maftachufett’s  Bay  to  the  Kins, 
was  tranfmitted  from  Bofton  to  their  agent,  and  by  him  de¬ 
livered  to  the  American  fecretary  *.  In  it  they  petition  his 
majefty  to  remove  their  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,, 
whofe  conduct  had  a  natural  and  efficacious  tendency  to 
interrupt  and  alienate  the  affections  of  bis  majefty,  whom 
they  ftyle  their  rightful  fovereign,  from  his  loyal  province, 
and  to  deftroy  all  harmony  and  good-will  between  Great- 
Britain  and  the  colonies.  They  likewife  charge  their  go¬ 
vernor  and  his  lieutenant,  with  having  been  among  the 
chief  inftruments  in  introducing  a  fleet  and  an  army  into 
the  province,  to  eftablifh  and  perpetuate  their  plans.  This 
addrefs  was  afterwards  laid  before  a  committee  of  the  privy  - 

council^ 
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council,  who  reported  the  charges  in  the  petition  to  be 
groundless,  vexatious  and  fcandalous,  and  that  the  petition 
ought  to  be  difmiffed. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  an  a£t  of  parliament 
was  paffed  towards  the  clofe  of  the  lafl  feffion,  enabling  the 
Eafl-India  Company  to  export  teas  duty-free.  In  confe- 
quence  of  which,  the  Company  refolved  upon  a  mode  of 
trade  which  they  had  never  before  adopted,  and  inflead  of 
difpofing  of  their  teas  at  public  fale,  freighted  feveral  fhips 
for  the  American  colonies,  on  their  own  account,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  agents  there  for  the  difpofal  of  their  cargoes. 


Many  flrong  rcafons  were  urged  again!!  this  meafure.  It 
could  not  be  expected  to  afford  the  Company  any  relief  from 
their  prefent  embarraffments,  as  the  returns  would  not  be 
made  expeditioufly,  nor  perhaps  punctually,  even  if  the  teas 
fhould  find  as  good  a  market  as  the  mofl  ftrenuous  advifer  of 
the  meafure  could  expeel.  But  if  the  excefs  of  their  flock 
of  teas  was  difpefed  of  at  public  fale,  the  merchants  would 
become  purchafers  to  a  very  large  amount,  and  the  time  of  pay¬ 
ment  could,  in  that  cafe,  be  afeertained.  It  was  even  calcu- 
culated,  that  a  fum  of  money  might  be  raifed  by  that  means, 
fufheient  to  extricate  the  Company  from  their  difficulties. 
A  gentleman  dillinguifhed  for  his  abilities,  and  who  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  difpofition  of  the  Americans,  as 
well  as  the  intereffs  of  the  Company  *,  told  the  chairman, 
that  the  Company  were  criminally  abfurd,  becaufe  they  were 
prefenting  themfelves  as  the  butt  in  the  controverfy,  where 
they  would  probably  come  off  with  the  lofs  of  all  their  mer¬ 
chandize.  However,  it  was  the  favourite  plan  of  admini- 


firation,  that  the  Company 


fhould  become  their  own  factors. 


*  Governor  Johnftone, 


Notwithflanding 
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Notwithffanding  the  colonies  adlually  received  their  teas 
at  qd.  a  pound  cheaper  than  they  had  formerly  done,  yet 
they  were  not  thereby  induced  to  purchafe  them.  They 
faid,  that  the  Eafl-India  Company  were  quitting  their  ufual 
line  of  condudl,  and  wantonly  becoming  the  inflrument  to 
give  efficacy  to  an  odious  law.  Throughout  the  colonies, 
the  molt  violent  oppofition  to  the  landing  of  the  teas  pre¬ 
vailed,  and  without  any  interchange  of  fentirnent,  every 
port-town  along  that  extcnfive  coaff  was  a&uated  by  the 
ame  fpirit. 


f 


When  the  tea-fhips  were  expedfed  to  arrive,  the  agents 
appointed  to  receive  them  were  compelled  to  renounce  their 
engagements,  and  folemnly  bind  themfelves  not  tq  adl :  the 
people  delegated  committees  in  different  towns  and  pro¬ 
vinces,  to  whom  they  gave  the  moff  extenfive  powers. 
Merchants  were  compelled  to  fubmit  their  books  to  the  in- 
fpeelion  of  thefe  regulators,  who  affumed  the  power  of  im¬ 
posing  tells,  and  inflicling  punifhments  on  fuch  as  oppofed 
their  proceedings.  A  cuffom-houfe  officer,  named  Malcolm, 
was  tarred  and  feathered,  and  in  that  manner  led  about  the 
town  of  Bofton.  Thefe  violent  meafures  were  not  confined 
to  thofe  places  which  had  (hewn  the  moff  active  difpcfitjon 
to  contend  with  the  mother-country,  the  more  peaceable 
and  orderly  provinces,  on  this  occafion,  departed  from  their 
former  principles,  and  became  equally  violent  in  oppofmv 
the  landing  of  the  teas. 


When  three  of  the  Company’s  Blips  arrived  at  Bofton, 
hi  December,  177 3?  captains,  alarmed  at  the  fpirit  which 
Prevailed  among  the  people,  offered  to  return  to  England, 
without  landing  their  cargoes,  if  they  could  obtain  the  pro¬ 
per  difcharges  from  the  tea-confignees,  the  cuffom-houfe, 
*ind  the  governor:  but  though  thefe  officers  would  not  ven¬ 


ture 


\ 
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turc  to  land  the  tea,  yet  they  refufed  the  captains  a  dis¬ 
charge,  whiift  their  cargoes  remained  on  board,  for  the  de* 
livery  ol  which  they  were  chartered  by  the  Company.  The 
night  after  the  governor  had  given  his  refufal  *,  a  number  of 
armed  men,  difguifed  like  Mohawk  Indians,  went  on  board 
the  fhips,  and,  in  lefs  than  four  hours,  emptied  every  cheft 
of  tea  on  board  them  {hips,  amounting  to  three  hundred 
and  forty-two,  into  the  fea,  without  the  lead  damage  done 
to  the  fhips,  or  any  other  property ;  which  having  done, 
they  retired.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  governor,  the  civil 
power,  the  garrifon  of  Fort  William,  and  the  armed  fhips 
in  the  harbour,  were  totally  inadtive  on  this  occafion  f . 

At  all  the  other  American  ports,  where  tea-fhips  arrived* 
the  inhabitants  obliged  the  captains  to  return  without 
breaking  bulk,  (as  the  people  of  Boflon  were  defirous  of 
doing)  except  at  Charles  Town  in' South  Carolina,  where 
the  teas  were  landed  and  put  into  a  damp  cellar,  whereby 
the  whole  became  rotten  and  ufelefs. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  1774,  his  majefty  opened  the 
feflion  of  parliament  with  a  fpeech  from  the  throne,  before 
the  news  of  this  outrage  had  arrived.  In  it  he  obferved, 
that  the  (late  of  foreign  affairs  afforded  full  leifure  for  the 
legiflature  to  attend  to  the  improvement  of  our  internal  and 
domeflic  Situation,  and  to  the  profecution  of  fuch  meafures 
as  more  immediately  refpedted  the  prefervation  and  advance- 

*  December  18. 

f  A  letter  was  afterwards  read  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  from 
Col.  Lellie,  who  commanded  at  Bolton  at  that  time,  in  which  he  laid,  that 
neither  the  governor,  the  council,  nor  any  of  the  cnltojn-hoiife  officer? 
had  applied  to  him  for  afliltance.  If  they  had,  he  could  molt  ceitainljr 
have  put  a  flop  to  all  the  riots  and  violences,  but  not  without  blood- 
ihed,  firing  upon  the  town,  and  killing  feme  innocent  people. 

men! 


ir.ertt  of  the  revenue  and  commerce  of  this  kingdom  :  smohg 
thefe  objects,  the  ftate  of  the  gold  coin  was  particularly  re¬ 
commended  to  the  attention  of  parliament# 

The  houfe  fat  near  two  months  before  any  meafures  were 


foon  after  its  affembling.  At  length  the  premier  delivered 


a  meftage  from  his  rnajefty  informing  the  houie,  chat 
in  confequence  of  the  unwarrantable  practices  carried  on  in 


North  America  ;  and  particularly  of  the  violent  and  out¬ 


rageous  proceedings  at  the  town  and  port  of  Bofton,  with 
a  view  of  obftrudling  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom,  and 
upon  grounds  and  pretences  immediately  fubverfive  of  the 


conftitution,  it  was  thought  fit  to  lay  the  whole  matter 
before  parliament  ‘  fully  confiding,  as  well  in  their  zeal 
for  the  maintenance  of  his  majefty’s  authority,  as  in  their 
attachment  to  the  common  intereft  and  welfare  of  all  his 
dominions  ;  that  they  would  not  only  enable  him  effectually 
to  take  fuch  meafures,  as  may  be  moft  likely  to  put  an  im¬ 
mediate  flop  to  thefe  diforders,  but  would  alfo  take  into 
their  moft  ferious  confideration,  what  farther  regulations 
and  permanent  proviftons  may  be  neceflary  to  be  eftablifhed, 
for  better  fecuring  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  juft: 
dependence  of  the  colonies  upon  the  crown  and  parliament 
of  Great-Britain.” 

Immediately  after  the  delivery  of  this  meftage,  upwards 
of  one  hundred  papers  refpedting  American  affairs  were 
brought  up  ;  they  confifted  of  copies  and  extracts  of  letters 
from  the  different  magiftrates  and  officers  in  America.  The 
votes  and  refolutions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  with 


*  March  1774. 
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many  other  authentic  documents.  An  addrefs  being  re¬ 
turned  to  his  majefty,  ftrongly  expreffing  the  readinefs  of 
tne  ho  life  to  comply  with  the  purport  of  the  royal  rnefiage, 
thv.  minilcer  foon  after  *  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
“  for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  officers  concerned  in  the 
coile&ion  and  management  of  his  majefty’s  duties  and 
cuftomSj  from  the  town  of  Bofton,  in  the  province  of  the 
IVxaftachufett  s-bay,  in  North  America  3  and  to  difcontinue 
the  landing  and  difcharging,  lading  and  fhipping  of  goods, 
wares  and  merchandize  at  the  faid  town  of  Bofton,  or 
within  the  harbour  thereof.”  His  lordfhip  entered  into  a 
juftification  of  the  governor’s  condudt,  whom  he  defcribed 
to  have  taken  every  method  which  difcretion  dilated,  or 
good  policy  authorized,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company’s  property,  the  fafety  of  the  confignees,  and  the 
preferving  of  order  and  quiet  in  the  town.  The  military 
foice  in  the  caflie,  and  the  fhips  of  war  in  the  harbour, 
might  indeed  have  been  called  in  to  fave  the  tea  from 
deduction  3  Tut  as  the  leading  men  in  Bofion  had  al¬ 
ways  made  great  complaints  of  the  interpofition  of  the 
aimy  and  navy,  and  charged  all  difturbances  of  every  fort 
to  their  account  3  he  with  great  prudence  and  temperance, 
determined,  from  the  beginning,  to  decline  a  meafure,  which 
would  have  been  fo  irritating  to  the  minds  of  the  people  ; 
and  might  well  have  hoped,  that  by  this  confidence  in  their 
conduct,  ana  tr uffc  repofedin  the  civil  power,  he  fhould  have 
calmed  their  tuioulence,  and  preferved  the  public  tran¬ 
quillity. 

He  faid  it  was  henceforth  impoffible  for  our  commerce 
to  be  fafe  in  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  and  it  was  highly  ne- 
ceffary  that  fome  port  fhould  be  found  for  the  landing  of 
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our  merchandize.  That  it  was  no  new  thing  for  a  whole 
town  to  be  fined,  although  thereby  feme  few  innocent 
individuals  might  fuffer,  when  the  authority  of  fuch  a  town 
had  been,  as  it  were,  afleep  and  inaflive.  He  inftanced  the 
city  of  London  in  king  Charles  If.  time,  when  Dr.  Lamb 
was  killed  by  unknown  perfons,  the  city  was  fined  for  it*; 
and  the  cafe  of  Edinburgh,  in  Captain  Porteous’s  affair, 
when  a  fine  was  fet  upon  the  whole  city  ;  and  alfo  at 

*  The  fine  impofed  was  6000 1.  His  lordfhip  herein  committed  an  ana- 
chronifm,  it  happened  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  in  the  year  1728.  Lamb, 
a  creature  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  at  the  time  when  the  houfe  of 
Commons  were  framing  a  remonftrance  to  the  tnrone  againft  that  fa¬ 
vourite,  and  which  occafioned  the  hafty  prorogation  of  parliament,  was 
fet  upon  in  the  ftreets  of  London  by  the  rabble,  and  lb  roughly  beat, 
that  he  died  of  his  bruifes  the  next  morning.  In  confequence  of  which, 
the  Lord-mayor  and  Aldermen  were  fent  for  to  appear  at  the  council 
table,  and  were  there  examined  ;  and  at  firft  threatened  that  theyfhould 
lofe  their  charter,  if  they  did  not  difeover  and  deliver  up,  the  principal 
agents  in  the  uproar  :  however,  the  offence  was  afterwards  expiated  by 
a  fine.  Kennet ,  E  chard,  Hume,  take  no  notice  of  this  tran faction. 

Buckingham  about  two  months  after  was  ftabbed  at  Portfmouth. 

The  propriety  of  adducing  this  infiance  of  amercement,  to  juftify  & 
meafure  ftill  more  violent,  although  carried  into  execution,  in  an  age 
when  the  rights  of  individuals,  as  well  as  of  public  bodies,  were  fully 
afeertained,  may  be  ftrongly  obje£ted  to.  It  is  authentically  tranfmittecl 
to  us,  that  Sir  Francis  Seymour,  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
not  many  days  before  this  riot,  had  Laid  in  that  aflembly,  when  the 
fuppfies  were  debated  upon,  ec  How  can  we  fpeak  of  giving,  till  we 
know  whether  we  have  any  thing  to  give  ;  for  if  his  majefty  may  be 
perfuaded  to  take  what  he  will,  what  need  we  give  He  then  enume¬ 
rated  the  arbitrary  a£ls  which  had  been  exercifed  againft  the  fubjeft, 
and  faid,  u  To  countenance  thefe  proceedings,  hath  it  not  been  preached, 
in  the  pulpit,  or  rather  prated,  that  all  nve  have  is  the  King's  by  divine 
right  P"  And  Sir  Robert  Philips  on  the  fame  occafion,  laid,  <f  The 
grievances  by  which  we  are  opprefted,  I  draw  under  two  heads  ;  a£Is 
of  power  againft  law,  and  the  judgment  oi  lawyers  againft  our  liberty, 
RuJhvjorth' s  Hijlr  GelUfliotih  Vol.  I*  Franhlyn  s  Annals* 
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Glafgow,  where  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Campbell  was  pulled 
down,  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  town  was  fequeftered  to 
make  goou  the  damage.  Boffon,  he  oblerved,  was  much 
more  criminal  than  either  of  the  three  cities  he  had  men¬ 
tioned,  for  that  town  had  been  upwards  of  feven  years  in 
riot  and  confufion  ;  all  the  difturbances  in  America,  he  faid, 
had  originated  there. 


The  lord-mayor  of  London  *  prefented  a  petition  ot 
feveral  natives  and  inhabitants  of  North  America,  then  in 
London,  which  ftated  it  to  be  an  inviolable  rule  of  natural 
juflice  that  no  man  fhould  be  condemned  unheard  ;  and 
that  according  to  law,  no  perfon  or  perfons  can  be  judged 
without  being  called  upon  to  anfwer,  and  being  permitted 
to  hear  the  evidence  againft  them,  and  to  make  their  de¬ 
fence.  If  judgment  be  immediately  to  follow  an  accufa- 
tion  againft  the  people  ot  America,  fupported  by  perfons 
notorioufly  at  enmity  with  them,  the  accufed  unacquainted 
with  the  charge,  and  from  the  nature  of  their  fttuation 
utterly  incapable  of  anfwering  and  defending  themfelves, 
every  fence  againft  falfe  accufation  will  be  pulled  down. 
They  afked,  by  what  rule  of  juftice  can  the  town  be  pu¬ 
nched  for  a  civil  injury,  committed  by  perfons  not  known 
to  belong  to  it  ?  The  petitioners  conceive  that  there  is  not 
an  inftance,  even  in  the  mod  arbitrary  times,  in  which  a 
city  was  punifhed  by  parliamentary  authority  without  being 
heard,  for  a  civil  offence,  not  committed  within  their  ju- 
rifdidfion,  and  without  redrefs  having  been  fought  at  com¬ 
mon  law.  The  inflance  brought  of  the  city  of  London, 
was  for  a  murder  committed  within  its  walls,  by  its  citizens, 
in  open  day  :  but  in  this  cafe,  arbitrary  as  the  times  were, 
the  trial  was  public  ;  in  a  court  of  common  law,  the  party 
heard,  and  the  law  laid  down  by  the  Judges.  In  the  cafe 


*  Mr.  Bull. 


.asnuB  ajatmSSk 


C  ns  3 

of  Edinburgh  indeed,  parliament  did  interpofe  ;  but  th°s 
was  to  punifh  the  commiflion  of  an  atrocious  murder,  with¬ 
in  her  gates  ;  and  aggravated  by  an  overt  a&  of  high  treafon, 
in  executing,  againft  the  exprefs  will  of  the  crown,  the 
kind’s  laws.  Both  thefe  cities  had  by  charter,  the  whole 
executive  power  within  themfelves  ;  and  in  both  cafes, 
full  time  was  allowed  them  to  difcharge  their  duty,  and 
they  were  heard  in  their  defence.  But  neither  has  time 
been  allowed  in  this  cafe,  nor  is  the  accufed  heard,  nor  is 
Boflon  a  walled  town,  nor  was  the  fact  committed  within 
it;  nor  is  the  executive  power  in  its  hands,  as  it  is  in 
thofe  of  London  and  Edinburgh.  On  the  contrary,  the 
governor  himfelf  holds  that  power,  and  has  been  advifed  by 
his  majefly’s  council  to  carry  it  into  execution.  If  it  has 
been  negleCted,  he  alone  is  anfwerable  :  and  perhaps,  the  due 
courfe  of  law  is  operating  there  to  the  difeovery  and  pro- 
fecution  of  the  real  offenders.  The  petition  flrongly  in¬ 
filled  on  the  exceilive  rigour  and  injuflice  of  the  a  cl,  its 
tendency  to  alienate  the  affe&ipns  of  America  from  this 
country,  and  that  her  attachments  cannot  long  furvive  the 
juflice  of  Great-Britain. 

The  reply  to  the  pleas  urged  in  this  petition  was,  that 
the  cafe  called  for  immediate  redrefs  ;  it  was  unbecoming 
the  dignity  of  parliament,  tox  fuller  chicane  and  fubterfuge 
to  evade  the  execution  of  fubflantial  juftice.  It  was  afked, 
if  the  houfe  doubted  either  the  reality  or  degree  of  the 
olfence,  or  of  their  own  competency  to  enquire  into  and 
punifh  it  ?  Lord  North  would  not  undertake  to  fay  what 
would  be  the  confequence  or  event  of  this  meafure,  but 
he  was  flrongly  of  opinion  it  would  be  falutary  and  effectual. 

Little  oppofition  was  fhewn  to  the  bill  at  its  introduction, 
but  on  its  third  reading,  flrong  efforts  were  made  to  change 
the  fentiment  of  the  houfe. 
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,  Governor  Johnftone  predicted  to  the  houfe,  that  the 
effect  of  this  bill  muff  be  a  general  confederacy  to  refift  the 
power  of  this  country.  He  called  it,  irritating,  tempting, 
nay  inviting  men  to  thofe  deeds  by  ineffectual  expedients  \ 
the  aberrations  of  an  undecifive  mind,  incapable  of  com¬ 
prehending  the  chain  of  confequences  which  muff  refult 
from  fuch  a  law.  The  queftion  of  taxing  America,  he 
fa  id,  was  fufficiently  nice  to  palliate  refiffance,  if  the  fub-  ' 
je£t  had  never  been  difputed  in  this  country  :  but  after  the 
Jiigheff  characters  of  the  ffate  had  declared  againft  the  right 
of  this  country  to  impofe  taxes  on  America,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  revenue  ;  alter  the  general  voice  of  the  fenate  had 
concurred  in  repealing  the  ffamp-act  upon  that  principle, 
there  is  fo  much  mitigation  to  be  pleaded  in  favour  of  the 
Americans  from  this  circumffance,  allowing  them  in  an 
error  at  prefent,  that  it  will  be  the  height  of  cruelty  to 
enforce  contrary  maxims  with  any  degree  of  feverity,  at 
firff,  before  due  warning  is  given.  It  is  in  vain  to  fay 
that  Bofton  is  more  culpable  than  the  other  Colonies. 
Sending  the  fhips  away,  and  obliging  them  to  return  to 
England,  is  a  more  folemn  and  deliberate  a£t  of  refiffance 
than  the  outrage  committed  by  perfons  in  difguife,  in  the 
night,  when  the  fhips  refufed  to  depart.  In  extending 
this  kind  of  punifhment  to  the  other  Colonies,  every  one 
muff  fee  the  danger  ;  and  yet,  if  it  can  be  approved  for 
one,  the  fame  arguments  will  apply  to  others.  If  a  fimi- 
lar  punifhment  were  applied  to  the  Colony  of  Virginia, 
the  revenue  would  be  reduced  300,000!.  a  year,  befides 
the  lofs  of  all  foreign  contradts,  and  perhaps,  of  that  be¬ 
neficial  trade  for  ever.  Thofe  gentlemen,  he  continued, 
who  are  in  the  fecrets  of  the  cabinet,  and  know  how  af- 
furedly  every  propofftion  from  thence  is  adopted  by  this 
houfe,  may  be  warranted  in  their  fanguine  acclamations  in 
favour  of  this  meafure  \  but  the  general  mafs,  who  muff: 
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be  equally  ignorant  with  myfelf  of  what  is  to  follow,  car,, 
have  no  excufe  for  giving  their  aflent  fo  readily  for  punifh- 
jng  their  fellow  fubje&s  in  fo  unprecedented  a-  manner  ; 
and  their  eager  zeal  ferves  only  to  (hew,  how  ready  they 
are  to  obey  the  will  of  another  without  exercifing  their  own 
judgment  in  the  cafe.  My  opinion  is,  that  if  coercive 
meafures  are  to  be  adopted,  an  effectual  force  fhould  be 


immediately  carried  into  the  heart  of  the  colony  refilling, 
to  crufli  rebellion  in  the  bud,  before  a  general  confede¬ 
racy  can  be  formed,  tor  my  own  part,  I  am  convinced 
from  experience  in  the  Colonies,  that  good  government 
may  be  maintained  there,  upon  rational  grounds,  as  well 


as  in  this  country. 


That  the  power  of  refloring  the  port  of  Bofton  to  its 
former  rights  fhould  be  abfolutely  veiled  in  the  crown,  was 
objected  to.  Is  it  neceffary,  it  was  afked,  either  for 
punifhment  of  the  Boftonians,  or  for  fatisfa&ion  to  the 
Eaft-India  Company  ?  Such  a  regulation  could  only  be 
made  for  the  purpofe  of  eflahlifhing  a  precedent,  of  deliver¬ 
ing  over  whole  towns  and  communities  to  an  arbitrary  dif- 
cretion  in  the  crown.  Until  now,  no  precedent  could  be 
produced,  of  a  maritime  city  being  deprived  of  its  port, 
and  then  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  crown,  to  reftore  the 
port  or  not,  at  pleafure. 

No  divifion  took  place,  -and  the  bill  was  immediately 
carried  to  the  .Lords  *. 


In  the  debate  on  this  bill,  Mr.  Charles  Fox  appeared, 
for  the  firft  time,  among  the  minority.  In  the  courfe  ot 
this  feffion  he  had  frequently  fhewn  himfelf  adverfe  to  the 
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opinions  Oi  the  fir  ft  lord  of  tbs  treafury,  and  about  the 
time  when  this  bill  began  to  be  agitated,  he  quitted  his 
feat  at  the  treafury. 

In  (.he  houle  or  Lords,  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  took  an 
active  part  in  oppofing  the  bill.  He  prefented  to  that 
houfe  a  fimilar  petition  to  that  which  had  been  laid  before 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  from  the  natives  of  America  re¬ 
ading  in  and  about  London.  The  bill  was  Supported  by 
th°  Lotds  Mansfield,  Grower,  Lyttelton,  Weymouth,  and 
Suffolk,  and  oppofed  by  the  Dukes  of  Richmond  and 
Manchefter,  the  Adarquis  of  Rockingham,  the  Lords  Cam¬ 
den,  Shelburne,  and  Stair.  It  paffcd  the  houfe  the  30th 
of  March,  only  five  days  after  it  was  brought  in,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  royal  affent  the  next  day. 

The  bill  ena&ed,  that  from  and  after  the  firft  of  June 
1/  74>  ^  Iball  not  be  lawful  for  any  perfon,  to  fhip  for 
exportation,  goods  from  any  quay,  or  wharf,  within  the 
town  or  narbour  of  Bofton,  nor  are  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
cnandize,  brought  from  any  other  country,  to  be  landed 
there,  under  pain  of  the  forfeiture  of  the  faid  goods,  and 
of  tne  boat,  lighter,  or  vefFel,  out  of  which  they  may  be 
taxen.  Fourteen  days  allowed  to  iuch  ffiips  or  veffels  as 
may  happen  to  be  in  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  on  or  before 
the  firft  of  June.  When  it  fliall  be  made  to  appear  to  his 
majelty  in  council,  that  peace  and  obedience  to  the  laws 
ihall  be  fo  far  reftored  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  as  that  the 
trade  of  Great-Britain  may  be  fafely  carried  on  there, 
and  the  cuftoms  duly  collected ;  if  his  majefty  in  council 
fhall  judge  the  fame  to  be  true,  he  may,  by  proclamation, 
or  order  of  council,  aftign  and  appoint  the  extent,  bounds, 
and  limits  of  the  port  or  harbour  of  Bofton,  and  of  every 
creek  or  haven  within  the  fame  j  and  fo  many  quays  and 

wharfs 
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wharfs  for  the  landing  and  flapping  of  goods  as  he  fhall 
judge  fit  and  expedient,  after  which  it  fhall  again  become 
a  port.  But  this  refloration  of  the  privileges  of  the  port 
of  Bofton,  his  majefty  is  not  empowered  to  grant,  until 
full  fatisfadlion  has  been  made  to  the  Eaft-India  Company, 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  for  the  damage  fuftained  by 
the  deftru&ion  of  their  goods  ;  and  to  the  officers  of  reve¬ 
nue  and  others,  who  faffered  by  the  riots  and  infurrcc- 
tions,  in  the  fevcral  months  of  November,  December,  and 
January. 


Whilft  the  Bofton  port  bill  was  depending  in  the  houfe 
of  Lords,  the  prime  minifter,  in  the  other  houfe,  proceeded 
farther  to  develop  the  plan  concerted  by  government  for  the 
fubjugation  of  the  refi-adory  Colonies,  by  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  relative  to  the  Maffachufett’s-bay,  and  the 
houfe  being  refolved  into  a  committee*,  his  lordfhip  in¬ 
troduced  the  bill,  by  faying,  “  that  an  executive  power 
was  much  wanted  in  that  province,  and  that  it  became 
highly  neceffary  to  {Lengthen  the  hands  of  magiftracy 
there.  The  force  of  the  civil  power  conftfted  in  the  pofie 
c omitatus ,  which  was  compofed  of  the  very  people  who 
had  committed  all  the  riots  and  outrages  which  had  hap¬ 
pened  for  many  years  paft ;  fo  that  the  prefervation  of  the 
peace,  was  not  to  be  looked  for  from  them  ;  and  if  the  demo¬ 
cratic  part  fhew  that  contempt  of  the  laws,  how  is  the 
governor  to  execute  any  authority  veiled  in  him  ?  He  h..s  not 
the  power  of  appointing  magiflrates  or  of  removing  them; 
the  council  alone  have  that  power,  and  they  are  depend¬ 
ent  on  the  people.  His  lordfhip  interred  from  thence,  that 
there  was  fomething  radically  wrong  in  that  conllitution. 
If  the  governor  ifiued  out  a  proclamation,  there  could 


hardly 
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hardly  be  found  a  magiftrate  to  obey  it,  and  it  was  necef- 
ury  lo  have  the  concurrence  of  feven  of  the  council  to  give 
validity  to  an  adl  of  the  governor.  Where  there  is  fuch  a 
want  of  civil  authority,  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  mili¬ 
tary,  be  they  ever  fo  numerous,  can  be  of  the  leaft  fervice? 
-j.  01  ?  continued  his  lordlhip,  I  fhall  always  confider  a  military 
power,  adding  under  the  authority  and  control  of  a  civil 
magiftrate,  as  a  part  of  the  conflitution  ;  but  the  military 
alone,  ought  not  to  add,  and  cannot  do  fo  legally.” 

lie  propofed  by  this  bill  to  take  the  executive  power 
from  the  hands  of  the  democratic  part  of  the  government 
in  that  province,  and  that  the  governor  fhould  add  as  a 
j uid ice  of  peace,  and  that  he  fhould  have  the  power  to  ap¬ 
point  the  officers  throughout  the  whole  civil  eftablifhmenf ; 
fuch  as  the  fheriffs,  provofds,  marfhals,  &c.  the  chief 
juflice  and  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  excepted.  All  which 
officers  fhould  be  removeable  by  his  majefty.  Town-meet¬ 
ings  to  be  declared  illegal,  unlefs  held  by  the  fpecial  con- 
fent  of  the  governor,  or  upon  the  annual  eleddion  of  cer¬ 
tain  officers  which  it  is  the  people’s  province  to  choofe.  He 
propofed  to  put  juries  upon  a  different  footing,  which  re¬ 
gulation  he  acknowledged  to  have  been  fuggefded  by  Lord 
George  Germain  f.  Thefe  regulations  he  apprehended  would 
effeddually  purge  that  conflitution  of  all  its  crudities,  and 
give  {Length  and  fpirit  to  the  civil  magiftracy,  and  to  the 
executive  power  *. 

With 

-f-  This  noble  lord  had  renounced  the  hcrelies  of  oppofition,  and  be¬ 
come  a  convert  to  the  eftablifhed  political  faith,  two  fellions  before. 

*  His  lordlhip,  by  adopting  the  principle  of  this  bill,  went  fomething 
farther  than  bis  great  grand-father  had  done  in  the  year  1683.  For, 
when  the  court  was  at  that  time  refolved  on  depriving  the  City  of 
London  of  its  charter,  the  merits  of  the  caufe  were  folemnly  argued 

before  the  judges  of  the  court  of  King's-bench,  who  declared  the  liber¬ 
ties 
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With  a  view  to  qualify  thefe  fevere  afls,  fome  members  in 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  who  had  affented  to  the  Bofton 
port  bill,  particularly  Mr.  Rofe  Fuller  and  the  Hon.  Con. 
Phipps,  were  of  opinion,  that  fomething  of  a  conciliatory 
and  redreffing  nature  ffiould  accompany  them,  as  a  proba¬ 
ble  means  of  rendering  them  efficacious.  The  advocates 
for  fuch  a  meafure  pleaded,  that  parliament,  whilft  it  re- 
fented  the  outrages  of  the  American  populace,  ought  not 
to  ffiew  a  difpofition  to  irritate  the  orderly  and  well-affe£t> 
ed  part  of  the  Colonies.  That  if  fuch  had  fatisfaftion  in 
the  matter  of  taxes,  they  would  become  inftrumental  in 
retraining  the  inferior  and  more  turbulent  from  outrages  ; 
and  that  this  facrifice  to  peace  would  be  at  very  little  ex¬ 
pence,  as  the  produce  of  the  tax  was  of  no  importance  to 
Great-Britain.  Such  arguments  were  meant  to  pave  the 
way  for  a  motion  to  repeal  the  duty  upon  tea.  The  de¬ 
bate  chiefly  turned  upon  the  policy  of  the  repeal  at  this 
particular  time. 

Lord  North  denied  that,  the  tea  tax  was  an  inconfiderable 
revenue,  and  ftrongly  contended  that  no  a£ts  of  lenity 
fhould  accompany  their  reftridfive  adds.  T.  o  repeal  at  this 
time,  would  fhew  fuch  a  degree  cf  wavering  and  incon- 
liftency,  as  would  defeat  the  good  effe&s  of  the  vigorous 
plan,  which,  after  too  long  remiffnefs,  was  at  length 

ties  and  privileges  of  the  city,  forfeited,  and  that  they  might  be  feized 
into  the  king’s  hand.  In  confequence  of  this  fentence,  the  charter  of 
the  city  was  furrendered,  which  the  Lord  Keeper  North,  in  the  king’s 
name,  reftored ;  but  under  fuch  fevere  reftri&ions,  particularly  with 
refpeft  to  the  choice  of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  fheriffs,  as  left 
the  king  abfolute  mafter  of  the  government  of  the  City  of  London. 
The  tranfaftion  is  related  at  large  by  Rapin.  The  city’s  charter  was 
reftored,  in  its  fulieft  extent,  at  the  revolution,  and  an  a£l  of  parlia¬ 
ment  palled  to  prevent  its  being  reaffumed  by  the  crown. 

adopted. 
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adopted.  Parliament  ought  to  (hew  that  it  will  relax  in 
none  oi  its  juft  rights,  but  enforce  them  in  a  pradtical 
way.  The  legiflature  ought  to  fhew,  that  it  is  provided 
w  mi  fufficient  means  of  making  itfelf  obeyed  whenever  it  is 
refifted.  It  the  tax  upon  tea  is  repealed,  other  demands 
will  be  made  on  the  part  of  America,  which  as  foon  as 
complied  with,  will  be  followed  by  others,  until  even 
America  herfelf  is  furrendered.  If  the  houfe  perfifted  in  that 
wholefome  feverity  which  it  had  begun  to  exercife,  there  was 
no  doubt  but  obedience  on  the  part  of  the  Americans  would 
be  the  lefult  ;  let  but  Great-Britain  maintain  her  rights 
with  firmnefs,  then  peace  and  quiet  will  foon  be  reftored. 

The  houfe  divided  upon  the  queftion,  whether  a  com¬ 
mittee  fhould  be  appointed  to  take  into  conlideration  the 
repeal  of  the  duty;  Ayes  49,  Noes  183. 

This  queftion  being  difmifled,  the  houfe  proceeded  to  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  regulating  the  government  of 
MafTachufett’s-bay.  In  fupport  of  it,  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis 
alibi  ted,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  crown  to  take  away  or 
alter  charters,  if  they  were  found  deficient  of  the  purpofe  in¬ 
tended.  That  the  American  papers  on  the  table  were  fuf¬ 
ficient  evidence  of  the  fa 61,  and  that  it  was  not  neceftary 
for  any  farther  hearing  on  either  fide.  Great  inconve¬ 
niences,  he  faid,  had  arifen  from  the  prefent  form  of 
government,  which  frequently  retarded  bufinefs,  but  which 
would  be  removed  by  this  bill.  Mr.  Charles  Jenkinfon 
faid,  it  was  right  to  take  away  charters  if  they  were  abufed  ; 
and  to  govern  the  Americans,  as  they  were  not  capable  of 
governing  themfelves.  Mr.  Jeremiah  Dyfon  contended, 
that  the  houfe  proceeded,  not  as  a  court  of  juftice,  but  in 
their  legislative  capacity,  regulating  and  fupplying  the  de¬ 
ficiencies 
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ficiencies  in  charters  which  had  been  granted  by  the 
crown. 

On  the  other  fide,  General  Conway  pleaded,  that  the 
Americans  had  done  no  more  than  every  lubjeci  would  do 
in  an  arbitrary  ftate,  where  laws  are  impofed  again  ft  their 
will.  He  thought  taxation  and  legiflation  in  that  cafe  in- 
confiftent ;  and  alked,  have  you  not  a  legiflative  right  over 
Ireland?  Yet  no  one  will  fay  we  have  a  right  to  tax  Ire¬ 
land.  He  p  red  idled,  that  thefe  adts  refpedling  America, 
would  involve  this  country  and  its  minifter  in  misfortunes, 
and  he  wifhed  it  might  not  be  added,  in  ruin. 

Mr.  Pownall,  who  had  been  fome  years  governor  of  Maf- 
fachufett’s-bay,  fpoke  ably  on  the  form  of  government  in 
that  province,  and  concluded  with  charadlerizing  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  as  a  confcientious,  religious,  peaceable  fettof  people  ; 
and  added,  that  a  more  refpedtable  fett  of  men  did  not  exift 
in  all  his  majefty’s  dominions. 

Sir  Edward  Aftley  hoped,  that  if  we  had  had  a  twelve 
years  lenity  and  inactivity,  we  fhould  not  now  proceed  to 
have  a  twelve  years  cruelty  and  oppreftion.  He  deemed 
the  meafure  to  be  a  harfn  one,  and  unworthy  of  a  Britifti 
legihature. 

Mr.  Dowdefwell  pleaded  ftrongly  and  ably  that  the 
province  fhould  be  heard,  before  an  adl  was  palled,  which 
would  entirely  deprive  it  of  its  chartered  rights.  He  pre- 
fented  a  petition  from  Mr.  Bollan,  agent  for  the  council 
of  the  province,  praying  that  the  bill  might  not  pafs  into  a 
law,  until  he  fhould  have  time  to  receive  anfwers  from 
thence  to  letters  which  he  had  fent.  The  prayer  of  this 
petition,  he  faid,  was  fo  perfedlly  reasonable,  that  it  ap¬ 
peared 


t 
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peared  impoffible  to  be  rejected  out  of  the  court  of  the  in- 
quifition.  The  petition  was  rejeded.  T  he  bill  was  carried 
on  the  fecond  reading  without  a  diviffcn* 


Lord  Isorth  then  propofed  a  third  bill,  which  he  hoped 
would  effectually  fecure  the  province  of  Maffachufett?s-bay 
from  future  difturbances.  He  faid,  the  inries  of  that 
country  were  not  eftablifhed  after  the  manner  in  which  our 
juries  here  are  ;  and  therefore  were  not  fo  likely  to  give  to 
each  offender  that  impartial  trial,  which,  by  the  laws  of 
this  country  he  was  entitled  to.  By  the  bill  which  he 
meant  to  propofe,  whenever  it  fhould  be  found  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  that  a  man  is  not  likely  to  meet  with  a  fair  and  impar¬ 
tial  trial,  the  governor  fhould  be  empowered  to  fend  him  to 
any  of  the  other  colonies,  where  the  fame  kind  of  fpirit 
has  not  prevailed  ;  but  if  it  fhould  be  thought  that  he 
cannot  have  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  in  any  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  in  fuch  a  cafe  the  party  accufed  fhall  be  fent  to 
Great-Britain,  to  be  tried  before  the  Court  of  King’s- 
bench  ;  the  expences  of  which  trial,  to  be  drawn  for  on  the 
cuftoms  of  England.  Such  a  meafure,  he  truffed,  would 
fhew  to  America,  that  this  nation  is  roufed  to  defend  its 
rights,  and  to  maintain  the  peace  and  fecurity  of  its  Co¬ 
lonies  ;  and  when  roufed,  that  the  meafures  taken  are  not 
cruel  nor  vindictive,  but  neceflary  and  efficacious.  His 
lordfhip  propofed,  that  the  bill  fhould  continue  in  lorce  for 
three  years,  and  declared  it  to  be  the  laff:  meafure  that 
parliament  would  take  :  after  which,  it  required,  that  his 
majefty’s  fervants  there  fhould  be  vigilant  in  the  execution 
of  their  duty,  and  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  every  encroach¬ 
ment  upon  thefe  newly  created  powers,  and  not  fuffer  the 
leaft  degree  of  difobedience  to  their  meafures  to  take  place  in 
that  country.  The  cuffomary  relief  of  troops,  he  faid, 
which  was  four  regiments,  were  ordered  for  Boffon  ;  and 

General 
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General  Gage  would  go  out  with  them  as  commander  in 
chief,  and  governor  of  the  province.  He  then  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  “  for  the  impartial  adminiftratioxi 
of  juftice,  in  the  cafes  of  perfons  queftioned  for  any  acls 
done  by  them  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  for  the  fuppref- 
iion  of  riots  and  tumults,  in  the  province  of  Mafiaehu- 
fett’s-bay  in  New  England  and  produced  precedents  to 
warrant  the  meafure,  which  were,  that  the  habeas  corpus 
acd  had  been  fufpended  in  the  year  1745.  That  fmugglers 
apprehended  for  offences  committed  on  the  coaft  of  Sufl'ex, 
had  been  made  triable  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  the 
Scotch  rebels  in  England. 

Theoppofition  denied  the  neceftity  of  this  adf,  even  on  the 
fuppoiition,  that  juftice  might  be  perverted  in  New  Eng¬ 
land  ;  becaufe,  in  fuch  cafes,  the  prerogative  of  the  crown 
.might  ftep  in,  and  the  governor  might  reprieve  any  one, 
who  appeared  to  be  convidled  illegally  or  unjuftly. 

Colonel  Barre  declared  he  rofe  with  great  unwill  ing- 
nefs  to  oppofe  this  bill  in  its  very  infancy,  before  its  fea¬ 
tures  were  well  formed,  and  to  claim  that  attention,  which 
the  houfe  feemed  to  bellow  with  great  reludlance  on  any 
arguments  in  behalf  of  America.  Whilft  their  proceed- 
ings,  fevere  as  they  were,  had  the  leaft  colour  of  juftice, 
he  faid,  he  defifted  from  oppoftng  them  ;  and  although  the 
bill  for  fhutting  up  the  port  of  Bofton,  contained  in  it 
many  things  molt  cruel,  unwarrantable,  and  unjuft,  yet 
as  it  was  couched  under  thofe  general  principles  of  juftice, 
retribution  for  injury,  and  compenfation  for  lofs  fuftained, 
he  ctefifted  from  oppoftng  it.  *1  he  bill  was  a  bad  way  of 
doing  what  was  right,  but  ftill  it  was  doing  what  was 
right.  As  to  the  bill  then  before  the  houle,  he  pronounced 
it  to  be  unprecedented  in  any  former  proceedings  of  par¬ 
liament  ; 
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liament ;  and  unwarranted  by  any  delay*  denial,  or  per- 
verlion  of  juteice  in  America.  It  was  fo  big  with  oppreffion 
and  mifery  to  that  country*  and  with  danger  to  this*  that 
the  firft  blufh  of  it  was  fufficient  to  alarm  and  route 

him  to  oppofition.  It  went  to  Higmatize  a  whole  people 

♦ 

as  perfecutors  of  innocence,  and  men  incapable  of  doing 
juteice*  without  a  fingle  fadt  being  produced,  on  which  to 
ground  the  imputation.  On  the  contrary,  the  inftances 
which  have  happened,  are  diredl  confutations  of  fuch 
charges.  The  cafe  of  Capt.  Preflon  was  recent  -3  this 
officer  and  feme  foldiers  had  been  indidfed  at  Boteon  for 
murder,  in  killing  fome  perfons  in  the  fuppreffion  of  a 
riot ;  they  were  fairly  tried  and  fully  acquitted.  It  was 
an  American  jury,  a  New  England  jury,  a  Boteon  jury* 
which  tried  and  acquitted  them.  Capt.  Freteon  has  under 
his  hand,  publicly  declared,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
very  town  where  their  fellow-citizens  had  been  flain,  ac¬ 
quitted  him.  This  is  the  very  cafe  the  atte  fuppofes.  Is 
this  the  return  made  them  ?  Is  this  the  encouragement  - 
given  them  to  perfevere  in  fo  laudable  a  fpirit  of  juteice 
and  moderation  ?  He  denied  that  the  cafes  of  trials  for 
’fmuggling,  and  of  treafon  in  the  late  rebellion,  did  at  all 
apply  to  the  prefent  cafe,  becaufe  the  inconveniencies  of 
profecution  or  defence,  was  comparatively  infignificant, 
on  acccount  of  the  little  diftance  to  which  the  trials  were 
removed.  Fie  took  notice  of  Lord  North’s  expreilion* 
we  mute  fhew  the  Americans,  that  we  will  no  longer 
fit  quiet  under  their  infults,”  and  called  it  mere  declama¬ 
tion,  unbecoming  the  character  and  place  of  him  who 
uttered  it.  He  allied,  in  what  moment  have  you  been 
quiet  ?  Has  not  your  government  for  many  years  pate 
been  a  feries  of  irritating  and  ofFenfive  meafures,  without 
policy,  principles,  or  moderation  ?  Have  not  your  troops 

and  your  fhips  *made  a  vain  and  infulting  parade  in  their 
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ftreets  and  in  their  harbours  ?  It  has  Teemed  to  be  your 
ftudy  to  irritate  and  inflame  them.  You  have  Simulated 
their  difcontents  into  difaffedlion,  and  you  are  now  goad¬ 
ing  their  difaffedlion  into  rebellion.  Can  you  expedl  to 
be  well  informed  when  you  liften  only  to  partisans?  Can 
you  expedl  to  do  juftice,  when  you  will  not  hear  the 
accufed  ? 

After  having  endeavoured  to  fhew  that  the  bill  was 
without  precedent  to  fupport  it,  or  fadts  to  warrant  it,  he 
proceeded  to  reprefentthe  confequences  which  it  was  likely 
to  produce.  A  foldier  feels  himfelf  fo  much  above  the  reft 
of  mankind,  that  the  Uriel  hand  of  the  civil  power  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  check  and  reftrain  the  haughtinefs  of  difpofftion, 
which  fuch  fuperiority  infpires.  What  conflant  care  is 
taken  in  this  country,  to  remind  the  military  that  they  are 
under  the  reftraint  of  the  civil  power.  In  America,  their 
fuperiority  is  felt  drill  more.  Remove  the  check  of  the 
law,  as  this  bill  propofes,  and  what  infolence,  what  out¬ 
rage,  may  you  not  expect  ?  Every  paffion  that  is  per- 

*  * 

nicious  to  fociety,  will  be  let  loofe  upon  a  people  unac- 
cuftomed  to  licentioufnefs  and  intemperance.  Thefe 
people,  who  have  been  long  complaining  of  oppreffion, 
will  fee  in  the  foldiery  thofe  who  are  to  enforce  it  upon 
them;  whilft  the  military,  ffrongly  prepoffefTed  with  the 
.idea  of  that  people  being  rebellious,  unawed  by  the  civil 
power,  and  actuated  by  that  arbitrary  fpirit  which  prevails 
in  the  belt  troops,  will  commit  violences  which  might 
roufe  the  tameft  people  to  refinance,  and  which  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  their  officers  cannot  effectually  reftrain.  The 
inevitable  confequence  will  be  open  rebellion,  which 
you  profefs  by  this  a  cl  to  obviate.  I  have  been  bred  a  fol¬ 
dier,  he  continued,  have  ferved  long ;  I  refpedl  the  pro- 
feffion,  and  live  in  the  ft  r  idle  ft  habits  of  f^iendfhip  with 
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many  officers;  but  there  is  not  a  country  gentlemen  of 
you  all,  who  looks  upon  the  army  with  a  more  jealous 
eye,  or  would  more  ftrenuoufly  refill  the  making  them 
independent  of  the  civil  power  than  myfelf.  No  man  is 
to  be  trufled  in  fuch  a  fituation.  It  is  not  the  fault  of  the 
foldier,  but  the  vice  of  human  nature,  which,  unbridled 
by  law,  becomes  infolent  and  licentious.  When  I  (land 
up  an  advocate  for  America,  I  feel  myfelf  the  firmed:  friend 
of  this  country.  We  owe  our  greatnefs  to  the  commerce 
of  America.  Alienate  your  Colonies,  and  you  deftroy  the 
genuine  fupply  which  nourifhes  your  own  ffrength.  Let 
"the  banners  of  rebellion  be  once  fpread  in  America,  and 
you  are  an  undone  people.  You  are  urging  this  defperate, 
this  deftrudlive  ifTue.  You  are  urging  it  with  fuch  vio¬ 
lence,  and  by  meafures  tending  fo  manifeffly  to  that  fatal 
point,  that  though  a  ftate  of  madnefs  only  could  infpire 
fuch  an  intention,  it  would  appear  to  be  your  deliberate 
purpofe.  You  have  changed  your  ground:  you  are  be¬ 
coming  the  aggreffors,  and  are  offering  the  laft  of  human 
outrages  to  the  people  of  America,  by  fubjedling  them, 
in  effect,  to  military  execution.  I  know  the  vaft  fupe- 
riority  of  your  difeiplined  troops  over  the  provincials; 
but  beware  how  you  fupply  the  want  of  difeipline  by  def- 
peration.  Inftead  of  fending  them  the  olive-branch,  you 
have  fent  the  naked  fword.  By  the  olive-branch,  I  mean 
a  repeal  of  all  the  late  laws,  fruitlefs  to  you  and  opprefiive 
to  them.  Afk  their  aid  in  a  conftitutional  manner,  and 
they  will  give  it  to  the  utmoff  of  their  ability.  They  ne** 
ver  yet  refufed  it  when  properly  called  upon.  Your  jour¬ 
nals  bear  the  recorded  acknowledgments  of  the  zeal  with 
which  they  have  contributed  to  the  general  neceffities  of 
the  ffate.  They  may  be  flattered  into  any  thing,  but 
they  are  not  to  be  driven.  Have  fome  indulgence  to  your 
ewa  likenefs  refpefL their  fiurdy  Engiifn  virtue  ;  retrafl 
2  your 
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your  odious  exertions  of  authority*  and  remember, — that 
the  firfHIep  towards  making  them  contribute  to  your  wants, 
is  to  reconcile  them  to  your  government. 

An  old  member  who  was  very  rarely  adverfe  to  mi- 
niftry,  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  this  bill,  and  concluded  his  fpeech 
with  thefe  remarkable  words  :  “  I  will  now  take  my  leave 
of  the  whole  plan.  You  will  commence  your  ruin  from  this 
clay.  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  not  only  the  houfe  has  fallen 
into  this  error,  but  the  people  approve  of  the  meafure.  The 
people,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  are  milled.  But  a  fhort  time  will 
prove  the  evil  tendency  of  this  bill.  If  ever  there  was  a 
nation  running  headlong  to  ruin,  it  is  this.” 

On  the  8th  of  May  Sir  George  Savile  moved,  for  leave  to 
prefent  a  petition  from  the  natives  of  America  refident  in 
London,  againft  the  two  bills  then  depending,  which  was 
admitted. 

Therein  it  was  afierted,  that  a  charter,  fo  granted  as  that 
of  the  3d  of  Vv  illiam  and  Mary  to  the  province  of  MalTachu- 
fett’s-bay,  was  never  before  altered  or  refumed,  but  upon 
a  full  and  fair  hearing  ;  that  therefore  the  prefent  proceed¬ 
ing  is  totally  unconflitutional,  and  fets  an  example,  which 
renders  every  charter  in  Great-Britain  and  America  entirely 
infecure.  The  appointment  and  removal  of  the  judges  a*, 
the  pleafure  of  the  governor,  with  falaries  payable  by  the 
crown,  puts  the  property,  liberty  and  life  of  the  fubjedt,  de¬ 
pending  on  judicial  integrity,  in  his  power.  The  petitioners 
perceive  a  fyftem  of  judicial  tyranny  deliberately  at  this  day 
impofed  upon  them,  which,  from  the  bitter  experience  of 
its  intolerable  injuries,  has  been  abolifhed  in  this  country. 

#  Mr.  Rofe  Fuller. 
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It  then  proceeded  to  ft  ate  the  objections  to  the  other 
bill*  for  the  more  impartial  adminiftration  of  j-uftice 
in  the*  province  of  Maffachufett’s-bay  ;  many  of  which 
were  fimilar  to  thofe  urged  by  Colonel  Bane,  which  have 
been  already  ftated.  The  bill,  fays  the  petition,  by  giving 
a  difpenfing  power  to  the  governor,  advanced  as  he  is  by 
the  former  bill  .above  the  law,  and  not  liable  to  any  im¬ 
peachment  from  the  people  he  may  opprefs,  muft  conftitute 
him  an  abfolute  tyrant.  No  hiftory  can  fhew,  nor  will  hu¬ 
man  nature  admit  of,  an  inftance  of  general  difeontent,  but 
from  a  general  fenfe  of  oppreftion.  The  petitioners  wifhed 
they  could  poffibly  perceive  any  difference  between  the  moll 
abjedl  flavery,  and  fuch  entire  fubmiffion  to  a  legiflature, 
in  the  conftitution  of  which  they  have  not  a  fingle  voice, 
nor  the  leaft  influence,  and  in  which  no  one  is  prefent  on 
their  behalf.  They  regarded  the  giving  their  property  by 
their  own  confent  alone,  as  the  unalienable  right  of  the  fub- 
ject,  and  the  facred  bulwark  of  conftitutional  liberty :  to 
deprive  the  Colonies  therefore  of  this  right,  is  to  reduce 
them  to  a  ftate  of  vaffalage,  leaving  them  nothing  they  can 
call  their  own;  nor  capable  of  any  acquifition,  but  for  the 
benefit  of  others.  They  entreated  the  houfe  to  confider, 
that  the  reftraints  which  the  examples  of  fucji  feverity  and 
injuftice  impofe,  are  ever  attended  with  the  moft  dangerous 
hatred.  In  a  diftrefs  of  mind  which  could  not  be  deferibed, 
the  petitioners  conjured  the  houfe,  not  to  convert  their  zeal 
and  affection,  which  have  hitherto  united  every  American 
hand  and  heart  in  the  interefts  of  England,  into  paffions 
the  moft  painful  and  pernicious.  Moft  earneftly  they  be- 
feeched  the  houfe  not  to  attempt  reducing  them  to  a  ftate 
of  flavery,  which  the  Englifh  principles  which  they  innent 
from  their  mother-country,  will  render  woife  than  deatn.— — 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  government  of  MafTachufett’s- 
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fray,  was,  that  fame  day,  carried  by  a  majority  of  almoft 
five  to  one 

In  the  houfe  of  Lords  ;  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  a  power¬ 
ful  and  fpeedy  remedy  for  the  cure  of  a  government  which 
was  fo  totally  debilitated  as  that  of  Maffachufett’s-bay, 
Was  the  chief  reafon  affigned  for  the  hade  with  which  the 
bill  was  carried  through,  and  for  declining  to  hear  evidence 
at  the  bar,  and  for  departing  from  the  ordinary  rules  by  which 
judicial  proceedings  are  regulated.  The  lords  in  admini- 
deration  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  the  procefs  was  not  of  a 
penal  nature ;  fo  far  from  it,  that  it  was  beneficial  and  re¬ 
medial  :  they  went  fo  far  as  to  alfert  it  to  be  a  great  im¬ 
provement  in  the  Mafiachufett’s  form  of  government,  be- 
caufe  it  brought  it  nearer  to  the  Englifh  model.  All  thefe 
afTumptions  were  controverted  by  the  minority  lords,  who 
ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the  bill  without  being  able  to  make  any 
converts  to  their  opinion.  It  pafied  on  the  nth  of  May, 
92  againft  20.  The  licentioufnefs  of  the  people  was  hereby 
to  be  fupprefled  by  the  licentioufnefs  of  power.  A  protcft 
was  however  entered  on  the  journal,  which  was  figned  by 
eleven  lords  f , 

In  this  proteft  it  was  maintained,  that  the  rights  which 
the  inhabitants  of  Maftachufett’s-bay  enjoyed  by  virtue  of 
their  charter,  could  not  be  properly  taken  away,  without 
the  definite  legal  offence  by  which  a  forfeiture  is  incurred 
being  fir  ft  clearly  ftated  and  fully  proved  •  and  the  parties 
affected  by  fuch  proceedings,  fhould  have  had  notice  of  the 
procefs,  in  order  that  they  might  plead  in  their  own  de¬ 
fence.  Such  a  mode  of  proceeding  is  not  technical  forma- 

*  127  to  26. 

f  Viz*  Richmond,  Portland,  Abingdon,  King,  Effingham,  P011- 
Conby,  Rockingham,  Abergavenny,  Leinfter,  Craven,  Fitzwilliam. 
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Jity,  but  fubfbantial  juftice.  It  proceeded  to  fay,  that  if 
the  numerous  land  and  marine  forces  which  were  ordered  to 
aiiemble  in  Mafiachufett’s-bay,  were  not  fufheient  to  keep 
that  finglc  colony  in  any  date  of  order,  until  the  caufe  of 
its  charter  can  be  fairly  and  equally  tried,  no  regulations 
in  this  bill,  nor  in  any  other,  brought  into  that  houfe,  are 
fufheient  for  that  purpofe.  Another  objedfion  made,  was,  be- 
caufe  the  appointment  of  all  the  members  of  the  council,  which 
this  bill  veiled  in  the  crown,  is  not  a  proper  provifion  for 
the  equilibrium  of  the  colony  conftitution  :  the  crown 
being  empowered  to  increafe  or  leiTen  the  number  of  the 
council,  on  the  report  of  the  governor ;  which  tends  to  de¬ 
ll  roy  freedom  of  deliberation,  and  wholly  to  annihilate  its 
life.  The  regulation  refpecting  the  fheriffs,  was  another  in¬ 
novation  flrongly  objedled  to  in  this  protefl ;  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  whom,  being  by  the  will  of  the  governor  only, 
and  without  requiring  in  the  perfon  appointed  any  local  or 
other  qualification,  and  making  that  officer  changeable  by 
the  governor  and  council,  as  often  and  for  fuch  purpofes  as 
they  fhall  think  expedient,  is  a  power  which  the  Britifh  con¬ 
ftitution  has  not  truiled  to  his  majefly  and  his  privy-coun¬ 
cil.  Hereby  the  invaluable  right  of  trial  by  jury  is  turned 
into  a  fnare  for  the  people,  who  have  hitherto  looked  upon 
it  as  their  main  fecurity  againfl  the  licentioufnefs  of  power. 
It  concludes  with  faying,  If  the  force  propofed  fhall  have 
its  full  effect,  that  elFecl,  we  greatly  apprehend,  may  not 
continue  longer  than  w.hilfl  the  fword  is  held  up.  To  ren¬ 
der  the  Colonics  permanently  advantageous,  they  muft  be  fa- 
tbfied  with  their  condition. 

The  reception  given  to  the  other  bill,  which  went  to  re¬ 
gulate  the  adminiflration  of  juftice  in  MaiTachufett’s-bay, 

% 

in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  was  fimilar  to  that  which  changed 
the  nature  of  its  government,  where  it  was  carried  through 
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43  to  12*.  The  minority  lords  on  this  occafion  likcwife 
entered  a  very  ftrong  protelb  ft,  in  which  they  afligncd, 
among  other  reafons  for  their  diffent  from  the  bill,  that 
after  the  profcription  of  the  port  o  f  B  oft  on,  the  disiran^ 
chifement  of  the  colony  of  Maftachufett’s-bay,  and  the  va¬ 
riety  of  proviftons  which  have  been  made  in  the  feffion  Li 
new-modelling  the  whole  polity  and  judicature  tfnrc, 
bill  is  an  humiliating  confeftion  of  the  weaknefs  and  inefft- 
cacy  of  all  the  proceedings  of  parliament,  by  fuppoftng  that 
it  may  be  impradbicable,  by  any  means  which  tne  public 
wifdom  could  devife,  to  obtain  a  fair  trial  there  for  any  who 
a£l*  under  government.  By  the  bill  therefore  it  is  virtually 
acknowledged,  that  the  Britifh  government  is  univerfally 
odious  to  the  whole  province  j  and  that  it  is,  or  may  be¬ 
come,  hateful  to  all  the  Colonies  :  which  is  to  publifh  to  all 
the  world,  in  terms  the  moft  emphatical,  the  little  confi¬ 
dence  the  fupreme  legiflature  repofes  in  the  aftedlions  of  fo 
large  and  fo  important  a  part  of  the  Britifh  empire.  The 
bill  therefore  amounts  to  a  declaration,  that  the  two  houfes 
of  parliament  know  no  means  of  retaining  the  Colonies  in 
due  obedience,  but  by  an  army  rendered  independent  of  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  lav/,  in  the  place  where  they  are  em¬ 
ployed.  They  likewife  diffent,  becaufe  they  think  that  a 
military  force  fufficient  for  governing  upon  this  plan, 
cannot  be  maintained  without  the  inevitable  ruin  of  the  na¬ 
tion  :  and  laftly,  becaufe  the  bill  feems  to  be  one  of  the 
many  experiments  towards  an  introduction  of  eficntial  in¬ 
novations  into  the  government  of  the  empire. 

On  the  day  that  this  bill  paffed  the  houfe  of  Lords,  the 
ft  rib  lord  of  the  treafury  entered  on  the  annual  oufinefs  of 

*  May  1 8,  1774. 

-f-  The  protelling  lords  were  Richmond,  Fitzwilliam,  Ponfonby* 

Rockingham,  Portland,  Craven,  Leinlter,  Manchefter, 
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finance  in  the  lower  houfe.  Twenty  thoufand  feamen  had 
been  voted  for  the  year  1774,  including  four  thoufand  three 
nunaied  and  fifty- four  marines,  the  expence  of  which  was 
ifated  to  be  1,040,000!.  The  ordinary  of  the  navy,  and 
building,  rebuilding,  and  repairing  Chips,  amounted  together 
to  864,917].  A  navy-debt  of  200,000!.  was  alfo  dis¬ 
charged.  The  land  forces  for  Great-Britain,  Guernfey  and 
Jerfey,  amounted  to  eighteen  thoufand  and  twenty-four  ef¬ 
fective  men,  including  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
twenty-two  invalids  ;  the  expence  of  which  was  rated  at 
638,630  b  The  whole  amount  of  military  eftablifihments 
in  Africa,  North  America,  and  Europe,  the  out-penfioners 
in  Chelfea-Hofpital,  penfions  to  officers  widows,  ordnance 
nnd  ordnance-debt,  including  the  above  fum,  was  1,532,814] 
The  extraordinaries  of  the  army  amounted  to  288,030  b  A 
million  of  3  per  cent,  annuities  was  difeharged  and  annihi¬ 
lated,  at  88  per  cent,  no  one  perfon  to  fubferibe  to  a  larger 
fum  than  5000  1.  fleck  N  for  calling  in  and  recoining  the* 
deficient  gold  250,000!.  The  mifcellaneous  fervice  was 
at  60,251  b  f  A  million  of  Exchequer  bills  was  paid 

off. 

Tne  fame  itcchcs  were  feleded  on  this  occasion  as  in  the  year  1772, 
watn  a  million  and  halt  was  paid  off,  (fee  page-  74)  viz.  annuities  con- 
fohdated  by  aft  of  parliament  of  the  25th,  28th,  29th,  3*d  and  33d 
years  of  George  II.  and  feveral  fubfequent  ads,  payable  and  tranfer- 
at  the  Bank.  Alio  annuities  confolidated  by  ads  of  the  25th  of 
George  II.  and  the  5th  of  George  III.  called  reduced  annuities,  pay¬ 
able  at  the  fame  place.  Likewife  old  and  new  South-Sea  annuities 
The  price  which  the  dock  negotiable  at  the  Bank  bore  in  May 
was  86i,  that  at  the  South-Sea  Houfe  841  the  difproportion  varying 
only  a  quarter  percent,  from  what  it  was  two  years  before;  during 
which  time  docks  had  fallen  more  than  2  per  cent.  The  douceur  of 

fix  lottery  tickets  was  worth  3  1.  Thefe  terms  were  better  to  the  fub- 
feribers  by  one  per  cent,  than  the  former. 

f  The  particulars  of  which  were  as  follows,  vis.  £ 

New  roads  and  bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  _  69 9 S 
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off.  The  whole  amount  of  the  fupplies  was  given  in  at 
6,159,661 1.  The  ways  and  means  for  providing  this  fum 
were  as  follow.  The  land-tax  and  malt-duties  {food  as  in 
former  years,  the  amount  of  both  of  which  was  rated  at 
.2,250,000!.  The  balance  from  the  finking-fund  on  the 
5th  of  January  1774,  after  it  had  yielded  the  fum  charged 
thereon  laif  year,  was  113,1901.'  The  quarterly  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  finking-fund,  ending  the  5th  of  April,  1774, 
amounted  to  619,303  One  million  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  was  raifed  by  Exchequer  bills.  A 
lottery,  confilfing  of  fixty  thoufand  tickets,  was  difln- 
buted  among  the  holders  of  the  million  of  ifock  paid  off,  in 
the  proportion  of  fix  tickets  for  every  icol..  flock,  to  be 
paid  for  at  the  rate  of  12I.  10s.  each  ticket.  Six  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  was  diffributed  in  prizes,  the  full  amount 
of  which  was  lobe  paid  in  money  on  the  firff  of  March  1775. 
The  fum  of  150,0001.  was  gained  by  the  lottery,  which 
does  not  appear  to  be  brought  in  aid  of  the  fupply.  The 
produce  of  the  finking-fund  was  anticipated  2,080,6961  *. 
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To  the  Truftees  of  the  Britifh  Mufeum  ■  - — ■  — ■ 

General  Surveys  in  North  America  -  1 — 

Civil  Eftablifhments  in  Africa,  and  in  Nova  Scotia,  Georgia, 
Eaft  and  Weft  Florida  - —  ■  — 

To  David  Hartley,  Efq;  towards  defraying  the  charge  of  his 
experiments  to  afcertain  the  practicability  and  utility  of 
prelerving  buildings  and  fhips  from  fire  ■  ■  ■■ 

For  maintaining  and  fupporting  the  Britifh  forts  and  fettle-  ) 
merits  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  .  . . .  -  y 

To  make  good  fums  i fined  by  his  majefty’s  orders,  in  purfu-  ) 
ance  of  addreftes  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  - •  5 
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£  60,251 


Bcfides  which,  the  intereft  of  annuities  created  in  1758,  for') 

the  payment  of  which  no  fund  was  eftablifhed  by  par-  S-  43,64.5 
iiament,  was  replaced  to  the  finking-fund  - - —  3 

*  Which  was  269,110!.  lefs  than  the  preceding  year;  a  fum  fome- 
thing  more  than  equivalent  to  the  incrcafc  of  Exchequer  bills. 
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Fhtcen  thou  fund  pounds  was  voted  of  the  money  receivable 
in  the  current  year,  on  the  duties  and  revenues  direfted  by 
parliament  to  be  referved  for  defraying  the  neccffary  ex- 
pcnces  of  defending,  protecting,  and  fecuring  the  Britifh 
Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America  ;  for  making  good 
fuch  part  of  the  fupplies  as  had  been  granted  to  his  majefty 
for  maintaining  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  plantations, 
and  for  provifion  for  the  forces  in  North  America,  Nova 
Scotia,  Newfoundland,  and  the  Ceded  Illands  for  the  year 
1 774*  The  overplus  of  grants  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
*773>  being  126,981  ^ •  vvas  applied  to  the  prefent  fupply 
"1  he  fum  of  90,9361.  was  produced  by  certain  duties, 
favings,  and  monies  not  applied,  which  were  repaid  into 
the  Exchequer.  The  ways  and  means  were  ftated  to 
amount  to  6,546,1081.  and  to  exceed  the  fupplies  by 
386,447  I. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  feffion,  the  houfe  of  Commons 
to  ok  into  confideration  the  (fate  of  the  gold  coin.  Some  re~ 
gulations  rcfpedfing  which  had  been  made  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  feffion,  and  by  a  royal  proclamation  which  had  been 
iffued  for  that  purpofe.  Evidence  was  given  at  the  bar  by 
fome  of  the  officers  of  the  Mint,  and  a  gentleman  from  the 
Bank,  which  went  to  prove  the  vaft  quantities  of  gold 
coin  which  had  been  diminifhed,  and  many  refolutions 
were  agreed  to  by  the  houfe.  The  deficient  coin  was  called 
in,  without  any  lofs  being  fuftained  by  the  holders,  and  a 
recoinage  took  place.  The  whole  amount  of  the  gold 
coin  brought  into  the  Mint,  in  confequence  of  the  various 
regulations  made  in  the  years  1773  and  1774,  amounted  to 
upwards  of  twenty-three  millions.  We  are  told  by  a  cele¬ 
brated  calculator,  that  in  February  1772,  four  and  a  half 
percent,  might  be  got  by  melting  heavy  guineas  ;  gold 

#  The  excefs  had  been  computed  at  559,149!. 
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in  coin  not  being  permitted  to  be  exported  to  any  large 
amount,  whilft  bullion  was  under  no  prohibition.  What 
encouraged  this  kind  of  traffic  was,  that  the  balance  of 
trade  had  been  generally  againft  us  ever  fince  the  conclufion 
of  the  laft  war,  arifing  from  the  increafe  of  luxury  and  the 
national  debt  j  for  by  the  latter,  large  fums  were  annually 
fent  out  of  the  kingdom  in  payment  of  intereft.  Fhe  fame 
writer  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  enough  had  been  done 
to  reflore  the  gold  coin  by  the  fir  ft  coin  adf,  and  that  all 
which  was  afterwards  done,  has  been  nothing  but  a  pre¬ 
paration  of  the  coin  for  melters  and  exporters. 


\  %  r 


A  bill  had  pafted  the  houfe  of  Lords  with  little  notice, 
and  but  weak  oppofition*,  for  the  purpofe  of  “making 
more  effectual  provifion  for  the  government  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Quebec,  in  North  America,”  and  was  brought 
to  the  commons  on  the  18th  of  May.  On  the  fecond 
reading  it  was  very  ftrongly  oppofed. 

By  his  majefty’s  proclamation,  dated  yth  of  Odlober 
1 7635  the  countries,  territories,  and  iflands,  ceded  by  the 
peace,  were  declared  to  be  formed  into  four  diftincl  govern¬ 
ments,  viz.  Quebec,  Eaft  Florida,  Weft:  Florida,  and 
Grenada,  by  virtue  of  letters  patent,  under  the  great  feal 
of  Great-Britain  ;  and  the  refpedlive  governors  were  veiled 
with  exprefs  power  and  direction,  that  as  fcon  as  the  ftate 
and  condition  of  the  Lid  Colonies  would  admit  thereof, 
they  fhould,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  members  of 
their  refpedlive  provincial  councils,  fummon  and  call  the 
general  aflemblies,  within  the  faid  governments,  refpec- 
tively,  in  fuch  manner  and  form  as  is  ufed  and  directed  in 
thole  provinces  and  colonies  in  America  which  are  under 

*  It  was  carried  forty-one  againft  fifteen. 
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She  Immediate  government  of  the  crown.  And  the  gover- 
rior's  wc»"c  thereby  farther  empowered,  by  the  confent  of  the 
council  and  reprefentatives  of  the  people  fo  fummoned,  to 
make,  conftitute,  and  ordain  laws,  flatutes,  and  ordi¬ 
nances,  for  the  public  peace,  welfare,  and  good  govern- 
nient  ot  their  colony,  as  near  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  laws 
of  England ,  under  fuch  reftri&ions  and  regulations  as  are 
uied  in  other  Colonies.  And  until  fuch  a  form  of  p-overn- 


ment  can  be  eftabl ifhed ,  all  perfons  inhabiting  in,  or  refort- 
ing  to  thofe  Colonies,  were  affured  of  the  royal  protedlion  for 
the  enjoyment  of  the  benefit  of  the  Englifh  laws;  for 
which  purpole  courts  of  judicature  were  dire&ed  to  be  con- 
flitutcd  to  determine  all  caufes,  as  well  criminal  as  civil, 
according  to  Jaw  and  equity,  and,  as  near  as  may  be 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  England,  with  a  right  of  appeal 
to  the  king’s  privy  council,  under  the  ufual  limitations  and 
reftridlions. 


The  Quebec  bill  went  to  eftablifh  moll  important  reo-u- 
lations.  Its  firft  object  was  to  affix  new  boundaries  to 
the  province:  in  doing  which,  it,  in  facl,  renounced  the 
claims  which  had  been  made  by  the  commiffioners  appointed 
by  the  .Britifh  court  to  fettle  with  the  French  the  limits 
of  Nova  Scotia,  or  Acadia,  after  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Cha- 
pcl ;  for  it  made  the  province  of  Quebec,  or  Canada,  to 
extend  along  the  fouthern  coafi:  of  the  river  St.  Laurence, 
from  Chaleur  Bay  almofl  to  Crown  Point;  to  maintain 
the  contrary  to  which,  was  the  principal  bufinefs  of  that 
commiffion.  The  bill,  in  farther  deferibing  the  new  li¬ 
mits  to  the  province,  carried  them  over  the  whole  interior 
country  which  lay  behind  the  New  England  provinces, 
together  with  thofe  of  New  York  and  Pennfylva- 
nia,  to  the  borders  of  the  Ohio.  The  limits  would 
mofl  probably  have  been  extended  quite  to  the  back  of 
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Georgia,  if  the  charter  granted  to  the  province  of  Virgi- 
nia  had  not  conveyed  the  right  to  all  lands  weftward,  quite 
to  the  river  of  Miffiffippi  ;  fo  that  here  the  progrefs  was 
flopped,  and  it  ftruck  off  weftward,  through  no  lefs  than 
ten  degrees  of  longitude,  to  the  caftern  banks  of  the 
fippi,  from  whence  it  proceeded  northward,  until  it  touched 
the  fouthern  boundary  of  the  lands  granted  to  the  Hud  foil  s 
Bay  Company,  being  from  about  the  fortieth  to  the  fiftieth 
degree  of  latitude.  Thefe  regions,  in  which  nature  de¬ 
lights  in  the  majeftic,  include  the  five  great  lakes,  aiu 
much  more  extenfive  than  the  kingdom  of  F ranee,  and  are 
capable  of  fubfifting  a  larger  number  of  inhabitants.  F  he 
other  grand  ohjedt  in  the  bill  was,  to  new  model  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  a  province,  thus  extended  to  the  circumference 
of  a  mighty  empire.  It  granted  the  free  exerc'ife  of  the 
,  religion  of  the  church  of  Rome,  fubjeeft  to  the  king’s  fu- 
premacy ;  and  granted  to  the  clergy  of  that  church,  the 
power  of  holding,  receiving,  and  enjoying  their  accuftomed 
dues  and  rights,  with  refpedft  to  fuch  perfons  only,  as  fhall 
profefs  that  religion  ;  a  right  being  referved  in  his  majefty 
to  make  fuch  provifion  out  of  the  reft  of  the  accuftomed 
dues  and  rights,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  proteftant 
religion,  and  for  the  maintenance  and  fupport  of  a  pro¬ 
teftant  clergy  within  the  province,  as  (hall  appear  necef- 
fary  and  expedient.  In  all  matters  ot  controverfy,  rela¬ 
tive  to  property  and  civil  rights  within  the  province  of 
Quebec,  refort  to  be  had  to  the  laws  of  Canada,  as  the 
rule  for  the  decifion  of  the  fame.  The  governor,  lieute¬ 
nant- governor,  or  commander  in  chief,  with  the  confent 
the  legiflative  council,  have  the  power  of  enabling  new 
laws,  except  fuch  as  lay  any  tax  or  duty  and  repealing 
or-  altering  old  ones,  but  all  fuch  a£ls  muft  receive  the 
royal  approbation  to  be  in  iorce.  Real  and  perfonal  eftates 
might  be  difpofed  of  by  will,  if  executed  either  according 
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(0  the  laws  of  Canada  or  England.  The  criminal  law  of 
England  was,  by  this  bill,  continued  in  the  province. 
The  provincial  affembly  was  hereby  abolifhed,  by  being 
lufpended  in  the  following  terms,  “  and  whereas  it  is 
at  prefent  inexpedient  to  call  an  affembly,”  and  the  coun¬ 
cil  to  confifl  of  no  more  than  twenty-three,  or  lefs  than 
fe\enteen,  compofed  of  penons  reiident  in  the  province, 
and  appointed  by  the  king. 

Mr.  Dunning  called  it  the  mofl  pernicious  bill  ever  of¬ 
fered  to  parliament.  He  reprefented  the  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  thereby  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  as  effen- 
tially  the  fame  in  form,  and  more  liable  to  abufe,  than 
the  one  they  had  formerly  enjoyed  under  the  crown  of 
France  ;  and  that  the  ecclefiaflical  eflablifhment  granted 
to  them,  was  intended  to  cheat  them  out  of  their  civil 
liberties  as  Britifh  fubjedts.  It  was  intended,  he  faid, 
to  operate  two  ways,  firft,  for  eflablifhing  arbitrary  power 
iri  that  vafl  extent  of  country  j  and  fecondly,  to  employ 
that  power,  thus  modified  and  rendered  obedient  to  the 
will  of  the  pofiefTors,  in  affi fling  to  overthrow  the  li¬ 
berties  of  America.  Mr.  Fhurlow  (Attorney-gene¬ 
ral)  flated  to  the  houfe  the  different  governments  which 
had  prevailed  in  Canada  from  the  firfl  fettling  in  that 
country  by  the  French  ;  and  contended,  that  it  was  dan¬ 
gerous,  cruel,  and  unprecedented,  to  effablifh  new  laws 
in  a  conquered  country.  General  Carleton,  Governor  of 
Canada,  was  examined.  He  fhewed  the  inconfiderablc  num¬ 
ber  of  proteflants  fettled  in  Canada,  compared  with  thofe 
vrho  profeffed  the  Roman  catholic  faith.  The  inhabitants 
in  general,  he  faid,  liked  the  old  French  laws  in  prefe¬ 
rence  to  the  Fnglifh  form  of  government  ;  and  he  was  of 
opinion,  the  bill  then  depending  v/ould  be  generally  reliihed. 
In  the  progrefs  of  the  bulmels  many  other  witneifes  were 
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examined;  viz.  Mr.  Hay,  chief  juftice  of  that  province ; 
Mr.  Mazeres,  curfitor-baron  of  the  Exchequer,  and  late 
attorney-general  there,  and  agent  to  the  Englifh  inhabitants 
of  Canada;  Dr.  Marriott,  the  king’s  advocate-genera!  in 
England;  Monf.  Lolbiniere,  a  French  gentleman  of  con- 
fid er able  property  in  Canada.  It  was  propofed  that  General 
Murray,  who  was  the  firft  Britifh  governor  of  the  colony, 
and  continued  in  that  capacity  feveral  years,  fhould  be  futn- 
moned  to  attend,  but  it  was  overruled.  The  information 
obtained  by  thefe  witneffes,  was,  principally,  as  to  the  pre- 
'  ference  given  by  the  French  inhabitants  to  the  French  or 
Englifh  laws;  and  it  feemed  pretty  evident,  that  different 
fentiments  prevailed  among  different  ranks  and  conditions  ; 
the  gentry  made  choice  of  the  French  code,  the  middle  or¬ 
der  and  peafantry  preferred  the  Englifh  laws. 

A  petition  was  prefen  ted  to  the  houfe  from  Thomas  and 
William  Penn,  owners  of  a  great  part  cf  the  province  of 
Pennfylvania,  reprefenting  the  great  injury  their  property 
would  receive  by  the  bill,  and  praying  to  be  heard  by  coun- 
fel.  Another  petition  was  prefen  ted,  figned  by  feveral  mer¬ 
chants  trading  to  Canada,  which  fet  forth,  that  feveral 
claufes  in  the  bill  would  materially  affeeff  their  property. 
Counfel  was  heard  at  the  bar  in  behalf  of  both  petitions. 
A  petition  was  like  wife  prefented  by  the  city  of  London 
againft  the  bill.  Serjeant  Glynn  infilled,  that  it  was  a 
breach  of  the  royal  promife  contained  in  the  proclamation 
in  the  year  1763,  which  declared,  that  all  perfons  who  would 
go  over  to  Quebec,  fhould  be  entitled  to  the  fame  laws  and 
protection  as  they  had  had  in  England  ;  whereas  the  bill 
before  the  houfe  went  to  eftablifh  French  laws,  and  the 

i* 

Roman  catholic  religion.  In  reply  to  the  attorney-general, 
he  {hewed,  that  it  was  far  from  being  unprecedented  to  in- 
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troduce  a  new  code  of  laws  into  a  conquered  country,-  Ire¬ 
land  and  Wales  were  proofs  thereof. 

In  fupport  of  the  bill  it  was  urged,  that  the  laws  which 
regarded  perfonal  property,  and  contracts  between  man  and 
man,  were  much  the  fame  in  France  as  in  England.  The  ' 
French  had  no  notion  of  a  trial  by  jury,  and  difliked  it  as 
an  innovation.  1  he  treaty  of  Paris,  it  was  faid,  had  fe- 
cured  to  the  French  Canadians  the  free  exercife  of  their 
religion,  as  far  as  was  confident  with  the  laws  of  England  ; 
and  our  penal  laws  with  refpeef  to  religion,  it  was  aflerted, 
did  not  extend  beyond  this  kingdom,  as  the  king’s  fupre- 
macy  did  ;  and  the  Roman  catholics  of  Canada  were  obliged 
by  the  a&  to  give  a  proof  of  their  allegiance,  by  taking  an 
©ath  which  was  therein  preferibed,  again#  all  fuch  papal 
claims  as  interfered  therewith.  The  fecuring  to  the  Ro~ 
mifh  clergy  their  tythes,  by  the  acl,  was  no  more  than  pla¬ 
cing  them  in  the  condition  which  they  Food  in  at  the  con- 
queft  ;  fubjedt  however  to  this  difadvantage,  that  no  perfon 
profeiilng  the  proteftant  religion  was  to  contribute  any  thin^ 
to  their  fupport.  The  cxtcnfion  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
province  beyond  the  limits  deferibed  in  the  proclamation, 
was  juftified  by  the  plea,  that  feveral  French  families  were 
fettled  in  remote  parts  of  the  country,  beyond  the  former 
diftridts,  and  an  entire  colony  was  eftablifhed  among  the 
Illinois  Indians. 

The  oppoftion  to  the  bill,  was  founded  on  the  monflrous 
incongruity,  which  appeared  in  a  Britifh  legiflature  eftablifh- 
ing  a  form  of  arbitrary  government  in  any  part  of  the  em¬ 
pire.  Such  a  conduct  was  unknown  in  the  hiflory  of  this 
country,  and  would  have  been  execrated  at  any  other  time 
than  the  prefent.  The  fetting  afide  the  afiembly  of  the 
province,  v/as  imputed  to  the  utter  diflike  which  the  mi¬ 
ni  hr  y 
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mftry  bore  to  fuch  popular  deputations,  as  well  as  to  all  the 
rights  of  the  people  at  large.  The  meafure  was  called  an 
experiment  for  fetting  up  an  arbitrary  government  in  one 
colony,  which  may  be  more  patient  of  it  than  the  reft,  in 
order  to  extend  by  degrees  that  mode  of  ruling  to  all  the 
others.  It  was  afked,  why  is  a  trial  by  jury  aboliftied  in 
fuits  at  law  ?  Can  the  people  be  thought  to  have  an  objec¬ 
tion  to  truft  their  property  to  a  tribunal,  to  which  they  have 
trufted  their  lives'?  They  infifted,  that  the  grand  fecurity 
of  liberty  is  the  power  of  having  civil  actions  tried  by  a  jury ; 
as  in  cafes  of  arbitrary  imprifonments,  and  many  other  vio¬ 
lations  of  the  right  of  the  fubjedft,  the  redrefs  has  been  al- 
ways  fought  in  fuch  a  way.  The  Englifh  refiding  in  Ca* 
nada,  and  the  merchants  of  Great-Britain,  who  trufted 
their  property  on  a  prefumption  that  it  was  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Englifti  laws,  would  be  greatly  aggrieved  in 
being  fubjected  to  French  cuftoms  and  French  forms  of 
trial.  The  regulations  hereby  made  with  refpect  to  the 
religion  of  the  country,  was  much  objected  to.  Every  one 
Teemed  willing  to  allow  the  moll  extenfive  toleration  to  the 
Roman  catholic  religion,  but  many  warmly  oppofed  the 
cftabli/hment  of  that  religion  throughout  the  province,  and 
giving  proteftantifm  no  more  than  a  toleration.  The  po- 
pifli  clergy  gain  a  legal  parliamentary  right  to  a  mainte¬ 
nance,  the  proteftant  clergy  are  left  at  the  king’s  diferetion. 
Both  ought  at  leaft  to  be  put  on  an  equal  footing,  and  legal 
fupport  provided  for  both. 

This  bill  occafioned  greater  debates,  and  larger  mino¬ 
rities  upon  each  divifion,  than  any  of  the  bills  refpedling 
America,  which  had  been  before  the  houfe  of  Commons 
this  feftion.  Many  amendments  were  made  to  it,  and  the 
minority  laboured  hard  to  give  a  trial  by  jury  at  the  option 
of  the  parties  3  but  in  this  they  failed^  as  well  as  in  ob- 
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taining  for  the  Canadians  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus.  In  confequence  of  the  amendments,  it 
was  fent  back  to  the  Lords  for  their  concurrence.  Which 
furnifhed  Lord  Chatham  with  an  opportunity  of  entering 
very  fully  into  the  merits  of  the  bill.  The  amendments 
were  agreed  to  twenty-five  againfi:  feven*.  The  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  City  of  Lon¬ 
don  prefented  an  addrefs  to  his  majefiy,  praying  that  he 
would  not  give  his  royal  afient  to  the  Quebec  bill  ;  imme¬ 
diately  on  receiving  of  which,  he  went  to  the  houfe  of 
peers,  and  gave  his  royal  afient  to  fuch  bills  as  were  ready, 
of  which  this  bill  was  one,  and  then  put  an  end  to  the 
fefiion  f. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  all  the  regulations  made  in 
this  fefiion  of  parliament,  refpedling  the  government  of  the 
American  Colonies,  were  in  exadl  conformity  to  Gover¬ 
nor  Hutchinfon’s  idea  of  colony  adminifiration,  as  ex- 
prefied  in  an  extract  from  one  of  his  letters,  which  we 
have  given  J.  By  extending  the  limits  of  the  province  of 
Quebec,  to  all  lands  fituated  behind  the  northern  and  mid¬ 
dle  Colonies,  which  were  not  exprefsly  included  in  any 
charter,  if  any  fettlements  were  already  made  by  any  of  the 
colonifts  on  parts  out  of  their  limits,  which  was  very  pro¬ 
bable,  fuch  fettlers  would  be  immediately  deprived  of  their 
democratic  fo?m  of  government.  It  alfo  circumfcribed 
the  old  Colonies  within  certain  limits,  which  if,  in  future 
times,  fhould  be  found  too  narrow  for  their  increafed 
population,  thofe  who  fought  new  poflefiions  would  be 
obliged  to  relinquilh  their  chartered  form  of  government, 

*  June  iS*  f  June  22.  J  Page  124.. 
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Another  aCt  which  affected  the  province  of  Quebec  re¬ 
ceived  the  royal  afient  at  the  fame  time  ;  the  purport  of 
which,  was  to  eftablifh  a  fund  towards  further  defraying 
the  charges  of  the  admini  drat  ion  of  juftice,  and  fupport 
of  the  civil  government  within  that  province.  The  French 
had  laid  d  uties  on  rum,  brandy,  and  other  liquors  imported 
into  the  province  of  Canada,  now  called  the  province  of 
Quebec ;  and  upon  all  dry  goods  imported  into,  and  ex¬ 
ported  from  that  province ;  all  or  which,  by  this  aCt,  were 
taken  off,  and  in  their  dead  was  laid  a  duty  of  three¬ 
pence  per  gallon  on  brandy  and  other  fpirits,  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  Great-Britain.  On  Weft-India  rum  or  other 
fpirits,  fix-pence  per  gallon  ;  American,  nine-pence  ;  rum 
or  fpirits  of  foreign  manufacture  one  {hilling.  Molades  and 
fyrups  were  to  pay  fimilar  duties,  according  to  the  ports  from 
whence  they  were  brought.  The  fame  aCt  obliged  every 
perfon  keeping  a  houfe  of  public  entertainment,  or  retail¬ 
ing  wine  or  other  liquors,  to  take  out  a  licence,  for  which 
he  was  to  pay  thirty-fix  {hillings.  The  revenue  arifing 
from  the  duties  on  merchandize,  was  appropriated  to  de¬ 
fraying  the  expences  of  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and 
the  fupport  of  the  civil  government  in  the  province  ;  the 
money  arifing  from  licences  was  granted  to  his  majedy. 
This  aCt  therefore,  ferved  to  edablidi  in  the  province,  both 
commercial  and  internal  taxation  ;  as  well  as  the  right  of 
parliament  to  difpofe  of  the  money  raifed  by  taxes  there, 
either  to  thg  fupport  of  the  province,  or  for  any  other  pur- 
pofe  they  fhould  think  proper  to  apply  it  to.  This  aCt  was 
effential  to  the  perfecting  of  that  fyftem  of  government 
which  was  framed  for  Quebec.  Notwithftanding  which, 
it  was  little  noticed,  either  in  its  progrefs  through  the  two 
houfes,  or  by  the  people  at  large. 
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On  the  icth  of  May,  1774,  died  Louis  XV.  king  of 
France,  in  the  fixty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  fifty-ninth  of 
his  reign,  who  was  fucceeded  by  his  grandfon  Louis  XVI. 
then  almoft  twenty  years  of  age  ;  the  young  king  had  been 
four  years  married  to  a  princefs  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 
On  his  acceffion,  he  found  his  kingdom  recovering  from 
that  ftate  of  confufion  into  which  it  had  been  plunged  by 
the  improvidence  of  his  predeceffor  j  but  who,  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  reign,  had  applied  every  method  to  rectify  the 
diforders  of  the  ftate.  Lord  North  took  occafion  to  fpeak 
©f  this  event  in  the  houfe  of  Commons  ;  he  faid,  “  a  great 
and  good  prince  was  dead,  who  was  a  man  of  an  amiable 
and  peaceable  mind  ;  but  his  fuccefibr,  was  not  only  wife 
and  ceconomical,  but  a  pacific  prince,  who  would  not  enter 
into  any  unneceffary  war  to  try  proje&s,”  The  new  reign 
produced  a  new  minifter  of  finance,  M.  Turgot.  The 
edicts  i fiued  during  his  adminnfration,  were  phenomena 
in  the  political  world:  an  abfolute  king  rendering  account 
to  his  fubjects,  and  inciting  his  people  to  think  ;  a  right3 
whicn  it  has  been  the  bufinefs  of  all  abfolute  kings,  and 
their  min  lifers,  to  extinguifh  in  the  minds  of  men;  but  the 
regulations  which  he  aimed  at  introducing,  excited  fo 
flrong  an  oppofition,  that  he  was  foon  obliged  to  quit  his 
poff,  which  was  given  to  a  man  who  afterwards  accom- 
plifhed  what  the  other  had  attempted  in  vain,  by  introdu- 
cmg  a  very  general  reformation  in  the  government  and  af- 
faiis  of  Trance,  fo  far  as  the  public  revenue  was  con¬ 
cerned. 

Meanwhile  the  confequences  which  were  expedled  to 
follow  from  the  exemplary  punifhments  infii&ed  on  the 
Colony  of  Maflachufett’s-bay,  were  not  realized.  The 
spirit  of  rivalfhip  which  ufed  to  prevail  in  the  American 
fea-port  towns,  now  no  longer  fubfifted,  No  merchant 
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difcovered  the  flighted  difpofition  to  advantage  himfelf  by 
the  diutting  up  of  the  port  of  Bodon,  and  the  Colonies  ia 
general,  indead  of  deprecating  that  vengeance  of  the  mo¬ 
ther-country  from  themfelves,  which  they  faw  fallen  on 
one  province,  confidered  it  as  a  common  caufe,  and  were 
forward  to  exprefs  their  adherence  to  the  principles  which 
had  incurred  fuch  heavy  punifhment.  An  agreement  was 
drawn  up  at  Bodon,  which  was  called  a  fedemn  league 
and  covenant,  the  fubfcribers  to  which,  bound  themfelves 
in  the  mod  folemn  manner,  to  fufpend  all  commercial 
intercourfe  with  Great-Britain,  until  the  Boflon  port- 
bill,  and  the  other  obnoxious  acts  of  parliament  were  re¬ 
pealed,  and  the  Colony  of  MafTachufett’s-bay  fully  re- 
dored  to  the  rights  which  it  derived  from  its  charter.  The 
people  not  only  in  the  New  England  governments,  but  in 
the  other  provinces,  entered  into  this  new  league  with  the 
iitmod  eagernefs.  A  general  congrefs  was  held  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  the  beginning  of  September  1 774,  deputies  to 
which  were  chofen  by  the  houfes  of  reprefentatives  of  each, 
province;  the  fmaller  Colonies  fent  two,  and  the  larger 
ones  feven,  the  whole  number  of  delegates  amounting  to 
fifty-one.  The  province  of  Georgia  alone,  did  not  ac¬ 
cede  to  the  confederacy.  In  this  general  affembly,  each 
Colony  had  no  more  than  a  Angle  vote,  whether  its  deputa¬ 
tion  was  more  or  lefs  numerous, 
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On  the  30th  of  September  1774,  the  parliament  was 
fuddenly  diffolved  by  a  royal  proclamation,  after  having 
fat  fix  years,  and  the  writs  for  electing  a  new  houfe  of 
Commons,  were  returnable  on  the  29th  of  November 
following.  As  this  was  a  very  unexpected  meafure* 
becaufe  an  unufual  exertion  of  the  regal  prerogative,  no 
fimilar  indance  having  happened  for  aimod  one  thirty 
years.,  it  gave  the  rrpmidry  great  advantages  in  the  eleHioa 
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of  members.  Indeed  the  exigencies  of  the  crown  and  the 
Hate  of  public  affairs  were  fuch,  that  adminiftration  could 
not  allow,  that  the  next  feffion  of  parliament  fhould  be 
employed  in  framing  fuch  popular  a&s,  as  conflantly  take 
place  in  the  laft  feflion  of  a  parliament.  The  miniftry  had 
very  important,  and  not  very  agreeable  obje&s  before 
them  ;  the  one  was,  to  pay  off  the  debts  incurred  upon  the 
civil  lift  effablifhment,  and  to  obtain  an  increafe  in  the  an¬ 
nual  revenue  ;  the  other,  to  bring  the  Americans  to  un¬ 
conditional  obedience,  and  only  a  houfe  of  Commons 
which  was  jufl  entered  on  its  functions  could  venture  to 
concur  in  fuch  defigns. 

Although  the  parliament,  which  was  now  diffolved,  had, 
in  fome  particular  inflances,  gone  counter  to  the  minifter, 
and  left  him  in  a  minority  ;  a  condudh  which  had  ever 
been  confidered  in  former  adminiftrations  as  portending 
his  removal,  yet  no  one  of  thefe  inflances  was  fucceeded 
by  any  diminution  of  the  minifter’s  influence,  in  any  of  the 
grand  objects  purfuedby  government;  on  the  contrary,  his 
lordfhip  feemed,  like  Antaeus,  to  gain  ftrength  by  every 
fall.  In  no  parliament  fince  the  revolution,  did  the  crown 
obtain  fo  great  an  increafe  of  influence  as  in  this  we  are 

fpeaking  of.  A  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II. 
was  called  “  the  wonder  working  parliament,”  becaufe  it 
punifhed  the  judges  and  minifters  with  feverity,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  reconcile  the  king  and  his  people.  Other 
parliaments  have  Jikewife  been  diflinguifhed  by  titles, 
expreflive  of  the  general  tendency  of  their  condudl  ;  on 
which  account  that  houfe  of  Commons  which  increafed 
the  national  debt  upwards  of  fixty  millions  during  the  lall 
war,  has  been  called  by  fome  “  the  prodigal  parliament/’ 
On  the  fame  principle,  the  thirteenth  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain  may  with  propriety  be  entitled,  “  the  regal  par- 
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ment.”  At  the  clofe  of  it.  Lord  North  appeared  to  be 
firmly  eftablifhed  in  his  high  office:  indeed,  his  abilities 
were  admirably  adapted  to  the  condu&ing  of  affairs  in  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  by  his  fteady  attention  and  application 
to  bufinefs,  his  coolnefs  in  debate,  and  talents  as  a  fpeaker  • 
for  having  now  fat  in  three  parliaments,  he  had  corrected 
very  ftrong  natural  impediments  which  lay  in  the  way  of 
his  becoming  an  orator,  and  had  acquired  a  very  agreeable 
and  perfuafive  elocution,  which  he  employed  with  great  ad- 
drefs  in  foiling  the  attacks  made  upon  him  from  various 
parts  of  the  houfe.  On  all  occafions  he  maintained  his 
dignity,  without  appearing  to  affume  or  didlate. 


*  2K 


Thefe  qualities  led  a  learned  law  officer  of  the  ciown  to 
remark  in  the  houfe,  that  although  many  members  might 
be  ready  to  name  fome  one  whom  they  confidered  as  bet¬ 
ter  qualified  to  ad  as  prime  minifter,  according  as  their 
party  attachments  or  private  friendlhips  influenced  their 
judgments,  yet  all  thofe  gentlemen,  he  believed,  would 
agree  in  acknowledging,  that  next  to  the  man  of  their 
choice,  no  one  was  fo  eligible  as  the  lord  who  then  held 
that  pofl:  ;  from  whence  he  inferred,  that  he  was  adfually 
the  beft  qualified;  for  if  when  partiality  and  prejudice 
are  gratified,  all  parties  agree  in  their  fecond  nomination, 
impartial  reafon  will  declare  fuch  an  one  pre-eminently 
meritorious 

*  The  thought  was  taken  from  Roffeau,  who  argued  in  this  man¬ 
ner  for  the  fuperiority  of  Italian  mufic  over  that  of  any  other  country. 
The  juftnefs  of  the  above  application  mull  be  left  to  others  to  de* 
cjde  upon. 
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The  amount  and  application  of  the  finking-fund,  during 
the  firft  hve  years  of  Lord  North’s  adminiftration. 

Remainder  of  the  quarter  ending  7  r 

January  5,  1770  _  j  2Qq«'2'7C 

Quarter  ending  April  5  _ 


299>375 

773^40 


Charged  thereon  for  the  fervice  of  7 

the  year  1770  _  f  I?700>000 

Produce  to  the  5th  of  April  i7yi  691,977 

Charged  thereon  for  the  fervice  of  7 
the  year  1771  _  |  1,650,000 

Balance  to  January  5,  1772  191,608 

Produce  of  the  quarter  endinc  1 
APrii5>  J772  —  b  }  §05,398 

—  L 

Charged  thereon  for  the  fervice  of? 

the  year  1772  _  C  I>°56,723 

Balance  April  5,  1773  —  350,193 


,072,615 


2>39L97‘/ 


2,647,006 


Charged  thereon  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  1773  _ 

Balance  to  January  5,  1774 

Produce  of  the  quarter  ending 

APril  5>  1774  — 


2,349,806 

113,190 

619,303 


2,206,916 


3,082,299 

11,400,813 
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In  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  the  national  funded  debt 


was  reduced  as  follow^  • 

A  million  and  a  half  of  annuities,  at  three 
and  a  half  per  cent,  was  paid  olt  at  par 

in  the  year  1770 

A  million  and  a  half  of  three  per  cents,  was 
paid  off  at  90  in  the  year  1772  — 

A  million  of  three  per  cents.  was  paid  off  at 
88  in  the  year  1774  - 


£ 


I,5OO)CO0 

1,350,000 

880,000 


3,730,000 

So  that  the  finking  fund  contributed  towards"! 
the  public  fervice,  during  five  years,  in-  , 
eluding  the  intereft  of  five  millions  bor-  r 
rowed  in  1758*  for  which  no  other  pro- 
? ifion  was  made  J  , 

11,400,813 


End  of  the  First  Part, 
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GREAT. BRITAIN,  &C. 

PART  II. 

From  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  in  America , 
to  the  meeting  of  Parliament  in  November , 

1781. 

CHAP.  I. 

Evils  foretold  on  the  firjl  fettling  of  Colonies  in  America — 
General  Gage  appointed  to  the  chief  command— Elif content  s  in 
America— General  Congrefs  firjl  held— Proceedings  of  that 
hody — Meeting  of  Parliament — Inactivity  of  Governnreni 
towards  America — Various  opinions  among  the  people—  Re¬ 
duction  in  the  army  and  navy— Petitions  and  addrejfes  Loi  d 
Chatham' s  motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  His  plan  of  con¬ 
ciliation — Bill  to  refrain  the  American  fisheries— Mr .  Burke’s 
fyfiem  of  American  government— Unrefirained  liberty  of  the 
prefs— Conduct  of  the  Earl  of  Effingham— Finances  for  the 
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year  1775  Sentiments  of  European  fates  refpefting  the  cm - 
tef  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies . 

WHEN  the  defign  of  fettling  Colonies  in  North 
America,  firft  became  a  national  objedt  in  the 
reign  of  James  the  Firft,  the  fpeculative  politi¬ 
cians  of  that  age  raifed  many  obje&ions  to  the  meafure,  and 
fore-told,  that  after  draining  their  mother  country  of  inha¬ 
bitants,  thofe  Coionies  would  foon  (hake  off  her  yoke,  and 
erect  an  independent  government  in  America  *.  More 
than  a  century  and  a  half  had,  however,  elapfed,  and  nei¬ 
ther  of  thefe  predicted  evils  had  been  realized.  Experience 
had  (hewn,  tnat  the  depopulation  of  Great  Britain  by  emi¬ 
grations  to  America  was  not  to  be  feared  ;  and  the  appre_ 
henfion  01  the  Colonies  becoming  independent  Fates,  feems 
tu  no  time  to  have  been  entertained  by  government  before 
the  conclufion  of  the  peace  with  France  and  Spain  in  £763. 
IN otwithlianoing  which  fecurity,  it  was  evident,  from  the 
nature  of  things,  that  there  certainly  would  come  a  time 
when  the  Northern  continent  of  the  new  world,  being 
overfpread  with  a  race  of  men  active,  enterprifing,  and  en- 
thufiafhcady  attached  to  freedom,  would  begin  to  confider 
.  reiiraints  as  oppreFions.  1  he  Coionifb,  influenced  by 
tnat  univerfal  principle  of  feif-love  which  actuates  com¬ 
munities,  as  well  as  individuals,  would,  in  procefs  of 
time,  recoil  at  the  idea  of  that  fupremacy  and  inherent 
right  of  controul,  which  the  parent  Fate  claimed  to  itfel-f 
in  perpetuity. 

The  efcablifhment  of  parliamentary  taxation  in  America, 
appeared  to  them  to  be  nothing  (hort  of  holding  their  pro¬ 
perty  by  the  courtqfy  of  a  Britiih  fenate.  As  their  Frength, 
ane  confequence  (hould  hereafter  advance,  fuch  views  of 

*  Hume’s  Hiftory  of  England,  Vol.  VI.  jS8. 

things. 
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things  would  of  courfe  prefs  upon  them  with  greater 
weight.  Thus  whenever  their  population  {hould  have 
trebled  its  prefent  amount,  that  acceffion  would  lead  them 
to  difregard  thofe  prohibitions  which  deprived  them  of  the 
liberty  to  work  up  the  materials  which  then  earth  yielded 
for  the  purpofes  of  civil  life  $  when  rifen  fo  high  in  the  fcale 
of  political  confequence,  they  would  certainly  nave  thought 
it  oppreflion  in  being  prohibited  from  manufa&uring  their 
own  iron.  The  prefent  race  of  Americans  did  not  openly 
complain  of  the  commercial  reftri&ions  which  are  laid 
upon  them,  but  their  immediate  dependents  yet  unborn> 
if  it  had  happened,  that  an  uninterrupted  courfe  of  profpe- 
rity,  had  nurtured  them  into  a  contempt  of  fecondary  im¬ 
portance,  would  have  thought  fuch  burdens  <-QO  grievous 
to  be  borne  :  at  leaft  the  hiftory  of  mankind  will  warrant 
fuch  a  fuppohtion  j  for  lubordination  can  be  expected  only 
from  the  weak  to  the  ftrong.  When  fuch  a  revolt  {hould 
caufe  them  to  be  upbraided  with  ingratitude  to  their  parent 
ftate,  they  might  have  replied,  “  we  have  enriched  you  by 
our  commerce  whilft  we  were  your  dependents,  we  will  ftill 
continue  to  do  fo  on  the  footing  of  friends  and  equals,  but 
our  ftate  of  minority  is  now  path” 

An  independent  condition  is  always  accompanied  by  an 
independent  fpirit.  Even  a  colony  of  Frenchmen,  in 
whofe  breafts  allegiance  to  their  King  is  the  moft  addive 
public  principle,  when  they  grew  fufhciently  numerous  and 
powerful  to  fupport  themfelves,  would  have  looked  to  inde¬ 
pendence  as  their  right. 

a  A 

The  nature  of  the  government  eftablifhed  in  Britifh 
America,  and  the  condudf  of  our  Kings  towards  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  has  uniformly  been  fuch  as  to  encourage,  inftead  of 
checking  an  independent  fpirit.  The  general  law  of  defeenc 
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:n  the  New  England  provinces,  is  an  extention  of  that 
which  is  known  among  us  by  the  title  of  gavel-kind,  for 
the  children  equally  fhare  the  patrimony,  which  effeaually 
bars  the  acquifition,  or  at  lead  the  perpetuity  of  large  for¬ 
tunes,  and  greatly  promotes  a  republican  fpirit. 

It  has  been  aflerted,  that  when  a  plan  of  taxation  for 
America  was  propofed  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  he  reje&ed 
it,  laying,  ct  let  fuch  rfieafures  be  adopted  by  my  fuccef- 
fors,  I  never  will  undertake  fo  intricate  a  bufinefs.”  It  is 
however  certain,  that  his  adminiflration  was  the  precife 
time,  for  introducing  fuch  a  form  of  government,  as  fhould 
correct  whatever  had  been  found  to  be  wrong,  or  too  in¬ 
dulgent,  in  the  charters,  and  for  familiarizing  the  people 
to  the  mode  of  internal  taxation,  rather  than  to  the  bur¬ 
dens  of  it,  which  might  have  gradually  increafed  in  pro- 
pertion  to  their  ability  of  bearing  them.  The  more  opu¬ 
lent  and  confiderable  Americans  fhould  have  been  enobled. 
and  ccmpofed  a  legiflative  body  in  each  province,  to  check 
the  democratic  tendency  of  the  popular  affemblies. 

In  fhort,  it  required  the  moft  penetrating  eye,  the  moll 
determined  hand,  and  the  moft  enlightened  head,  to  efta- 
blifb  fuch  a  fyftem  of  government  among  the  rifing  Colo¬ 
nies,  as  would  fecure  their  attachment  and  obedience 
throughout  a  feries  of  ages  \  and  the  proper  time  for  adopt-* 
ing  thefe  eftablifhments  was,  when  they  were  beginning  to 
reckon  their  population  by  millions.  To  introduce  an 
hierarchy  might  be  what  the  friends  of  perpetual  fubordi- 
nation  would  rather  have  wifhed  than  fuppofed  practi¬ 
cable.  Fifty  years  ago  addrefs  and  management  might  have 
proved  fuccefsful  in  warping  the  natural  difpofition  of  the 
people  in  civil  eftablifhments,  but  in  religious  matters  the 
Americans  were  ever  inflexible. 
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The  views  of  the  legiflature  towards  America,  before  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  reign,  were  entirely  occupied 
about  raifing  the  Colonies  from  a  (late  of  imbecility  to  a 
vigorous  maturity,  which  was  no  fooner  effe&ed  than  po¬ 
pular  difcontents  and  unfettled  government  at  home  greatly 
leflened  that  refpetft  and  awe  in  which  Great  Britain  had 
been  held.  We  are  now  to  relate  the  events  which  hap¬ 
pened  immediately  after  pafting  thofe  reftridtive  a£h  of  par¬ 
liament  which  (hut  up  the  port  of  Bofton,  and  gave  a  new 
form  of  government  to  the  Colony  of  Maftachufett’s  Bay  y 
a  time  when  mutual  diftruft  was  rankling  into  bitter  en¬ 
mity. 

That  the  coercive  meafures  taken  by  government  might 
produce  their  defired  effect  upon  the  people.  General  Gage 
was  appointed  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  forces  in  North 
America,  and  Governor  of  Maftachufet’s-Bay.  This  gen¬ 
tleman  had  refided  many  years  on  the  American  continent, 
had  filled  many  refpeddable  pofts,  and  had  rendered  himfelf 
popular  by  his  general  conduct.  On  his  arrival  at  Bofton, 
in  May,  1774,  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  the  late  Governor,  em¬ 
barked  for  England, 

r 

Such  was  the  prevailing  temper  of  the  people,  as  to  render 
them  little  inclined  to  welcome,  with  fincere  gratulations, 
any  Governor  w7ho  might  be  placed  over  them,  however  they 
might  venerate  the  perfonal  qualities  of  the  man.  Nothing 
like  difmay  or  remorfe  had  been  excited  on  the  arrival  of  the 
of  parliament,  by  which  the  port  of  Bofton  was  to  be 
{hut  up.  That  which  was  meant  as  a  punifhment  for  fe¬ 
cit  ion  and  violence,  ferved  only  to  roufe  a  more  general 
fpirit  of  refentment  and  oppofition.  The  people  felt  the 
weight  of  the  chaftifement  rather  as  citizens  than  as  traders, 
and  were  more  incenfed  at  what  they  thought  an  arbitrary 
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deprivation  or  their  natural  rights,  than  deprefled  by  the 
profpeCl  of  ruin  which  it  laid  before  them.  Copies  of  the 
aLl  Pajliament  were  printed,  and  difper fed  with  great  ex¬ 
pedition  over  the  whole  continent  of  North  America 
fouth  ot  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  caufe  of  Boflon  was  re- 
prefcnted  as  tne  caufe  of  all.  I  he  alarm  became  general. 
At  many  places  the  a£t  was  burnt  with  great  folemnity. 
I  he  day  on  which  it  became  in  force*  was  devoted  to  falling, 
prayer  and  humiliation,  throughout  the  whole  continent,  with 
itjy  few  exceptions.  I  his  devotional  fervour  was  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  very  fpirited  conduCl,  which  the  Governors 
of  the  reipeclive  diilridls  in  vain  attempted  to  oppofe. 

The  new  Governor  of  Maffachufet’s  Bay  was  probably 
little  prepared  to  meet  fo  general  and  determined  a  confe¬ 
deracy,  As  he  had  heretofore  had  many  opportunities  of 
acquainting  himfelf  with  the  temper  and  difpofitipn  of  the 
Americans,  it  would  be  a  libel  on  the  Bririfh  cabinet  to 
fuppofe  that  he  had  not  bedn  confulted  on  the  effect  which 
was  likely  to  be  produced  from  this  decifive  proceeding  of 
Great  Britain,  in  which  cafe,  the  opinion  which  he  held 
cannot  be  doubted,  for  by  accepting  the  government,  he 
Clewed  that  he  flattered  himfelf  with  the  expedition  of  re¬ 
vering  tranquillity  :  but  human  expectancy  is  the  vaineC  of 
all  vain  things  ! 

» 

The  firfi  time  the  Governor  met  the  Provincial  Affembly, 
was  merely  to  open  his/ commiflion,  to  fignify  in  form  to 
^hat  body  the  reftriCHve  act  of  par  liament  refpecling  the  port 
of  BoCon,  and  to  appoint  the  next  meeting  to  be  held  at 
Salem  c  n  the  fecond  of  June  following,  for  the  d i (patch  of 
bufmefs,  The  Aflembly,  when  convened  there,  adhered 
clofely  to  the  example  of  the  Englifn  parliament  in  the  reign 
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of  Charles  the  Firft  ;  they  made  the  confideration  of  griev¬ 
ances  precede  all  other  bufineft.  A  refolution  was  paffed 
in  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  that  a  general  meeting  of 
committees  for  the  feveral  Colonies  was  expedient,  and  at 
the  fsme  time  they  named  five  gentlemen  to  represent  that 
province,  and  voted  five  hundred  pounds  for  their  ufe.  1 he 
Governor  refufed  to  confirm  this  refolution,  fo  that  it  be¬ 
came  invalid,  whereupon  the  affembly  recommended  to 
the  feveral  towns  and  diftri£ts,  to  raife  the  money  by  equi¬ 
table  proportions.  The  houfe  then  came  to  many  refo- 
lutions  with  great  fecrecy,  unanimity  and  difpatch  ;  recom¬ 
mending  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  entirely  to  re¬ 
nounce  the  confumption  of  India  teas,  and,  as  far  as  pofiiblc, 
to  difcontinue  the  ufe  of  all  goods  imported  from  the  Eaft- 
Indies  and  from  Great  Britain,  until  the  public  grievances 
of  America  fliould  be  radically  and  totally  redrefied  ;  m 
order  to  which  it  was  recommended,  that  they  fliould  give 
every  poffible  encouragement  to  the  manufaduies  of 

America. 

The  Governor  having  obtained  intelligence  of  thefe  pro¬ 
ceedings,  fent  his  fecretary  to  make  declaration  of  his  dif¬ 
fering  the  affembly.  He  found  the  door  locked,  and 
having  fent  to  acquaint  the  fpeaker  that  he  had  a  meffage 
from  the  Governor  to  deliver  to  the  houfe,  he  received  for 
anfwer,  “  that  the  doors  mull:  be  kept  fall.”  The  fecretary 
being  thus  debarred  admittance,  caufed  proclamation  to  be 
made  on  the  flairs  of  thediffolution  of  the  general  affembly*, 
which  put  a  final  end  to  the  exiftence  of  that  body  in  the 
province  of  Maffachufet’s  Bay,  as  founded  on  the  charter 
granted  by  King  William  and  Queen  Mary.  Still,  how¬ 
ever,  feme  feeble  efforts  were  made  by  a  fmall  number  at 
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Brfton,  to  deprecate  the  vengeance  of  the  mother-country  5 
and  a  fum  of  money  was  raifed  for  the  purpofe  of  indemni¬ 
fying  the  Eaft-India  Company  for  the  tea  which  had  been 
deftroyed  ;  but  notwithfianding  the  Governor  exerted  all  his 
influence  in  cherifhmg  and  encreafing  this  propenftty  to 
obedience,  it  was  borne  down  by  the  tide  of  popular  fury* 
until  the  arrival  of  the  a£t  of  parliament,  which  deprived 
the  Colony  of  Maffachufet’s  Bay  of  its  charter,  and  intro¬ 
duced  a  new  form  of  government  there,  which  ferved  to 
alienate  the  minds  of  the  fmall  remnant  who  had  till  then 
xetained  their  principles  of  loyalty  uncorruptcd, 

1 
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1  he  people  of  Maffachufet’s  (zealoufly  attached  not  only 
to  the  principles  but  even  to  the  forms  which  prevailed  in 
the  la  ft  century,  during  the  grand  conflict  between  the 
King  and  the  puritans)  fubferibed  a  confederacy  which  they 
called  a  folemn  league  and  covenant,  whereby  they  bound 
themfelves  to  maintain  no  kind  of  intercourfe  whatever  with 
Great  Britain,  from  the  thirty-firft  day  of  Auguft  following 
until  the  Bofton  Port  Bill  and  the  fubfequent  American  a£is 
mould  be  repealed.  The  parties  to  this  agreement  engaged 
themfelves  farther  not  to  confume,  or  purchafe  any  kind  of 
gcods  which  might  arrive  after  that  time;  and  whoever 
Kould  import  or  vend  any  goods,  the  manufadure  of  Great 
Britain,  were  deemed  enemies  of  their  country,  and  cut  off 
from  all  focial  intercourfe.  In  civil  contentions,  neutrality 
Js  held  to  be  criminal :  fuch,  therefore,  as  would  not  fub- 
cribe  to  this  teft,  had  their  names  made  public  as  enemies 
to  their  country,  and  abettors  of  the  attempts  to  enflave  it. 

A  philofophic  moderation,  as  it  is  non-efficient  upon  the 
impetuous  multitude,  mull  be  difclaimed  when  the  interefts 
and  paffions  of  men  caufe  civil  diftraaions :  hence  the  ad- 
yocates  for  liberty  are  frequently  hurried  into  aaS  of  tv- 
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ranny.  It  may  be  affirmed,  that  England  had  never  !cfs 
freedom  than  under  the  government  of  the  long  parliament, 
and  afterwards  under  Oliver  Cromwell. 

The  violence  of  the  people  at  Bofton  was  however  fome- 
what  overawed  by  the  arrival  of  large  bodies  of  troops  at 
different  times  ;  and  the  juftices  of  Plymouth  county  figned 
a  congratulatory  addrefs  to  General  Gage,  in  which  the 
eftabiifbment  of  committees  of  correfpondence,  and  the 
compaft  entered  into  by  the  folemn  league  and  covenant, 
were  reprobated.  The  gentlemen  of  the  county  of  Wor- 
cefter  alfo  figned  a  proteft  againft  all  riotous  and  fediticus 
practices.  The  province  of  New-York,  though  not  in¬ 
clined  to  yield  obedience  to  the  regulations  of  the  Britifh 
parliament,  was  yet  averfe  to  become  a  party  in  that  open 
oppofition  to  it,  which  their  nothern  neighbours  had  (hewn, 
and  preferred  the  milder  expedient  of  Hating  their  grievances 
to  parliament  in  an  humble  addrefs,  which  the  majority  of 
their  houfe  of  reprefentatives  agreed  to.  No  fuch  means  of 
reconciliation  were  fought  by  the  province  of  Maryland,  the 
people  there  vying  with  thofe  of  Bofton  in  their  unqualified 
refentment.  The  extenfive  province  of  Virginia  wa3 
on  very  bad  terms  with  Lord  Dunmore,  its  Governor. 
That  province  firft  appointed  a  committee  of  correfpond¬ 
ence,  in  order  to  propofe  to  the  other  Colonies,  that  de¬ 
puties  from  each  fhould  be  appointed  to  meet  annually,  ip 
general  Congrefs,  there  to  deliberate  upon  fuch  meafures  as 
became  peceffary  for  the  common  intereft  of  America. 


* 


Even  the  capital  of  Pennfylvania,  a  city  whofe  very 
name  denotes  brotherly  love  and  good-will,  and  which  its 
benevolent  founder  ardently  wifced  Ihould  ever  prevail  among 
the  inhabitant?,  fc>  far  from  declining  to  become  a  party  m 
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the  contention  with  Great  Britain,  readily  received 
delegates  from  each  of  the  Colonies,  the  two  Carolina* 
included,  and  which  compofed  a  general  Congrefs, 
which  firft  fat  on  the  5th  of  September,  1774.  The 
colony  of  Georgia  alone  was  unreprefented  in  this  af- 
lembly.  Thefe  deputies  were  chofen  by  the  houfes  of  re- 
prefentatives,  from  each  of  the  twelve  old  Colonies  :  viz. 
New  Hampfhire,  MalTachufet’s  Bay,  Rhode  Ifland,  Con¬ 
necticut,  New  York,  Jerfey,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Penn- 
fylvania,  the  counties  on  the  Delaware,  North  and  South 
Carolina  :  the  fmaller  of  which  fent  two  deputiee,  and  the 
larges  ones,  feven.  The  whole  number  of  delegates 
amounted  to  fifty-one.  In  this  general  affembly  0f°  the 
American  Hates,  each  colony  had  no  more  than  a  fingle 
v°te,  whether  its  deputation  was  more  or  lefs  numerous* 
So  that  a  contrariety  of  opinion  among  the  deputies  from 
any  particular  province,  if  the  majority  was  in  favour  of 
the  meafure,  did  not  occafion  a  diffenting  voice  in  the 
Congrefs.  New  Hampfhire  and  Rhode  Ifland  fent  two  de¬ 
puties  each,  New  Jerfey  and  Maryland  four,  Virginia  fix. 
The  fenfe  of  any  Colony  could  not  be  taken,  if  their  depu¬ 
tation  was  equally  divided  in  their  opinions. 

The  firft  ads  of  this  body  were  declaratory  of  the  alle¬ 
giance  which  the  American  ftates  owed  ar.d  acknowledged  to 
their  fovereign  ;  of  their  affection  to  Great  Britain,  their 
dependence  upon  her,  and  of  the  benefits  and  favours 
which  they  had  received  from  their  parent  ftate.  In  the 
moft  explicit  terms  they  declaimed  any  wifh  of  becoming 
feparated  from  and  independent  of  Great  Britain,  but  at  the 
fame  time  they  declared  themfelves  entitled  to  a  partici¬ 
pation  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Britifh-born  fub- 
je£ts.  That  the  power  lately  aflumed  by  parliament  was 
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unjuft,  and  the  only  caufeof  all  the  prefent  uneafinefs;  that 
the  late  ads  refpeding  the  capital  and  province  of  Mafla- 
chufet’s  Bay  were  unconftitutional,  oppreflive,  and  dan¬ 
gerous.  Thefe  fentiments  were  exprefled  in  a  public  aft, 
which  they  called  a  declaration  of  rights  ;  in  which  they 
kept  clofe  to  the  example  fet  them  by  the  third  parliament 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Firft.  The  fpecification  of  their 
rights  is  full  and  explicit,  and  was  followed  by  an  enume¬ 
ration  of  their  grievances.  As  the  moft  efFedual  means  to 
obtain  a  redrefs  of  which,  the  Congrefs  recommended  to  the 
feveral  Colonies  to  abide  by  tbofe  agreements  which  they 
had  entered  into,  not  to  import  or  confume  any  Britifh 
goods  or  merchandize,  or  any  Eaft-India  teas,  or  the  pro- 
duds  of  the  Britiflt  Weft-India  iflands,  after  the  firft  day  of 
December,  1774,  from  which  time  they  would  wholly  dif- 
continue  the  Have  trade.  There  were  many  other  articles 
recommended^  but  nothing  was  authoritatively  enjoined. 

Congrefs  afterwards  agreed  to  petition  his  Majefty  ;  they 
likewife  framed  an  adarefs  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
and  another  to  the  inhabitants  of  Quebec.  In  the  petition 
they  laid  a  variety  of  grievances  before  the  throne,  diftind 
from  and  independent  of  the  prefent  fubjedof  difpute.  The 
addrefles  were  drawn  up  with  great  ingenuity  and  force  of 
reafoning  :  the  firft  was  defigned  to  fhew,  that  the  people  of 
England  had,  in  the  laft  century,  contended  with  their 
kings  for  the  prefervation  of  the  fame  rights  which  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  were  now  deprived  of  by  a  Bntifh  parliament.  I  hey 
infilled  that  the  opprefnon  was  eflentialry  the  fame,  al* 
though  the  oppreflars  were  changed.  But  not  altogether 
relying  on  the  efficacy  of  this  appeal  to  the  juftice  of  the 
nation,  the  addrefs  endeavoured  to  gain  it  over  to  the  caufe 
of  America,  by  reprefenting  that  the  certain  confcquences 
of  unconditional  fubmiflion  being  exaded  from  her,  would 
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be  the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitut.on  of  the  motber-country 

and  tne  tyranny  of  an  ariftocracy  being  engrafted  on  that  of 
the  crown. 

The  addrcfs  to  the  inhabitants  cf  Quebec,  aimed  at  per, 
•uadmg  them,  that  they  were  cajoled  out  of  thofe  natural 
rights  which  had  been  fecured  to  them  at  the  laft  peace,  by 
the  infidious  ad  which  eftabliflied  the  Romifh  religion  in 
Canada.  1  he  principles  laid  down  were  fupported  by  the 
authority  of  the  greateft  political  writers  of  France,  and 
tnele  French  Americans  were  invited  to  become  parties  in  a 
league  which  equally  concerned  all. 

Little  elfe  was  tranfaded  in  this  firft  feffion  of  the  Con¬ 
gress,  which  was  cJofed  on  the  26th  of  Odober  following. 
Thefe  proceedings  in  America,  which  indicated  the  mcft 
determined  oppofition  to  the  meafures  which  had  been 
adopted  by  the  Britiih  legiflature,  being  fufficiently  known 
in  England,  the  King  met  his  new  parliament*.  The  firft 
Lord  of  the  Treafury  entered  upon  his  parliamentary  cam, 
paign  under  circumftances  of  peculiar  embarralTment.  All 
the  prediftions  which  he  had  delivered  concerning  that  fuh- 
miffive  temper  which  would  be  produced  by  wholefome  fe- 
verity,  were  falfified,  and  no  alternative  remained  but  to 
plunge  the  nation  into  a  civil  war,  or  to  degrade  it  by  un¬ 
doing  whatever  had  been  done.  If  in  this  fituation  the 
minifter  could  confole  himfelf  with  the  refiedion,  that  he 
was  neither  the  original  framer  cf  any  one  of  thofe  ads, 
nor  their  ftrenuous  fupporier  in  the  cabinet ;  yet  fuch  a  de¬ 
claration  would  have  availed  him  little  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  againft  an  adive  oppofition,  who,  by  fhifting 
tneir  ground,  could  attack  him  with  equal  advantage  upon 
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his  unimportance  in  the  cabinet,  as  his  delufive  expc&ations 
in  the  fenate. 

The  fpeech  from  the  throne  was  couched  in  as  mild  terms 
as  the  (late  of  affairs  would  admit  of,  without  renouncing 
the  point  contended  for.  It  neither  deferibed  the  general 
defection  of  the  Colonies,  nor  fpoke  of  any  one  Colony,  as 
being  in  a  ftate  of  aCtual  rebellion.  Lord  Beauchamp  moved 
for  the  addrefs,  and  expreffed  himfelf  with  feme  warmth  on 
the  conduct  of  the  Americans.  The  difpofition  of  the  new 
parliament  was  quickly  feen  by  the  ftile  of  the  addrefs 
which  was  prefented  in  anfwer  to  the  fpeech,  and  although 
oppofition  attempted  to  counteract:  the  views  of  the  miniftry, 
by  propofing  an  amendment,  which  gave  rife  to  a  long  and 
fpirited  debate,  yet  upon  a  divihon  of  the  houfe,  their 
numbers  appeared  comparatively  fmall*. 

But  however  miniltry  were  proved  to  have  been  deceived 
in  their  expectations  from  America,  yet  the  fudden  diffo- 
lutionof  parliament  became,  from  that  very  difappointment, 
the  means  by  which  they  continued  in  power.  Things 
were  now  brought  to  fuch  a  crifis,  that  a  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  guided  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  which  in  the  con¬ 
cluding  feffion  of  a  parliament  is  effential  to  their  immediate 
views,  dared  not  to  have  proceeded  upon  a  plan  of  coercion. 
It  was  indeed  now  generally  underftood,  that  the  new  mo¬ 
delling  the  form  of  government  throughout  North- America, 
and  fecuring  that  continent  to  Great  Britain,  by  intro¬ 
ducing  fuch  regulations  as  might  form  habits  of  fubordi- 
nation  and  obedience,  was  the  favourite  objeCts  of  the  So¬ 
vereign,  and  to  propofe  the  means  by  which  fuch  a  reno¬ 
vation  of  loyalty  might  be  efFeCted,  was  the  fureft  intro¬ 
duction  to  royal  favour ;  notwithflanding  which,  the  na- 
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tion  was  very  much  divided  in  opinion  concerning  the 
proper  conduct  to  be  obferved  towards  America,  Some 
were  tor  coercion,  becaufe  they  hoped  to  derive  a  revenue 
therefrom,  and  the  lowed:  plebeians,  whom  neither  nature 
nor  education  had  qualified  to  decide  upon  an  intricate 
fubjedt,  thought  themfelves  able  to  adjuft  this  difpute,  by 
only  afking  the  plain  queftion,  “  Why  fhould  not  the 
Americans  pay  taxes  as  well  as  we  ?”  National  pride,  as 
well  as  an  idea  of  national  intereft,  firongly  enforced  the 
fame  doftrine.  Superadded  to  thefe  confiderations,  motives 
neither  national  nor  laudable,  actuated  not  a  few  to  foment 
the  quarrel  with  America  :  fuch  as  the  profpedl  of  lucrative 
contracts  or  appointments,  and  a  diflribution  of  the  confif- 
cated  efiates  of  the  American  ringleaders.  All  thefe  were 
powerful  incentives  to  aCtion  ;  however,  the  contrary  opinion 
was  refcued  from  contempt,  both  by  the  numbers  and 
the  confequence  of  thofe  who  avowed  it.  The  country 
gentlemen,  although  the  pillars  of  prerogative,  fore- 
law  that  the  land-tax  mult  be  advanced  to  four  /hillings 

Cj 

in  the  pound,  as  foon  as  the  fword  fhould  be  drawn; 
and  although  the  omnipotence  of  Great  Britain  to  enforce 
her  laws  was  not  doubted,  yet  whether  a  revenue  could 
be  drawn  from  America,  fhould  her  fubmifixon  be  fecured, 
appeared  highly  problematical.  The  commercial  intereft 
was  yet  more  deeply  affeCted  by  an  open  rupture.  The 
Colonies  flood  indebted  to  the  Britifh  merchants  about  four 
millions  fterling,  which,  though  a  vaft  fum,  was  no  more 
than  the  amount  of  a  twelve  month’s  commerce.  This 
refpedlable  body  of  men,  not  only  faw  themfelves  deprived 
of  a  moff  lucrative  trade,  but  cut  off  from  all  hope  of  ob¬ 
taining  fpeedy  payment  of  the  fums  due  to  them,  and  in 
danger  of  lofmg  them  for  ever.  A  numerous  body  of  ma¬ 
nufacturers  derived  their  only  means  of  fubfiffence  from  the 
intercourfe  with  the  Colonies,  and  therefore  confidered  the 
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non-importation  ageeement  which  their  confumcrs  had 
entered  into,  as  the  greateft  poflible  evil,  and  were  anxi¬ 
ous  for  a  reconciliation  upon  any  terms.  Befides  thefe 
clafies  of  men,  whofe  particular  and  immediate  interefts 
urged  them  to  become  ftrenuous  advocates  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican  caufe,  there  were  many  people,  who  though  in¬ 
fluenced  by  no  private  or  interefted  views,  could  neither  fee 
the  juftice  nor  expediency  of  compelling  the  Americans  to 
abfolute  fubmiflion,  and  the  operative  principle  of  private 
interefl:  among  the  bulk,  gave  an  emergency  and  force  to 
fuch  fpeculative  reafoning. 

The  meeting  of  parliament  was  the  important  moment 
for  action  \  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  had  been  taken  as  foon 
as  it  was  afFembled,  and  it  had  been  found  to  be  in  perfeCl 
union  with  the  former  parliament  \  fo  that  the  temper  which 
dilated  the  resolutions  of  the  cabinet,  was  likely  to  in- 
fufe  itfelf  into  the  legiflative  part  of  the  conftitution.  The 
great  queftion  now  was,  whether  Britiih  fpirit  fliould  be 
oppofed  to  American  fpirit  \  whether  bold,  vigorous  and 
judicious  exertions  fhould  be  immediately  made  to  crufh  that 
oppofition  before  it  had  gained  (Irength,  which  it  was  found 
could  not  be  terrified  into  acquiefcence.  In  fuch  a  fituation 
to  temporize  was  to  yield  ;  delay  and  irrefolution  added 
fuel  to  the  flame  :  but  in  conducting  this  momentous  bu- 
finefs,  the  confidential  fervants  of  the  crown  (hewed  them- 
felves  better  qualified  for  drawing  the  nation  into  hoftile 
meafures  by  fecret  and  imperceptible  fteps,  than  at  once  to 
bear  down  oppofition  in  both  countries  by  the  fpirit  and 
ability  which  were  confpicuous  in  their  plans.  1  he  nation 
was  lulled  into  fecurity  by  the  number  of  feamen  for  the 
year  1775,  being  reduced  to  fixteen  thoufand  men  \  the 
land  forces  were  alfo  fixed  at  fevemeen  thoufand  five  hun¬ 
dred 
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Jred  and  forty-feven  efFe£tive  men,  officers  and  invalids  in* 
eluded,  a  (mailer  force  than  the  preceding  year*. 

*N  % 
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Whilft  adminiftration  feemed  totally  to  have  forgotten  the 
Aate  of  affairs  in  America,  addrefies  were  prefented  both  to 
the  King  and  to  the  parliament  from  the  city  of  London, 
and  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  reprefenting  the  dreadful 
confequences  which  the  enforcement  of  the  late  rigorous 
a£ls  would  produce,  and  expreffing  an  earneft  deflre  that  a 
reconciliation  with  America  might  take  place.  A  petition 
from  the  merchants  refiding  in  London  and  trading  to 
America,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Mr. 
Alderman  Hayley  :  a  fimilar  one  from  Briftol,  by  Mr. 
Burke  ;  the  Weft-India  merchants  and  planters  alfo  dated 
in  a  petition,  how  deeply  they  were  concerned  in  this  dis¬ 
pute,  as  the  fugar  iflands  not  only  drew  a  great  part  of  their 
provifions  from  America,  but  were  fupplied  with  lumber 
from  thence,  for  which  they  bartered  their  rum  and  fugars ; 
fo  that  an  interruption  of  the  intercourfe  between  theBritifh 
American  continent  and  thofe  iflands,  was  likely  not  only  to 
deprive  the  latter  of  the  means  of  fending  their  produce  to  Eu¬ 
rope,  but  to  caufe  a  great  body  of  people  to  perifh  for  want  of 
fuflenance.  A  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was 
appointed,  to  whom  thefe  petitions  were  referred  f. 

In  the  mean  time  the  petition  from  the  American  Congrefs 
to  the  King  had  been  tranfmitted  to  London,  but  the  agents 
appointed  to  prefent  it,  were  informed,  that  his  Majefly  could 
not  poflibly  receive  any  thing  which  came  from  that  body, 
as  fuch  a  ftep  would  be  to  acknowledge  its  legality. 

9 

On  the  26th  of  January,  1775,  Sir  George  Saville  moved 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  prefent  a  petition  from  three 

?  See  page  152. 

f  Mr,  Burke  ftyled  it  a  Committee  of  Oblivion, 

American 


(  i8s  ) 

American  agents,  viz.  Meffrs  Bollan,  Franklin  and  Lee, 
flaring,  that  they  were  authorized  by  the  American  Con- 
orefs,  to  prefent  a  petition  of  that  alTembly  to  the  King* 
which  petition  his  Majefty  had  referred  to  thehoufej  the 
petitioners  therefore  defired  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  in  fupport 
of  it,  being'  as  they  faid,  able  to  throw  great  light  on  the 
fubjeft.  The  granting  of  this  prayer  was  ftrongly  oppofed 
for  the  fame  reafon  which  excluded  the  petition  from  the 
throne,  and  it  was  thrown  out  by  a  majority  of  218  to  68. 
As  it  was  well  known  that  the  Americans  had  formed  great 
expe&ations  from  this  application,  and  the  minifter,  onlf 
three  days  before,  had  aligned  as  a  reafon  of  the  delay  in  pro¬ 
ceeding  on  the  American  bufinefs,  that  fuch  a  petition  was 
coming  over,  and  that  it  was  of  fo  conciliatory  a  nature  as 
to  make  way  for  healing  and  lenient  meafures,  and  for  re¬ 
conciling  ;al!  matters  in  an  amicable  manner,  fuch  a  con¬ 
duct  appeared  fomewhat  paradoxical,  and  indicated  that  no 
kind  of  compromife  could  take  place ;  at  the  fame  time-,  it 
might  be  plainly  inferred  that  this  aufterity  on  the  part  ot 
government  was  juft  then  aftumed. 

Such  being  the  temper  which  dictated  meafures,,  the  ap¬ 
plication  by  the  general  afiembly  of  the  province  of  New- 
York  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  not  permitted  to  lie 
upon  the  table.  The  city  of  New-York  was  the  rival  port 
to  Bofton  :  the  Yorkifts  Were  as  much  diftinguifhed  by  their  • 
love  of  gaiety  and  pleafure  as  the  Boftonians  were  for  their 
auftere  and  rigid  demeanour.  A  people  fo  oppofite  in  in- 
terefts  and  habits,  could  only  be  compelled  to  unite  through 
neceftity,  and  hence  the  former  were  defirous  of  making 
their  peace  with  Great  Britain,  upon  terms,  though  they 
abhorred  the  idea  of  unconditional  fubmiftlon  ;  but  the  mi¬ 
ni  ft  ry  thought  fuch  a  qualified  allegiance  not  worth  ob¬ 
taining. 

All 
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All  negotiation  being  now  at  an  end,  Franklin  Toon  after 
embarked  for  Boffon,  where  he  was  received  with  every 
mark  of  reipedb  and  confidence^.  His  unremitting  exer¬ 
tions  in  the  caufe  in  which  he  was  engaged,  contributed  ef- 
fentially  to  its  fupport  and  furtherance.  The  miniflry,  who 
well  knew  how  dangerous  an  enemy  this  man  was,  had  de¬ 
clared  the  northern  Colonies  to  be  in  a  Hate  of  a£iual  re¬ 
bellion  before  his  departure  :  fbate-neceffity  therefore  pointed 
out  to  them  that  he  fficuld  be  detained  in  England.  Mr. 
Fitt,  a  hen  he  declared  general  warrants  to  be  illegal,  at  the 
fame  ;  me  acknowledged  that  he  himfelf  had  ifTued  them 
upon  great  emergencies.  The  parliament  which  approved 
the  meafures  puffuing  againft  America,  would  moft  af- 
furedly  have  indemnified  both  the  advifers  and  executors  of 
iuch  a  flretch  of  power  as  the  detaining  this  man.  Upon 
the  fame  principle,  it  would  have  been  a  proper  conduct  fii 
General  Gage,  to  have  prevented  the  conveyance  of  arms 
snd  ammunition  out  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  which  were 
however  carried  off  without  queftion  or  moleftation. 

As  foon  as  the  Houfe  of  Lords  met  after  Chriflmas,  the 
Earl  of  Dartmouth,  then  fecretary  of  flate,  laid  before 
it  the  official  papers  received  from  America,  upon 
which  occafion  the  Earl  of  Chatham  inveighed  with  great 

fpjrit  againfi:  the  dilatorinefs  of  adminifiration,  and  moved 

« 

to  addrefs  his  Majefty  to  caufe  orders  to  be  ifTued  toGeneral 
Gage,  that  he  remove  the  forces  from  the  town  of  Bofton, 
as  foon  as  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  other  circumflances, 
indifpenlable  to  the  fafety  and  accommodation  of  the  troops, 
may  render  it  pra&icabie.”  He  urged  the  neceffity  of  fuch 
a  ftep,  as  the  means  of  opening  a  way  for  fettling  the  dange- 

*  On  the  departure  of  Franklin,  Mr,  Burke  became  agent  for  Maf- 
fachufet’s  Bay. 
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rous  troubles  in  America,  by  beginning  to  allay  ferments 
and  fofcen  animofities  there.  He  faid  an  hour  now  loft 
might  produce  years  of  calamity,  and  pledged  h.mfelf  that 
he  would  not  defert  for  a  moment  the  conduit  of  this  mighty 
bufinefs,  from  the  firft  to  the  laft,  unlefs  nailed  to  his  bed 
by  the  extremity  of  ftcknefs,  but  would  knock  at  the  door  o 
a  fleeping  miniftry,  and  roul'e  them  to  a  fen'e  of  their  im- 

minent  danger. 


The  times  were  greatly  changed  fince  this  wonderful 
man,  “  moulded  the  attentive  fenate  j  charmed,  perfuaded, 
exalted  and  by  the  force  of  his  matchlefs  eloquence,  an¬ 
nihilated  all  oppofition.  He  now  addrefied  an  affem  y, 
whole  preconceived  opinions  were  not  to  be  ftiaken  ay  toe 
ftrongeft  arguments.  He  could  now  no  longer  gain  upon 
his  audience  by  touching  their  mafter-paflion,  and  placing 
full  in  their  view  the  advancement  of  their  country  s  dignity 
and  power.  He  now  maintained  a  doctrine  quite  repugnant 
to  the  pride,  the  prejudice,  and,  as  it  was  imagined,  the  in- 
tereft  of  thofe  who  heard  him.  Wrapped  in  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  their  own  grandeur  and  irrefiftible  ftrengtb,  they 
qonfidered  all  predictions  of  difgrace,  humiliation  and  ruin, 
as  the  images  of  a  fick  fancy,  the  fuggeftions  of  a  melan¬ 
choly  mormo  ;  yet  all  thefe  difadvantages  did  not  deter  this 
venerable  ftatefman,  whole  “  old  experience  had  attained  to 
“  fomething  like  a  prophetic  (train, ”  from  predicting  with 
great  confidence,  the  confequences  which  would  infallibly 
refulr,  if  the  meafures  which  had  been  adopted  were  per  lifted, 
in.  He  defcribed  the  iicuation  of  the  troops  at  Bolton  as 
truly  unworthy,  being  penned  up,  and  pining  in  inglorious 
inactivity,  he  called  them  an  army  of  impotence  and  con¬ 
tempt,  and  to  make  the  folly  equal  to  the  difgrace,  they  were 
an  army  of  irritation  and  vexation  ;  “  you  irritate  your  Co¬ 
lonies  to  unappeafable  rancour.  It  is  not  repealing  this  or 
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that  a<3  of  parliament,  it  is  not  repealing  a  piece  of  parch- 
meat  that  can  reftore  America  to  our  bofom,  we  muft  repeal 
her  ears  and  her  refentments  ;  and  we  may  then  hope  for 
her  love  and  gratitude.  But  now,  infulted  by  an  armed 
force  ported  at  Borton,  irritated  with  an  hortile  array  before 
her  eyes,  her  conceffions,  if  they  could  be  forced,  would  be 
fufpicious  and  infecure  >  but  it  is  more  than  evident,  that 
you  cannot  force  them,  principled  and  united  as  they  are 
>'ourt  ^worthy  terms  of  fubmiffion-it  is  impoffible.’ 
We  {hall  be  forced  ultimately  to  retraft,  let  us  retradt 
whilft  we  can  do  it  with  honour.  Thefe  violent  oppreffive 
afls  muft  be  repealed.  I  pledge  myfelf  for  it,  that  you  will 
in  the  end  repeal  them.  I  ftake  my  reputation  on  it.  1 
will  confent  to  be  taken  for  an  ideot,  if  they  are  not  finally 
repealed.  Avoid  then  this  humiliating,  this  difgraceful  ne- 

ceflity.  With  a  dignity  becoming  your  exalted  fituation, 

make  the  firft  advances  to  concord,  to  peace  and  happinefs  : 
for  that  is  your  true  dignity,  to  aft  with  prudence  and  with 
juftice.  Every  motive  therefore  of  juftice  and  of  policy,  of 
dignity  and  of  prudence,  urges  you  to  allay  the  ferment  in 
America,  by  a  removal  of  your  troops  from  Bofton  ;  by  a 
repeal  of  your  aits  of  parliament,  and  by  demonftration  of 
amicable  difpofitions  towards  your  Colonies.  On  the  other 
hand,  every  danger  and  every  hazard  impend,  to  deter  you 
from  perfc verance  in  your  prefent  ruinous  meafures.  Fo¬ 
reign  war  hanging  over  your  heads  by  a  flight  and  brittle 
threat:  France  and  Spain  watching  your  conduit,  and 
\yaiting  for  the  maturity  of  your  errors.” 


1  he  noble  Far!  concluded  his  animated  harrangue  in  the 
following  emphatical  manner.  “  My  Lords  ;  if  the  mi- 
m filers  thus  perfievere  in  mifadvifing  and  mifleading  the 
King,  1  will  not  fay  that  they  can  alienate  the  affeifions  of 
h:s  fubjeits  from  his  crown;  but  I  will  affirm,  that  they 

will 
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will  make  the  crown  not  worth  his  wearing.  I  will  not  fay 
that  the  King  is  betrayed,  but  I  will  pronounce  that  the 
kingdom  is  undone.”  The  motion  was  rejected  68  to  18. 


This  motion  made  by  the  noble  Earl,  was  only  preparatory 
to  a  bill,  which  he  had  framed  for  the  purpofe  of  conciliation 
with  America,  which  he  propofed  to  the  Houfe  on  the  ift  of 
February  :  it  went  to  repeal  all  the  ads  which  had  been 
palTed  in  the  former  feffion  relative  to  America,  in  u'hich 
were  included  the  Quebec  add,  and  another  adt  which  re¬ 
gulated  the  quartering  of  foldiers.  It  alfo  went  to  repeal 
eight  adds  of  parliament  which  had  been  palled  in  the  prefent 
reign,  from  the  fourth  year  thereof  to  the  twelfth.  It  propofed 
to  reftrain  the  powers  of  the  Admiralty  and  Vice  Admiralty 
courts  in  America  within  their  ancient  limits,  and  to  efta- 
blilh  the  trial  by  jury  in  all  fuch  civil  cafes  in  which  it  had 
been  lately  abolifhed  ;  the  Judges  to  hold  their  offices  and  fa- 
laries  as  the  Judges  in  England,  quam  diu  fe  bene geffirint.  It 
declared  the  Colonies  of  America  to  be  juftly  entitled  to  the 
privileges,  franchifes,  and  immunities  granted  by  their  fe- 
veral  cnarters  or  conftitutions,  and  that  fuch  charters  ought 
not  to  be  invaded  or  refumed,  unlefs  for  mifufer  or  fome 
legal  ground  of  forfeiture.  This  bill,  although  rejedted  by 
a  large  majority,  was  yet  fopported  by  a  much  more  nume¬ 
rous  minority  than  the  motion  which  preceded  it*. 


6S  to  3 1. —The  peers  who  voted  for  Lord  Chatham’s  plan  ofreconci- 
hation,  were  the  following,  viz,  Dukes  of  Cumberland,  Richmond,  Devon- 
fln.re,  Portland,  Manchefter,  Newcaltle,  Marquis  of  Rock  ingham;  Earls  of 
Stamford,  Abingdon,  Effingham,  Fitzwilliam,  1  emple,  Radnor,  Chat¬ 
ham,  Scarborough,  Cholmondeley,  Stafford,  Tankerville,  Stanhope  ; 
Lords,  Por.lbnby,  Littelton,  Wycombe,  Sondes,  Miiton,  Camden, 
Abergavenny,  Ferrers,  Craven,  Rumney,  King,  Fortelcue. 
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This  attempt  to  overturn  all  that  government  had  done 
with  regard  to  America,  Teemed  to  roufe  adminiftration  from 
their  lethargic  flupor.  1  he  minifler  preTented  a  meffage  from 
his  Majefty  to  the  Houle  of  Commons,  recommending 
an  augmentation  of  the  forces  by  fea  and  land,  which  being 

o 

complied  with,  and  2000  additional  feamen,  and  4383  land 
forces  voted*,  the  houfe  being  refolved  into  a  committee 
on  the  American  papers,  he  moved  f  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  reftrain  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  provinces  of 
New  Ham  pill  ire  and  MafiachufePs  Bay,  the  Colonies  of 
Connedlicut,  Rhode  Iiland,  and  Providence  Plantation  in 
North  America,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Britifh 
iflands  ill  the  Weft-Ind  ies,  and  to  prohibit  fuch  Provinces 
and  Colonies  from  carrying  on  any  fifhery  on  the  Banks  of 
Newfoundland,  or  other  places  therein  mentioned,  under 
certain  conditions  and  for  a  limited  time.  Still  the  feverity 
of  punifhment  was  confined  to  the  northern  ColoniesJ,  and 
the  minifler  reprefented  this  retraining  bill,  as  a  juft  reta¬ 
liation,  for  thofe  Colonies  refufing  to  trade  with  Great 
Britain.  The  fifheries  both  nourifhed  the  vigour  and  ad¬ 
vanced  the  confequence  of  the  New-Englanders ;  fifheries  not 
only  fup plied  multitudes  of  their  own  people  with  food,  but 
trained  a  race  of  feamen  as  robuft,  hardy  and  undaunted, 
as  any  upon  the  glebe.  The  veffels  employed  therein 

Were  privileged  to  difpofe  of  their  cargoes  in  any  ports 

\ .  -  .  * 

*  In  the  debate  on  the  augmentation  of  feamen,  the  Hon.  Captain 
Robert  Boyle  Walfmgham  (who  afterwards  unhappily  perifhed  in  the 
Weft-Indies)  afferted,  that  France  had  75  fhipsofthe  line  5  more  than 
©ne  half  of  which  were  at  that  time  manned,  and  fit  foi  a£lual  ieivice. 

f  Feb.  10,  1775. 

X  Another  bill  was  pa  Fed  during  the  feffion  to  reftrain  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  middle  and  fbuthern  Colonies  to  Great  Britain,  Ii eland, 
and  the  Britifh  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies.— The  province  of  New  York 
was  not  included  in  this  reftridlion.  •  * 

...  -  fouth 
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fouth  of  Cape  Finifterre;  fo  that  the  rigid  difciples  of  John 
Calvin  furnifhed  the  catholics  of  Portugal,  Spain,  and  even 
of  the  Italian  ftates,  with  their  Lenten  entertainment.  The 
returns  made  in  thefe  voyages  were  brought  to  the  ports  ol 
Great  Britain,  and  became  the  payment  for  Britifh  manu¬ 
factures,  with  which  thefe  fliips  were  freighted  home.  To 
prohibit  a  commerce  fo  extenfive,  and  which  employed  fe- 
veral  thoufand  Americans,  was  a  bold  ftep.  It  invefled 
the  Governor  of  each  province,  with  fuch  a  power  to  difcri- 
minate  between  rebels  and  loyalifts,  as  flefli  and  blood  could 
fcarcely  be  fuppofed  capable  of  exercifing  difintereftedly  and 
juftly.  It  tended  to  convert  into  enemies  a  very  power¬ 
ful  body  of  men,  and  no  fatisfa&ory  proof  was  adduced  that 
the  fiflieries  could  be  carried  on  to  an  equal  extent,  and  as 
effectually,  from  any  of  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland. 

Whatever  inconveniences  the  New  England  colo- 
nifts  endured  from  this  prohibition,  they  found  means, 
however,  to  repay  the  injury  in  kind  upon  the  Britifh 
hfheries  at  Newfoundland  ;  for,  by  withholding  their  wonted 
fupplies  of  provifion  from  them,  all  the  diftrefles  of  famine 
were  fuffered  for  a  confiderable  time,  until  they  received  a 
fupply  from  Ireland,  whereby  exhaufted  life  was  repaired  j 
but  the  means  of  fubfiflence  became  from  that  time  more 
precarious  and  lefs  abundant. 

v 

The  feverity  of  this  bill  was  difrelifhed  by  many  friends 
to  government,  who  had  hitherto  fupported  coercive  mea- 
fures  towards  America.  In  order  therefore  to  quiet  their 
fcruples,  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury  brought  forward 
another  American  a£l,  which  bore  a  different  complexion^ 
This  he  profeiTed  to  be  a  plan  of  reconciliation  with  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  and  thereby  to  invite  them  to  return  with  confidence 
to  the  arms  of  Great  Britain.  It  enabled,  that  the  Go- 

O  4  vernor. 
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vernor,  Council,  and  AfTembly  of  any  Province  or  Colony, 
upon  making  provifion  according  to  their  abilities  for  the 
common  defence,  which  provifion  fliould  be  difpofable  by 
parliament,  and  for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  government  and 
adminiftiation  of  juftice  in  fuch  Province,  if  fuch  contri¬ 
bution  (hall  be  approved  of  by  his  Majefty  in  parliament, 
then  Great  Britain  fhould  forbear,  in  refpedt  of  fuch  Colony, 
to  levy  any  duties  or  taxes,  fuch  only  excepted  as  may  be 
expedient  for  the  regulation  of  commerce  ;  and  the  net  pro¬ 
duce  of  fuch  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  the  Province  fo 
adling. 

The  minifter  acknowledged  it  to  be  very  probable  that 
thefe  propofitions  might  not  be  acceptable  to  the  Americans 
in  genera],  as  they  certainly  did  not  go  to  all  their  claims. 
The  refolutions  were  however  juft,  humane,  and  wife,  and 
thofe  among  the  Americans  who  were  juft,  humane,  and 
wife,  would,  he  believed,  think  them  well  worthy  of  their 
attention  5  but  whatever  might  be  the  fate  of  thofe  meafures, 
he  felt  that  he  had  done  his  duty  fairly  and  confiftently.  If 
it  did  no  good  there  it  would  do  good  here,  it  would  unite 
the  people  of  England,  by  holding  out  to  them  a  diftinct 
objedt  of  revenue  j  as  it  united  England  it  would  difunite 
America  ;  there  it  would  tend  to  feparate  the  grain  from  the 
chaff:  whatever  province  came  fir  ft  to  make  a  dutiful  offer, 
would  be  kindly  and  gently  treated  ;  and  if  but  one  Pro¬ 
vince  accepted  the  offer,  the  whole  confederacy  would  be 
broken,  and  that  union  which  alone  rendered  them  for¬ 
midable,  would  be  diffolved. 

In  every  point  of  view  this  bill  did  not  produce  the  effedi 
expedfed  from  it,  for  it  neither  ftrengthened  the  hands  of 
government  at  home,  nor  made  profelytes  in  America. 

T« 
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The  meat  advantage  on  the  fide  of  government  through¬ 
out  thisVrliamentary  ftruggle,  was  derived  from  its  unam- 
mity  j  whereas  the  oppofition  was  compoled  of  fuch  i  cor-* 
dant  parts,  as  were  not  likely  to  unite  firmly  and'  ftrenuoufly 
in  any  one  point,  but  in  endeavouring  to  dilconcert  tins 
prefent  fyftem  of  politics ;  fo  that  whenever  it  became  a 
queftion,  what  fhould  be  fubftituted  in  its  (lead,  many- 
adopted  the  fentiment  of  the  Roman  poet,  nulltus  addi£i  us 
lurare  inverba  magiftri.  Lord  Chatham’s  plan  was  not  cor¬ 
dially  relilhed  by  many  who  wilhed  a  reconciliation  wit! 
America,  and  indeed,  independent  of  the  particular  views 
and  private  interefts  of  the  feveral  leaders  (a  fource  of  dis¬ 
agreement  fufEciently  fruitful)  nothing  could  be  more  com¬ 
plicated  than  the  bufinefs  of  adjufting  a  practical  plan  o 
reconciliation,  which  would  meet  the  approbation  of  both 
countries,  fuch  as  would  caufe  their  rifing  refentments  to  fub- 
fide,  their  jarring  interefts  no  longer  to  clafh,  and  the  app»e- 
henfion  of  future  rivalfhip  to  be  removed  :  this  was  fo  ftu- 
pendous  a  work, as  perhaps  to  furpafs  the  powers  of  humanity, 
unfupported  by  the  fupretne  authority  of  the  flats.  It  was 
however  attempted  (maugre  royal  patronage)  by  a  man,  in 
whom  natural  endowments,  and  acquired  accompli  foments, 
appear  in  their  full  luftre.  Mr.  Burke  laid  before  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  on  the  22d  of  March,  1775,  thirteen  refolu- 
tiorfs  for  conciliation  with  the  Colonies.  H  hefe  he  introduced, 
by  a  fpeech  fraught  with  mafterly  eloquence,  in  which  he 
difplayed  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  adion 
among  mankind  in  a  ftate  of  civil  fociety,  and  of  the  proper 
political  conduft  refulting  from  fuch  principles.  .  He  laid  it 
down  as  an  axiom,  that  we  muft  govern  America  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  true  nature  and  peculiar  circumftances  of  the 
people,  and  not  according  to  our  own  imaginations  ;  not 
according  to  abftra£t  ideas  of  right,  or  mere  general  theo¬ 
ries  of  government,  He  ftated  the  rapid  progrefs  which 

America 
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America  had  made  in  population,  and  in  the  commerce 
carried  on  with  Great  Britain.  He  averted,  that  the  Colo¬ 
nies  in  general  owed  little  or  nothing  to  any  care  of  ours, 
and  that  they  were  not  fqueezed  into  their  happy  form  by 
the  conftraints  of  watchful  .and  fufpicious  government,’  but 
that  through  a  wife  and  faiutary  neglea,  a  generous  nature 
had  been  fuffered  to  take  her  own  way  to  perfedion.  He 
afligned,  as  the  caufes  from  whence  a  fierce  fpirit  of  liberty 
had  grown  up  in  the  Colonies,  their  origin— their  form  of 
government  the  force  of  religious  principles  in  the  nor¬ 
thern  Colonies— of  manners  in  the  fouthern—  of  education— 
and  ot  the  remotenels  of  fituation  from  the  firft  mover  of 
government.  Under  the  head  of  education  he  obferved, 
that  perhaps  in  no  country  in  the  world,  the  law  is  made 
fo  general  a  ftudy  as  in  North  America  ;  infomuch  as  that 
it  was  faid,  nearly  as  many  copies  of  Blackftone’s  Commen¬ 
taries  haa  been  printed  and  fold  in  America  as  in  England. 
This  knowledge  of  law,  fome  might  fay,  ought  to  teach 
them  more  clearly  the  rights  of  legiilature,  their  obligations 
to  obedience,  and  the  penalties  of  rebellion j  but  when 
-  great  honours  and  great  emoluments  do  not  win  over  this 
knowledge  to  the  fervice  of  the  ftate,  it  is  a  formidable  ad- 
verfary  to  government.  His  reafoning,  foiid  and  irrefragable 
in  itfelf,  received  all  the  embellifhment  which  a  fine  imagi¬ 
nation  could  bellow.  In  large  bodies,  faid  he,  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  power  mull  be  lels  vigorous  at  the  extremities. 
Nature  has  faid  it.  The  Furk  cannot  govern  Egypt  and 
Arabia  and  Curdiftan,  as  he  governs  Thrace.  Perhaps 
ideas  of  liberty  might  be  defined  more  reconcileable  with  an 
arbitary  and  boundlefis  authority.  Perhaps  we  might  wilh 
the  Colonies  to  be  perfiuaded,  that  their  liberty  is  more  fe- 
cure  when  held  in  trull  for  them  by  us  (as  their  guardians 
during  a  perpetual  minority)  than  with  any  part  of  it  in 

their 
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,  ,  1  „t  tue  nudlion  is  not  whether  their 

iikir  own  hands  ;  but  the  queiu 

fpirit  deferves  praife  or  blame. 

This  able  legiflator  then  proceeded  to  deliver  it  as  his 

•  '  that  there  werebut  three  ways  of  proceeding  it  a- 
opinion,  that  -  .  ,  nrevailed  in  the  Colonies  ; 

tive  to  this  ftubborn  fptnt  which  prevailed i  1.  vinfr 

thTctC-  to  comply  with 

fo  Zm”  B  «o  .hi.  country,  b,  the  »«  »f  'nS  »°  f“" 

t,  « «  ^  -- 2 “EL 

ota"  no' fettled  habitation,  would  become  horde,  of  E"J- 

lifh  Tartars,  which  would  be  in  time  formidable. 

feed  “den...  He  ealied  this  projea  “  hedg.ttg  in  po- 
lixea  renaein  neither  prudent  nor 

pulation,”  and  pronounced  it  to  be  neitn  t 

practicable. 

A  more  direct  way  of  breaking  their  fpirit  would  be  to 

impoverilh  them,  by^fti ^  ^  w-nomorc  than  Ac 

SrirasCttught,  the  exploded  problem  of  tyranny, 
Oiu,  ai.u,  0  .  r  k:eAs  jnto  fabmifiion.  bat 

which  propofes  to  begga  J  ,  j-r  ntent 

Iture  ftill  proceeds  in  her  ordinary  courfe,  and  difeontent 
nature  ltui  p  ^  _  are  critical  moments 

will  increafe  with  mifery ;  and  there  are  critic 

run  boo  .lihen  thev  who  are  too  weak  to 
in  the  fortune  of  all  ftates,  when  incy 

m  tne  roriui  ftrons  enough  to  com- 

rontribute  to  our  profperity,  may  dc  nr  g  & 

It  ruin.  The  temper  and  chapter  which  prevailed 

t  the  Colonies,  he  thought  unalterable  by  any  human 

art,  neither  the  natural  nor  moral  caufes  could 

I* 
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As  to  the  fecond  mode  of  proceed!™  , 

fp.nt  in  its  overt  a£b  as  criminal  ;  he  knew  ^7%^ 
method  of  drawin-r  lm  ,n  ;n^'A  ’  "  Paid’  of  no 

Pie-  and  in  a  6  P  'nd,dment  againft  a  whole  peo- 
P  ’  ,  1,1  _a  qu^re!  among  the  component  parts  of  a  P 

political  union  of  communities,  nothin.  could  I 
completely  imprudent,  than  for  the  head  of  th  6  m°re 

ms  acts,  that  his  whole  authority  is  demVd  a  , 
proclaim  rebellion,  to  beat  to  arms,  and  to  pJt  the  off  nd° 

lng  Pr°VlnCe,S  Underthe  ^n.  Such  conduft  may  teaCh  the‘ 

p  evinces,  that  the  government  againfl  which  a  claim  r 
liberty  is  tantamount  to  hi«h-treafon  f 

--f  f“bl»'irion  is  equivalent  *,f~' 

ri  h,"“faof,his  fpi™  °f  A“";™  i.fctv.i' 

idc  ,  fSr£a  er  P?rt’  °r  rather  entlrel>'»  impracticable  ;  if  the 
xleas  of  criminal  procefs  be  inapplicable,  or  if  applicable 

re  in  tne-h.gheft  degree  inexpedient,  what  way  yet  re- 

mam$  .  No  way  is  open  but  the  third  and  ]aft  m  ^  \ 

With  the  American  fpirit  as  necefcry,  or,  if  yo’u  pZ7[i 

fubmtt  to  tt  as  a  necefl'ary  evil.  It  is  no£  Jhat  P 

*  ,  S  me  !  mayd°’  but  what  ^manity,  reafon,  and  juftfee 
tC  iS  mf  1  °UfSht  t0  d0‘  0^  what  avaij  are  titles  and' art 

when  the  reafon  of  the  thing  tells  me,  that  the  action  of 

m>  tit. :  is  the  lofs  of  my  Am  j  and  that  I  could  do  nothin, 
but  wound  myfclf  with  the  ufe  of  my  own  weapons  ?  The 

genera,  chapter  and  fixation  of  a  people  muff  determine 
what  fort  of  government  is  fitted  for  them. 

He  urged,  with  great  force  of  reafonin g,  the  condud  of 
leg, flature  in  early  times  towards  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
la  n,,  the  principality  of  Wales,  and  the  county  Palatine 
of  _efter;  and  contended,  that  the  fame  principles  which 
afluated  our  anceftors  in  their  conduct  towards  thofe  coun¬ 
ties  iiiould  govern  us  in  our  treatment  of  America.  “  It 


was 
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was  not/’  ft. id  he,  cc  Englifti  arms,  but  the  Englifti  con- 
ftitution  that  conquered  Ireland  ;  it  was  the  vital  fubftancc 
of  free  government  in  that  kingdom.”  Wales,  before  it 
partook  of  thofe  common  rights,  rode  this  kingdom  like  an 
incubus .  That  principality  was  an  unprofitable  and  oppref- 
five  burden.  Our  anceflors  at  length  found,  that  laws 
made  againfl  a  whole  nation,  were  not  the  moft  effedfual 
methods  for  fecuring  its  obedience;  Wales,  therefore,  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  became  pofTefTed  of  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  Englifli  fubje<5b.  About  the  fame 
time  the  county  Palatine  of  Chefter  obtained  the  fame  re¬ 
lief,  in  confequence  of  a  petition  prefented  to  the  King, 
which  fet  forth,  cc  that  for  want  of  being  reprefented  in 
parliament,  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  had  been  often¬ 
times  touched  and  grieved  with  acls  and  ftatutes  made 
within  the  court  of  parliament,  as  well  derogatory  unto  the 
moft  ancient  jurifdidlions,  liberties  and  privileges  of  their 
county  Palatine,  as  prejudicial  to  the  common-wealth, 
quietnefs,  reft,  and  peace  of  your  Grace’s  moft  bounden 
fubje&s  inhabiting  within  the  fame.’,  Parliament,  he  ob- 
ferved,  fo  far  from  being  offended  at  the  free  ftyle  of  this 
petition,  made  the  expreftions  ufed  therein,  the  very  pre¬ 
amble  to  their  a£t  of  redrefs,  and  confecrated  its  principle 
to  all  ages  in  the  famftuary  of  legiflation.  Thus  was 
Chefter,  which  had  been  little  lefs  diftempered  than 
Wales,  cured  by  the  fame  remedy,  which  demonftrates 
that  freedom,  and  not  fervitude,  is  the  cure  of  anarchy', 
as  religion,  and  not  atheifm,  is  the  true  remedy  for  fuper- 
ftition 

"  i 

The 

*  In  the  beginning  of  the  next  feffion  Mr.  Burke  offered  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  parliament  another  bill,  which  aimed  at  compoiinvq-  the 
troubles  and  quieting  the  minds  of  his  Majefty’s  iubjeas  in  America. 
I  his  plan  of  conciliation  was  founded  on  that  important  law  patted  in 

the 
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T  he  grand  ftimulus  for  coercive  rneafures  with  America 
was,  the  full  afiurance  which  was  entertained  by  manv, 
that  the  Colonies  would  go  farther.  That  with  their  in- 
creafing  ftrength  they  would  increafe  their  difcontents,  un¬ 
til  they  difclaimed  all  fubordination.  Now  although  the 
idea  of  a  perpetual  minority  might  have  been  treated  as  a 
chimera,  engendered  by  pride  upon  felfifhnefs,  yet  our 
orator  knew  too  well  the  difpofition  of  his  audience  to 
combat  that  fentiment,  he  therefore  palled  over  fuperficially 
a  point,  which  it  was  dangerous  to  difcufs  fully. 

i 

The  fyftem  of  Colony  government,  which  this  able  ' 
ftatefman  had  formed-,  was  in  every  efiential  point  anala- 

the  reign  of  Edward  the  Firft,  known  by  the  name  of  Statutum  de 
* Vallagio  non  concedendo .  He  /hewed  the  fimilarity  of  the  ancient  dis¬ 
putes  that  arofe  between  the  kings  and  the  people  of  England  on  the 
lubje6t  of  taxation,  to  thofe  now  fubfifting  between  the  parliament  and 
the  natives  of  America  ;  that  the  claim  of  fovereignty  was  the  fame  in 
both  inltances,  and  the  evils  which  were  effectually  removed  by  the 
ifatute  de  tall  agio ,  correfponded  exa&ly  with  thofe  which  his  propofed 
bill  was  intended  to  remedy.  That  parliament  had  happily  a  precedent 
of  the  firft  authority  to  ferve  as  a  guide  to  their  conduct.  The  kings  of 
England  formerly  contended,  that  the  crown,  being  charged  with  the 
public  defence,  muff  be  furnilhed  alfo  with  the  means  of  providing  for 
it.  That  it  would  be  abfurd  to  commit  a  truft  into  the  hands  of  one 
perfon,  and  to  leave  the  power  of  executing  it  to  depend  upon  the  will 
of  another.  But  notwithftanding  the  force  of  this  argument,  and  the 
allurement^  of  the  claim,  one  of  the  greateft  and  wifeff:  of  our  mo~ 
narchs,  by  an  exprefs  and  pofitive  a£f,  cut  off  from  the  fovereign  power 
the  right  of  taxing.  To  this  concefTion,  he  laid,  in  all  human  proba¬ 
bility,  the  preservation  of  the  other  branches  of  the  prerogative  was 
owing.  The  law  was  abfolutely  filent  about  the  right,  and  confined  it- 
felf  to  give  fatisfa&ion  in  future,  and  has  ever  fince  been  the  foundation 
of  the  unity  and  happinefs  of  England.  This  bill,  tho’  reje&ed,  was 
fupported  by  a  larger  number  than  any  other  propofal  made  by  the 
minority  refpecling  America,  the  number  being  aio  to  105. 
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<rous  to  that  which  had  been  framed  by  Lord  Chatham. 
Each  renounced  the  idea  of  America  being  reprefented  in 
the  Britifh  parliament.  Mr.  Burke's  plan  went  to  repeal¬ 
ing  only  one  of  the  eight  adds  of  parliament  propofed  by  the 
noble  Earl  in  the  other  Houfe,  but  with  him  it  urged  the 
neceflity  of  repealing  all  the  adts  refpcdting  America  which 
had  parted  in  the  laft  fefiion  of  Parliament,  the  Quebec  add 
excepted;  to  regulate  the  Courts  of  Admiralty;  and  that 
the  Judges  fhould  be  paid  by  the  aflemblies,  and  hold  their 
ports  during  good  behaviour.  The  bafis  on  which  the  whole 
fabric  refted,  was  the  mode  by  which  a  revenue  fhould  be 
raifed.  Mr.  Burke  propofed,  that  all  grants  or  aids  to 
Great  Britain  made  by  America,  fhould  be  by  refoiutions 
in  their  general  aflemblies  ;  the  readinefs  of  thcfe  aflemblies, 
to  grant  an  equitable  fupply  for  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate, 
he  inferred  from  the  free  grants  which  they  had  at  fundry 
times  made  of  large  fubfidies,  according  to  their  abilities. 
All  thefe  refoiutions  were  rejedled  by  a  great  majority. 

Mr.  Burke  appealed  to  the  public,  by  printing  his 
fpeech  ;  the  public  read,  admired,  and  forgot  it.  In  fhort, 
porterity  alone  is  qualified  to  decide  upon  the  merits  of  a 
politician  who  attempts  to  reafon  down  the  pride  of  em¬ 
pire,  and  to  perfuade  a  warlike  people  to  yield,  when  they 
imagine  themfelves  able  to  didlate.  No  orator  ever  fuc- 
ceeded  in  a  caufe  wherein  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  en¬ 
gage  fome  adlive  paflion  of  the  human  foul  in  his  intereft. 

Whilft  the  important  difpute  with  America  caufed  warm 
debates  in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  greatly  divided 
the  nation,  a  variety  of  publications  iflued  from  the  prefs, 
in  fome  of  which  the  condudt  of  government  was  defended 
with  great  zeal,  and  in  others  as  warmly  attacked,  fome- 
times  with  argument,  fometimes  by  ridicule,  and  not  un- 
frequently  with  abufe.  Indeed  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  pre¬ 
vailed 
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vailed  in  its  full  extent.  The  miniftry,  inflead  of  pu¬ 
nching  abufive  writers,  retained  in  their  pay  fuch  as  were 
very  eminent  for  that  qualification,  it  having  been  thought 
more  lerviceable  to  the  caufe  of  government  to  bear  down 
feurrility  by  feurrility,  than  to  profecute  delinquents  in  the 
courts  of  Jaw.  To  reftrain  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs 
ufed  to  be  deemed  neceffary  by  minifters,  but  now  a  dif¬ 
ferent  kind  of  conduct  is  adopted  ;  the  abufe  of  the  prefs  is 
winked  at,  is  even  countenanced,  and  an  ufeful  purpofe  is 
anfwered  to  government  thereby  :  the  natural  attachment 
which  mankind  feels  to  order  and  decorum,  caufe  men  of 
fenfe  and  influence  to  be  difgufted  at  the  abufe  and  illi¬ 
berally  which  is  poured  out,  and  the  forbearance  of  go¬ 
vernment  is  conitrued  into  moderation,  when  perhaps  their 
own  emifiaries  are  the  delinquents*. 

The  moft  able  and  refpe&able  advocate  for  government, 
was  a  writer  who  had  Ipent  a  long  courfe  of  years  in  lite¬ 
rary  purfuits,  no  lefs  laborious  to  himfelf  than  beneficial  to 
mankind,  and  who  was  at  length,  by  the  well -directed 
bounty  of  his  Sovereign,  refeued  from  thofe  uneafy  fen- 
fations,  which  muft  prey  upon  a  man  of  genius,  who  is  com¬ 
pelled  to  make  writing  a  profeflionf.  This  gentleman  had 

*  In  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  George  the  Second,  the  printer  of 
the  Craftfrnan  was  taken  up  for  publilhing  two  letters,  which  were 
written  by  lord  Bolingbroke,  in  the  firft  of  which  he  palled  great  enco¬ 
miums  upon  Edward  the  Third,  interfperfed  with  fome  oblique  hints, 
which  were  conftrued  into  libels  againft  the  government:  and  in  the 
fecond,  he  drew  the  charafler  of  Richard  the  Second,  in  a  manner 
which  was  fuppofed  to  convey  the  fame  meaning  j  but  the  affair  was 
fullered  to  die  away.  This  will,  however,  ferve  to  fliew  the  great  in- 
creafe  in  the  licenfe  of  the  prefs  in  the  courfe  ©f  about  forty  years. 

+  Dr.  Johnfon  feelingly  deferibes  fuch  a  fituation,  in  the  admirable 
preface  which  he  has  written  to  his  Dictionary  of  the  Englilli  language. 

ever 
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ever  avowed  his  political  fentiments,  which  led  him  to  be 
ffrongly  attached  to  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  and  to  treat  with 
afperity  the  conduct  of  the  legiflature  towards  that  family  ; 
but  he  had  at  length,  like  many  others  who  held  the  fame 
principles,  tiansferred  his  loyalty  to  the  Brunfwick  line  ; 
it  was  therefore  in  the  integrity  of  his  heart  that  he  under¬ 
took  a  defence  of  American  taxation  from  the  imputation  of 
tyranny.  In  this  piece  he  defended  the  do£lrine  of  Colony 
fubordination  upon  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations; 
maintained  that  the  Colonifls,  by  their  fituation,  became 
poflefled  of  fuch  advantages  as  were  more  than  equivalent 
to  their  right  of  voting  for  reprefentatives  in  parliament :  he 
ridiculed  the  diftin£lion  made  between  internal  taxation  and 
commercial  regulations,  and  argued,  that  as  the  parliament 
may  ena<5l:  for  America  a  law  of  capital  punifhment,  it  may 
therefore  eftablifh  a  mode  and  proportion  of  taxation. 

Th  is  work  was  publifhed  about  the  time  that  Mr.  Burke 
delivered  his  celebrated  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
It  is  to  the  honour  of  human  nature  to  have  it  remarked, 
that  thefe  two  contemporaries,  diftinguifhed  in  the  higheft 
degree  for  the  univerfality  of  their  knowledge  and  learning, 
as  well  as  for  the  elevation  of  their  genius,  who,  notwiths¬ 
tanding  they  were  ftrenuous  fupporters,  from  principle,  of 
very  oppofite  political  fentiments,  at  the  very  time  when 
thefe  points  were  warmly  difeufled,  and  the  zeal  of  thedif- 
putants  frequently  drew  forth  inve&ive  and  fierce  recrimi¬ 
nation,  yet  lived  in  habits  of  ftri<51:  friendfhip,  and  knew 
how  to  enjoy  the  feafl:  of  reafon  and  the  flow  of  foul'* 
amidft  the  tempeft  of  civil  contentions.  A  glorious  triumph 
over  thofe  weaknefTes  which  the  human  mind  is  too  much 
fufceptible  of,  even  when  under  the  government  of  a  found 
ttnderftanding  ! 

1 
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Neither  fhould  the  hiftorian  who  records  the  tranfaSions 
of  thefe  times,  omit  to  take  notice  of  the  difinterefted  condu£l 
ot  a  young  nobleman  in  this  unhappy  difpute.  In  all 
queftions  concerning  the  government  of  America  which 
came  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords  during  this  feffion  of  par¬ 
liament,  the  Earl  of  Effingham  ilrenuoufly  oppofed  the 
meafures  adopted  by  the  majority.  Although  the  fortune 
which  he  inherited  was  not  ample,  yet  his  defcent  wTas  as 
illuflrious  as  any  peer  of  Great  Britain  :  one  of  the  elder 
branches  of  his  family  commanded  the  Engliih  Heet  that 
was  oppofed  to  the  Spanifh  Armada  in  1588,  from  which 
period  a  martial  fpirit  prevailed  in  moft  of  the  defendants 
from  this  noble  blood  of  the  Howards.  Like  his  father 
and  grandfather  he  was  bred  to  arms,  and  in  his  early  man¬ 
hood  difcovered  a  Prong  attachment  to  his  profeffion*  An 
earned  defire  to  become  a  practical  foldier  led  him,  when 
the  war  between  Ruffia  and  the  Porte  broke  out,  to  ferve  as 
a  volunteer  in  the  army  of  the  former  power.  The  re- 
ePablifhment  of  peace  rePored  his  lordffiip  to  his  country, 
when  he  gave  a  public  teftimony  of  his  political  principles^ 
by  figning  the  proted  which  was  entered  on  the  journals  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  paffing  the  ad  for  regulating  the 
government  of  MaPachufet’s  Bay*.  The  twenty-fecond 
regiment  of  foot,  in  which  he  held  a  captain’s  commiflion, 
being  at  length  ordered  to  America,  he  conceived  his  pro- 
feffion  of  a  foldier  no  longer  compatible  with  his  duty  as  a 
citizen,  he  therefore  wrote  a  letter  of  reiignation  to  the  fe- 
cretary  at  war.  u  It  is,  faid  he,  when  addreffing  his  peers* 
no  fmali  facrihce  which  a  man  makes  who  gives  up  his 
profeffion,  but  it  is  a  much  greater,  when  a  prediledio» 
Prengthened  by  habit,  has  given  him  fo  Prong  an  attach¬ 
ment  to  his  profeffion  as  I  feel ;  I  have,  however,  this  con¬ 
flation,  that  by  making  the  facriftce,  I  at  lead  give  to  my 


*  See  page  149. 
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country  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the  fincerity  of  my  prin¬ 
ciples*. ’’  The  cities  of  London  and  Dublin  voted  their 
thanks  to  his  lordfhip  for  this  noble  conduct. 


The  bufinefs  of  finance  clofed  the  feffion.  The  amount 
of  the  fupplies  for  the  year  1775  was  4,307,45c«£-  an(i  a 
million  of  three  percent,  annuities  was  paid  off  at  88  per 
€cnt\.  1,250,000^.  exchequer  bills  were  difcharged,  and 
new  ones  to  an  equal  amount  ifTued.  The  land-tax  was 
continued  at  three  (hillings  in  the  pound,  and  the  total  of 
ways  and  means,  exclufive  of  exchequer  bills,  but  including 
the  million  of  the  national  debtdifcharged,  was  5,309, 246^4. 


*  Speech  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  May  18,  1775. 

•f  The  Earl  of  Stair  (fates,  that  the  new  debts  contracted  in  the  years 


1774  &  1775,  which  were  not  funded,  exceeded  the  debts  difchargcd,  by 
274,870/.  See  his  Obfervations  on  the  State  of  the  Nation . 

4  The  expence  of  18,000  feamen,  building  and  repairing  £. 

fhips  and  ordinary  of  navy  -  1,674,059 

Ordinaries  and  extraordinaries  of  ordnance  -  -  260,807 

Army,  amounting  to  17,547  landmen  and  4,383  invalids  -  1,597,051 


Mifcellaneous  fervices  ~  - 

Further  deficiency  in  the  gold  coin,  extras  of  mint  and  fur¬ 
ther  expence  of  coinage  - 
A  deficiency  upon  land  and  malt  - 
Ditto  of  grants  in  1774  - 

Ditto  fund,  three  and  i-half  per  cent,  1758 


85,17' 


Sr, 387 
451 ,000 
112,528 
45,446 


4,307,450 


The  balance  arifing  from  the  finking  fund  to  the  5  th  of 
January,  1775,  was  - 
The  quarter  ending  5th  of  April  - 

"The  growing  produce  was  appropriated  to  the  amount  of 
Froht  on  a  lottery  - 

The  fale  of  the  ceded  idands  at  length  yielded 

French  prize  money  3  7,000/.  and  American  revenue  1 5,00c/. 

The  furplus  cf  ways  and  means  was  calculated  at  - 


it, 239 
884,447 

i>9°4->3r3 
1 50,000 
50,000* 
32,000 
122,795 
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His  Majefiy  put  an  end  to  the  feffion  on  the  26th  of 

May. 


The  contef }  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  was 
now  unavoidably  to  be  decided  by  the  fword,  and  the  at¬ 
tention  of  all  Europe  was  drawn  to  a  difpute  fo  new  in  its 
nature  and  important  in  its  confequences.  The  pre-emi¬ 
nence  which  this  country  had  gained  over  all  other  ftates, 
could  not  be  beheld,  even  by  her  allies,  without  fome  degree 
of  envy,  but  to  thofe  powers  in  whom  a  prefcriptive  rival- 
fhip  and  ill-will  fubfifted,  it  was  beheld  with  impatience. 
This  rupture  therefore  was  attended  to  with  the  moft  in- 
terefled  eagernefs,  and  the  wifhes  of  all  Europe,  if  we 
except  fome  German  principalities,  may  be  faid  to  have 
beeen  favourable  to  the  caufe  of  America.  The  Baron  de 
Montefquieu,  whom  the  pad  age  received  as  an  oracle,  and 
whom  fome  living  writers  of  our  own  nation  *  confider  as  a 
fanciful  politician,  remarks,  that  “  fuch  powers  as  areefta- 
blifhed  by  commerce,  may  fubfift  for  a  long  feries  of  years 
in  their  humble  condition,  but  their  grandeur  is  of  fhort 
duration.  They  rife  by  little  and  little,  and  in  an  imper¬ 
ceptible  manner,  for  they  do  not  perform  any  great  exploit 
which  may  make  a  noife  and  fignalize  their  power;  but 
when  they  have  once  raifed  themfelves  to  fo  exalted  a  pitch 
that  it  is  impoflible  but  all  muft  lee  them,  every  one  endea¬ 
vours  to  deprive  fuch  a  nation  of  an  advantage  which  they 
had  fnatched  as  it  were  from  the  reft  of  the  world.”  A 
defire  of  feeing  a  haughty  nation  humbled  might  there¬ 
fore  tend  more  to  promote  this  difpofition,  than  an  attention 
to  the  merits  of  the  caufef . 

CHAP. 

*  Dr.  Johnfon.  Mr.  Gibbon. 

*h  An  Englifh  gentleman  who  travelled  with  a  young  nobleman  of 
high  rank,  being  introduced  to  the  King  of  Pruflia  at  Sans  Souci ,  that 
•Prince  entered  into  a  converfation  upon  the  ftate  of  affairs  between  Great 

Britain 
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CHAP.  II. 

Remarks  on  the  prevailing  Difpcfition  of  America — Aftion  at 
Lexington — Second  SeJJion  of  the  Congrejs  A 51  ion  at  Hunker  s - 
mu  —  Ticondercga  and  Crownpoint  fubdued — TranfporU 
vejfels  taken  by  the  Americans— Meeting  of  Parliament  — 
Vajl  Army  voted — Bill  of  Indemnity  brought  in — Sentiments 
delivered  concerning  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown — Petition 
from  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia— —Prohvntary  Act  Pi  ea~ 
ties  with  German  Princes — Troops  drawn  from  Ireland — 
Animadverfion  on  the  Meafure  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons—* 
Aft  for  the  Employment  of  foreign  Seamen  in  the  Navy  and 
Merchants  Service — State  of  Oppofition  and  the  Objects  of 
its  pur  fuit  during  the  Sejfion — Finances  for  1776, 

1 

IN  this  ftate  of  the  American  difpute,  we  would  wifli  to 
be  indulged  in  making  two  remarks.  The  parlia¬ 
mentary  regulations  which  had  been  made  for  the  govern- 

Britain  and  her  Colonies.  He  obferved,  that  it  was  a  difficult  thing  to 
govern  men  by  force  at  fuch  a  diftance  :  that  if  the  Americans  fhould  be 
beaten,  (which  appeared  a  little  problematical)  ftill  it  would  be  next  to 
impoflible  to  continue  to  draw  from  them  a  revenue  by  taxation— that  if 
we  intended  conciliation  with  America,  fome  of  our  meafures  were  too 
rough  }  and  if  we  intended  its  fubje&ion  they  were  too  gentle.  He  con¬ 
cluded,  by  faying,  Enfin  Meffieurs ,  je  ne  comprends  pas  ces  chofes  Id  j  je 
nai  point  de  colonie  :  j'efpere  que  vous  vans  tirerez.  bien  d' affaire,  man 
elle  me  paroit  un  peu  epineufe . 

The  fame  writer  informs  us,  that  at  the  court  of  Vienna,  in 
general  they  favoured  America,  but  fhewed  more  moderation  than  ill 
other  parts  of  the  continent.  The  Emperor,  when  fome  perfon  aficed 
him  which  fide  he  favoured,  replied  very  ingenioufly,  Je  fuis  par  metier 
royalifte .  Moore's  Travels,  Vol.  II.  p .  24.2  and  4.36.  See  alfo  Wraxal’s 
Travels,  for  the  fentimentsof  the  Swedes  upon  this  fubjeft* 
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Oi  Maflachufet  s  .oay,  in  the  beginning  of  the  vest* 
!7/4>  I10t  having  been  carried  into  efleCl,  from  the  violent 
oppofition  (hewn  to  that  plan  of  government ;  and  the  civil 
inftitutions  which  theircharter  had  eftabliftied,  being  thereby 
abrogated,  all  the  fundi  ions  of  legal  authority  were  imme¬ 
diately  fulpended.  No  governor  prefided,  no  council  af- 
iembled,  no  judges  interpreted  the  law,  no  inferior  officers 
exacted  an  observance  of  it.  In  fuch  a  ftate  of  anarchy,  it 
was  to  be  expeck-d  that  the  perfons  and  property  of  indi¬ 
viduals  would  be  expofed  to  the  depredations  of  lawlefs  mif- 
creants,  who  are  to  be  found  in  greater  or  lefs  numbers  in 
every  Hate,  who  by  their  crimes  difgrace  humanity,  difturb 
the  peace  of  focieiy,  and  draw  down  the  feverity  of  the 
laws.  But  though  the  fufpenfion  of  magiflracy  gave  the 
needy  and  unprincipled  a  licence  to  do  what  was  right  in 
their  own  eyes,  every  one  remained  fafe  and  unmofefled. 
This  Colony  had  ever  been  characterized  for  an  intolierant 
fpirit  in  religion,  and  now  flood  accufed  of  rebellion  againfl: 
the  parent  flate,  but  its  manners  feem  to  have  remained  un’ 
corrupted,  infomuch  that  in  the  courfe  of  eighteen  years,  it 
js  faid,  that  only  one  criminal  has  been  executed  in  the 
province.  However  we  may  abhor  traitors,  we  cannot  but 
admire  fuch  unexampled  internal  decorum  ! 


Although  cefe&ion  had  now  fpread  over  the  American 
continent,  yet  two  deferiptions  of  men  might  have  been 
expended  to  vvitbftand  the  general  contagion,  at  leafl  utterlv 
to  ^renounce  the  idea  of  taking  up  arms  againfl:  Greal 
Brnain,  namely,  the  quakers  from  principles  of  religion 
anJ  fuch  military  men  who  were  natives  of  the  Britifh  ifles! 
out  who  had  fettled  in  America  at  the  conclufion  of  ihe  laft 
war  -n  confiderable  numbers  :  but  the  contrary  proved  to  be 
toe  fact.  Many  of  the  younger  quakers  in  Philadelphia 
formed  themfelves  into  volunteer  companies,  and  the  Britifh 

officers 
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dicers  forgetting  that  do£lrine  of  fubmiffion  and  fubordi- 
nation  which  they  had  imbibed  with  their  taftics,  took  an 
a£tive  part  with  the  Americans,  and  rendered  the  raoft  ef- 
ferstial  fervice  to  their  caufe,  by  toiming  thc*r  hufbandmen 

into  foldiers. 

Conorefs  now  fought  to  procure  arms  and  ammunition 
for  thelnfurgents,  and  as  a  royal  proclamation  had  been 
iiTued,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  fuch  articles  from 
Britain^  the  public  magazines  were  forcibly  feized  upon  in 
many  places.  Mills  were  conftruaed  and  manufa&ures 
eftablifined  in  Pennfylvania  and  Virginia,  for  making  gun¬ 
powder,  and  American  veffds  vifited  the  feveral  European 
ports  from  Cadiz  even  to  Hamburgh.  This  a&ivity  was 
unremitted,  whilft  the  antipathy  which  fubfifted  between 
the  King’s  troops  at  Boflon  and  the  provincials,  was  daily 
increafing,  and  foreboded  fpeedy  hoftilities.  Occafions  for 
£kirmi(hes  were  frequent,  but  the  Americans  pretend,  that 
they  cautioufly  avoided  committing  the  firft  adt  of  open 
fioftility.  They  confidered  themfeWes  as  juftified  in  taking 
up  arms,  for  the  purpofe  of  felf  defence,  but  declaimed  all 
defign  of  attacking  the  King’s  troops.  Whilft  they  ob¬ 
served  this  diftindlion,  they  contended,  that  according  to 
the  Englifh  conftitutioo,  they  were  not  in  a  ftate  of  re¬ 
bellion,  or  levying  war  againft  the  King*.  Which  fide 
was  the  firft  aggreffor  in  the  affair  at  Lexingtonf,  (where 
a  detachment  of  regulars  attempting  to  feize  fome  cannon 
and  ammunition,  a  fharp  engagement  enfued)  every  man 
will  decide  upon  according  to  his  political  attachments, 
for  both  parties  difclaim  it.  However,  this  adtion  in  its 

*  Sir  William  Blackftone  fays,  that 16  in  cafes  of  national  oppreffion^ 
the  nation  has  very  juftif.ably  rifen,  as  one  man,  to  vindicate  the  original 
_compa&  between  the  King  and  the  people.  Ponunentaries ,  Book  IV« 
Chap.  VI* 
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eonfequences  tended  to  beat  up  all  America  to  arms; 
Congrefs  being  f00n  after  reaffembled,  (notwithftanding  the 
^  merican  fecretary  had  written  circular  letters  to  each  Co¬ 
lony  forbidding  it  in  the  king’s  name,  and  under  pain  of 
his  difpleafure,  to  eleft  deputies  for  the  next  general  Con¬ 
grefs)  now  began  to  aflume  the  executive  powers  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  appointed  Mr.  George  Wafhington,  (a  native 
of  Virginia,  and  poffcfied  of  landed  property  there  to  the 
amount  of  5000I.  per  annum)  commander  in  chief  of  their 
forces.  This  gentleman  had  been  trained  to  arms  from 
his  youth  ;  but  few  opportunities  had  occurred  in  which 
he  could  gain  military  renown.  His  fir  ft  exploit  in  arms, 
about  the  year  1754,  proved  unfortunate,  but  not  difgrace- 
ful.  The  Americans  efteemed  the  man,  becaufe  they  be¬ 
lieved  him  to  be  as  much  diftinguiihed  by  his  perfonal  vir- 
tues  and  talents,  as  by  his  fortune. 


_  « 

,  Twenty  thoufand  Provincials  in  arms  now  hemmed  in 
the  king’s  troops  at  Bofton,  and  although  large  reinforce¬ 
ments  from  England  and  Ireland  arrived  about  this  time, 
with  which  came  the  Generals  Howe,  Burgoyne  and  Clin¬ 
ton,  yet  it  was  found  impoffible  to  extricate  the  army  from 
this  difgraceful  blockade.  The  daring  attempt  of  a  party 
of  Americans,  headed  by  a  Dr.  Warren,  to  fortify  an  emi¬ 
nence  which  commanded  the  town,  brought  on  the  fierce 
and  fatal  adion  of  Bunker’s-hill,  where  vidory  was  dearly 
bought,  with  the  lives  of  many  veteran  officers  *.  Genei 
rai  Howe,  wTho  led  the  attack,  was  aJmoft  the  only  officer 
who  remained  unhurt,  although  in  the  hotteflof  theadion, 
and  with  numbers  continually  falling  befide  him.  The 
Britifh  troops,  trained  to  difcipline  and  inured  to  fervice3 
twice  retreated  before  a  body  of  peafants,  who  then,  for 
the  firft  time,  faced  an  enemy.  The  undaunted  courage  of 
the  General,  which  was  well  feconded  by  his  officers, 

?  June  17,  i775. 
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retrieved  the  fortune  of  the  day,  Warren,  the  American 
leader,  was  killed  in  the  adtion.  Charleftown,  which 
Hood  on  the  northern  peninfula,  at  the  entrance  of  Bolton  - 
bay,  and  confifted  of  about  400  houfes,  was  unfortunate!/ 
reduced  to  afhes.  The  manner  in  which  this  pofl  was 
attacked  has  been  much  cenfured  :  had  the  troops  been 
landed  on  the  ifthmus,  near  the  town  of  Cambridge,  th* 
American  works,  it  has  been  faid,  might  have  been  mors 
ealily  forced;  and  their  retreat  effedfually  cut  off :  but  Put¬ 
nam  lay  with  a  confiderable  force  at  a  final  l  diftance,  which 
probably  determined  the  general  againft  this  mode  of  at¬ 
tack.  On  the  other  hand,  the  American  general  is  equally 
cenfured  for  not  marching  his  men  to  fupport  the  party  on 
Bunker’s  Hill0 

The  important  forts  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crownpoint, 
the  former  of  which,  when  poffeffed  by  the  French,  had 
withftood  the  attack  of  a  large  army,  were  now  furprized 
and  taken  by  a  body  of  American  volunteers,  formed  in 
the  back  fettlements,  and  commanded  by  a  Colonel  Eation, 
and  a  Colonel  Ethan  Allen;  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
either  of  thefe  partifans  adted  under  commiffions  from 
Congrefs. 

It  now  became  neceffary  for  Congrefs  to  provide  the 
means  of  paying  the  troops  which,  were  railed,  and  co  de¬ 
fray  the  other  expences  of  the  war ;  and  as  no  fpecie  could 
be  obtained,  the  little  which  was  in  circulation,  being  im¬ 
mediately  fecreted  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  troubles,  no 
other  refource  was  left  but  to  ifTfie  a  large  paper  currency, 
for  the  redemption  of  which  the  delegates  of  each  Province 
in  Congrefs  bound  their  conftituents.  Such  a  mode  of 
providing  for  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  required  that  a 
general  confidence  (houid  be  placed  in  the  fecurity  ;  public 
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fpirit  wijl  often  lead  man  to  rifle  their  perfons  rather  than 
their  property,  belides  the  eafinefs  with  which  thefe  notes 
could  be  imitated,  expofed  the  new  ftates  to  great  incon- 
veniencies  from  forgeries. 
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The  title  of  “  The  United  Colonies  of  America,”  was 
then  a  (Turned,  the  Congrefs  declared,  that  the  coropaft  be¬ 
tween  the  legiflature  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  people  of 
JVIaffachufet’s  Bay  was  diflblved,  by  the  violation  of  the 
charter  of  William  and  Mary  on  the  part  of  England,  and 
therefore  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  province 
to  eledt  proper  officers  of  date,  agreeable  to  the  powers 
which  they  pofllffed  by  their  charter.  Hancock,  a  Bofto- 
nian  of  gieat  wealth  r.nd  influence,  was  chofen  Prefident  of 
the  Congrefs,  whiift  a  proclamation  by  General  Gage  ex¬ 
cepted  him  and  Samuel  Adams  from  that  general  offer  of 
pardon  which  was  made  to  all  others.  The  feeble  colony 
of  Georgia  foon  after  joined  the  confederacy,  and  fent  five 
deputies  to  Congrefs,  upon  which  the  name  of  the  Thirteen  ' 
United  Colonies  cf  America  was  affumed. 


Notwithstanding  the  Americans  appeared  thus  formida¬ 
ble,  yet  they  were  a&ualiy  very  ill  provided  with  arms  and 
ammunition  *,  whiift  the  mod  ample  fupplies  were  (hipped 
in  England  for  the  ufe  of  the  Britilh  army;  but  the  trans¬ 
ports  being  fent  out  unarmed,  and  happening  to  be  fepa- 
rated  from  their  convoy  by  a  gale  of  wind  on  the  American 
coaft,  many  of  them  were  captured  by  the  Provincial 
cruifers,  without  being  able  to  make  any  defence.  So  large 
a  fupply  thus  eafily  obtained,  was  a  moil  important  acqui- 


*- 


It  is  aflerted,  that  there  had  been  a  time  when  the  American  army 
was  fo  deftitute  of  military  ftores,  as  not  to  have  powder  enough  in  all 
their  magazines  to  furnish  more  than  five  rounds  a  man  for  their  final J 
arm:.  without  any  fupply  for  their  great  guns. 
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fuion  to  the  Colonies.  It  was  not  to  have  been  imagined, 
that  by  fuch  an  a6t  of  negligence  Great  Britain  fhould  pro¬ 
vide  her  revolted  fubjeifts  with  the  means  of  becoming  for¬ 
midable.  In  times  lefs  courteous  than  the  prefent,  fo  fla¬ 
grant  a  breach  of  duty,  productive  of  fuch  confequcnces, 
would  have  occafioned  a  rigorous  parliamentary  enquiry  to 
have  purfued  the  delinquents. 

The  endeavours  to  furnifh  the  army  with  frefh  provifions 
and  neceffaries  during  the  feverity  of  a  North  American 
winter,  were  equally  fruftrated,  by  the  injudicious  manner  in 
which  they  were  exerted  ;  for  though  5000  oxen  and  14,000 
ftieep,  with  a  vaft  number  of  h®gs,  were  put  on  board 
tranfports,  with  vegetables  of  ail  kinds,  and  in  vaft  abun¬ 
dance  *  ;  io,coo  butts  of  beer  diftributed  among  this  fleet, 
and  5000  chaldron  of  coals,  yet  the  fleet  failed  fo  late  in 
the  feafon,  and  was  fo  buffetted  by  adverfe  winds,  that 
moft  of  the  live  ftock  perifhed  in  the  voyage,  and  many  of 
the  tranfports  were  forced  on  the  American  coaft  and 
taken. 

The  two  houfes  of  parliament  affembled  on  the  26th  of 
Odtober,  1775.  The  fpeech  from  the  throne  fpoke  of  the 
revolt,  hoftility,  and  rebellion  of  America;  of  certain  per- 
fons  in  the  Colonies  having  raifed  troops,  colledled  a  naval 
force,  feized  the  public  revenue,  and  affirmed  to  themfelves 
legiflative,  executive,  and  judicial  powers,  which  they 
exercifed  in  the  moft  arbitrary  manner  over  the  perfons  and 
properties  of  their  fellow-fubjedls.  It  fpoke  of  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  parliament  during  the  laft  feflion,  as  wifhing  rather 
to  reclaim  than  to  fubdue.  His  Majefty  expreffed  his 

*  The  charge  of  vegetables,  calks,  and  vinegar,  amounted  to  up* 
wards  of  20,000] .  Hay,  oats,  and  beans  for  a  fingle  regiment  of  cavalry 
^mounted  to  nearly  as  much, 
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anxiety  to  prevent,  if  it  had  been  poffible,  the  effufion  of 
the  blood  ot  his  fubje&s,  and  the  calamities  which  are  in- 
ieparable  from  a  ftate  of  war,  Pill  hoping  that  his  people  in 
America  would  have  difcerned  the  traiterous  views  of  their 
leaders,  and  have  been  convinced,  that  to  be  a  fubjedt  of 
Great  Britain,  with  all  its  confequences,  is  to  be  the  freeft 
member  of  any  civil  fociety  in  the  known  world.  It  fpoke 
of  friendly  offers  which  had  been  made  of  foreign  afliftance, 
and  of  having  fent  to  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon,  Hanove¬ 
rian  troops  to  replace  fuch  Britilh  regiments  as  fcould  be 
drawn  from  thence  for  the  American  fervice.  It  fpoke  of 
burdens  which  mull  be  inevitably  laid  on  the  people  in  con- 

fequence  of  this  rebellion,  and  of  the  pacific  difpofition  of 
European  powers. 


The  manner  in  which  the  addrefs  was  carried  in  both 
-  uf's,  fhewed  that  minillry  Pill  poffefled  a  vafl  majority, 
'  -  ough  fome  individuals  had  deferted  their  ftandard  :  the 
Grafton,  in  this  day’s  debate,  went  over  from  the 


caufe  c  i  adminiftration,  together  with  a  very  eloquent  and 
r- pr  ate  *.  A  proteft,  figned  by  nineteen  peers,  was 
entered  in  the  journals  againft  the  addrefs,  which  was,  as 
n  <ual,  expreffive  of  the  mo  ft  entire  concurrence  in  the  fenti- 
naents  and  condu£l  deferibed  in  the  fpeech. 


Soon  after,  the  Duke  of  Grafton  refigned  the  privy  feal, 
which  was  delivered  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  and  Lord 
George  Germaine  fucceeded  the  Earl  in  the  fecretaryfhip 
for  the  American  department.  This  nobleman,  defeended 
from  the  noble  race  of  Sackvilie,  Dukes  of  Dorfet,  and 
uncle  to  the  prefent  Duke,  had  fupported  the  ftamp  a6t 
under  Mr*  Grenville’s  adminiftration,  and  now  exerted  his 
abilities  to  enforce  American  taxation.  His  perfon  tall 
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and  dignified,  added  force  to  a  manly  elocution  :  his  har- 
rangues  were  rather  argumentative  than  florid  :  without  re¬ 
torting  to  the  artificial  graces  of  oratory,  he  addrefled  the 
judgment;  conftantly  confining  himfelf  to  the  fubjeft 
under  debate,  he  was  concife ;  and  as  he  never  rofe  to 
fpeak  but  upon  a  weighty  queftion,  he  was  heard  with  at¬ 
tention,  and  fpoke  with  efFed.  By  him  the  operations  of 
the  war  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  generally  planned,  and 
to  him  their  fuperintendency  was  principally  intrufted. 


The  Earl  of  Rochford  retired,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
Lord  Weymouth  in  his  office  of  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the 
Southern  department,  who  had  continued  out  of  adminiftra- 
tion  fince  the  negotiation  with  Spain  refpedting  Falkland’s 
i {lands.  The  young  Lord  Lyttelton,  who  had  feverely 
reprobated  the  meafures  of  adminiftration  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  feffion,  was  appointed  a  privy  counfellor,  and  chief 
juftice  in  Eyre,  beyond  Trent.  Government  hereby 
gained  the  two  moft  florid  and  ready  fpeakers  in  the  Houfe 
of  Peers  ;  an  eflential  acquifition  when  fuch  arduous  enter- 
prizes  were  to  be  undertaken. 

The  number  of  men  to  be  employed  in  the  fea  and  land 
fervice  for  the  year  1776,  befpoke  great  defigns  ;  28,000 
feamen,  including  marines,  and  §5,000  men  for  the  land 
fervice  were  voted  #.  The  fending  foreign  troops,  without 
the  authority  of  parliament,  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  was 

*  Franklin,  writing  to  a  friend  fays,  u  Britain,  at  the  expence  of 
three  millions,  has  killed  150  Yankees  this  campaign,  which  is  20,000!, 
a  head:  and  at  Bunker’s  Hill  ftie  gained  a  mile  of  ground,  half  of 
which  fhe  loft  again,  by  our  taking  poll;  on  Ploughed  Hill,  During  the 
Xame  Time  60,000  children  have  been  bom  in  America  ;  from  thefe 
data  may  eafilybe  calculated  the  time  and  expence  neceflary  to  kill  us 
all,  and  conquer  the  whole  territory, — Political }  Mijcellaneous ,  and 
Pbilofophical  Pieces ,  page  365, 
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a  meaiure  which  many  friends  to  adminiilration  thought 
Jilegal  and  reprehenfible.  It  was  confidered  as  diredtly 
repugnant  both  to  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  bill  of  rights 
which  declares,  that  a  King  of  Great  Britain  fhall.  not 
bring  foreign  troops  into  any  part  of  the  empire,  in 
time  of  peace,  without  the  concurrence  of  parliament  - 
in  order  therefore  both  to  bear  harmlefs  the  minifter  who’ 
ad vi led  this  meafure,  and  to  fecure  the  conftitution  from 
violation,  a  bill  of  indemnity  was  propofed  to  be  brouoht 
into  parliament.  The  firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury  declared 
Intnfelf  perfectly  fatisfied  with  the  legality  of  the  proceed¬ 
ing,  and  thought  any  act  of  indemnity  unnecefTary.  This 
doctrine  was  maintained  by  the  crown  lawyers.  It  was 
contended  that  thefe  poffeffions  were  not  a  part  of  Great- 
Britain,  neither  were  the  troops  fent  there  in  a  time  of 

peace.  In  difcu/fing  this  bufinefs,  a  dodtrine  was  advanced 
by  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  the  Solicitor  General  *, 
which  feemed  to  fubvert  the  very  foundations  of  the  con- 
Ilitution  :  they  contended,  that  the  bill  of  rights  was  only 
declaratory  of  ancient  ufage :  that  it  was  an  indifpenfable 
prerogative  inherent  in  the  crown,  to  raife  an  army,  and 
keep  it  on  foot  either  in  time  of  war  or  peace;  and  that 
parliament  had  no  legal  means  of  controling  fuch  a  mea- 
lure,  but  by  withholding  the  fupplies  neceffary  for  its  fup- 
port.  That  the  particular  right  of  the  crown  to  put  gar- 
rifons  into  the  feveral  fortrefies,  both  within  the  kingdom 
and  beyond  fea,.  was  never  controverted  or  denied  in  times 
of  the  greateft  popular  licentioufnefs.  The  garrifons  main¬ 
tained  in  Berwick,  Newcaftle,  the  Marches,  in  Portf- 
mouth,  and  the  Cinque  Ports,  were  produced  as  proofs  of 
this.  The  garrifons  kept  in  Calais  for  more  than  two  cen¬ 
turies,  and  in  i  angier  during  the  greater  part  of  the  reign 
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of  Charles  II.  Were  urged  in  proof  of  that  prerogative  being 
cxercifed  beyond  the  fea.  On  this  ground,  fay  they,  flood 
the  King’s  prerogative  until  the  revolution,  and  the  ufage 
£  nee  that  period  was  the  mo  ft  decifive  evidence  and  confirm¬ 
ation  of  the  inherent  right  now  contended  for.  George  I. 
in  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign,  brought  over  a  body  of 
Dutch  troops  without  confulting  parliament.  In  the  year 
1719  fimiiar  orders  were  iffued,  when  an  invafion  from 
Spain  was  apprehended.  The  fame  practice  took  place 
during  the  rebellion  in  1745,  and  in  the  year  1756  a  body 
of  HefTians  and  Hanoverians  were  brought  into  the  king¬ 
dom,  without  any  parliamentary  fan&ion  whatever  *.  If 
fuch  principles  are  admitted,  the  boafted  liberties  of  Eng- 
lifhmen  have  no  other  tenure  than  the  courtefy  of  the  Sove¬ 
reign.  If  it  is  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  to  raife  ticops, 
or  introduce  foreigners  without  any  reftridlion  ;  the  power 
thereby  accoutred  may  compel  a  provikon  for  their  payment, 
fhould  it  be  withheld.  The  praetorian  bands  foon  rendered 
the  Roman  fenate  a  mere  appendage  of  power,  and  an  army 
furrounding  the  Houle  of  Commons,  might  once  more  de¬ 
grade  the  fpeaker’s  mace  into  a  bauble. 

*  It  might  have  been  urged,  that  the  declaration  of  rights  exni- 
bits  as  one  of  the  twelve  charges  againit  King  Janies  the  Second,  that 
lie  raifed  and  kept  a  handing  army  within  the  kingdom  in  time  of  peace, 
without  confent  of  parliament  5”  and  in  tire  fubiequent  declaratoiy  part, 
it  exprefsly  pronounces  fuch  a  conduct  to  be  againit  law.  Thepieamole 
to  every  mutiny  bill  fpenks  the  fame  language.  The  inftances  produced 
of  the  introduaion  of  foreign  troops  into  the  kingdom,  were  by  no  means 
fimiiar  to  that  under  difeuffion,  as  on  each  occafion  the  crown  a«5led 
either  by  virtue  of  the  treaties  of  guarantee  with  the  Dutch,  ot  by 
another  treaty  entered  into  in  1702,  both  of  which  had  leceived  the 
fan^lion  of  parliament. 

f  2  William  and  Mary,  cap.  2, 
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Ever  fince  the  acceflion  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  the  cry 
had  been  againft  a  Handing  army,  and  a  politician  of  great 
fagacity,  whofe  writings  are  now  held  in  the  higheft  efti- 
mation,  calls  a  Handing  army  “  a  mortal  diflemper  in  the 
Britiflt  conHitution,  of  which  it  mufl  inevitably  perifli*.’’ 
If  parliament  was  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  fending 
foreign  troops  to  garrifon  our  pofleffions  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  Hill  a  bill  of  indemnity  feemed  neceflary,  if  it  was 
only  to  fecure  to  that  part  of  the  legiilature  their  right  of 
deciding  upon  fuch  a  meafure ;  but  when  men  of  great 
weight  and  confequence  openly  avowed  a  different  fenti- 
ment,  and  declared  principles  repugnant  to  the  fpirit  of 
liberty,  and  fubverfive  of  the  conHitution  as  fettled  at  the 
revolution,  it  might  have  been  expe&ed  to  have  given  a  * 
general  alarm,  and  to  have  drawn  the  attention  of  the  houfe 
from  the  proper  bufinefs  under  debate,  to  the  adjufiing  of  a 
concern  of  fuch  magnitude.  In  this  view  it  appears  to 
have  been  a  national  queflion  equally  important  to  this 
country,  as  that  which  was  lighting  up  a  civil  war  in 
America  was  to  the  Colonies.  In  both,  the  matter  imme¬ 
diately  in  ifTue,  was  not  very  momentous,  but  their  im¬ 
portance  lay  in  their  confequences,  and  the  abufe  which 
might  be  made  of  fuch  precedents  hereafter.  The  appre- 
henfions  of  one  country  caufed  the  people  to  refort  to  arms : 
on  the  other,  they  gave  birth  to  a  mock  indemnity-bill  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  perifhed  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords.  A  jealoufy  of  the  powers  of  the  crown  is  not  the 
chara&eriftic  of  the  prefent  age. 


At  the  opening  of  the  fellion,  a  petition  was  prefented  to 
each  Houfe  of  Parliament  from  the  aflembly  of  Nova  Scotia, 
in  confequence  of  Lord  North’s  conciliatory  proportions, 
and  was  intended  by  thofe  who  promoted  it  in  that  Colony, 
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as  a  pattern  and  precedent  for  the  reft.  It  propofed  to 
grant  to  his  Majefty  in  perpetuity,  a  duty  of  poundage  ad 
valorem ,  upon  all  commodities  imported  into  that  province* 
not  being  the  produce  of  the  Britifli  dominions  in  Europe 
or  America,  bay  fait  excepted,  by  which  means  the  amount 
of  the  revenue  would  regularly  keep  pace  with  the  wealth 
and  confumption  of  the  Province.  The  minifters  fupported 
this  proportion  as  fit  to  be  accepted,  and  fuggefted  to  the 
Houfe,  that  the  amount  of  fuch  duties  {hould  be  eight  per 
cent,  on  all  fuch  commodities.  He  thought  fuch  an  exam¬ 
ple  extremely  inviting  to  the  other  Colonies  $  and  although 
the  poverty  of  Nova  Scotia  would  render  the  revenue  drawn 
from  fuch  regulations  very  fmall,  yet  by  (hewing  the  mo¬ 
deration  of  this  country,  it  would  encourage  more  opulent 
Colonies  to  make  fimilar  applications,  and  thereby  break  the 
confederacy  which  was  formed.  In  conlequence  hereof 
the  Houfe  came  to  a  refolution,  that  as  foon  as  an  a£l  (hould 
be  palled  by  the  general  afiembly  of  the  province  of  Nova 
Scotia,  to  eflablifh  this  rate  of  duty,  and  his  Majefty 
(hould  have  given  his  royal  approbation  thereof,  all  duties 
and  taxes  laid  by  any  act  of  parliament  in  force,  ought  to 
ceafe  and  be  difcontinued  $  and  fo  long  as  fuch  act  of  afiem¬ 
bly  (hould  continue  in  force,  no  other  duties  or  taxes  ought 
to  be  impofed  by  parliament  within  that  province,  except 
fuch  as  may  be  expedient  for  the  regulation  of  commerce. 
The  nett  produce  of  which  was  to  be  carried  to  the  account 
of  the  province.  It  alfo  permitted  the  importation  of  wines, 
oranges,  lemons,  and  other  produce  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
directly  from  the  place  of  their  growth. 

The  principal  objection  railed  to  this  plan  was,  that  the 
revenue  heretofore  drawn  from  the  provinces,  every  part  of 
which,  except  the  tea  duty,  had  been  fubmitted  to  and 
quietly  paid,  was  more  productive  than  the  new  duties  pro* 
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pofed  in  lieu  of  them  would  be,  in  cafe  this  regulation  was 
generally  adopted .  Neither  did  it  appear  likely  that  the 
more  opulent  Colonies  ftiould  follow  the  example  of  a 
dittridt  which  ever  had  been  a  confiderable  expence  to  go¬ 
vernment,  and  continued  to  require  a  yearly  grant  from 
parliament  for  its  fupport. 

Whether  the  fniniftry  in  profecuting  this  meafure  faw 
the  inefficacy  of  its  tendency,  or  that  an  over-ruling  power 
about  this  time  had  gained  an  afcendency  in  the  cabinet, 
nothing  more  was  heard  of  the  Nova  Scotia  petition  after 
it  had  patted  the  committee.  Indeed  the  only  thing  which 
had  procured  it  the  countenance  of  government,  was  its 
conformity  to  that  mode  of  taxation  which  the  miniftcr  had 
preferibed  ;  for  even  the  inhabitants  of  this  poor  and  depen¬ 
dent  fpot,  dared  to  exhibit  a  long  catalogue  of  grievances, 
although  living  in  the  habitual  fubjedtion  to  a  military 
force. 

Still  purfuing  the  idea  of  exadling  obedience  from  the 
Colonies,  by  interdidfing  their  trade,  which  had  produced 
fo  many  rettridlive  adls,  the  minifter  brought  in  a  bill  to 
prohibit  all  trade  and  intercourfe  with  the  Thirteen  United 
Colonics  in  America’.  It  authorized  the  commanders  of 
his  Majetty’s  (hips  of  war,  to  make  prize  of  fhips  or  goods 
belonging  to  Americans,  whether  found  on  the  high  feas 
or  in  harbour,  and  vetted  the  property  in  the  captors.  A 
claufe  was  inferred,  by  which  all  Americans  who  fhould 
be  taken  on  board  the  veffels  belonging  to  that  continent, 
were  made  liable  to  ferve  indiferiminately,  without  dittinc- 
tion  of  perfons,  as  common  failors  on  board  our  fhips  of 
war,  at  the  diferetion  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
King’s  fhip.  Such  Americans  were  to  be  entered  on  the 
Ihips  books,  and  confidered  as  volunteers.  And  thofe  pri- 
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foners  who  were  not  fo  entered,  were  to  be  fet  on  fnore  irl 
any  port  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland*  or  in  any  port  of  Ame¬ 
rica  not  in  rebellion,  where  they  were  to  be  at  full  liberty. 
As  this  prohibitory  bill  comprehended  every  fpecies  of  the 
American  commerce  and  employment  upon  the  Teas,  along 
the  coaft  of  the  confederated  ftates,  all  the  former  a£ta 
which  affected  any  particular  port,  or  any  branch  of  commerce 
were  repealed,  in  which  the  Bofton  port  and  the  fifheiy 
bills  were  included.  This  general  profcription  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  terms  of  pardon  and  reconciliation  being  held  out 
to  the  revolters,  by  appointing  cornmiffioners,  and  vetting 
them  with  power  to  grant  pardons  to  individuals,  to  en¬ 
quire  into  general  and  particular  grievances  $  to  determine 
whether  any  part  or  the  whole  of  a  Colony  were  returned 
to  obedience,  and  were  thereby  entitled  to  be  received  into 
the  King’s  peace  and  protection  ;  which  being  declared  by 
the  cornmiffioners,  the  prohibitions  laid  by  this  bill  were  to 
ceafe 

A  petition  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  from 
the  Weft  India  planters  and  merchants,  representing  the 
diftiefs  which  this  a£t  would  bring  on  the  fugar  iflands,  and 
council  was  heard  in  fupport  of  it ;  but  though  a  claufe  was 
propofed,  which  tended  to  leffen  the  rigour  of  forfeitures  of 
fhips  and  goods  belonging  to  the  iflands,  and  to  allow  a 
farther  time  for  their  quitting  the  American  ports,  yet  it 
was  reje£ied.  Governor  johnftone  ftrenuoufly  endeavoured 
to  obtain  an  exemption  for  the  Province  of  Georgia,  as  no 
evidence  of  its  delinquency  had  been  given,  except  in 
fending  deputies  to  Congrefs ;  it  had  been  guilty  of  no  a& 
of  violence  or  hoftilitv,  had  notoppofed  the  laws,  attacked 
the  King’s  troops,  oppreffed  his  loyal  fubjedb,  or  com- 

*  It  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  20th  of  November, 
and  pa ffed  that  Houfe  December  n;  1775 
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mitted  any  of  thofe  crimes  which  were  enumerated  in  the 

preamble  of  the  bill,  The  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  was  againft 
this  exemption  *.■ 

Much  oppofition  was  made  to  this  a£l  in  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament ;  it  was  faid  to  be  a  formal  abdication  of  our 
government  over  the  Colonies,  and  ought  to  be  entitled, 
“  A  bill  for  carrying  more  effedually  into  execution  the  re- 
folvcs  of  the  v^ongrefs.  T  hat  it  would  complete,  what 
yet  remained  to  be  compleated,  of  union  in  America  againft 
the  autnority  of  parliament,  as  the  friends  of  government 
in  that  country,  the  numbers  and  power  of  which  have 
been  the  boaft  of  government,  will  be  convinced,  that  par¬ 
liament  may  dtftrefs,  but  is  either  unable  or  unwilling  to 
protect.  It  would  therefore  drive  the  Americans  into  an 
alliance  with  fome  foreign  power,  and  oblige  them  to  con¬ 
vert  their  merchant-fhips  into  privateers,  to  the  deftru&ion 
of  our  Weft  India  trade,  on  which  accounts  it  was  ob~ 
jefted  to  as  inexpedient.  It  was  likewife  oppofed  as  un- 
juPr,  becaufe  it  authorized  an  indiscriminate  feifure  and 
confifcation  of  the  veflels  and  cargoes  of  our  fubjecls  in 
that  country,  whether  friends  or  foes ;  whether  turbulent, 
difloyal  and  rebellious  5  or  peaceable,  dutiful  and  obe¬ 
dient, 

X  0  compel  both  the  American  officers  and  feamen  to 
ferve  in  our  fhips  of  war  was  condemned  as  a  refinement  in 
tyranny.  The  fttuation  of  fuch  men  was  defcribed  as  the 
]aft  degree  of  wretchednefs  and  indignity  to  which  human 
nature  can  be  fubjecled.  A  man  defpoiled  of  his  goods  as 
a  foreign  enemy,  cannot  be  obliged  to  ferve  the  ftate  as  a” 
citizen.  It  was  predicleft,  that  whatever  might  be  the 

M  v  s  . 
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event  of  the  conteft,  the  Colonies  would,  to  every  fub- 
flantial  and  beneficial  purpofe,  be  for  ever  loft  to  this  coun¬ 
try.  The  appointment  of  commiffioners  was  objected  to 
on  various  grounds.  It  was  afked,  why  offer  pardon  to 
men  who  acknowledge  no  crime  ?  The  difcretionary  powers 
granted  to  the  commiffioners  were  reprefented  as  too  great 
to  be  entrufled  to  any  fet  of  men  in  a  free  government.  It 
gave  them  a  defpotic  and  uncontroulable  power  which  the 
crown  itfelf  did  not  poffefs ;  but  at  the  fame  time  fubje&ing 
their  a&s  to  the  revifion  of  Parliament,  deprived  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  of  all  truft  and  fecurity  if  they  were  difpofed  to 
treat,  for  whilft  the  commiffioners  were  authorized  to  grant 
pardons  to  individuals  and  communities,  they  could  not 
engage  for  a  Angle  fpecific  condition  or  conceffion,  as  a 
bafis  for  future  conciliation,  therefore  the  only  confequence 
of  their  appointment  would  be  the  incurring  a  heavy  and 
unneceffary  expence  to  the  nation,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe 
of  fending  them  might  as  well  be  anfwered  on  the  fpot? 
without  any  parade,  trouble,  or  expence  whatever* 

In  defence  of  the  bill  it  was  faid,  that  the  Americans 
were  already  in  a  {fate  of  warfare  with  us,  which  made  it 
neceffary  that  we  ffiould  make  war  upon  them  by  fea  and 
land,  in  the  fame  manner  as  againft  alien  enemies.  It  was 
impoffible  to  difcriminate  between  friends  and  foes.  Every 
Colony  or  fmaller  diflricSl  had  it  in  its  power  to  accept  of  the 
conciliatory  terms  which  wrould  be  offered  by  the  commif¬ 
fioners,  It  had  only  to  acknowledge  the  legifiative  fupre- 
macy  of  Great  Britain,  if  unwilling  to  fubmit  to  that,  by 
contributing  voluntarily  towards  the  fupport  of  govern¬ 
ment,  it  would  become  one  of  the  parts  of  the  empire,  and 
entitle  itfelf  to  the  protection  of  the  whole.  A  Colony  fo 
demeaning  itfelf  would  fuffer  no  feverity  or  hardfhip.  In 
defence  of  the  claufe  which  gave  a  power  to  the  corn¬ 
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manders  of  King’s  fliips  to  enter  their  American  prifoners 
on  the  books,  it  was  faid,  that  inftead  of  being  punifhed  as 
rebels,  they  immediately  received  pay,  which  would  be  a 
means  of  quieting  their  fcrupies  as  to  the  caufe  in  which 
they  would  be  engaged.  The  neceffity  of  this  bill  was 
urged,  as  no  exifting  law  had  forefeen,  or  provided  for  the 
cafe,  of  carrying  on  a  fea  war  againft  rebels*. 

This  important  bill  being  carried  into  a  law  before  the 
C  hr  iff  mas  recefs,  the  minifter  had  nothing  farther  to  pro- 
pofe  to  Parliament  refpe&ing  America  until  the  bufinefs  of 
the  fupplies  came  forward.  He  then  laid  before  the  Houfef 
the  treaties  which  his  Majefty  had  entered  into  with  German 
Princes  for  troops  to  ferve  in  America.  Thefe  were,  with 
the  reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwick  (figned  Jan.  3,  1776)  ^ 
with  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe-Caffel  (Jan.  15);  and  the 
Hereditary  Prince  of  HeflKCaflel  (Feb,  5).  By  the  firft, 
&  body  of  troops,  amounting  to  3964  men,  was  yielded  by 
the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  to 
be  entirely  at  his  dilpofal,  as  well  in  Europe  as  in  America  ♦ 
alio  a  body  of  light  cavalry  of  336  men,  which  were  to  be 
demounted,  and  ferve  as  infantry;  but  if  the  ferviee  re¬ 
quires  them  to  be  mounted,  the  King  is  to  do  it  at  his  own 
expence.  The  neceflary  annual  recruits  to  be  difcipjined 
and  equipped  by  his  Serene  Highnefs.  Three  difabled  men 
to  be  reckoned  as  one  killed  :  a  man  killed  to  be  paid  for  at 
the  rate  of  levy-money,  which  was  fettled  at  feven  pounds 
jour  {hillings  and  four-pence  per  head.  If  it  fliould  happen 
that  any  of  the  regiments,  battalions,  or  companies,  (hould 
fuffer  a  lofs  altogether  extraordinary,  either  in  a  battle,  or 

1 

*  A  long  proteft  was  entered  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ap-ainft  this  bib, 
fegned  by  eight  peers. 
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fiege,  or  by  an  uncommon  contagious  malady,  or  the  lofs 
of  any  tranfport-veffel  in  the  voyage  to  America,  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  to  make  good  the  lofs,  in  the  molt  equitable 
manner,  and  to  be  at  the  expence  of  the  necefl'ary  recruits  to 
re-eftablifh  the  corps  that  {hall  fuffer  this  extraordinary  lots. 
The  treaty  further  ftipulated,  that  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  army  fhould  be  direfted  not  to  exaa  of  thefe  Brunf- 
wickers  any  extraordinary  fervice,  or  fuch  as  are  beyond 
their  proportion  with  the  reft  of  the  army.  Thefe  troops  to 
take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  with¬ 
out  prejudice  to  the  oath  which  they  have  taken  to  their  So¬ 
vereign,  and  they  were  to  receive  the  ordinary  and  extraor¬ 
dinary  pay,  as  well  as  all  advantages  of  forage  and  provifion, 
enjoyed  by  the  Royal  troops.  Two  months  pay  was  to  be 
advanced  previous  to  the  march  of  the  troops,  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  to  be  at  the  expence  of  their  march  and  tranf- 
port.  For  the  ufe  of  this  army,  an  annual  fubfidy  was  to 
be  paid  of  64,500  German  crowns,  (15,519^  fterlmg)  as 
long  as  thefe  troops  fhould  enjoy  their  pay,  and  when  th at 
fhould  ceafe,  the  fubfidy  fhould  be  doubled,  and  fo  con¬ 
tinue  during  two  years,  after  the  return  of  the  troops  into 
his  Serene  Highnefs’s  dominions.  The  amount  of  levy- 
money  was  29,481/.  fterling,  and  the  total  of  the  heads  for 
which  levy-money  was  to  be  paid,  amounted  to  4084* 

By  the  treaty  with  the  Landgrave  of  Hefte  CafTel,  12,000 
men  were  taken  into  Britifh  pay  :  their  levy-money  the 
fame  as  the  Brunfwickers,  but  the  fubfidy  double,  being 
450,000  crowns  banco  per  annum,  or  108,281/.  fterling, 
during  the  times  that  the  troops  are  in  Britifh  pay,  and  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  is  to  give  notice  to  the  Landgrave  of 
its  termination  twelve  months  before  it  fhall  take  place,  and 
fuch  notice  is  not  to  be  given  before  the  troops  are  returned, 
gpd  actually  arrived  at  Hefte.  It  was  ftipulated,  that  this 
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body  of  troops  foould  not  be.  feparated,  unlefs  reafons  of 
wai  required  it,  but  fliould  remain  under  the  orders  of  the 
ttieral,  to  whom  his  rnoft  Serene  Highnefs  had  entrufted 
the  command.  The  Landgrave  retained  the  power  of  re- 
caLmg  his  troops  at  the  expiration  of  four  years,  if  they  were 
not  feat  back  before  that  time,  or  then  to  agree  for  pother 


The  treaty  with  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Heffe  was  for 
66S' men,  being  a  regiment  of  foot,  for  which  an  annual 
Jublidy  of  25,050  crowns,  6,017/.  ^tling  was  to  be  paid. 
The  number  of  foreign  troops  taken  into  Britifh  pay,  by 
virtue  of  thele  treaties,  amounted  to  16,968  men. 

*  *  I 

.  **  fie  defended  the  treaties  as  abfolutely  neceflary, 

m  order  to  bring  America  to  obedience.  He  faid,  notwith- 
franding  in  England  the  bounty  had  been  raifed,  and  the 
ftandard  of  height  had  been  lowered,  yet  recruits  were  not 
to  be  had  upon  any  terms;  befides,  in  order  to  put  a  fpeedy 
end  to  the  prefent  troubles,  it  was  neceffary  to  employ  ve¬ 
teran  troops,  who  being  habituated  to  difcipline  and  fervice, 
■iculd  be  regular  and  orderly  in  their  cantonments  as  well 
as  formidable  in  the  field.  Thefe  auxiliaries  were  faid  to 
have  been  obtained  fubftantially  on  the  fame  terms  as  in 
tormer  times.  By  engaging  foreigners,  we  avoided  a  heavy 
half-pay  lift  when  the  fervice  was  over,  and  kept  our  men 
at  home  for  the  purpofes  of  hufbandry  and  manufa&ures  j 
«nd  in  all  probability,  fo  great  a  force  would  have  little 
more  to  do  than  to  fhew  itfelf  and  return.  “  I  believe  ’’ 
faid  the  minifter,  «  there  is  no  perfon  in  this  Houfe  who  is 
not  firmly  perfuaded,  that  the  whole  united  {Length  of 
America  will  not  be  able  to  oppofe  the  force  which  is  meant 
to  be  fent  out  early  in  the  fpring.  I  have  the  ftrongeft  and 
-onfident  ropes,  that  America  will  lubmit  as  foon  as 
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fte  is  convinced  that  Great  Britain  is  determined  to  aft  with 
refolution  and  vigour.”  It  was  acknowledged,  however, 
that  if  the  war  thould  be  protrafted  beyond  two  campaigns, 
the  treaties  muff,  from  their  nature,  become  difad van- 
taoeous ;  but  this  was  faid  to  be  fo  totally  improbable  as 
not  to  merit  confideration. 

Notwithftanding  the  treaties  were  ratified  by  a  great 
majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons*,  and  afterwards  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lordsf,  yet  they  met  with  ftrong  oppofition  in 
both  Houfes.  The  principal  objeaions  made  to  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  treaties  were,  that  the  troops  entered  into  pay 
before  they  began  to  march  ;  the  fum  paid  for  levy-money 
was  complained  of  as  exorbitant,  fuperadded  to  which  each 
Prince  was  to  be  fubfidized,  and  the  large!!  contributor  of 
forces  bad  obtained  a  double  fubfidy.  Their  dominions 
likewife  were  guaranteed  from  foreign  attack.  That  the 
Kino- of  Great  Britain  was  empowered  to  employ  them  in 
Europe  as  well  as  in  America,  was  likewife  cenfured,  as 
well  as,  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Heffians  fhould 
have  the  entire  authority  over  that  body  of  troops.  It  was 
infilled,  that  the  whole  force  agreed  for,  would  cod  the 
nation  the  firfl  year,  when  all  contingent  expences  were 
included,  a  million,  and  an  haif  flerlmg  .  an  expcnce  not 
to  be  parallelled  in  the  hiflory  of  mankind,  for  the  fervice 
of  an  equal  number  of  mem 

The  meafure  at  large  was  reprobated,  not  only  2s  in¬ 
human  and  favage  to  fend  foreign  mercenaries  to  murder  and 
ravage  our  own  fubjcdls,  but  as  dangerous  to  our  interefls; 
for  thefe  foreigners,  thus  forced  by  the  orders  of  their  Prince* 
to  become  parties  in  a  quarrel  in  which  they  had  no  in- 

f  to  SS»  t  100  t0  N 

trinfic 


fr.nfic  concern,  allured  by  the  profpe#  of  eafe  and  plenty, 
which  fettling  in  America  held  out  to  them,  wouldP defert 
in  great  numbers.  It  was  denied  that  this  force,  great  as 
it  was,  would  fubdue  America,  and  it  was  fetting  the  Co¬ 
lonies  an  example  of  making  foreign  alliances  to  ftrengthen 
themfelves  agamft  the  foreign  force  which  we  had  calfed  in 
a<d.  The  mimftry  repelled  thefe  arguments,  by  aftftg 
are  we  to  fit  ftill,  and  fuffer  an  independent  hoflile  empire* 
to  anfe  out  of  an  unprovoked  rebellion  ?  Are  we  tamely  to 
fuffer  the  trade  of  the  American  Colonies,  the  objed  of  fo 
much  care,  attention  and  expence,  of  fo  many  laws  and  fo 
many  wars  to  be  given  away  to  foreigners,  merely  from 
a  fcruple  of  employing  foreign  forces  ?  The  Americans,  by 

their  revolt,  have,  in  fa&,  made  themfelves  foreigners :  can 

they  then  complain  that  foreigners  are  employed  a^ainff 

them?  However  well  difpofed  the  Americans  might  be  to 

retaliate,  they  would  hardly  find  any  European  power  fo 

blind  to  their  true  intereft  as  to  make  a  league  with  them, 

or  indeed  give  them  any  fort  of  countenance  :  but  admitting 

for  a  moment,  that  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a 

free  trade  with  America,  and  a  defire  to  fink  the  confe- 

quence  of  this  country,  lhould  incline  a  rival  power  to  affift 

the  Colonics,  the  argument  for  vigorous  meafures  is  equally 

Itrong,  for  to  prevent  fuch  confequences,  we  ought  to  cruft 

this  infant  rebellion  with  every  kind  of  force  that  we  can 

colleft,  before  our  rivals  and  enemies  can  avail  themfelves 
of  our  fituation. 


The  Houfe  agreed  to  a  motion  made  by  Colonel  Barre3 
that  an  humble  addrefs  beprefented  to  his  Majefty,  praying 
him  to  ufe  his  intereft,  that  the  German  troops' in  Britift 

pay,  now  or  hereafter,  may  be  cloathed  with  the  maim- 
failures  of  this  country. 
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Befides  thefe  foreign  levies,  the  Earl  of  Harcourt,  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  obtained  4000  troops  from  that 
kmgdom,  which  was  one  third  of  the  forces  kept  there  for 
its  defence.  An  offer  was  at  the  fame  time  made  to  replace 
thefe  with  an  equal  number  of  foreign  proteftant  troops, 
the  charge  of  which  fhould  be  defrayed  without  any  expence 
to  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  The  Commons  granted  the 
troops,  but^ declined  to  accept  of  any  foreigners  in  their 
Head.  This  tranfa&ion  gave  occafion  to  the  oppofition  in 
the  Britifli  Parliament,  to  cenfure  government  on  the  ground 
of  "attempting  to  introduce  foreign  troops  into  the  empire, 
without  the  fandtion  of  Parliament,  and  {Updating  for  the 
pay  of  Soco  men,  when  only  4°co  were  employed.  It 
was  debated,  whether  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  formally 
undertaking  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  to  engage  for  the  Com¬ 
mons  of  Great  Britain,  was  not  guilty  of  a  breach  of  pri¬ 
vilege  ?  Some  of  the  miniftry  cenfured  the  flep,  but  the 

majority  crufhed  the  enquiry*. 


The  laft  important  regulation  introduced  in  this  fefiion 
cf  Parliament,  was  a  partial  lufpenflon  cf  the  cl  IN « li¬ 
gation,  to  anfwer  the  exigencies  of  the  times.  It.  was 
hereby  made  lawful  to  employ  iorergn  feamen  on  board  our 
fhips  of  war,  and  that  our  merchantmen  might  be  navigated 
with  foreign  feamen,  fo  that  no  more  than  three  fourths  of 
the  crew  were  foreigners.  This  hill  was  framed  from  one 
which  was  paffed  in  I755>  the  creaking  out  of  the  vtar 
with  F ranee.  A  motion  was  made,  which  was  however 
over-ruled,  that  the  fubjecls  cf  France  and  Spain  fhould  be 
excepted  out  of  the  bili.  Many  weighty  objefiions  were 
urged  againft  palling  (uch  a  law,  as  making  oui  natural 
enemies  acquainted  with  our  coaitS^  harbours,  docks,  ^nc. 


*  124  to  jofi, 
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arfenals.  Befides,  if  we  Ihould  be  forced  into  a  war  with 
both  branches  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  fuch  of  the  fub- 
jeifs  of  France  and  Spain  as  would  then  be  in  our  fervice 

“uft,  quit  k  uP°n  Pain  of  being  deemed  traitors,  which 
would  occafion  an  immediate  redudlion  of  our  ftrength  and 

as  fudden  a  fupply  to  our  enemies,  by  furnilhing  them  with 

trained  feamen  and  fkilful  navigators.  This  deftruftive 

conduct,  which  only  the  neceflitous  condition  into 

which  we  were  reduced,  could  be  urged  as  an  excufe  for 

was  pathetically  lamented.  Foreigners,  it  was  faid,  com* 

pofe  our  armies,  man  our  fleets,  take  charge  of  our  molt 

important  fortrefles  in  Europe,  fight  our  battles  in  America  • 

our  commerce  is  to  be  carried  on  with  foreigners  Thus 

are  we  rendered  the  moll  defpicable  nation  in  Europe  from 

havmg  been,  but  a  few  years  ago,  the  molt  powerful  and 
jrefpediable.  u 


. .  T|le  a'ecl>n‘ng  health  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham  prevented 
mm  from  taking  any  adhve  part  during  this  feffion,  f0  that 
the  oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  government  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  was  chiefly  maintained  by  the  Dukes  of  Richmond 
Manchelter  and  Grafton,  the  Marquis  or  Rockingham  and 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne.  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons, Mr.Burk- 
Lord  John  Cavendifh,  Sir  G.  Saville,  Mr.  Hartley,  Mr’ 
Dunning,  Governor  Johnftone,  Mr.  Charles  Fox,  Colonel 
Barre,  Mr.  I  homas  Townlhend,  and  Mr.  Temple  Luttre! 
were  the  molt  confpicuous  for  the  attempts  which  they  made 
either  to  overturn  the  meafures  of  adminiftration,  by  pro- 
pofing  a  contrary  plan  of  condudl,  or  pointing  out  themif- 
cnievous  confequences  reiuiting  from  the  prefent  fyftem. 
In  pursuing  thefe  views,  the  enormous  expences  which 
were  incurred,  and  which  were  daily  increafing  in  a  com. 
pound  ratio,  were  defcanted  upon.  The  Hate  of  our  navy 
in  times  fo  critical,  was  deferibed  as  particularly  alarming, 

and 


and  the  abufes  in  that  department  were  infilled  upon  with 
great  acrimony  of  cenfure.  The  hoftile  defigns  of  France 
and  Spain  were  predidted  :  a  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  *  endeavoured  to  call  the  attention  of  Parliament  to 
the  great  naval  preparations  which  were  making  in  the  ports 
of  both  kingdoms,  and  to  the  additional  force  which  had 
been  fenc  from  the  former  to  her  Weft-India  iflands.  He 
afked,  Is  not  the  French  miniftry  changed?  Is  not  the 
Queen  of  France  thought  to  have  great  influence  in  the 
new  arrangement  ?  Who  is  her  great  friend  ?  IVlonf.  Choi— 
feu].  Who  is  the  avowed  enemy  of  this  country  ?  Monf- 
Choifeul  ?  Who  is  the  lover  of  war  ?  Monf.  Choifeul. 

The  merchants,  who  had  fuffered  feverely  by  the  prohi¬ 
bitory  adts,  which  cut  off  their  commerce  with  America, 
now  faw  large  cargoes  (hipped  for  that  continent  by  a  new 
fet  of  men,  who  obtained  licences  from  the  admiralty  board, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying  his  Majefty’s  forces  with  (tores, 
provifions  and  neceffaries  :  under  which  denomination,  all 
forts  of  merchandize  had  been  fent  to  America.  The  abufe 
of  this  privilege  was  pointed  out  in  both  Houles,  and  fuch 
proofs  adduced  as  tended  toreftridl  it  in  future. 

The  formidable  power  which  was  deftined  to  adl  again® 
the  Americans,  occafioned  a  large  increafe  in  the  annual 
expences  of  the  nation,  although  many  of  the  charges 
by  incurred  were  at  that  time  kept  back  from  the  j 
eye,  and  referved  to  fwell  feme  furure  account, 
whole  amount  of  the  fuppiies  was  9>®97’ Sill-  (lnc^ 
1,250,000  of  Exchequer  bills  paid  ofl,  and  deficien 
the  laft  year,  538,92c/.)  which  was  3,448,753/. 
than  for  the  year  1775.  The  means  of  providin 
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vL.^ii  v.cre,  fixing  the  land-tax  at  four  fliillings  in  the 
pound,  increafing  Exchequer  bills  to  a  million  and  half, 
owin^  two  m !  I  lions  upon  annuities  2nd  2  lottery* 
I  lie  annual  intereftof  this  funded  debt  amounted  to  64,000!* 
to  raife  which,  an  additional  tax  of  twenty  (hillings  was  laid 
on  four-wheeled  carriages,  the  produce  of  which  was  com¬ 
puted  at  17,000!.  Five  pounds  per  annum  duty  on  fta^e 
coaches,  computed  at  2000I.  An  additional  ftamp  of  one 
fhilling  upon  all  deeds  or  writings>eftimated  at  30,000!.  A 
ffamp  of  one  half-penny  on  all  news-papers  was  expedited  to 
yield  1 8, cool,  the  number  of  news-papers  printed  lad  year 
being  upwards  of  twelve  millions.  A  further  duty  of  fix- 
pence  a  pack  was  laid  on  cards,  and  two  (hillings  and  fix- 
pence  on  dice,  which  was  eftimated  to  raife  6oooi*.  Eefides 

which* 


*  1  lie  manner  in  which  the  national  expences  are  incurred,  and  the 
means  by  which  they  are  difeharged,  although  deftitute  of  entertain¬ 
ment  to  the  general  reader,  are  enquiries  of  great  importance  to  the  po¬ 
litical  reafoner,  to  gratify  whom,  the  annual  accounts  are  digefted  la 
this  work.  The  particulars  for  1776  were  as  follow  : 

Navy— 28,000  feamen,  ordinary,  building  ar 
(hips  -  _  _ 

Greenwich  Hofpital 

Towards  the  difeharge  of  the  Navy  Debt 


Army— 20,752  men,  including  every  expence  1,535,705 
Levy-money,  lor  augmentation  of  Britilh  and 
Irifh  forces  for  1776 

Five  Hanoverian  battalions  of  foot  atGibralt  ir 
and  Minorca  to  Dec.  24,  1775 
D.itto  for  1776 

Charge  of  a  Regiment  of  Highlanders,  confid¬ 
ing  ol  two  battalions  * 


repairing 

£■ 

* 

2,222,Oc6 

- 

5,000 

- 

1,000,000 

223,172!. 

472*827 

£■ 

3>699j8fjD 

104,1 37 

2.6,724, 

46,839 


-47  400 
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which,  a  vote  of  credit  was  pafled  for  another  million,  to¬ 
wards  the  clofe  of  the  feffion,  which  ended  on  the  23d  of 
May,  1776. 


Theattention  of  the  nation  was  now  challenged  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  ruin  which  would  refult  from  the  profecution  of  fuch  mea- 
fures.  A  gentleman  highly  efteemed  for  his  probity,  learn¬ 
ing  and  abilities;  whofe  lucubrations  had  ever  beendiredted 
to  the  general  benefit  of  mankind,  and  whofe  reputation  as 
a  calculator  flood  very  high,  at  this  time  came  forward  and  de- 


Charge  of  augmentation  to  his  Majefty’s  forces 
to  the  end  of  1775 

Chelfea  Hofpital  --- 

32,394  Heflians  for  1776 

t 

4,300  Brunfwickers  - 

Regiment  of  Hanau  - 

Six  regiments  of  foot  from  Ireland 
Extraordinaries  for  land  fervice 


88,92* 

107,51a 

381,888 

121,475 

19,006 

1375449 

845>i65 


Miscellaneous  Services — Including 
92,421k  expences  of,  and  lofs  by  coinage 
Exchequer  bills  - 

Deficiences  on  land,  malt,  fund  in  1758,  coinage, 
(7475^)  and  grants  for  1775 


3,462,2821 

146,491 

1,250,000 

538,921 


The  Ways  and  Means,  were, 

Land  and  malt  - 

2,750,000 

The  furplus  in  the  finking  fund  to  Jan.  5, 

1776  17,86^ 

Ditto  to  April  5  - 

962,571 

Growing  prodnce  of  the  linking  fund 

1.837,428 

Surplus,  favings,  and  American  revenue 

39,362 

French  Prize  money 

17,000 

Sale  of  ceded  idands 

~  -  30,000 

New  Exchequer  bills 

-  1,500,00  0 

Annuities  and  lottery 

-  2,000,000 

£'9>°97i577 


\ 
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clared  from  the  prefs,  that  a  national  bankruptcy  muft  enfue 
from  an  American  war.  He  infilled,  that  the  only  folid 
wealth  which  could  withftand  the  flioek  of  public  calamity, 
was  the  fpecie  which  refted  in  the  kingdom,  all  repre! 
fentative  paper  wealth,  when  brought  to  fo  fevere  a  tell, 
would  vanifii  as  a  phantom.  This  popular  writer  treated 
with  great  freedom  the  credit  of  the  Bank  of  England,  pro¬ 
nounced  it  to  be  precarious,  from  the  vaft  loans  which  it 
had  advanced  to  government;  for  fliould  deficiences  in  the 
revenue  bring  government  under  any  difficulties,  all  thofe 
itcurities  would  lofe  their  value,  in  confeouence  of  which, 
the  Bank,  government,  all  private  and  public  credit,  would  ' 
fall  together*.  This  pamphlet  was  circulated  through  the 
nation  with  prodigious  induftry  :  it  was  tranflated  into 
TDutch,  and  ferved  to  intimidate  the  wary  Hollander  from 
trufting  his  property  on  the  fecurity  of  an  appropriated  re¬ 
venue,  which  migut  fail,  and  a  linking  fund  conftantly  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  yearly  expences.  Even  a  Prince  of  the  blood 


j.  .  f  »  ' 

In  afcertaining  the  ciedit  of  this  accumulating  company,  that  peren¬ 
nial  fpring  of  its  wealth,  the  loans  made  to  private  perfons  on  perfonal 
fecurity,  ought  to  be  taken  into  the  account,  being  made  without  any 
drain  of  the  company's  cafh,  fuch  fums  being  commonly  iffued  in  their 
c  ,vn  no.es.  It  is  true,  the  piofits  arifing  from  this*,  and  every  other  Ju- 
crat.’. e  bufinefs,  is  divided  among  the  proprietors;  but  in  whatever 
tianfa&ion  the  company  is  a  party,  the  increafe  of  its  paper  becomes  a 
confequence,  and  in  that  proportion  the  amount  of  its  cafh  muft  increafe* 
j.  he  umveiial  confidence  which  is  placed  in  this  grand  reiervoir  of  fpecie* 
cauf  s  perhaps  more  than  fifty  millions  in  Bank  notes  to  be  in  conftant 
circulation.  It  may  be  added,  that  the  Ioffes  which  individuals  muft 
fuffer  in  pofllflmg  fuch  a  perifhable  kind  of  wealth,  is  not  too  trivial  to 
be  dwelt  upon,  when  the  profits  accruing  to  the  company  are  fpoken  of, 

as  it  may  fairly  be  eftimated  at  a  very  capital  annual  fum,  although  mcrely 
an  incidental  advantage. 


/ 
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paid  the  author  a  very  particular  complimentf.  This  prog- 
noftic  of  a  mortal  difeafe  having  feized  the  national  credit, 
greatly  engaged  the  public  attention,  yet  no  general  panic 

or  diftruft  was  diffufed  :  both  the  principles  laid  down,  and 

% 

the  reafoning  founded  thereon,  underwent  every  mode  of 
attack  ;  the  friends  of  government  cenfured  them  as  unwar¬ 
rantable  and  feditious,  and  the  monied  intereft  exploded 
them  as  ill-founded.  After  a  fliort  ferment,  the  nation  ie- 
pofed  itfelf  in  its  former  fecurity. 


CHAP.  III. 

Superior  Advantages  enjoyed  by  the  Americans  above  any  other 
People  recorded  in  Hiftory — Opinions  concerning  their  Cha¬ 
racter  as  a  brave  People — Caufes  which  operated  againjl  their 
becoming  difciplined  Soldiers — * Expedition  againjl  Quebec — - 
Death  of  Montgomery — Evacuation  of  Bojlon  by  General 
Howe — State  of  Affairs  in  Virginia — Unfuccefful  Attack  on 
Charleflown — Declaration  of  Independence  by  the  American 
Congrefs — Form  of  Government  ejlablijhed  in  the  new  States 
— . What  ought  to  have  been  the  Plan  of  Conduct  for  Great 
Britain  in  reducing  America  to  Obedience — The  Howes  arrive 
at  Staten  If  and  with  a  Fleet  and  Army— Their  Overtures  for 
reforing  Peace  prove  ineffectual — Reduction  of  Long  If  and 
— York  If  and— and  Rhode  If  and — The  Jerfeys  fubdued ,  and 

*  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  feeing  Dr.  Price  in  an  anti-chamber  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  exprelTed  his  approbation  of  the  Treatife  which  he 
had  juft  then  publiftied,  adding,  that  he  had  fat  up  fo  late  the  night  before 
to  read  it,  that  it  had  almoft  blinded  him.  Mr.  Dunning,  who  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  near,  obferved,  he  was  forry  his  Royal  Highnefs  fheuld  be 
affe&ed  in  fuch  a  manner  by  a  work  which  had  opened  the  eyes  of  the 
greateft  part  of  the  nation. 
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tne  Campaign  terminated  —  Remarks  on  General  Howe's 
Conduit— Washington  furprifes  Trenton, .  and  retrieves  the 
Fate  of  America — Franklin  negotiates  at  the  Court  of  France 
—His  Character— Depredations  on  the  Britijh  Commerce— 

Naval  Preparations  on  the  Parts  of  France  and  Spain _ 

Meeting  of  Parliament—  Great  Debates  on  the  King’s  Speech 
*—Alts  puffed  refpeaing  America— Charges  brought  of  va¬ 
rious  Abufes  in  the  Expenditure  of  public  Money— Demands 
maae  by  the.  Landgrave  of  Hejfe — Dijcharge  of  the  Debts  on 
the  CivilLiJ),  and  Augmentation  of  the  Revenue— Tranfattions 
■  on  ^}e  C°>  omandel  Goaf,  and  the  Imprifonment  and  Death  of 
Lord  Pigot— Supplies  for  the  Tear  J777 — State  of  the  War 
in  America— Different  Views  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  and 
the  American  Secretary— Operations  in  Penn fylvania— Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  northern  Army  under  General  Burgoyne—Ti- 
conderoga  taken— Advancement  of  the  Army  towards  Albany 
Capitulation  at  Saratoga— Refignation  of  Sir  William  Howe 
—Lord  Chatham’s  Speech  on  the  meeting  of  Parliament— Sub, 
feription  for  the  American  Prifoners— Regiments  raifed  by 
private  Contribution— Lord  North’s  Conciliatory  Bills— Royal 
Meffage  on  the  French  Declaration — Attempts  to  procure  a  Free 
Trade  for  Ireland— Bill  for  the  Relief  of  Roman  Catholics— 
Enquiries  in  both  Houfes  into  the  State  of  the  Nation _ 

Death  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham — His  Charafier — Budget 
— SeJ/ion  clofed .  ^ 

THE  Britifh  dominions  in  North  America  had  hitherto 
enjoyed  fuch  pure  and  unmixed  advantages,  as  no 
ptop  e  whom  hiftory  hands  down  to  us,  had  ever  been 
bleflid  with  :  no  age  of  barbaiifm  involved  in  obfeurity  ard 
ignorance  the  early  period  of  their  exiftence.  Arts  and  ’ 
feiences  were  cultivated  ’ere  their  woods  were  cleared;  their 
minds  were  enlarged  without  their  manners  being  depraved. 
rhe  faltering  band  of  Great  Britain  nurfed  the  riling  genius 
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of  the  Colonies,  and  an  immenfe  expanfe  of  country  taught 
them  to  contemplate  on  futurity  with  exultation*.  1  heir 
towns  had  been  built  far  from  the  din  of  war  3  their  people 
had  multiplied  amidft  the  bleffings  of  peace  3  their  fituatioa 
and  employments  rendered  them  robuft  and  enterprizing 
without  becoming  fanguinary.  I  he  inroaus  of  the  In- 

t  '  1  * 

*  A  late  publication,  attributed  to  the  AbbeRaynalf,  (which  indeed 
poffeffes  all  his  animation  and  ftrongfenfe,  but  is  remarkably  inaccurate 
to  fafts,  and  fomewhat  extravagant  in  ientiment)  fuppofes  that  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  in  North  America  are  not  capable  ot  fupporting  more  than  ten 
millions  of  inhabitants,  and  that  the  exhaufted  date  of  the  foil,  will,  m 
a  fh'ort  time,  render  the  lands  now  cultivated,  of  little  value,  but  is 
there  any  thing  to  bound  their  progrefs  to  the  weftward  ?  Does  this  writer 
make  no  account  of  the  immenfe  tra£t  of  country  about  the  five  great 
lakes?  Are  the  Banks  of  the  Miflifippi  to  be  for  ever  unoccupied,  and 
only  occafionally  viiited  by  parties  of  Indians,  whole  numbers  aie  eveiy 
..year  leflening,  by  the  vices  they  have  imbibed  from  their  intercourfe  with, 
Europeans  ?  Can  any  phyfical  reafoh  be  aihgned,  why  all  the  lands  to 
the  weftward  of  the  Alligany  mountains  ftiould  not,  in  fome  diftant  pe¬ 
riod  of  time,  become  as  populous  as  Switzerland,  Anuria,  or  Germany  ? 
The  tendency  of  the  earth  to  fterility  in  that  country  is  a  falfe  affurnption. 
Nearly  the  whole  province  ©f  Cortnc&icut,  at  this  day,  confifts  of  rich 
land,  and  though  the  fnow  is  in  general  the  only  manure,  yields  fuch 
abundance,  that  the  inhabitants  fend  out  of  the  Province  as  much  corn, 
and  other  provifions,  as  are  confumed  in  it^.  That  the  land  in  many 
places  has  been  worn  out  by  excefhve  life,  and  a  total  ignorance  of  the 
arts  of  hufbandry  by  which  its  genial  qualities  are  preferved,  is  acknow¬ 
ledged.  In  the  year  1756  it  was  the  practice  of  the  farmers  about  Al¬ 
bany,  when  the  river  was  frozen,  to  depofit  their  dung  on  the  ice,  to  be 
carried  away  by  the  ftrearn  on  the  return  of  fpring.  T,  he  Englifh  of¬ 
ficers  in  the  laft  war,  firft  taught  the  Americans  the  value  of  this  com  poll 
to  enrich  the  land  5  ?jnd  there  is  no  doubt  as  the  luxuriance  of  nature 
abates,  a  more  fkilful  method  of  cultivation  will  reftore  the  powers  of 
vegetation. 

•j-  The  Revolution  of  America. 

J  General  Hiftory  of  Connefticut,  juft  pub liftied,  p.  24.3,  244. 
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dians,  thoic  Aborigines,  whofe  pofleffi'ons  they  had,  in  rnofi 
Pittances,  rather  feized  upon  than  honourably  purchafed, 
were  confined  to  their  back  fettlements,  and  ferved  to  keep 
them  attentive  without  endangering  the  general  fafety.  The 
apprehenfions  from  the  encroachments  of  the  French,  were 
diipelled  foon  after  they  had  been  feriouily  formed,  and  the 
fortunate  termination  of  that  four  years  conflift,  ferved  to 

teach  them  to  value  a  fecurity  which  thereby  became  per¬ 
manent.- 

Civil  commotions  and  intettine  wars  have  flained  with 
biood  every  kingdom  and  date,  both  in  ancient  and  modem 
times  ;  the  Americans  were  not  to  expedt  an  exemption 
from  the  common  lot  of  humanity,  and  the  time  was  now 
arrived,  when  the  horrors  and  defolations  of  war  were  to 
be  fpread  over  a  country  in  which  the  banners  of  an  enemy 
had  never  before  been  fpread. 

Very  unfavourable  ideas  were  formed  by  the  Britifh  mi— 
niftry  concerning  the  martial  difpofuion  of  the  Americans, 
and  the  fuppofition  that  they  would  make  any  firm  re¬ 
finance  againtt  the  force  which  was  preparing  to  be  fent 
againtt  them,  was  ridiculed  as  abfurd.  In  the  Houfe  of  Peers? 
the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  fpoke  with  great  contempt 
of  American  courage,  and  fupported  his  afTertions,  by  pro¬ 
ducing  the  authority  of  a  Britifh  Admiral,  vvhofe  reputation 
was  very  high,  although  he  died  in  the  prime  of  life.  This 
commander  f  had  entertained  a  bad  opinion  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  as  foldiers,  from  the  expedition  which  he  commanded 
*n  1 7 T5  again^  Cape  Breton,  the  land  forces  of  which  con- 
fitted  of  American  volunteers.  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
the  fame  language  was  ufed  by.  military  men,  who  had  ferved 
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cn  that  continent  in  the  lafb  war.  The  difpofition  and 
habits  of  the  Americans  were  certainly  little  fuited  to  the 
aufterity  of  European  difcipline.  The  difputes  which  fre¬ 
quently  broke  out  between  neighbouring  Colonies,  had  no 
tendency  to  roufe  them  to  arms,  and  they  had  no  ambitious 
and  rival  Princes,  as  in  Europe,  to  infpire  the  people  with 
a  paffion  for  military  glory,  to  fbrengthen  their  native 
courage,  and  to  give  .fplendor  to  the  profeilion  of  arms. 
Americans  had  not  yet  tilted  at  Americans,  and  it  was 
never  thought  necefTary  for  their  militia  to  be  fo  trained  as 
to  compofe  a  firm  body  of  infantry,  a£luated  by  one  general 
mechanical  principle,  and  acquiring  force  by  the  uniformity 
of  every  movement,  in  which  confifbs  the  real  fbrength  of 
every  kingdom  in  Europe;  notwithftanding  this,  the  fir  ft 
enterprize  which  they  undertook,  was  daring  and  hazardous 
in  the  extreme. 

*  0 

This  was  no  lefs  than  an  attempt  to  reduce  Canada  :  for 
which  purpofe  two  difbinct  armies  penetrated  by  different 
routs.  The  largeft  body,  which  confided  of  2000  men, 
was  commanded  by  General  Montgomery,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
who  in  the  lad  war  held  a  Captain’s  commiffion  in  General 
Monckton’s  regiment  of  foot,  which  bore  a  dift:nguifhed 
part  in  Wolfe’s  glorious  campaign  againfb  Quebec.  At  the 
conclufion  of  the  war,  Montgomery  quitted  the  army,  fet¬ 
tled  at  New-York,  married  a  lady  of  the  country,  and  be¬ 
came  an  adopted  American.  That  an  Iriihman,  who  had 
ferved  as  a  Britifh  officer,  fhould  head  an  army  of  Pro¬ 
vincials,  and  be  the  drib  to  wage  an  offenfive  war  againfb 
the  Britifh  government,  is  a  very  remarkable  fa£t.  Had  he 
fucceeded  in  his  enterprise,  he  would  certainly  have  fbruck 

fuch  a  decifive  {broke,  as  would  have  rivalled  the  fame  of 

\ 

the  mofb  renowned  commanders.  Early  in  the  month  of 
November,  177 5,  he  embarked  his  army  on  Lake  Cham- 
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plain,  and  proceeded  again#  the  fortrefs  of  St.  John's, 
lituated  on  the  river  Sore),  which  he  reduced,  and  made 
the  whole  garrifon,  confifting  of  500  regulars  and  200  Ca¬ 
nadian  volunteers,  prifoners  of  war,  with  Major  Prefton, 
who  commanded.  The  pofleflion  of  this  place  opened  to 
him  a  paffage  to  the  St.  Laurence,  which  he  immediately 
crolTed,  and  appeared  before  Montreal,  which  furrendered 
a  few  days  after. 

#  *  *  v  k  •  *  .  . 

Thefe  rapid  conquefts,  made  by  a  fmall  number  of  new- 
r  fifed  troops,  cannot  but  be  placed  in  contra#  to  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  Britifh  army  during  the  la#  war,  when  the 
Commander  in  Chief  thought  it  too  dangerous  an  enterprize 
to  attack  the  French  at  St.  John’s,  although  it  was  of  the 
higheft  importance  to  the  fervice  to  render  affiftance  to  the 
army  before  Quebec,  and  no  communication  could  be 
opened  whilft  that  barrier  was  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
The  inflexible  fpirit  of  the  General  in  Canada,  atoned 
for  the  cautious  circumfpedlicn  of  his  fuperior  officer  :  the 
former  purchafed  victory  at  the  expence  of  his  life,  the  latter 
procured  for  himfelf  the  diftinguifhed  title  of  conqueror  of 
America,  by  reducing  Montreal  a  twelvemonth  after. 

•  i  •  >  /  4  ft  '*  >  i  '  V- r  t  i 

✓  , 

Whilft  Montgomery  was  thus  fuccefsful  to  the  weftward, 
another  army,  compofed  of  1100  men,  proceeded  from 
Bofton,  through  a  wild  and  tracklefs  country  mere  to  the 
eaftward,  and  after  encountering  a  variety  of  hardihips  and 
diftrefies,  reached  the  heights  of  Levi,  oppofite  to  Quebec. 
Thefe  troops  were  commanded  by  Colonel  Benedldt  Arnold, 
by  birth  an  Englifhman,  and  bred  a  tradefman,  but  whofe 
zeal  in  the  caufe  of  America  had  led  him  to  take  up  the 
profeftion  of  arms.  The  Canadians  in  general  had  refufed 
to  fight  on  either  fide  in  the  difpute,  but  they  furnifhed 
Arnold  with  boats  to  tranfport  his  troops  acrofs  the  river; 

-  •  '  '  . . •  :  ;  ‘  '  '  The 
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T'he  brave  General  Carleton  was  Governor  of  Canada,  and 
narrowly  cfcaped  falling  into  the  hands  of  Montgomery  near 
Montreal  ;  but  having  reached  Quebec,  he  took  the  moft 
effectual  meafures  for  the  defence  of  that  important  capital. 
Montgomery  joined  Arnold  in  the  month  of  December, 
and  foon  found  himfelf  in  a  moft  perilous  fituation.  At 
the  head  of  new-raifed  men,  who  had  never  experienced 
the  hardfhips  of  a  winter  campaign,  who  were  daily  grow¬ 
ing  weaker  through  ficknefs,  and  mutinous  through  difcon- 
tent.  Pufhed  on  by  thefe  increafing  difficulties,  knowing 
the  reduced  (late  of  the  garrifon,  and  being  well  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  the  works,  the  American  Commander 
refolved  to  make  a  general  aflault.  He  underftood,  fays 
his  panegyrift,  that  maxim  of  Folard,  “  No  obftacle  fhould 
break  our  refolution,  when  there  is  but  a  moment  between 
a  bad  fituation  and  a  worfe.”  In  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to 
a  friend,  he  fays,  “  I  ftiould  be  forry  to  be  reduced  to  the 
neceffity  of  (forming  the  town,  becauie  I  know  the  melan- 
choly  confequences,  but  every  motive  points  it  out  too 
ftrongly  to  be  palled  by.  Fortune  often  baffles  the  moft 
fanguine  expectations  of  poor  mortals,  I  am  not  intoxicated 
with  the  favours  I  have  received  at  her  hands,  but  I  thinic 
there  is  a  fair  profpedt  of  fuccefs.  * 

On  the  laft  day  of  the  year  1775,  Montgomery  and 
Arnold  led  on  the  attack  upon  the  town  from  different 
quarters  ;  they  were  received  with  great  firmnefs,  which 
feems  to  have  difconcerted  the  affailants,  fo  that  their  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  being  ill-fupported  by  his  men,  was  loon 
flain.  Arnold  alfo  received  a  wound  in  his  leg,  which  ob¬ 
liged  him  to  be  carried  off.  General  Worfter,  who  then  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  command,  drew  off  his  men,  now  reduced 
below  a  thoufand  in  number,  and  on  the  arrival  of  fome 
frigates  from  Europe,  the  invaders  were  driven  out  of  Ca~ 
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nada,  and  obliged  to  abandon  every  port  which  they  held. 

renerai  Garletcn,  draining  to  wage  war  with  the  dead, 

caufed  Montgomery’s  body  to  be  buried  in  Quebec  with  aJi 

toe  md.tary  honours  due  to  a  brave  foldier,  and  even  in 

tne  -Dritilh  Houfe  of  Commons,  a  veteran  *  who  had  fought 

by  his  fide  on  that  very  ground,  upon  a  more  triumphant 

occafion,  paid  a  tribute  of  friendfhip  to  “  his  brother  of 
the  war.” 


.  Wah‘lfl  °"  tHe  Pan  °f  Great  Britain>  every  thing  remained 
in. a  irate  of  inactivity,  the  Americans  collected  five  frigates 

under  the  command  of  one  Hopkins,  failed  from  the  Dela¬ 
ware  to  the  Bahama  iflands,  and  feized  upon  the  artillery 
and  naval  Bores  which  were  there  depofited,  but  the  nowd^r 
would  have  been  ,ho  „„<l  ,l,bfc  acquit.^,  M 
been  prevtoufly  conveyed  away.  Letters  of  marque  and 
reprtfal  were  now  tlTued  by  the  Province  of  MalTachufet’s 
Bay  againft  all  Britifh  fhips,  and  courts  of  Admiralty  were 
cflabh/hed  for  their  trial  and  condemnation,  which  example 
was  foon  followed  by  the  other  Colonies. 

i  All  this  time  the  Britifh  army  in  Bofton  fuffered  an  in- 
gioricus  blockade,  reduced  to  great  extremities  by  the  fe- 
verity  of  an  American  winter,  and  the  fcarcity  of  fuel  and 
frefh  provifions  ;  it  proved,  however,  a  very  fortunate  cir, 
cumftance,  that  the  feafon  was  lefs  rigorous  than  ufual  f  5 

General 

*  Colonel  Barre. 

f  Many  have  been  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  the  cold  being  more  in- 
rente  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  Wefiern  hemifphere,  than  in  European 
countries  under  the  fame  degree  of  latitude  j  but  when  it  is  conhdered, 
t.;«t  whilft  the  Hercinian  foreft  over/hadowed  a  great  part  of  Germany 
and  Poland,  Europe  was  much  colder  than  it  is  at  prefent  j  the  caufe  of 
the  Aiperior  coldnefs  of  America,  will  be  found  to  be  the  vaft  quantity  of 
00 d  which  oveifpieads  the  country,  and  which  both  collets  vapours, 

and' 
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General  Gage  religned  the  command  to  General  Howe, 
and  the  Americans  being  furnifhed  with  cannon  and  mor¬ 
tars  from  the  tranfports  which  they  had  taken,  eredted 
works  on  Dorchefler  neck,  which  commanded  the  town 
of  Bofton  to  the  fouthward,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
Bunker’s. hill  to  the  north.  All  attempts  to  diflodge 
the  enemy  fiom  thefe  heights  proved  ineffectual,  <md  thg 
town  was  at  length  evacuated  on  the  1 7th  of  Adarch,  1776. 
It  had  never  been  the  defign  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  to 
open  the  next  campaign  from  Bofton  ;  and  in  the  beginning 
of  the  winter  an  order  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  America,  to  abandon  the  town,  and  to  remove  the 
army  to  New  York.  The  late  arrival  of  this  order,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  want  of  tranfports,  prevented  this  evacuation 
taking  place  fooner  r  6000  rank  and  file,  and  qoo  fick,  em¬ 
barked,  and  proceeded  to  Halifax;  but  confiderable  quan¬ 
tities  of  linen  and  woollen  merchandizes  were  left  in  the- 
town,  which  received  no  injury  from  the  troops ;  whilft,  on 
the  other  hand,  Wafhington,  with  his  army  continued  a 
calm  fpeftator  of  the  tranfadiion,  and  made  no  attempt  to 
moleft  the  troops,  although  they  were  much  expofed  to  his 
attacks  whilft  embarking. 

A  number  of  Americans,  amounting  to  about  15CO,  ac« 
companied  General  Howe  to  Halifax  ;  but  Congrefs  iffued 
an  order,  that  the  effe&s  of  all  fuch  fliould  be  confifcated 

and 
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and  excludes  from  the  earth  the  rays  of  the  fun.  Whenever  the  morafle* 
thall  be  drained,  the  woods  cleared,  and  the  foil  cultivated,  the  air  will 
become  more  temperate. 

Canada,  at  this  day,  fays  Mr.  Gibbon,  is  an  exad  pi6lure  of  ancient 
Germany.  Although  fituated  in  the  fame  parallel  with  the  findt  Pro¬ 
vinces  of  France  and  England,  that  country  experiences  themoft  rigorous 
cold..  The  great  river  St.  Laurence  is  regularly  frozen,  in  a  feafon  when 
the  waters  of  the  Seine  and  the  Thames  are  ufually  free  from  ice.— » 
Pccl'ine  of  the  Roman  Empire)  Vol,  I.  p.  262* 
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find  fold,  the  produce  of  which  fhould  be  applied  to  the 
public  fervice.  Thofe  who  ftaid  behind  that  were  attached 
to  the  royal  caufe,  and  had  taken  an  adtive  part  againft 
their  countrymen  in  atm?,  were  brought  to  trial,  as°ene- 
mies  to  their  country,  and  fuch  as  weie  found  guilty  fuf- 
fered  a  like  confiscation. 

A  transport  veiTel  having  Lieutenant  Colonel  Caml^eJ, 
and  about  500  Highland  troops  on  board,  foon  after  failed 
into  Bofton,  not  apprized  of  its  heing  in  poffeilion  of  the 
Americans.  Several  other  veffels  fell  into  the  fame 
fnare. 

In  Virginia,  Lord  Dunmore  having  publifhed  a  procla¬ 
mation,  declaring  all  negro  Haves  in  the  Colony  to  be  free, 
the  meafure  Ipread  fuch  a  general  abhorrence,  that  the 
Governor  was  obliged  to  retire  on  board  the  fhips  of  war 
which  lay  in  James  river,  and  after  burning  the  towns  of 
Norfolk  and  Portfmouth,  retreated  to  Florida. 

A  fcjuadrpn,  commanded  by  Sir  Peter  Parker,  had  failed 
from  Portfmouth  the  latter  end  of  the  year  *,  for  the  re¬ 
duction  of  Charleftown  in  South  Carolina.  At  Halifax 
he  took  on  board  a  body  of  troops  under  the  command  of 
General  Clinton.  This  force  arrived  off  Cape  Fear  the 
beginning  of  May,  and  a  month  afterwards  the  fhips 
anchored  before  Charleffown*bar»  A  ffrong  force  was 

*  The  Earl  of  Cornwallis  was  fecond  in  command  on  this  expedi¬ 
tion.  That  noblem  n,  when  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  aft  took  place, 
propofed  in  a  committee  of  the  Hcufe  of  Lords,  fuch  an  amendment  to 
the  preamble  ofth$  aft,  as  went  to  renounce  the  light  of  Great  Britain 
to  impofe  taxes  on  America,  notwithftanding  which,  his  dread  c£  the 
imputation  of  backwardnefs  in  his  military  profeffion,  led  him  to  fa- 
crifice  his  political  opinions,  and  draw  his  fword  in  a  caufe  which  he 
Jiad  declared  to  be  un  juft. 
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-olle&ed  to  defend  this  important  poft,  and  Congref*  en- 
trufted  the  command  to  General  Lee,  an  Engliffi  officer, 
who  had  fought  with  honour  in  Portugal,  where  he  com¬ 
manded  a  regiment,  and  atfed  under  Brigadier  General 
Burgoyne.  His  enthufiafm  in  the  American  caufe  led  him 
to  throw  up  his  cornmiffion,  abandon  his  native  country, 
and  enter  into  the  fervice  of  the  revolted  ftates. 


*  f  <• 

Much  time  was  loft  in  getting  the  {hips  over  the  bar,  fo. 
that  it  was  not  till  the  28th  of  June,  1776,  that  the  attack 
was  made  upon  the  fort,  when  a  defperate  afiion  enfued, 
which  was  fuppcrted  for  ten  hours,  in  which  the  {hips  were 
very  roughly  handled,  and  a  dreadful  {laughter  was  made 
of  the  men.  Never  did  Britifh  valour  {hine  more  confpi- 
cuoufly.  The  troops  were  landed  with  a  defign  to  attack 
the  American  lines  on  the  land  fide  ;  but  being  obliged  to 
pafs  a  ft  ream  which  was  generally  fordable,  but  then  had 
rifen  fo  high  as  to  be  impaffable,  but  by  means  of  boats, 
which  conveyance  not  being  at  hand,  the  troops  did  not 
'  advance,  whereby  they  efcaped  an  ambufcade  and  rnalked 
batteries,  which  were  formed  to  cut  them  off. 


Hitherto  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  had  been  paffed  with 
a  boafted  unanimity  ;  but  a  ftep  was  now  taken  which 
greatly  divided  the  Americans  in  opinion,  and  ferved  to 
introduce  difcord  and  diffention  among  them.  This  was 
the  declaration  of  independence  made  by  the  Congrefs  on 
the  4th  of  July,  1776.  State  neceffity,  which  has  been  fo 
often  pleaded  in  defence  of  meafures  repugnant  to  the 
eftablifhed  forms  of  government,  and  to  the  general  fenfe 
of  a  people,  was  urged  on  this  occafion.  Great  Britain, 
fay  they,  has  hired  foreign  mercenaries  to  reduce  us  to  a 
ftate  of  unconditional  fubmiffion ;  we  are  therefore  com¬ 
pelled  to  renounce  our  allegiance  to  her  as  a  preparatory 
ftep  to  our  obtaining  fuccour  from  foreign  powers;  for 
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whiift  we  remain  fubordinate  Colonies,  it  would  be'a  foli- 
cifm  m  politics  for  any  European  Hate  to  league  with  us 
Wc  do  not  break  the  amneffion,  it  is  already  broken  and 
d.ftolved  }  ana  thus  abandoned,  all  laws,  human  and  di- 
V.ne,  not  only  permit,  but  demand  of  us,  to  provide 
every  internal  and  external  means  for  our  own  prefer- 
vatiom  *  * 


XYc  are  told  by  an  American  refugee  *,  that  when  the 
queilion  concerning  the  independence  of  America  was  put 
in  Congrefs,  the  Colonies  were  equally  divided,  fix  amunft 
fix.  1  he  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  being  alfo  divided”  that 
Colony  gave  no  vote  f,  which  occaftoned  the  aflernbly  to 
be  adjourned  until  the  next  day,  when  one  of  the  dele 
gates  J,  who  had  the  day  before  oppofed  the  meafure,  re¬ 
traded  h;s  opinion,  and  gave  the  calling  vote  for  independ¬ 
ence. 


The  Congrefs  then  iffiied  a  declaration,  in  which  they 
afiigned  reafoas  for  their  withdrawing  their  allegiance  from 
the  King  of  Great-Britain.  In  this  paper  they  difeard 
that  conftitutional  language,  in  which  complaints  are  ever 
expreffed  by  Britifli  fubjeds,  and  dired  all  their  charges  in 
unqualified  terms  againft  the  throne  itfelf.  They  no  longer 
complained  of  a  Britilh  parliament,  or  a  Britilh  miniftry, 
hut  oi  a  Britilh  King.  The  declaration  of  independence 
was  fbon  followed  by  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual 
union  between  the  Hates  of  America,  by  which  the  general 
Congrefs  obtained  the  power  of  regulating  all  matters  rela- 
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+  Colony  of  Pennfylvania  feni  {even  delegates  to  the  Con- 
gieis,  out  toe  numoer  deputed  tiuift  have  been  afterwards  altered  to 
oecafton  this  equality „ 
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tive  to  politics  and  war,  but  had  no  controul  over  the 
Provincial  afTemblies  in  their  regulations  of  the  internal 
government  of  the  feveral  Provinces.  Hereby  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  engaged  to  yield  an  implicit  obedience  to  the  mandates 
of  fifty  or  fixty  men,  from  whofe  decrees  there  lay  no  ap¬ 
peal  3  but  in  fome  rneafure  to  check:  this  authority,  every 
{fate  had  the  power  of  recalling  at  any  time  its  delegates, 
or  any  one  of  them,  and  of  fending  others  in  their  room  ; 
and  a  general  ele&ion  was  to  be  made  annually  in  the  month 
of  November. 


A  council  of  {fate  was  alfo  formed  from  the  members 
which  compofed  the  Congrefs ;  to  confift  of  one  for  each 
of  the  {tates,  who  was  to  be  annually  nominated  by  the  other 
delegates  of  his  refpe&ive  {fate.  This  body  was  inveffed 
with  various  powers,  for  carrying  into  effect  fuch  meafures, 
as  fhould  be  from  time  to  time  refolved  upon  in  Congrefs  ; 
it  was  defigned  to  be  the  executive  part  of  government, 
when  that  afiembly  was  not  fitting,  and  was  entruffed  with 
the  expenditure  of  the  monies  voted  by  the  general  afiembly 
of  the  {fates  for  the  public  fervice. 

The  relu£fance  which  the  Americans  in  general  (hewed 
to  the  acf  of  fevering  themfelves  for  ever  from  their  mother 
country,  feems  to  point  out,  that  the  fending  of  foreiga 
troops  to  that  continent  to  recover  the  people  to  obedience, 
was  the  fcle  caufe  which  produced  this  difmembernient  of 
the  empire.  Had  the  whole  force  of  Great-Britain  been 
exerted  on  its  proper  element,  had  every  nerve  been  {framed 
to  equip  and  man  a  formidable  fleet,  and  had  the  operations 
of  the  war  in  its  commencement  been  purely  maritime; 
had  the  ports  of  that  continent  been  blocked  up,  and  all 
interccurfe  with  foreign  (fates  effe&ually  cutoff,  we  fhould 
not  have  heard  of  American  independence,  and  the  defigns 
of  France  to  reduce  the  confluence  of  this  country,  by 
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aiding  the  revolted  Colonies,  would  have  been  bafHed  almoft 
as  foon  as  formed.  An  effectual  force  at  fea,  in  the  full 
vigour  of  operation,  was  the  only  terror  which  could  inti- 
micate  that  refllefs  rival.  The  amphibious  Americans, 
inclofed  within  the  confines  of  their  lands,  might  have  be¬ 
come  tradable.  Abounding  in  wants,  which  they  were 
unable  from  within  themfelves  to  fupply,  they  would  have 
iuffered  humiliating  inconveniences,  but  would  have  been 
exempted  from  thofe  miferies  which  an  hoftile  army  is  dif- 
pofed  to  inflid,  and  which  inevitably  drives  a  people  to 
defperation.  But  the  notion  that  the  Americans  were  to 
be  dragooned  into  unconditional  fubmifiion  was  yet  preva¬ 
lent,  although  difproved  by  repeated  experiments.  Hence 
a  ruinous  land  war  was  to  be  maintained  in  another  hemi- 
fphere,  where  the  face  of  the  country  every  where  rendered 
victories  ineffedual.  It  muft  be  owned,  that  it  required 
3n  uncommon  fhare  of  fagacity  in  a  monarch,  to  decide  ' 
for  himfelf,  how  he  ought  to  ad  in  fo  embarraffing  a  fixa¬ 
tion,  and  as  great  a  fhare  of  firmnefs  as  wifdom,  to  carry 
the  proper  plan  into  execution.  In  the  Britifh  cabinet^ 
every  meafure  is  viewed  with  approbation  or  diftafle*  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  friends  which  it  will  ferve. 
No  minifler  would  have  fuggefted  a  merely  naval  blockade, 
or  perhaps  have  cheerfully  concurred  in  elfeded  it.  Such  a 
plan  of  condud  would  have  tended  too  much  to  caufe  the 
public  good  to  preponderate  over  private  gain.  A  preda¬ 
tory  war  was  calculated  to  enrich  thoufands;  a  war  of  polls 
was  utterly  unfavourable  to  the  acquiring  of  private  for¬ 
tunes  ;  befides  which,  it  did  not  poflefs  that  eclat  which 
gratifies  a  high  fpirited  nation  ;  but  it  was  the  only  condud 
by  which  its  ititerefts  could  be  effedually  ferVed, 

Admiral  Lord  Howe  was  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  fleet,  which  was  deftined  to  co-operate  with  the  army 
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againft  the  Colonies.  A  great  number  of  the  young  nobi¬ 
lity  and  gentry  feiz.ed  this  opportunity  of  initiating  them- 
l'elves  in  the  art  military,  by  fervingas  officers  or  volunteers. 
In  the  mean  time  the  army  under  Gen.  Howe  fuffered  great 
inconveniencies  and  hardfhips  at  Halifax  ;  and  the  fummer 
beino-  advanced,  the  General  determined  to  proceed  to  New 
York,  and  there  wait  the  arrival  of  his  brother  with  the 
troops  from  Europe.  He  appeared  off  Sandy  Hook  the  day 
before  the  declaration  of  independence  was  paffed  in  Con- 
orefs,  and  landed  on  Staten  Ifland  without  oppofition.  Lord 
Howe  arrived  on  the  14th  of  July,  177^5  when  the  com¬ 
bined  army  confided  ol  20,121  rank  and  file,  of  which 
1,677  were 

The  General  and  Admiral  having  been  appointed  com- 
ipiflioners  f  for  refroring  peace  to  the  Colonies  under  the  late 
of  parliament,  and  for  granting  pardons,  before  they 
entered  upon  action  fent  fags  on  fhore,  accompanied  with 
letters  to  the  late  governors  of  the  Colonies,  acquainting 
them  with  the  civil  and  military  powers  with  which  they 
were  furniflied,  and  defiring  that  a  declaration,  which  was 
at  the  fame  time  fent,  might  be  publifhed  as  generally  as 
poffible  :  but  thefe  endeavours  to  bring  about  a  reconcilia¬ 
tion  had  no  effect.  A  letter  was  alfo  fent  by  the  fame  con¬ 
veyance  to  Mr.  Wafhington  ;  but  as  the  fuperfeription  did 
not  addrefs  him  by  the  title  and  in  the  form  due  to  the  rank 
which  he  held  under  the  Congrefs,  he  refufed  to  receive 
it.  A  letter  from  Lord  Howe  to  Dr.  Franklin  was 
received  and  anfweied.  The  hoffile  force  which  was  now 

*  Mr.  Galloway  afferts,  that  General  Howe’<s  force  was  40,874.  Let¬ 
ters  to  a  Nobleman,  -page  33.  The  General  dared  not  mifreprefent  fucli 
a  fa£t  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  writer  ought  not  to  Have  done  it 
to  the  public.  The  difference  of  tome  thoufands,  however,  is  made,  by 
calculating  the  force,  in  one  inftance  before,  and  in  the  other,  after.  Ge¬ 
neral  Clinton  arrived. 

f  The  falary  paid  to  each  Commifhoner  vva«  iool.  *  wsek, 
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arrived  on  the  coaft,  had  no  erfe<ft  in  lowering  the  &y]e9 
or  abating  the  claims  of  the  Americans.  The  offers  of 
pardon  upon  fubmiffion,  Franklin,  in  his  letter,  reje&ed 
with  fcorn ;  and  the  acknowledgment  of  American  inde¬ 
pendence  was  made  the  only  bafis  of  reconciliation.  “  Yet 
I  know  too  well,”  faid  he,  «  the  abounding  pride 
and  deficient  wifdom  of  your  nation,  to  believe  fhe  will 
ever  take  the  ffeps  neceffary  to  recover  our  regard.  Her 
fondnefs  for  conqueft  as  a  warlike  nation,  her  luff  of  domi¬ 
nion  as  an  ambitious  one,  and  her  third:  for  a  gainful  mo¬ 
nopoly  as  a  commercial  one,  (none  of  them  legitimate 
cautes  of  war)  will  all  join  to  hide  from  her  eyes,  every 
view  of  her  true  intereff,  and  will  continually  goad  her  on 
in  thefe  ruinous  diffant  expeditions,  fo  deftrucSlive  both  of 
lives  and  treafure,  that  they  muff  prove  as  pernicious  to  her 
in  the  end,  as  the  Croifades  formerly  were  to  moff  of  the  na¬ 
tions  in  Europe.  I  have  not  the  vanity,  my  Lord,  to  think  of  , 
intimidating  by  thus  predidfing  -the  events  of  the  war,  for  I 
know  it  will  in  England  have  the  fate  of  all  my  former  pre¬ 
dictions,  not  to  be  believed  till  the  event  (hall  verify  it. ,4 

He  concluded  with  faying,  “  Long  did  I  endeavour,  with 

unfeigned  and  unwearied  zeal,  to  preferve  from  breaking 

that  fine  and  noble  china  vafe,  the  Britifh  empire;  for  I 

know,  that  being  once  broken,  the  feparate  parts  could  not 

retain  even  their  fhares  of  the  ffrength  and  value  that  exifted 

in  the  whole ;  and  that  a  perfect  re-union  of  thefe  parts 

could  fcarce  ever  be  hoped  for.” — If  this  was  arrogance,  it 

was  the  defedf  of  a  great  mind,  which  fhewed  itfelf  more 

difpofed  to  fpeak  ffrongly  the  nearer  dangers  approached. 

%  % 

The  unfavourable  reception  given  to  the  two  brothers,  as 
commiflioners,  made  it  now  neceflary  for  them  to  adf  as 
commanders.  Clinton  and  Cornwallis  from  South  Carolina 

had 


(  249  ) 

had  joined  the  main  army  with  3000  men.  York  Ifland 
was  too  well  fortified  to  invite  the  fuff  attack.  Lon?  Ifland, 
although  defended  by  10*000  Americans,  under  Putnam, 
being  of  much  greater  extent,  was  more  available.  The 
army  made  good  their  landing  on  the  fouth-weft  fhore,  on 
the  22d  of  Augufl,  1776,  and  a  decifive  adlion  was  fought 
five  days  after  at  Bedford,  when  the  Americans,  unable  to 
withftand  the  valour  and  difcipline  of  their  affailants  foon 
fled  ;  nor  did  the  conduct  of  their  General  appear  to  more 
advantage  than  the  bravery  of  his  troops,  for  the  whole  army 
Would  have  been  cut  off,  had  not  their  retreat  to  York 
Ifland  been  fecured  by  works  conftrudted  on  the  heights  of 
Brooklyn,  oppoflte  to  New  York,  and  their  embarkation  co¬ 
vered  by  a  number  of  floating  batteries.  One  thoufand  men 
were  made  prifoners,  with  the  Generals  Sullivan,  Sterling, 
Adell,  and  ten  other  field  officers ;  two  thoufand  were 
killed  or  wounded;  whilft  the  combined  army  did  not  lofe 
more  than  three  hundred  and  fifty  men.  The  city  of  New 
York,  and  the  whole  ifland  on  which  i;  is  fltuated,  after¬ 
wards  furrendered.  King’s  Bridge,  the  lad  place  of 
drength  which  held  out,  was  taken  by  afiault;  and  the 
garrifon,  confiding  of  three  thoufand  men,  was  made 
prifoners  of  war  N  Wafhington,  with  the  main  army* 
narrowly  efcaped  deftrudlion  on  the  White  Plains.  The 
Province  of  New  Jerfey  becoming  then  the  feat  of  war, 
the  royal  army  drove  their  enemies  before  them  to  the  banks 
of  the  Delaware,  notwithflanding  General  Lee  reinforced 
the  flying  army  with  a  body  of  four  thoufand  men.  The 
Lari  of  Cornwallis,  who  commanded  the  troops  mofl  for¬ 
ward  in  the  purfuit,  was  unable  to  attack  the  rebels 
through  the  fatigue  which  his  own  men  had  endured,  and 
becaufethe  whole  of  his  corps  had  not  joined  him.  This 
fiver  was  therefore  croffed  without  any  moleftation,  and  the 
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views  of  the  American  General  were  now  dire$ed  to  the 
protection  of  his  magazines  in  Pennfylvania,  againft  which 
he  expected  that  General  Howe's  force  would  have  been 
turned  :  but  no  boats  could  be  procured  to  tranfport  the 
troops ;  and  the  month  of  December  being  far  advanced, 
the  army  was  cantoned  over  the  Jerfeys,  and  the  profecu- 
tion  of  the  war  to  the  fouthward  was  referved  for  the  en- 
fuing  campaign.  Four  months  had  been  palled  in  very 
active  fervice  ;  the  fuccefs  had  been  brilliant,  and  the  mod 
flattering  profpect  pretented  itfelf  of  terminating  the  war  in 
the  courfe  of  the  next  year  ;  at  lead  of  fubduing  every 
thing  to  the  fouthward,  but  the  unconquerable  will  of  the 
revolters.  In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  fuch  a  hero  as  Fre¬ 
derick:  III.  would  have  created  the  means  of  tranfporting 
his  victorious  troops  to  the  oppofite  fliore,  and  would  not 
have  thought  of  repofe  until  he  had  cut  the  finews  of  the 
war,  by  becoming  mailer  of  the  magazines  which  were 
there  depofited  ;  but  fuch  ardour  rs  peculiar  to  commanders 
whofe  intered  itronglv  incites  them  to  give  the  mod  fpeedy 
termination  to  a  war.  It  is  a  precipitancy  which  actuated 
neither  a  Ferdinand  nor  an  Howe.  No  reflections  were 
at  that  time  cad  upon  the  General  for  not  pufhing  his  con- 
queds  farther,  and  his  Sovereign  fet  his  feal  of  approbation 
by  .creating  him  a  Knight  of  the  Bath  *.  The  gallant 

*  A  writer  of  great  name,  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  makes  the 
following  remark  :  “  A  man  who  fliall  go  out  of  the  common  road  of- 
life  in  purfuit  of  glory,  and  ferve  the  public  at  the  expence  of  his  eaie, 
his  fortune,  or  his  plealure,  would  be  flared  or  laughed  at  in  every 
fafhionable  circle,  as  a  filly  fellow,  who  preferred  /hews  to  realities,  and 
needlefs  toil  to  pleafurable  enjoyment.  The  laurel  wreath,  once  afpirecl 
after  as  the  higheft  objefl:  of  ambition,  would  now  be  rated  at  the 
market  price  of  its  materials,  and  derided  as  a  three-penny  crown,  and 

its  modern  fubftitutes  the  ribbon,  or  the  coronet,  be  eagerly  fought  after, 
it  is  not  that  they  are  regarded  as  the  diltin&ions  of  public  virtue,  but 
as  the  enfigns  of  vanity  and  place. ”  Brawn's  E/lnnate ,  Fal,  /.  Sefl  6. 
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Carleton,  who  had  purfued  the  Americans  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Arnold  acrofs  Lake  Champlain,  and  taken  or 
deftroyed  all  their  veffels  near  Crownpoint,  received  the 
fame  honorary  diftin£lion.  General  Clinton  at  the  head  of 
fix  thoufand  men,  with  a  fquadron  commanded  by  Sir  I  eter 
Parker,  took  pofleflion  of  Rhode  Ifland,  which,  as  it  af¬ 
forded  a  fecure  haibour,  was  a  very  valuable  acquifition  ; 
for  which  fervice  he  was  likewife  invefted  with  a  ied  rib¬ 
bon.  It  might,  however,  he  afked,  why  this  fquadion  and 
detachment  of  troops  did  not  rather  fleer  to  the  fouthward, 
and  by  failing  up  the  Delaware,  facilitate  the  paflage  of  the 
main  army  into  Pennfylvania,  and  fecure  the  pofleflion  of 
Philadelphia?  The  Congrefs,  thinking  that  capital  infecure, 
had  removed  toYork-Town. 

Before  the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  the  Commander  in 
Chief  had  written  to  the  American  minifler  the  outlines  of 
his  plan  of  operation  for  the  next  campaign,  with  the  force 
xequifite,  in  order,  ifpofiible,  to  finifh  the  war  in  one  year. 
He  propofed,  that  ten  thoufand  men  fhould  a£t  on  the  fide 
of  Rhode  Ifland,  and  penetrate  eaftward  into  the  country 
towards  Boflon,  leaving  two  thoufand  for  the  defence  of 
Rhode  Ifland  ;  ten  thoufand  in  the  Province  of  New  York, 
to  move  up  the  North  River  to  Albany  ;  five  thoufand  for 
the  defence  of  York  Ifland  and  its  dependencies,  eight  thou¬ 
fand  to  cover  Jerfey,  and  to  keep  General  Walhington’s 
army  in  check,  by  giving  a  jealoufy  to  Philadelphia,  which, 
as  well  as  Virginia,  he  propofed  to  attack  in  autumn. 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia  he  propofed  as  objedls  for  win¬ 
ter.  But  to  carry  this  plan  into  execution,  he  informed 
his  lordfhip,  that  ten  (hips  of  the  line,  and  a  reinforcement 
of  fifteen  thoufand  rank  and  file  would  be  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  befides  an  additional  battalion  of  artillery.  Such  a  re- 
quifition  at  a  time,  when,  in  England,  America  was  confi- 
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d c red  as  &lmod  conquered,  was  looked  upon  as  extravagant, 
but  future  experience  judified  the  calculation,  and  a  mod 
unexpected  event  gave  a  new  turn  to  the  war. 

The  inhabitants  of  New  Jerfey  fufFered  feverely  from  the 
unbridled  licentioufnefs  of  the  troops,  particularly  of  the 
German  auxiliaries  :  an  attachment  to  the  royal  caufe,  was 
no  prote&ion  againft  thefe  depredations.  In  confequence 
of  this  cruel  oppreffion,  the  minds  of  the  natives  were 
alienated,  difeipline  among  the  troops  was  fatally  relaxed, 
and  a  dangerous  fecurity  prevailed.  Wafhington  availed 
himfelf  of  this  pofture  of  affairs,  and  collecting  goco  men, 
his  army  having  almoft  deferted  him,  on  Chriflmas-day, 
crofled  the  Delaware  upon  the  ice,  and  furprized  Trenton, 
the  mod  wedward  pod,  which  was  occupied  by  about 
1200  Heffians*,  commanded  by  Colonel  Rhall,  to  whom 
General  Howe  had  fent  orders  to  build  redoubts  for  the  better 
fecurity  cf  fo  important  a  dation.  Thefe  orders  had  been 
neglected,  and  the  Commander  was  apprized  of  the  approach 
of  the  enemy  when  opprefied  with  intoxication.  In  this 
date  of  imbecility  he  attempted  to  rally  his  troops  and 
march  them  out  to  the  attack,  but  in  the  drft  onfet  the 
American  riflemen  directed  their  fhot  fo  perl'onally,  that 
mod  of  the  officers  fell,  and  among  them  Colonel  Rhall, 
who,  for  his  unfoldierly  negligence  paid  the  forfeit  of  his 
life.  The  troops,  deprived  of  their  officers,  threw  down 
their  arms,  and  furrendered  prifoners  of  war. 

*  The  reafon  which'  General  Howe  afiRns  for  entruftin-gj  fuch  an  im- 
portant  pcit  to  foreigners,  is,  that  the  left  was  the  poll  of  the  Heflians  in 
the  line,  and  had  he  changed  it  upon  this  occafic  n,  it  mult  have  been 
confidered  as  a  difgrace,  fmee  the  fame  fituation  held  in  the  cantonments 
as  in  the  camp,.  Two  of  thefe  battalions  had  ferved  in  Germany  during 
the  laft  war  with  great  credit,,  and  had  given  recent  proofs  of  their 
braver  y. 

This- 
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Th  is  ftroke  revived  the  drooping  fpirits  of  the  Americans  : 
another  army  was  foon  collected,  and  all  Weft  Jerfey,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  confiderahle  part  of  the  eaftcrn  diftridi:,  was 
recovered  as  rapidly  as  it  had  been  loft;.  It  feerns,  however^ 
-ft  range,  that  all  the  fortreffes  in  the  country  Ihould  be  fo 
haftily  abandoned,  when  fo  large  an  army  was  at  hand  to 
aftift  in  keeping  the  pofleiHon  of  them.  The  Commander 
in  Chief  has  been  roundly  charged,  with  throwing  afide  the 
cares  annexed  to  his  important  truft,  and  giving  himfelf  up 
to  the  blandishments  of  beauty  and  the  fafcination  of  deep 
play. 

Not  fo  were  the  iniereft  of  the  New  States  attended  to; 
Dr.  ‘Frank!  in  had  pafied  over  into  France,  for  the  purpofe 
or  forming  an  alliance  with  that  kingdom,  whofe  fecret 
iupport  and  ailiftance  had  at  all  times  been  rendered.  This 
man  (who  formerly  for  many  years  carried  on  the  bufinefs 
of  a  printer  at  Philadelphia)  may  be  confidered  as  the  firft 
fruits  of  American  genius  :  and  perhaps  no  man  ever  owed 
more  to  the  time  and  place  of  his  birth  :  had  he  been  a  native 
of  London  inftead  of  Bofton,  and  horn  into  the  fame  rank  of 
fociety.f ,  the  world  would  probably  never  have  heard  his 
name  either  as  a  philofopher  or  politician.  Pent  within 
a  populous  city,  his  occupation  would  have  been  more  labo¬ 
rious,  and  his  incentives  to  cultivate  ipeculative  faience, 
would  have  been  fupprefted  by  every  confederation  of  in- 
tereft  or  ambition.  Fie  might  have  diftinguifhed  himfelf  as 
an  ingenious  artifF,  but  he  would  neither  have  formed  an 
hypothecs  to  account  for  the  phenomenon  of  the  Aurora 
Borealis ,  nor  have  traced  out  the  principles  and  operations 
of  the  electrical  .fluid  j  and  what  is  much  more  important, 
he  would  never  have  become  a  powerful  engine  to  (hake  a 

f  Kis  father*  was  a  tallow-chandler. 
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reat  empire,  and  to  eredl  a  congeries  of  republics  from  its 
ifmembered  parts  ;  nor  would  he  have  had  the  appropriated 
diftinCtion  of  being  the  principal  agent  to  introduce  a  new 
sera  in  the  hiilory  of  mankind,  which  may  prove  as  im¬ 
portant  as  any  which  have  yet  elapfed,  by  procuring  a  le- 


giflative  power  to  the  weftern  hemifphere.  In  this  view  he 
may  be  confidered  as  a  greater  enemy  to  England  than  even 
Philip  II.  or  Louis  XIV. 

His  love  of  fcience  marked  his  early  years  and,  as  if 
no  event  of  his  life  was  deflined  to  be  unimportant,  even 
an  intrigue  which  caufed  him  to  quit  Bofton  and  fettle  in 
Philadelphia,  brought  him  into  a  wider  fphere  of  a&ion, 
and  placed  him  in  a  more  refpeClable  fituation  :  he  had, 
however,  pafled  the >  meridian  of  life,  before  he  rendered 
himfelf  confpicuous  as  a  politician.  As  his  influence  be¬ 
came  extenflve,  it  was  exerted  to  inculcate  among  the 
people  the  virtues  of  frugality,  temperance,  and  induftry  ; 
and  all  his  labours  were  directed  to  advance  the  effential  in- 
terefts  of  humanity.  He  poflefled  the  plainnefs  of  manners, 
and  precifion  of  thought,  which  characterized  John  de 
Witt,  but  he  ever  efcaped  falling  under  any  popular 
odium,  either  by  being  mafter  of  fuperior  addrefs,  Grading 
under  more  fortuitous  contingencies  than  that  devoted  pa^ 
triot. 

Trammelled  in  no  fyftem,  he  may  be  faid  to  be  a  philo* 
fopher  without  the  rules,  a  politician  without  adopting  the 
Roman  pande&s,  and  a  ftatefman  without  having  facrificed 
to  the  graces  :  po  He  fling  a  diverfity  of  genius  without  a  ver- 
fatility  of  temper. 

*  There  are  fome  letters  now  extant  which  he  wrote  to  Sir  Hans 
SI  cane,  in  the  year  1726,  when  he  was  only  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
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Such  was  the  man,  thoughtful,  deliberate,  colled,  and 
circumfpeaive  ;  who,  when  more  than  feventy  years  of  age, 
appeared  at  the  court  of  France,  fir  ft,  as  an  Agent,  and 
afterwards  as  a  Plenipotentiary,  from  the  New  American 
States.  All  ranks  vied  with  each  other  in  paying  their 
court  to  this  hoary-headed  fage.  Among  the  fubje&s  of  an 
abfolute  monarch,  it  became  fafhionable  to  admire  the 
fpirit  of  freedom,  and  the  new  member  of  the  corps  diplo¬ 
matique  was  complimented  in  an  hyperbole  of  panegyric*. 
Public  admiration  is,  however,  no  proof  of  merit;  the 
frivolous  frequently  obtain  it  when  it  is  denied  to  the  wife. 
His  negotiations  with  the  court  of  F  ranee  required  uncom¬ 
mon  abilities,  and  that  he  has  fucceeded  in  the  arduous 
work,  proves,  that  during  his  long  hie,  he  had  piadlically 
ftudied  the  philofophy  of  man, 

Whilft:  the  war  was  waging  in  the  Jerfeys,  Congrefs  fet 
on  foot  a  loan  of  five  millions  for  dollars,  at  four  per  cent,  on 
the  faith  of  the  United  States :  the  Americans,  at  the  fame 
time,  opened  their  ports  to  all  foreign  merchantfhips,  and 
found  their  wants  in  fome  degree  relieved  by  the  fupplies 
brought  to  this  new  market.  Then  it  became  evident,  how 
deftru&ive  a  ftep  it  had  been  to  delude  the  nation  by  a  re¬ 
duction  of  the  number  of  feamen.  The  American  cruizers 
fwarmed  in  the  European  leas,  and  our  homeward  bound 
Weft-India  (hips  fell  a  prey  to  thefe  vigilant  enemies;  by 
which  the  planters  in  the  iflands,  and  the  merchants  at 
home,  were  alike  involved  in  ruin.  The  lofles  in  mer¬ 
chandize  and  Clipping  taken  by  the  Americans,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  year  1776,  was  computed  to  exceed  a  million  fieri ing. 
In  the  ports  of  Spain  and  Fiance,  the  American  privateers 
found  fafety  and  aftlftance,  and  their  prizes  were  there 

*  The  motto  affixed  to  his  bull  at  Paris,  is,  ^  Eripuit  c^lo  fitlmeti , 
feeptrurnyue  tyrannis . 
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openly  fold,  until  our  AmbafTadors  at  thofe  courts  remon- 
ftrated  againfi;  fuch  a  condudf,  after  which  thefe  captures  ' 
were  difpofed  of  in  a  more  fecret  and  guarded  manner.  In 
tne  French  WeA-India  iflands,  the  Americans  were  pub¬ 
licly  countenanced,  and  even  French  (hips  received  Ame¬ 
rican  commiflions,  and  with  tew,  and  fometimes  with  no 
American  feamen  on  board,  made  prey  of  the  Britifh  com- 
merce,  .nfomuen  that  infurance  on  our  homeward-bound 
Ib’ps  was  advanced  to  23  per  cent. 


In  the  midft  of  thefe  commercial  diftrefies,  the  man u- 
futures  cf  England  felt  no  dangerous  ftagnation  ;  for  thofe 
nations  which  now  fupplied  the  American  markets,  not 
being  able  from  themfelves  to  fu/nifh  the  goods  required, 
were  obliged  to  feek  a  fupply  from  hence;  and  further,  in 
ioroe  degree,  to  compenlate  for  the  lofs  of  our  merchant 
fhips,  the  King’s  frigates  captured  a  great  number  of 
American  vetTels,  both  privateers  and  traders,  which  they 
carried  into  the  ports  of  our  Weft-India  iflands,  and  thereby 
relieved  the  prefling  wants  of  the  inhabitants. 


Our  commerce  being  thus  rendered  infecure,  the  Thames 

prefen -ed  the  unufual  and  melancholy  fight  of  great  numbers 

of  foreign  (hips,  particularly  French,  taking  in  cargoes  of 
Engiifh  commodities  for  various  parts  of  Europe,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  our  own  merchants,  who  were  thus  reduced  to  feek 
that  protection  under  the  cojours  of  other  nations,  whicjfi 
the  Britifh  flag  ufed  to  afford  to  all  the  world. 


The  arfenals  of  France  were  filled  with  naval  ftores,  and 
in  every  port  of  the  kingdom  as  vigorous  exertions  were 
made  to  fit  out  a  formidable  navy,  as  if  a  war  was  a&ually 
waging,  whilft  the  finances  of  that  kingdom  were  entrufled 
to  Mr,  Necker,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  and  profefling  the 
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proteftant  religion,  but  whofe  abilities  were  fo  confpicuous 
as  to  raife  him  to  this  diftinguifhed  Ration,  notwithstanding 
every  obftacle  arifing  from  birth  and  prejudice.  The  war¬ 
like  preparations  in  the  kingdom  of  Spain,  were  alfo  car¬ 
ried  on  with  a  degree  of  fpirit  unufual  in  that  country. 
Thefe  hoPdle  portents  at  length  called  forth  the  attention  of 
miniftrv,  and  early  in  Odlober,  fixfeen  additional  (hips  of 
the  line  were  put  into  commiilxon,  a  bounty  of  five  pounds 
was  offered  for  every  able-bodied Teaman,  and  prefs  warrants 
were  iffued  for  the  more  effectual  manning  of  the  fleet  :  an 
embargo  was  laid  on  the  exportation  of  provifions  from 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  and  a  general  fafl  appointed. 


The  Parliament  affembled  on  the  31ft  of  October,  1776^ 
Early  in  the  fummer  ten  new  peers  had  been  created,  who 
had  been  called  up  a  few  days  before  the  clofe  of  the  laft 
fefiion  5  three  Barons  had  been  advanced  to  Earldoms,  and 
one  to  the  dignity  of  a  Vifcount.  In  Ireland,  the  peerage 
was  augmented  by  the  creation  of  eighteen  new  Barons, 
befides  feveral  promotions  in  point  of  rank.  Since  the  year 
1766,  no  commoner  had  been  advanced  to  an  Englifh  peer¬ 
age  ;  but  fo  great  an  addition  at  one  time  had  never  before 
been  made  but  in  the  year  1711,  when  twelve  new  peers 
were  created  on  the  fame  day  by  Queen  Anne,  Such  an 
exercife  of  the  royal  prerogative  at  that  time,  excited  great 
clamour  in  the  nation,  as  the  defign  was  evidently  to  obtain 
a  majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  which  could  not  be  fe« 
cured  without  fuch  an  acceflton  of  numbers  ;  but  in  the 
prefent  inftance  no  fuch  neceffity  prompted  to  the  beftowal 
of  dignities,  as  decifive  majorities  had  carried  every  mini- 
{lerial  meafure,  thefe  diftindtions  therefore  rather  excited 
furprize  than  alarm,  for  the  nation  was  no  longer  appre- 
henflve  of  danger  from  the  exercife  of  prerogative* 
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In  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  the  declaration  of  inde¬ 
pendence  made  by  the  Colonies  was  faid  to  be  caufed  by  the 
daring  and  defperate  fpjrit  of  the  leaders  there,  whofe  objedt 
had  ever  been  dominion  and  power,  and  whereby  the  un- 
happy  people  had  been  deluded  and  oppreffed ;  that  if  their 
treafon  was  fuffered  to  take  root,  much  mifchief  muft  grow 
from  it,  to  the  fafety  of  the  loyal  Colonies,  to  the  com¬ 
merce  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  to  the  fyftem  of  Europe.  His 
Majefty,  however,  confidered  it  as  one  great  advan¬ 
tage  derived  from  the  objedt  of  the  rebels  being  openly 
avowed,  that  it  would  produce  unanimity  at  home,  founded 
on  the  general  convitfion  of  the  juftice  and  neceility  of  our 
nieafures.  He  fpoke  of  the  recovery  of  Canada,  and  of  the 
fucceffes  at  New-York,  as  giving  the  firongeft  hopes  of  the 
moft  decifive  good  confequences,  but  notwithftanding  fo 
fair  a  profpedt,  it  was  necelTary,  at  all  events,  to  prepare 
for  another  campaign.  Affurances  of  amity  were  faid  to 
continue  to  be  received  from  the  different  powers  of  Europe, 
but  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  it  was  expedient  that 
the  kingdom  fhould  be  in  a  refpedtable  ftate  of  defence. 
The  fpeech  concluded  with  faying,  that  no  people  ever  en¬ 
joyed  more  happinefs,  or  lived  under  a  milder  government, 
than  thofe  revolted  Provinces :  the  improvements  in  every 
art  of  which  they  boafted,  declared  it.  Their  numbers, 
their  wealth,  their  ftrength  by  fea  and  land,  which  they 
think  fufficient  to  enable  them  to  make  head  againft  the 
whole  power  of  the  mother  country,  are  irrefragable  proofs 
of  it.  His  Majefty  declared,  that  his  defire  was  to  reftore 
to  them  the  bleflings  of  law  and  liberty,  equally  enjoyed  by 
every  Britifb  fubjedt,  which  they  have  fatally  and  defperately 

exchanged  for  all  the  calamities  of  war  and  the  arbitrary  ty¬ 
ranny  of  their  chiefs, 
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The  addrefs  of  thanks  for  the  fpecch,  which  was  moved 
for  in  each  Houfe,  was  much  objeaed  to,  and  an  amendment 
propofed  :  every  part  of  the  fpeech  underwent  free  an.mad- 
verfion.  It  was  laid,  that  the  American  leaders  who  go¬ 
verned  the  people  with  fo  defpotic  a  rule,  were  plain  men, 
invefted  with  no  means  of  enforcing  obedience,  their  eftates 
were  not  larger  than  thofe  of  feveral  private  gentlemen  in 
every  county  in  England,  and  it  was  alked  .1  it  could 
fuppofed  that  a  people  whoaredefcribed  as  violent  republicans, 
fhould  all  at  once  have  changed  their  nature,  and  refrgned  all 
their  faculties  of  thinking,  and  powers  of  ading,  to  a  few  ob- 
fcure  defpots  ?  That  unanimity  at  home  fhould  be  produce 
by  this  ad  of  defperation  in  the  American  States,  was 
treated  as  a  vifionary  expeftation.  It  was  alked,  wha, 
reafon  is  there  now  to  expea  unanimity  in  fuch  meafures  as 
have  been  uniformly  produaive  of  all  the  mifch.efs  which 
have  been  forefeen  end  prediaed  ?  No  prophecies  were  ever 
more  accurately  fulfilled  ;  and  at  the  time  when  the  Empire 
is  difmembered,  and  America  is  loft  for  ever;  when  foreign 
War  is  impending,  the  minifter  flatters  himfelf  that  unani¬ 
mity  will  prevail  in  profecuting  the  fame  ruinous  fyftem. 

It  was  infilled,  that  no  alternative  now  remained  but  re- 
calhng  die  troops  from  America,  repealing  the  reftriaive 
laws  laid  on  the  Colonies,  and  complying  with  all  that 
America  had  alked,  or  to  acknowledge  her  independence, 
conclude  a  commercial  and  federal  treaty  of  union  with 
her,  and  endeavour  to  regain  all  that  we  can  of  thofe  glo¬ 
rious  advantages  which  in  the  high  career  of  our  pride,  in- 
juftice  and  madnefs,  we  had  fcattered  abroad.  A  war  with 
France  and  Spain  was  foretold  to  be  at  no  great  diftance,  if 
we  fhould  perfift  in  coercive  meafures  towards  America. 
Grievous  and  painful  as  the  lofs  of  America  woulo  be,  it 
was  not  however  the  upfhot  of  calamity.  The  queft.on  of 

the  Americans  being  our  friends,  or  being  in  confirmed  en¬ 
mity, 
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nmy,  and  in  compaS  with  oar  natural  enemies,  went  per- 
haps  to  that  or  our  exiftence  as  a  ftate. 

*  'l  hS  „miniftferiaI  members’  on  the  other  hand,  defended 
e‘,ch  Pa“Jge  of  the  fpeech,  as  founded  in  truth,  and  breath 
tng  fenuments  of  tender  affection  worthy  the  royal  bread. 
The  amendment  was  objected  to  as  ill-timed  ;  the  mifcon 
duflof  minifters,  if  fuch  could  be  proved,  was  a  fit  fubieti 
for  parliamentary  enquiry  in  the  courfe  of  the  feffion  bur 
ought  not  to  be  entered  upon  when  the  bufinefs  before  the 
Houfe  was  merely  l0  exprefs  the  affe&ion  and  loyalty  of 
Par,  lament  to  their  Sovereign.  Shall  we,  faid  they,  ^ow  re- 
fign  a!!  the  benefits  which  we  have  derived  from  our  Colo¬ 
nies,  and  thus  furrender  up  all  our  fources  of  power  and 
opulence,  tamely  fufFering  ourfelves  to  be  degraded  from 
that  rank  which  we  now  hold  in  the  political  fyftem  of  man¬ 
kind,  or  fhail  we  not  rather  compel  our  rebellious  Colonies 
to  yield  us  that  obedience  to  which  we  are  entitled  ?  It  was 
faid,  that  the  rapid  iuccefies  of  the  King’s  troops  in  America, 
gave  the  moft  flattering  encouragement  to  hope  for  a  fpeedy 
and  happy  termination  of  the  conteft,  and  that  the'next 
campaign  would  undoubtedly  be  conclufive.  In  the  Houle  • 
of  Lords,  one  of  the  new  created  peers  *  treated  the  appre- 
henfion  of  foreign  interference  as  a  vain  fear  ;  it  being  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  intereft  of  any  European  Hate,  to  fee°the 
Continent  of  Britilh  America  ere#  itfelf  into  an  indepen¬ 
dent  Late  ;  Inch  a  revolution,  he  faid,  would  endanger  all 
their  po.ffeffions  in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  in  the  fouthern 
Continent.  1  he  addrefs  was  carried  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  by  232  to  83:  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  by  91  to  26. 

2  i  toe  latter  Houle,  tne  propelled  amendment  was  entered 
as  a  proteft,  and  figned  by  fourteen  peersf. 

*  Lord  Cardiffe,  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Bute. 

+  Richmond,  Devon/hire,  Portland,  Maachefler,  Rockingham, 
Scarborough,  King,  Craven,  Fitzwilliani,  Abingdon,  De  Fcirars’  Ef¬ 
fingham,  Abergavenny,  and  Ponfonbv. 
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The  ftrong  fupport  which  government  received,  having 
now  deprived  oppofition  of  every  profpedt  of  being  able  to 
efFc-a  a  change  of  meafures,  many  members  in  both  Houfes 
who  had  combated  the  American  war  in  every  ftage  of  its 
advancement,  now  regularly  withdrew  themfelves,  when¬ 
ever  any  queftion  which  had  that  ror  its  object,  was  under 
the  difeufiion  of  Parliament ;  this  condud  was  firft  adopted, 
when  the  refolutions  were  moved  for  the  number  of  feamen 
and  land-forces  to  ferve  in  the  enfuing  year,  and  an  inftance 
of  a  fimilar  feceffion,  in  which  Mr.  Pitt  was  included,  was 
•riven  in  the  year  1738,  after  the  ratification  of  the  con¬ 
vention  with  Spain.  It  was  then  caufed  by  the  pacific  dif- 
pofition  of  the  minifter  towards  Spain,  to  which  his  op- 
pofers  charged  him  with  facrificing  the  honour  and  interefts 
of  the  nation;  the  oppofition  now,  charged  the  minifter  with 
having  made  the  fame  facrifice  to  a  different  propenfuy, 
“  There  is  no  fuch  thing,”  Paid  the  feceders,  in  apology 
for  their  conduct,  “  as  faving  a  people  againft  their  will. 
The  repeated  and  continual  warnings  which  have  been 
given  of  the  dangers  refulting  from  thofe  ruinous  meafures 
which  were  purfuing,  and  of  the  fatal  precipice  which  muff 
terminate  that  mad  career  in  which  they  were  blindly  and 
defperately  driven,  .having  had  no  effedt,  to  what  purpofe 
is  it  any  longer  to  withstand  a  force  fo  overbearing  and 
refiftlefs,  upon  which  the  weapons  of  reafon  and  argument 
can  make  no  imprefiion  ?”  This  condudf,  however,  was 
not  adhered  to  throughout  the  feffi  rn. 

The  only  bills  that  werepafled  during  this  feffion  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  refpecting  America,  were,  theadf,  enabling  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  to  grant  commiffions  or  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  to 
private  merchantfhips,  authorizing  them  to  take  and  make 
prize  of  all  veffels,  with  their  effedls,  belonging  to  any  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  thirteen  revolted  Colonies ;  and  an  adt, 
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to  enable  his  Majefty  to  fecure  and  detain  perfons  charged 
with,  or  fufpe#ed  of,  the  crime  of  high  treafon  committed 
in  America,  or  on  the  high  Teas,  or  the  crime  of  piracy. 
The  firfl  of  thefe  bills  occafioned  very  little  debate.  Lord 
Marchmont,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  moved,  that «  letters  of 
permifTion”  fhould  be  fubftituted  in  the  place  of  “  letters  of 
marque,”  the  latter  as  he’conceived  being  only  applicable  to 
reprifals  on  a  foreign  enemy,  which  amendment  was 
adopted.  The  other  bill  underwent  a  more  minute  and 
rigid  difcuflion,  as  it  went  to  a  partial  fufpenfion  of  the 
habeas  corpus  a£f,  by  giving  to  the  crown  a  power  of  com¬ 
mitting  to  anv  fpecial  place  of  confinement  within  any  part 
of  the  Britifh  dominions,  fuch  perfons  as  came  within  the 
defcriptiO;^  of  the  ad,  Several  alterations  were  introduced 
into  the  bill  whilft  it  was  depending  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  and  the  power  of  committing  was  reftrifled- by  the 

expreflion,  “  within  the  realm,”  which  in  the  original 
draught  had  f+ood,  “  in  any  part  of  his  Majefty’s  domi¬ 
nions and  the  operation  of  the  bill  was  limited  to  crimes 
committed  out  of  the  realm.  This  a#  was  to  continue  in 
force  until  the  31ft  of  December,  1777,  but  the  time  of  its 
duration  has  been  ever  fince  annually  extended. 

As  the  accounts  of  expences  incurred  during  the  preceding 
year  came  to  be  laid  before  the  committee  of  fupply,  many 
objections  were  raifed  to  the  enormity  of  the  debts  which 
had  been  incurred  the  extraordinary  unprovided  fervices  of 
the  war  were  ftated  by  the  minifter  to  amount  to  upwards  of 
two  millions  :  a  fum  which  exceeded  the  demand  upon  the 
head  of  extraordinaries  in  any  year  of  the  laft  war,  when 
very  great  fleets  and  armies  were  maintained  in  ever  quarter 
of  the  globe.  I  he  rate  at  which  tranfports  were  engaged 
by  government,  and  the  contra#  for  fupplying  the  army 
in  America  with  rum,  were  deferibed  as  wanton  waftes  of 
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the  public  treafure.  Some  fevere  ftriaures  were  patted,  not 
only  on  the  manner  of  making  contrails,  but  on  the  mif- 
chief  refulting  from  fuch  contracts  being  entered  into  with 
members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  whereby  the  public 
money  was  not  only  fquandered,  but  the  pcrfons  who  re- 
ceived  it  were  bought  to  betray  the  interefts  of  their  con- 

ftituents. 

In  addition  to  the  money  which  had  been  voted  the  former 
fefiicn  to  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle  Caflel,  in  conleq  lence  of 
the  treaty  entered  into  with  him  for  the  hire  of  a  certain 
number  of  his  troops,  the  fum  of  44,000 /.  now  appeared. 
The  minifler  being  called  upon  to  explain  this  trail- 
fa&ion,  ftated  it  to  be  levy-money,  which,  after  the  ratifi¬ 
cation  of  the  treaty,  had  been  demanded  by  the  Landgrave, 
he  having  difcoveied  that  the  treaty  of  5 5 5  winch  Waj 

confidered  as  the  bafis  of  the  prefsnt,  warranted  fucL  a 
claim.  Nor  was  this  extraordinary  requifition  the  only  one 
made  by  this  Prince,  in  confequence  of  the  humiliating  date 
of  dependence  into  which  Great  Britain  was  brought,  by 
obtaining  the  afiiflance  of  his  troops  :  the  minifler  fome 
time  after,  moved  for  the  payment  of  above  40,000/.  to  the 
Landgrave,  for  the  expences  of  foreign  hofpitals  in  the  laft 
war.  Soon  after  the  peace  of  1763,  Commifiioners  had 
been  appointed  to  adjuft,  liquidate,  and  fettle  tne  claims 
made  by  German  Princes.  In  profecuting  this  bufmefs, 
the  moil  grofs  and  flagrant  impoiitions  had  been  dete&ed, 
and  fixty  or  feventy  per  cent,  had  frequently  been  ilruck  off 
from  the  original  demand.  The  claim  now  revived  had 
then  been  made,  but  was  rejected  totally,  as  well  as  many 
others,  they  appearing  to  be  altogether  ill-founded.  Thole 
who  were  no  friends  to  the  miniftry,  reprefented  this  de¬ 
mand  as  a  foreign  tribute,  exa&ed  from  us  in  the  hour  of 
our  diftrefs.  The  nation,  faid  they,  is  to  fubmit  to  every 
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fliamcful  impofition  which  can  be  pradfcifed  upon  it  by  the 
petty  dates  of  Germany,  left  they  (hould  withdraw  their 
mercenaries  from  the  fupport  of  our  fatal  minifterial  civil 
war,  before  they  have  put  the  laft  hand  to  the  ruin  or  ex¬ 
termination  of  the  Britifh  nation  on  both  (ides  the  Atlantic 
Even  many  of  the  firm  friends  to  adminiftration  (hewed  a 
full  determination  to  rejea  this  claim,  although  the  mini- 
fter  urged  the  juftice  and  propriety  of  it  with  a  laboured 
fpecioufnefs  and  folicitous  vehemence.  However,  the  pay¬ 
ment  was  at  length  voted  in  a  thin  Houfe  by  a  fmall  ma- 
jority 

\  4  % 

The  court  had  now  been  for  fome  years  embarraffed  1 
with  a  heavy  and  encreafing  load  of  debt  on  the  civil 
lift  ;  which  the  pofture  of  public  affairs  had  caufed  to  be 
held  back  from  Parliament,  until  the  poverty  of  the  crown 

§  ceful  as  to  be  no  longer  fupportable. 
account  of  the  (atal  reverie  of  fortune  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  oy  the  de.eat  at  1  renton,  and  its  conlequences,-  had 
reached  England,  fo  that  the  prolpeft  of  a  fpeedy  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  war,  vvith  which  minifters  had  amufed  themfelves 
and  the  nation,  was  clouded,  if  not  entirely  loft,  and 
the  fupplies  neceffary  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year  were 
enormoufly  great.  In  this  predicament,  when  every  thing 
tended  to  four  the  temper  of  Parliament,  Lord  North  was 
compelled  to  enter  on  the  unwelcome  bufinefs  of  announ¬ 
cing  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  exhaufted  ftate  of  the 
iOyai  coffers ;  lor  which  purpofc  he  delivered  ameifagefrom 
hisMajeftyf,  acquainting  the  Houfe  with  the  difficulties 
which  he  laboured  under,  from  debts  incurred  -by  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  houfehoid  and  the  civil  government, amounting 
an  the  5th  of  the  preceding  January  to  upwards  of  6oo,oool. 

1  -  4 
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and  cxprefting  his  reliance  on  the  loyalty  and  affection  of  his 
faithful  Commons,  for  making  fome  farther  provifion  for 
the  better  fupport  of  his  houfnold,  and  of  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown.  Half  a  million  had  been  granted  by 
Parliament  in  1769,  to  difeharge  the  debts  then  incurred  01 
the  civil  lift;  the  minifter  however,  left  none  of  his 
ufual  friends  upon  this  trying  occafion.  He  grounded  the 
propriety  of  the  augmentation  of  the  civil  lift,  upon  the  plea 
that  the  revenue  which  had  been  appropriated  to  the  fupply 
of  that  eftabliftiment,  had  exceeded  the  yearly  fum  of 
809,000/.  with  which  it  was  charged,  by  upwards  of 
100,00c/.  each  year,  which  was  the  additional  income 
afked.  xThe  great  increafe  in  the  value  of  all  the  ne- 
ceftaries  of  life,  and  every  article  of  expence,  during 
the  laft  fifty  years,  was\infifted  on,  and  it  was  obferved, 
that  although  this  advancement  was  felt  by  the  no¬ 
bility  and  gentry,  yet  they  were  compenfated  for  it  by  a 
confiderable  increafe  in  the  rents  of  their  eftates ;  was  then 
the  Sovereign  to  be  the  only  gentleman  in  his  dominions 
who  was  no:  to  feel  the  benefit  arifing  from  this  increafe  of 
property  ?  On  the  contrary,  was  he  to  be  impoverilhed 
in  an  inverfe  proportion  to  the  general  happinefs  and  in- 
creafed  wealth  of  his  people  ?  The  numerous  Royal  iflue 
was  likewise  adverted  to,  as  a  confiderable  addition  to  the 
expences  of  the  crown. 


The  oppofitimj  were  divided  in  opinion  on  this  occafion. 
Some  among  them  were  willing  to  difeharge  the  prefent 
debt,  but  did  not  choofe  to  make  any  augmentation  in 
future  to  the  revenue;  whilft  others  ftrenuoufly  infilled, 
that  the  whole  bufmefs  fhould  undergo  a  full  parliamentary 
difcuffion  before  any  money  fhould  be  voted  to  difeharge  the 
debt.  They  inftanced  the  long  reign  of  George  the  Second* 
throughout  which,  no  application  was  made  to  Parliament 
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for  the  difeharge  of  any  debts.  In  the  year  1746,  indeed 
the  fu in  of  450,000/.  was  applied  for  by  the  King  in  his 
Speech  at  opening  the  feffion,  becaufe  the  funds  appropriated 
for  the  fupport  of  his  civil  government,  had,  for  fome  years* 
fallen  fhort  of  the  revenue  intended,  but  no  complaint  was 
made  of  the  infufficiencv  of  the  fu m  at  which  the  civil  lift 

j 

revenue  was  fettled.  It  was  In  lifted,  that  the  revenues  of 
the  crown  were  not  only  fully  fufficieot  for  all  rational  pur- 
pofes  of  dignity  and  magnificence,  but  that  they  already  far 
exceeded  thofe  boundaries  which  were  confiftent  with  the 
nature  of  a  limited  monarchy,  and  with  the  fafety  of  a  con- 
ftitution  founded  on  freedom.  It  appeared  by  the  papers 
laid  before  Parliament,  that  half  a  million  had  been  ex¬ 
pended  under  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Works,  without  fpe- 
cifying  to  whom,  or  for  what  purpofe  it  was  iflued.  The 
two  Secretaries  of  the  Treafury  had  received,  for  fecret  fer- 
vice  money,  285,000/.  and  it  was  obferved,  that  the  Trea¬ 
fury  was  not  the  proper  channel  through  which  money  ex¬ 
pended  for  filch  purpofes  ought  to  pafs,  for  money  without 
flint  cr  public  account,  (hould  be  entrufted  to  the  Secretaries 
of  State,  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  foreign  intelligence? 
but  the  officers  of  the  Trealury  have  no  intercourfe  with 
foreign  dates,  and  can  therefore  be  only  agents  for  mifap- 
plying  fuch  large  fums  to  the  purpofes  of  bribery  and  cor¬ 
ruption. 


The  Houfe,  at  length,  voted  618,340/.  to  enable  his 
Majefty  to  difeharge  the  debts  incurred  by  his  civil  go* 
vernment,  and  that  the  fum  of  ioo,ooc/.  a  year,  over  and 
above  the  fum  of  800,000/.  be  granted,  as  a  farther  pro- 
vifion,  for  the  better  fupport  of  his  Majefty ’s  houfliold,  and 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown.  This  refolutipn  was 

carried  in  the  Ho&fsef  Commons,  by  231  to  109,  and  in 
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the  Floufe  of  Lords,  by  96  to  20.  A  protefl:  figned  by 
fourteen  Peers,  was  entered  on  the  Journals*. 

The  attention  of  the  nation  had  now,  for  fome  time,  Deen 

folely  dire£ied  to  the  weftern  world,  but  fome  proceedings  on 

* 

the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  drew  the  public  regard  towards  the 
eaff.  The  prcfidency  of  Madrafs  had  formed  a  very  clofc 
league  with  Mahommed  Aly  Gavvn,  INabob  of  Arcot,  a 
Tartarian  Prince,  who  pofleffed  an  inland  territory,  equally 
diftant  from  the  two  European  fettlements  of  Madrafs  and 
Pondicherry.  From  a  clofe  attention  to  his  army,  this 
Afiatic  had  become  formidable,  and  his  connexion  with  the 
civil  and  military  powers  at  the  Englifh  fettlement,  pro¬ 
cured  him  the  affiftance  of  Britifh  officers  to  difcipline  and 
command  his  troops.  Whatever  were  his  views  in  keeping 
on  foot  fo  large  an  army,  he  was  obliged  to  exhauft  his  trea- 
fury,  to  preferve  the  friendfhip  of  his  allies  ;  for  European 
rapacity,  when  exercifed  on  Afiatic  Princes,  is  infatiable. 
It  became  therefore  necefTary,  that  new  fouurces  of  wealth 
fhould  be  opened  to  fupply  his  continual  vvafte  :  he  there¬ 
fore  propofed  to  the  Prefidency  to  undertake  an  expedition 
againft  the  Rajah,  or  King  of  Tanjour,  a  Mahrattah  Prince, 
who  refided  feveral  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  Pondicherry, 
the  fituation  of  whofe  country  towards  the  extremity  of  the 
peninfuln,  had  hitherto  fecured  it  againft  the  Mahometan 
conquerors  of  Hindoftan.  This  country  had  been  long  in 
alliance  with  the  Englifh,  inconfequence  of  which  his  father 
had  been  attacked  by  the  French  General  Lally  during  the  lafl 
war,  but  that  incurfion  was  bravely  repelled.  Pertoupa  Sing, 

father  of  the  prefent  Rajah,  was  the  fir  ft  Indian  Prince  with 

^  % 

#  Richmond,  Devonfhire,  Portland,  Manchefter,  Rockingham, 
Thanet,  King,  Archer,  Fitzwilliam,  Abingdon*  Torrington,  Effing¬ 
ham,  Abergavenny,  and  Stamford. 
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whom  the  Englifh  concluded  a  treaty,  which  Tuligec,  the 
prefent  King,  ratified  on  his  fucceffton. 

The  pretext  on  which  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  waged  war 
againft  this  Prince,  was  founded  on  an  unfatisfied  claim  of 
a  large  fum  of  money,  which  the  Rajah  pleaded  his  inability 
to  pay.  The  government  of  Madrafs,  however,  fupportcd 
the  Nabob  in  his  quarrel,  and  even  put  the  forces  of  the 
Company  under  the  command  of  the  Nabob’s  fon,  to  make 
war  on  Tanjour.  Such  a  force  was  irrefiftible ;  the  Rajah 
was  completely  defpoiled,  and  his  fubjedls  plundered.  Every 
thing  which  the  eaft  holds  facred  was  violated  ;  the  apart¬ 
ments  of  the  women  were  forced,  their  perfons  ftripped  of 
•he  ornaments  they  wore.  EfFedls  to  the  2mount  of  ten 
millions  of  pagodas  were  carried  off,  and  the  revenues  of  the 
country,  during  the  two  years  and  half  that  the  Nabob 
ufurped  them,  amounted  to  fifty  lacks  of  pagodas  more. 
The  booty  collected  in  this  marauding  expedition,  ferved  to 
palliate  the  enormity  of  the  outrage,  and  to  render  the  per¬ 
petrators  infenfible  to  the  difgrace  and  dirhonour  which  they 
had  brought  on  the  Englifh  name  and  charadfer* 

When  the  news  of  this  tranfadtion  reached  the  Court  of 
Directors,  the  ftrongefl  refentment  was  {hewn,  and  mea- 
fures  were  concerted  to  make  all  pofiible  reftitution  to  the 
injured  Rajah.  For  this  purpofe.  Lord  Pigot  was  fent  out 
as  Governor  of  Madrafs,  a  nobleman  highly  refpedied  in 
that  fettlement,  for  his  able  and  effectual  defence  of  it  fe~ 
venteen  years  before,  againft  the  attacks  of  the  French, 
Fie  arrived  at  his  government  the  latter  end  of  the  year 
1775  ;  but  the  oppofttion  which  he  met  with  from  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  Council,  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
forces,  was  fuch,  as  entirely  fruftrated  all  the  purpofes 
Which  he  was  appointed  to  effedh  Not  difeouraged  by  thefe 
/  *  difficulties* 
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difficulties,  but  prompted  by  an  impetuous  and  violent 
temper,  by  an  undue  exertion  of  his  authority,  he  put  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  and  two  of  the  Council,  under  arreff. 
The  Nabob  was  ever  at  hand  to  foment  the  diflention, 
and  by  his  intrigues,  the  Governor  himfelf  was  foon  after 
feized  by  the  officer  next  in  command,  and  kept  in  clofe 
confinement.  Representations  of  thefe  events  were  imme¬ 
diately  tranfmitted  to  Europe,  and  the  Nabob,  who  had 
been  the  principal  caufe  of  thefe  commotions,  fent  a  gen¬ 
tleman  to  England  as  his  agent,  through  whofe  inter- 
pofition,  both  the  Company  and  the  Miniftry  might  be 
enabled  to  decide  between  the  contending  parties* 

When  the  bufinefs  came  firff  to  be  difeufied,  a  large  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  proprietors  voted  for  the  re-infiating  Lord 
Pigot,  and  punilhing  thofe  who  had  been  fo  daring  as  to 
difpoflefs  him.  The  Court  of  Directors  were  more  divided 
in  opinion  ;  at  length  the  weight  of  government  was  thrown 
in,  and  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Adadrafs  wrere  ordered 
home,  in  order  that  their  condudt  might  undergo  a  legal 
ferutiny. 

From  this  determination  of  the  Eaft-India  Company, 
Governor  Johnftone  made  an  appeal  to  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons*,  by  moving  five  refolutions,  which  tended  to  juftify 
the  condu£t  of  Lord  Pigot,  to  condemn  that  of  his  oppo¬ 
nents,  and  to  annul  the  refolution  for  his  recal  :  but  in  this 
attempt  he  was  unfuccefsful,  by  a  negative  being  put  to 
each.  Lord  Pigot  did  not  long  furvive  the  lofs  of  his 
liberty,  and  thofe  of  the  Company’s  fervants,  who  had  been 
the  principal  a&ors  in  this  bufinefs,  were  afterwards  fued 
in  the  King’s  name,  by  the  Attorney  General,  in  the  court 
of  KingVBench,  and  fentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  10QQ /.  each. 
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On  the  30th  of  May,  1777,  the  Earl  of  Chatham  moved* 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  to  addrefs  his  Majefty,  that  the 
mod  fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures  might  be  taken  for  put¬ 
ting  a  flop  to  hoflili tics  in  America,  and  for  the  removal  of 
accumulated  grievances.  He  particularly  infilled  upon  the 
neceftity  of  immediately  adopting  the  propofed  meafurc, 
from  the  imminent  danger  to  which,  in  our  prefent  fituation, 
we  were  expofed,  from  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  a  treaty  be¬ 
tween  France  and  America,  he  faid,  was  then  depending, 
\vhereby  we  fhould  not  only  lofe  the  vafl  and  increafing 
commerce  of 'our  Colonies,  but  that  commerce  and  thofe 
advantages  would  be  acquired  by  our  natural  enemies.  He 
infilled,  as  he  had  done  upon  all  former  occafions,  that  it 
was  impracticable  to  conquer  America,  and  declared  in  that 
ftrong  and  emphatic  language,  by  which  that  great  mart 
was  peculiarly  diflinguifhed,  that  we  were  waging  war  with 
America,  expofed  to  a  mafked  battery  of  Prance,  which 
would,  ?ere  long,  open  upon  us,  and  fweep  us  away. 

This  motion  brought  the  arguments  for  and  againfl  the 
American  war,  again  under  difcufTion.  The  Earl  of  Manf- 
field  objected  to  Parliament  interpofing  refpe&ing  peace  or. 
war,  to  determine  upon  which,  he  confidercd  as  the  peculiar 
right  of  the  executive  part  of  the  conflitution.  He  knew, 
he  faid,  but  of  two  inftances  in  which  Parliament  had  inter- 
pofed  in  fuch  a  manner  :  the  one  was  by  a  refolution  en¬ 
tered  on  their  Journals  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  never 
to  make  peace  with  France  and  Spain,  whilft  a  branch  of 
the  Bourbon  family  fnould  fit  on  the  throne  of  the  latter 
kingdom  :  the  other,  in  the  reign  of  George  the  Second, 
that  no  peace  fhould  be  made  with  Spain,  uniefs  the  court 
of  Madrid  renounced  the  right  which  it  claimed  of  fearching 
Britifh  fhips  in  the  Weft-Indies,  neither  of  which  refo- 
lutions  had  been  adhered  to*  This  nobleman  had  ever 
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flrongly  enforced  coercive  meafures  againft  America,  and 
in  a  former  debate  had  obferved,  that  we  had  gone  too  far 
to  recede,  that  we  had  paffed  the  Rubicon,  and  we  muft 
either  conquer  or  perifh*.  The  Earl  of  Sandwich  obferved, 
that  the  Americans  had  no  better  opinion  of  thole  in  op- 
pofition  than  of  thofe  in  power,  and  that  no  change  which 
could  take  place  either  in  men  or  meafures,  would  work  a 
change  either  in  the  temper  or  condudf  of  the  Colonies. 
The  motion  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  99  to  28. 

The  fupplies  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1777,  amounted 
to  12,895,543ft.  for  the  raifingof  which,  the  land-tax  was 

continued 

*  This  allufion  to  the  conduft  of  Julius  Csefar  was  extremely  mtd-a* 
propos.  That  General  caufed  his  army  to  pafs  the  Rubicon,  in  violation 
of  the  eftabl  idled  laws  of  his  country,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  en (laving 
Rome  :  it  might,  therefore,  have  been  afleed,  for  what  purpofe  have  wf 
metaphorically,  paffed  the  Rubicon  ? 

f  N  A  V  Y. 

^5,000  feamen,  ordinary,  building  and  im¬ 
pairing  (nips  -  *  3,106,305 

Towards  the  difeharge  of  the  Navy  debt  -  1,000,000 

Greenwich  Rofpital  -  -  “  000 


4,210,305 
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20,7 52  effe£live  men  in  Great  Britain,  Jeifey 


and  Guernfey,  including  every  contin¬ 

gency  of  the  eftablifhment 
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Out-penfionets  in  Chelfea  Ilofpital 
Extraordinaries  for  Land  fervice,  from  Ja¬ 

105,279 

nuary  31,  1776,  to  February  1,  *777 

Five  Hanoverian  battalions  at  Gibraltar  and 

1,200,602 

Minorca  - 

German  troops  ferving  in  America,  including 
the  fubfidies  to  their  Princes,  of  which 

56,074 

397,6411*  was  to  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle 
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continued  at  four  (hillings  in  the  pound  :  the  ufual  duties 
were  continued  upon  malt,  &zc.  the  finking  fund  to 
January  5,  1777,  a*ter  the  appropriation  of  the  laft  year, 
yielded  a  lurplus  of  295,832/.  and  the  next  quarter  ending 
the  5th  of  April,  produced  760,363/.  The  growing  pro¬ 
duce  of  that  fund  was  charged  with  1,939,636/.  a  million 
and  an  half  in  Exchequer  bills  was  continued  j  five  millions 


Ordnance  for  Land-fervice,  1777 
Ditto  for  1776,  not  provided  for 


320,112  1 

272)7°5  1 


592,817 


MISCELLANEOUS  SER 
Roads  and  bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  North 
Britain  -  -  .  _ 

Civil  Eftablifhments  in  America 

■ - in  Africa 

To  the  Truftees  of  the  Britilh  Mufeum  - 
To  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe,  on  account  of 
Hofpitals  during  the  late  war  in  Germany  - 
For  the  relief  of  Americans  furrering  for  their 
attachment  to  his  Majedy’s  government 
Maintaining  and  employing  Convi&s  on  the 
river  Thames  -  _ 

Sums  i filled  in  purfuance  of  Addrefies  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  - 
Printing  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
Forts  on  the  coaft  of  Africa 
Enquiries  made  by  order  of  the  Houfe  into  the 
State  of  the  Poor 
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22,262 
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3,000 

41,820 

32>934 

J,s79 

13,060 

600 

13,000 

500 
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Exchequer  Bills  difeharged  - 

LafLyeafT  Vote  of  Credit  difeharged 

Arrears  and  Debts  upon  the  Civil  Lift  on  Jan.  5,  1777 

To  pay  off  the  Prizes  in  the  Lottery  of  the  year  1776 

Deficiences  on  Land,  250,000!.  NIalf,  200,000!.  Fund  in 

44j6oo1.  and  Grants  for  1776,  61, 288L 


141,60$ 
1,500,000 
1,000,000 
61 8,34.0 
500,000 

555,88s 


were 
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were  raifed  by  annuities,  and  500,000/.  by  a  lottery,  the 
whole  produce  of  which  was  to  be  diftributed  in  prizes,  and 
paid  in  money  in  March,  1778.  200,000 /.  which  had  been 
brought  into  the  Exchequer  by  the  executors  of  the  late 
Lord  Holland,  formerly  pay-mafter  of  the  forces,  was  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  current  fervice,  and  fome  favings  and  furplufcs 
in  the  Exchequer,  on  various  accounts,  which  amounted 
to  7,701/.  completed  the  ways  and  means. 

The  fubfcribers  to  the  loan  of  five  millions,  were  to 
receive  4/.  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  for  every  100/,  an 
additional  intereft  of  ior.  for  ten  years;  alfo  a  lottery 
ticket  at  the  rate  of  10/.  For  the  payment  of  the  intereft: 
on  this  funded  debt,  a  tax  was  laid  of  one  guinea  on  each, 
male  fervant,  not  employed  in  agriculture,  hufbandry  or 
trade;  additional  duties  were  laid  on  glafs  and  on  ftamps, 
and  a  duty  on  au&ioneers,  and  on  goods  fold  by  auction. 
At  the  fame  time,  a  former  duty  which  had  been  laid 
on  filver  plate  was  repealed,  Befides  thefe  fupplies,  a  vote 
of  credit  was  patted  for  another  million.  The  Parliament 
rofe  on  the  6th  of  June, 

'  v 

The  condudl  of  the  Dutch,  particularly  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  had  cauled  a  memorial  to  be  prefented  by  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke,  the  Britifh  minifter  at  the  Hague,  to  the  States 
General  of  the  United  Provinces,  complaining  of  the  con¬ 
duct  of  M.  Van  Graaf,  their  Governor  of  the  ifiand  of  St? 
Eufiatia,  in  having  permitted  an  American  pirate  to  make 
prize  of  an  Englifli  veflel  within  cannon  ftiot  of  that  ifiand  : 
of  having  returned  the  falute  of  a  rebel  frigate,  and  of  hav¬ 
ing  promoted  an  illicit  commerce,  and  connived  at  the 
Jioftile  equipments  of  Americans.  Atteftations  of  thefe 
charges  being  annexed^  the  memorial  peremptorily  infifted 
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on  the  difmiffion  and  immediate  recal  of  the  Governor. 
The  States  replied  by  their  envoy  at  London.  They  com¬ 
plained  of  the  menacing  tone  of  the  memorial,  as  too  highly 
drained,  and  beyond  that  which  ought  to  take  place  be¬ 
tween  two  fovereign  and  independent  powers,  united  for 
many  years  by  the  ties  of  good  harmony  and  mutual  friend¬ 
ship,  they,  however,  difavowed  the  condud  of  their  Go¬ 
vernor,  and  acquainted  his  Mujefly  with  their  having  or¬ 
dered  M.V an  Graaf  home  to  render  an  account  of  his  con¬ 
duct.  It  does  not,  however,  appear  that  he  was  fufpended.] 

In  America,  the  army  under  Sir  William  Howe  was 
unable  to  take  the  field  early  in  the  fummer,  for  want  of 
the  neceffary  camp  equipage,  which  did  not  arrive  until 
the  latter  end  of  May.  In  the  mean  time  a  detachment  of 
coo  men,  under  tiie  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Bird,  was  font  up  the  North  river,  to  deiiroy  a  very  large 
magazine  which  the  Americans  had  collected  at  Peek’s 
Kill ?  50  miles  from  York  liland,  Vafl  (lores  of  rum, 
molafles,  hour  and  provifions  of  all  kinds,  with  fome  mili¬ 
tary  (lores,  were  dellroyed  *.  A  month  after,  Major- 
General  Tryon,  Governor  of  New  York,  at  the  head  of 
1800  men,  penetrated  into  the  Province  of  Connedicut, 
and  dellroyed  two  large  magazines  depcfited  at  Danbury 
and  Ridgefield,  which  confided  of  provifions  and  military 
Lores.  In  deilroying  the  magazines  the  towns  were  alfo 
reduced  to  afnes.  The  American  General  Woofler  was 
killed  in  a  fkirmifh  on  the  return  of  the  party.  Thefe 
fucceffes,  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  made 
a  figure  in  a  Gazette,  and  ferved  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of 
the  nation  ;  but  they  do  not  appear  to  have  had  any  vifibl* 
effed  on  the  operations  of  the  American  army  during  the 
year.  They  certainly  tended  to  impoverifh  the  new  States, 
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by  rendering  it  r.cceflary  to  colle£t  frefii  {lores,  but  thefc 
the  country  was  able  to  furnift,  and  the  credit  of  Congrefs, 
in  fome  way  or  other,  to  procure. 

The  Americans  were  not  backward  in  retaliating  thefc 
Ioffes :  a  body  of  troops  under  Colonel  Meigs,  who  had 
ferved  with  confsderable  reputation  in  the  expedition  againff 
Quebec,  embarked  in  whale-boats  at  Connecticut,  and 
proceeded  to  the  Eaft-fide  of  Long  Ifland,  to  a  place  called 
Sag-harbour,  where  a  quantity  of  forage,  grain  and  other 
neceffaries  was  colle&ed  for  the  ufe  of  the  army.  A  com¬ 
pany  of  foot,  and  an  armed  fchooner,  defended  the  poff, 
but  were  foon  compelled  to  fubmit.  A  number  of  fmali 
veffels  which  lay  in  the  harbour  were  .burnt,  every  thing 
on  fhore  was  deftroyed,  and  ninety  prifoners  carried  off*. 
Another  detachment,  from  Providence,  under  Colonel 
Briton,  made  an  incurfion  into  Rhode  Ifland,  and  carried 
off,  by  furprize,  General  Prefcot,  who  commanded  there  ; 
that  officer  had  been  before  a  prifoner  to  the  Americans  on 
the  taking  of  St.  John’s  on  Lake  Champlain.  The  Ame¬ 
rican  General  Lee  had  been  captured  the  year  before  by  a 
fimilar  exploit  performed  by  Colonel  Harcourt,  at  the 
head  of  a  few  dragoons. 

In  confequence  of  our  having  regained  poffeffion  of  the 
Lakes,  a  defign  was  formed  of  making  an  irruption  from 
Canada  into  the  Northern  Colonies,  and  by  {Retching  for¬ 
ward  to  Albany,  (a  town  fituated  150  miles  up  Hudfon’s 
river,  and  which  in  the  laft  war  had  been  the  head  quarters 
for  the  forces,)  to  fecure  the  entire  navigation  of  that 
river,  which  feparates  the  northern  from  the  middle  and 
fouthern  Colonies.  A  very  confiderable  army,  compofed 
of  Britilh  and  German  troops,  with  the  muff  ample  ap- 
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point  men  ts,  2nd  a.  fine  train  of  artillery,  was  defHned  to 
execute  this  important  plan  ;  and  Lieutenant  General  Bur- 
goyne,  who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  for  his  bravery, 
fpirit  and  fuccefs,  during  the  laft  war,  in  repelling  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  the  Spaniards  upon  the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  was 
appointed  tc  the  command.  To  ftrike  terror  into  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  and  with  a  view  to  haften  their  return  to  obedience, 
a  body  of  favages  had  been  engaged  by  a  profufion  of  pre- 
fents,  to  ad  as  allies  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  again# 
his  Colonies  *.  Sir  Guy  Carleton  now  quitted  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Canada,  being  fucceeded  in  his  command  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Haldimand,  a  native  of  Sweden.  This  expedition 
was  in  great  forwardness  when  Sir  William  Howe’s  army 
took  the  field, 

\  <r  \ 

The  fir#  and  principal  objed  for  the  fouthern  army  was 
the  redudion  of  Philadelphia ;  but  the  fecrecary  for  the 
Colonies  had  recommended  to  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
to  make  a  warm  diverfion  on  the  coafh  of  Maffachufet’s 
Bay  and  New  Hampfhire,  in  order  to  weaken  the  American 
force  in  the  back  fettlements  :  but  though  a  requifition  of 
15,000  men  had  been  made  to  reinforce  the  army,  only 
2900  were  fent ;  notwithdanding  which  deficiency,  the 
official  difpatches  exprefled  the  fulleft  expedations  that 
every  meafure  which  had  been  planned  would  be  efFeded, 
The  force  which  had  been  fufficient  to  take  pofleffion  of 
New  York,  Rhode  Ifland,  and  other  ftrong  holds  of  the 
enemy,  after  the  necefiary  divifions  w7ere  made  for  preferv- 
ing  the  variety  of  pofts  which  had  been  gained,  could  not 

£>e  equally  fuitable  to  the  making  of  new  conquers,  the 

/ 

*  It  appeared  by  papers  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  the 
£xpence  of  retaining  thefe  Indians,  amounted  to  150,0001.  and  not  more 
than  feven  or  eight  hundred  were  faid  to  have  been  in  the  field  at  any  one 
time. 
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number  of  troops  for  the  field  being  thereby  neceflarily  de- 
creafed.  The  General  and  Admiral  reprefented  this  to  the 
minifter,  and  that  the  diverfion  to  the  northward  muff  be 
confequently  laid  afide.  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  who  was  then 
in  Quebec,  was  informed,  that  General  Howe  would  pro¬ 
bably  be  in  Pennfylvania,  at  the  time  when  the  northern 
army  would  be  ready  to  enter  the  Province  of  New  York, 
That  little  affiflance  was  to  be  expefted  from  him  to  facili¬ 
tate  its  approach,  as  a  want  of  fufficient  flrength  in  his 
own  army  would  probably  not  admit  of  his  detaching  a 
corps  to  aft  up  Hudfon’s  River  in  the  beginning  of  the 
campaign. 

Wafhington,  who  was  now  appointed  to  the  diflinguifhed 
rank  of  dictator,  commanded  an  army  much  fuperior  to  that 
in  the  laft  campaign;  the  Provincial  oflicets  were  much 
improved,  and  feverai  French  officers  had  arrived,  together 
with  fifty  pieces  of  brafs  cannon  f.  The  Americans  oc¬ 
cupied  a  very  ftrong  and  advantageous  camp  in  the  Jerfeys* 
which  the  Britifh  General  endeavoured  by  ffratagern  to  in¬ 
duce  their  General  to  quit,  in  hopes  of  bringing  on  a  general 
engagement,  well  knowing  that  with  fuch  an  enemy  in 
force,  and  hanging  upon  his  rear,  it  would  be  impoflible 
for  him  to  penetrate  through  the  Jerfeys,  and  pafs 
bis  army  acrofs  the  Delaware,  where  the  enemy 

-f  The  Marquis  Fayette,  nephew  to  M.  de  Noailles,  the  French  Am- 
baffador  at  the  court  of  London,  who  had  refided  with  his  uncle  for  fome 
time,  and  who  lived  in  the  moft  unreferved  intimacy  with  many  of  the 
confidential  fervants  of  the  crown,  having  obtained  very  important  in¬ 
formation  concerning  the  plan  of  operations  for  the  campaign,  particu¬ 
larly  refpecling  the  northern  army,  fuddenly  withdrew  to  France,  and 
without  communicating  his  intuitions  to  any  of  his  relations,  or  obtain¬ 
ing  leave  of  abfence  from  his  court,  which,  as  an  officer  in  the  French 
King’s  fervice  was  requifite,  he  embarked  on  board  a  veffel  bound  to 
America?  to  ferve  in  the  army  commanded  by  Wafhington. 

had 
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had  a  corps  ready  to  difpute  the  pafiage.  But  the  caution 
ot  that  Commander  was  not  to  be  circumvented  ;  fo  that 
Howe,  after  having  made  a  feint  of  retiring  from  theAmerican 
lines,  which  drew  after  it  no  decifive  confequence,  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  relinquifh  his  attempt,  and  with  great  delay  and 
clanger  to  adopt  a  new  and  diflant  plan  of  operation,  by 
embarking  his  army  in  tranfports,  and  proceeding  to  the 
fcene  of  adfion  by  fea.  Waiting  for  the  arrival  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  from  Europe,  who  was  to  command  at 
New  York,  and  to  hear  from  General  Burgoyne,  retarded 
the  failing  of  the  fleet  until  the  23d  of  July.  The  main 
army  which  embarked  confided  of  14,000  men  ;  8500  were 
left  at  New  York,  excluflve  of  the  fick  and  recovering. 

£5  * 

and  3000  defended  Rhode  Ifland.  , 


The  fleet  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  on  the  30th, 
and  if  a  landing  could  have  been  effe&ed  on  the  fouthern  coaffc 
near  Wilmington,  the  fervice  would  have  received  a  moft  ef- 
fential  benefit ;  but  a  number  of  floating  batteries,  fire-fhips 
and  fire-rafts,  had  been  collected  by  the  enemy,  which 
would  have  endangered  the  deftru&ion  of  the  fleet  in  the 
night.  There  were  only  eight  or  nine  pilots  on  board, 
and  no  boats  capable  of  withflanding  the  row-boats  and 
gallies  *.  Thefe  circumflances  rendered  an  attempt  to  land 
extremely  hazardous.  The  country  too  was  very  marfhy, 
and  the  roads  formed  upon  narrow  caufeways,  interfered 
by  creeks  f.  Thefe  difficulties  and  dangers  determined  the 
land  and  naval  commander  to  proceed  two  degrees  farther 
to  the  fouthward,  to  Chefapeak  Bay  ;  but  in  this  courfe 
they  were  greatly  impeded  by  contrary  winds,  the  wind 
blowing  generally  from  fome  point  of  the  fouthward  in  that 


*  Evidence  of  Sir  Andrew  Snape  Hammond  before  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 
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feafon  of  the  year.  On  the  16th  of  Auguft  the  whole  fleet 
entered  the  Bay,  and  proceeded  through  a  difficult  and  dan¬ 
gerous  navigation  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Elk,  in  which 
progrefs  the  (kill  and  adivity  of  the  Admiral  appeared  to 
great  advantage.  The  whole  army  landed  in  fafety  on  the 
^cth.  Waftiington,  as  foon  as  the  deftination  of  the  fleet 
was  known  (foAhe  alarm  had  been  fpread  from  Bofton  even 
to  South  Carolina),  patted  the  Delaware  with  his  army, 
confifting  of  15,000  men,  and  marched  to  cover  Phiia- 
delphia.  The  two  armies  approached  each  other  at  a  fmail 
ft  ream  called  Brandywine- creek,  which  falls  into  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  about  twenty  miles  below  the  city.  After  feverar 
movements  on  each  fide.  Sir  Vv  illiam  Flowe,  by  a  m s  11  r  1  j 
difplay  of  generalfhip,  found  a  favourable  opportunity  for  . 
attacking  the  American  army*.  The  Heflians,  who  came 
firft  into  action,  behaved  with  fuch  intrepidity  as  nothing 
could  refift.  The  enemy  every  where  broken  and  difmayed, 
fled.  A  few  hours  more  day-light  might  have  annihilated 
their  army,  but  under  cover  oi  the  night,  a  Hi  ft  c  cl  by  a  know— 
ledge  of  the  country,  they  retreated  f .  No  time  appears  to 
have  been  loft  in  purfuing  the  fugitives,  confident  with  the 
fafety  of  the  troops,  in  a  country  rendered  every  where 
ftreng  by  nature,  hilly,  and  covered  with  wood,  interfed- 
ed  by  ravines,  creeks  and  marfhy  grounds,  where  little 
or  no  knowledge  can  be  obtained  by  reconnoitering 
Waftiington  did  every  thing  becoming  a  fleilful  commander 

*  Sept  11,  1777* 

f  Lord  George  Germaine  dated  to  tie  Houfe  of  Commons,  (Dec.  2, 
3777)  General  Howe’s  numbers  in  this  a£lion  to  be  1  3,000  rank  and  file, 
doing  duty,  and  Wafhington’s  force  to  be  15,000,  exclufiveof  militia. 
Officers  of  every  denomination,  are  confiderei  as  an  addition  cf  about  1  no 
fixth,  to  the  numbers  of  rank  and  hie. 

J  Evidence  of  Major  General  Grey  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
The  evidence  of  Lord  Cornwallis  went  likewife  to  prove,  that  the  General 
loft  no  time  after  the  a&ion  5  but  a  petulant  detractor  has  aliened  the 
contrary, 
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to  impede  the  progrefs  of  the  vigors,  but  unable  to  protea 
the  city,  he  abandoned  it  to  its  fate,  and  retreated  ten  miles 
.  to  the  north  of  German  town,  whilft  the  combined  army 
foon  after  encamped  at  that  village.  The  Earl  of  Corn¬ 
wallis  took  pofleffion  of  Philadelphia  on  the  26th  of  Sep¬ 
tember. 

In  the  mean  time  Lord  Howe  proceeded  with  the  fleet 

round  to  the  Delaware,  but  an  unfortunate  overfight  had 

been  committed  in  negle&ing  to  take  pofleffion  of  a  Ration 

eaflern  floe  of  the  river,  called  Red  Bank,  which  the 

enemy  afterwards  fortiiied,  and  in  an  unfuccefsful  attempt 

to  difpoflfefs  them,  Colonel  Donop,  of  the  Heffians,  and 

many  brave  men,  loft  their  lives*.  It  was  not  until  the 

15th  of  November  that  the  navigation  of  the  river  was 

opened  as  high  as  the  city,  by  the  reduction  of  Mud  Ifland, 

and  the  removal  of  the  cbevaux-de-frize ,  in  which  fervice 

the  Augufta,  a  fixty  gun  (hip,  and  a  iloop,  went  aground, 

and  were  deftroyed. 

-  < 

% 

A  few  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  King’s  troops  at  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  General  Wafiiington  formed  a  defign  of  fur- 
prizing  the  army  at  Germantown,  and  earlv  in  the  mornino- 
ot  the  4tn  of  October,  attacked  the  outpofts  with  great  fury. 
T  he  intrepid  behaviour  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  MuLrave 
itopped  the  advances  of  the  aflailants,  and  gave  time  for 
Major  General  Grey,  who  had  been  apprized  of  the  attack 
by  Sir  William  Howe,  to  march  a  body  of  troops  to  their 
relief,  and  the  army  being  quickly  aflembled,  the  Americans 
were  driven  back  with  great  (laughter. 


The  army  was  now  plentifully  (applied  with  provifions 
from  the  adjacent  country,  the  farmers  preferring  that 
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market  to  any  other,  becaufe  the  only  one  where  they  could 
receive  payment  for  their  commodities  in  gold  and  filver. 
They  had  the  farther  advantage  of  providing  themfelves  and 
families  with  a  variety  of  neceffary  articles,  which  could 
only  be  had  in  thofe  places  which  were  poflefled  by  the 
Britifli  army  and  navy.  It  is  fuppofed  that  Wafhington, 
through  policy,  connived  at  this  kind  of  commerce,  know¬ 
ing  that  an  influx  of  gold  and  filver  was  ftrengthening  his 
country  in  a  mo  ft  important  point*. 

The  noble,  populous,  and  wealthy  city  of  Philadelphia, 
/Was  now  fuhdued  3  but  the  rebel  army  remained  unbroken. 
It  was  even  augmented  in  numbers,  improved  in  difeipline, 
habituated  to  fervice,  and  though  degraded  by  a  defeat  and 
a  repul fe,  yet  fecure  in  the  perfuafion  that  the  nature  of 
their  country  would  ever  protect  them  from  a  decifive  over¬ 
throw.  Such  fuccefles  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  could 
yield  little  rational  hopes  of  final  triumph  in  the  waragainft 
America,  even  if  conquefts  (hould  continue  to  fpread  in  the 
like  gradual  manner  as  they  had  done  during  two  campaigns 
But  fuch  an  expectancy,  fo  fhort  of  the  fanguine  views  en¬ 
tertained  in  England,  was  entirely  vain.  From  whence 
could  the  force  be  drawn,  that  fhould  carry  on  an  active 
war  during  the  next  campaign,  fuppofing  the  northern  army 
had  2ccompiifhed  its  purpofe,  and  penetrated  to  Albany  ? 

1  Had  that  event  taken  place,  terror  alone  muft  have  eiFedted 
what  force  could  not  have  done,  and  no  i liciicat ion s  were 
fhewn  by  the  Colonifts,  when  their  affairs  wore  the  moft 
dilaftrous  appearance,  of  a  difpofition  to  yield  unconditional 
fubmiflion  to  this  empire,  and  how  was  fo  extenffve  a 
country  to  be  governed  by  the  fword  ?  Everv  conqueft 
weakened  the  operating  force  equally  as  a  defeat  ;  but  fuch 


#  Sir  William  Howe’s  narrative,  page  43. 
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a  regular  courfe  of  events  was  not  deftined  to  take  place, 
and  it  is  now  neceffary  to  fpeak  of  the  expedition  from 
Canada,  and  to  follow  the  northern  army  in  its  progrefs. 

Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  proceeded  with  his  army, 
confifting  of  spwards  of  7000  men,  acrofs  Lake  Champlain, 
and  arrived  before  Ticonderoga  on  the  2d  of  July,  1777. 
General  St.  Clare,  who  commanded  that  fortrefs,  aban- 
doned  it  in  the  night  of  the  6th,  before  any  attack  could 
be  made  ;  for  which  condudf  he  was  afterwards  tried  by  a 
Court-martial,  and  found  guilty  of  negledf  of  duty.  A 
fmall  part  of  the  garrifon  reached  Fort  Edward,  fituated  on 
Hudfon’s  river,  twenty-five  miles  from  Lake  George,  where 
General  Schuyler  commanded,  but  the  far  greater  number 
was  either  killed,  made  prifoners,  or  driven  into  the  woods, 
where  many  perifhed. 

The  General  fent  immediate  notice  of  this  to  Sir  William 
Howe,  who  was  waiting  for  advices  from  the  northern 
army,  before  he  would  venture  to  fail  towards  the  fouth- 
ward  ;  but  fo  favourable  an  onfet  feemed  to  promife  a  fuc- 
cefsful  progrefs  to  Albany,  therefore  leaving  general  in- 
flruclions  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  to  a£f  offenhvely,  in 
cafe  an  opportunity  (hould  offer,  confident  with  the  fecurity 
of  New  York,  the  Commander  in  Chief  proceeded,  as  has 
been  already  related. 

In  the  mean  time  Burgoyne  met  with  fuch  unparalleled 
difficulties  in  advancing  towards  Fort  Edward,  that  it  was 
the  end  of  July  before  he  appeared  there.  The  Americans 
immediately  abandoned  the  place  and  retreated  to  Saratoga* 
The  favages  who  accompanied  the  Britifh  army,  were  not 

to  be  withheld,  by  the  influence  and  authority  of  the  Ge¬ 
neral* 
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neral,  from  afls  of  cruelty  towards  the  helplefs  and  peaceable 
Inhabitants  of  thcfe  fecluded  diftridls.  Thefe  barbarities 
Were  reprefented  through  the  country  in  all  their  horrors, 
and  moft  probably  with  many  exaggerations,  which  roufed 
the  people  every  where  to  {land  upon  their  defence  I  he 
dread  of  the  tomahawk  and  fcalping-knife  infpired  the  moft 
timid  with  courage.  Impelled  by  defpair,  the  Americans 
alTem bled  in  great  numbers,  whilft  the  combined  army  having 
crofted  Hudfon’s  River,  advanced  towards  the  Plains  of 
Saratoga.  Although  payment  in  money  was  offered  for 
whatever  provifions  ftiould  be  brought  to  the  catnp,  yet  no 
fupply  was  obtained.  Foraging  parties  were  lent  out, 
which  were  betrayed  by  pretended  friends,  furprized,  killed 
or  made  prifoners. 

Befides  the  army  under  General  Burgoyne,  a  body  of 
troops,  confifting  of  near  700  men,  with  a  party  of  Indians? 

'  .  * 

*  General  Burgoyne  iffued  a  proclamation,  inviting  the  inhabitants 

to  return  to  their  allegiance,  and  threatening  them  with  the  mercilefs  ra¬ 
vages  of  the  Indians,  if  they  continued  in  rebellion.  He  afterwards  de¬ 
clared  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  his  d'efign  herein  was  to  excite 
obedience  5  firft,  by  encouragement,  and  next  by  the  threat,  not  the 
commiffioil  of  feverity  :  to  fpeak  daggers  but  to  ufe  none.  He  inftanced 
two  wounded  provincial  officers,  who  were  brought  off  in  the  mid  ft  of 
fire,  upon  the  backs  of  Indians,  and  a  Captain  and  his  whole  detach¬ 
ment,  placed  in  amhufcade,  were  brought  prifoners  by  Indians,  without 
a  man  hurt,  though  they  were  placed  for  the  fpecial  purpofe  of  deftroying 
thofe  Indians.  The  cafe  of  Mifs  Macree  excepted,  which  WaS  accidental, 
not  premeditated  cruelty  ;  he  laid,  the  ftoiies  on  which  fuch  charges 
were  founded,  were  fabricated  by  committees,  and  propagated  in  newf- 
papers,  for  temporary  purpofes.  The  General  ftipulated  with  the  In¬ 
dians,  that  they  fhould  receive  compenfation  for  prifoners,  and  that  not 
only  fuch  compenfation  fhould  be  withheld,  but  a  drift  account  de¬ 
manded  for  fcalps.  They  were  prohibited  from  fcalpmg  the  wounded, 
©r  even  the  dying,  and  the  perfons  of  aged  men,  women,  children,  and 
prifoners,  were  declared  to  be  facred  even  in  aflaults. 

U  2  commanded 
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commanded  by  Lieut.  Colonel  St.  Leger,  proceeded  by  the 
Mohawk  River,  and  inveffed  Fort  Stanwix,  which  was 
commanded  by  Colonel  Ganfevoort,  a  name  which  ought  to 
betranfmitted  on  account  of  the  unfhaken  firmnefs  with  which 
he  defended  the  place.  A  body  of  Americans  advancing  to 
its  relief,  were  defeated  by  a  party  of  Indians,  but  feverai  of 
their  moft  refpedted  warriors  fell  in  the  adlion,  which, 
together  with  the  reftraints  which  were  laid  on  their  favage 
third:  of  blood,  gave  them  a  hearty  difrelifh  of  the  fervice. 
St.  Leger,  in  vain  attempted,  both  by  offers  of  advantageous 
terms,  upon  furrender,  and  by  threats  of  utter  extirpation, 
in  cafe  of  obffinate  perfeverance,  to  gain  poffeffion  of  the 
place  ;  and  the  approach  of  Arnold  with  a  confide]  able  army, 
obliged  him  at  length  to  retire  from  the  fort,  the  Indians 
who  accompanied  him  having  haflily  refolved  to  return 
home;  but  before  they  feparated  themfelves,  they  committed 
depredations  upon  their  allies  with  impunity.  This  de¬ 
fection,  and  the  enemy  he  had  to  encounter,  obliged  St. 
Leger  to  retire  to  Canada,  and  abandon  General  Burgoyne 
with  the  main  body  of  the  troops,  which  were  now  reduced 
to  3,500  fighting  men,  not  2000  of  which  were  Britifh  ; 
the  Canadians  and  Provincials  having,  in  general,  deferted. 
The  army  thus  reduced  in  numbers,  engaged  the  provincial 
militia  commanded  by  Major-General  Gates,  an  Englifh- 
man,  and  who  had  ferved  as  an  officer  during  the  laff  war. 
The  former  remained  mailers  of  the  field,  and  the  latter  re¬ 
tired  in  good  order 

The  perilous  fituation  of  the  northern  army  being  now 
known  at  New  York,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  with  a  con- 
fiderable  body  of  troops,  embarked  in  armed  gallies  and 
fmall  veffels,  and  having  feme  frigates  under  the  command 


of 


#  September  19,  1777* 


.*  \»V, 


(  2.85  ) 


of  Commodore  Hotham,  proceeded  up  Hudfon’s  River, 
with  a  view  to  gain  Albany,  and  thereby  open  a  commu¬ 
nication  with  Burgoyne.  Some  forts  were  taken  and  de- 
ftroyed.  Sir  James  Wallace,  with  a  fquadron  of  fmall 
frigates,  and  General  Vaughan,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of 
light  troops,  fpread  terror  and  deftrudlion  wherever  they 
went ;  the  village  of  iEfopus  was  reduced  to  alhesf,  and 
every  principle  of  humanity  feemed  to  be  abfoibed  in  a  zeal 
for  extirpating  irreclaimable  rebels. 


Various  were  the  attempts  made  to  convey  information  to 
General  Burgoyne  of  the  approach  of  fuccours,  but  they 
were  in  general  defeated  by  the  treachery  of  feme  ent'rufted 
with  the  fecret.  On  the  7th  of  Odlober,  Burgoyne  fought 
a  defperate  battle  with  Arnold,  but  was  obliged  to  retreat 
into  his  camp,  where  he  was  foon  after  attacked  with  great 
fury,  but  in  this  onfet  Arnold  received  a  wound,  and  his 
troops  were  foon  after  repulfed.  The  combined  army  now 
lay  a  few  miles  fouth  of  Saratoga,  on  the  way  to  Albany  ; 
to  the  latter  place  it  was  impra&icable  to  penetrate,  but  to 
the  former  it  effected  a  retreat.  The  only  remaining  hope 
confifted  in  retiring  to  Fort  Edward,  but  no  more  than  three 
days  provifion,  upon  fhort  allowance,  remained  in  ftare,  and 
the  camp  was  invefted  with  an  army  of  16,000  men,  which 
occupied  every  pafs.  In  this  extremity  a  council  of  war  was 
called  on  the  13th  of  O&ober,  compofed  of  the  Generals, 
field  officers,  and  Captains  commanding  cores,  wherein  it 
was  refolved  to  open  a  treaty  with  Major-General  Gates, 
and  three  days  after  a  convention  was  figned,  whereby  it 
was  ftipulated,  that  the  Britiih  and  Heffian  troops  fhould 
march  out  of  the  camp  with  all  the  honours  of  war,  and 
their  artillery,  to  a  place  appointed,  w here  they  fhould  dc~ 

f  October  16,  1777. 
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pofit  their  arm?.  They  were  to  be  allowed  a  free  embarka-* 
kation  and  paffage  from  Bofton  to  Europe,  on  condition  of 
their  not  ferving  again  in  America  during  the  war  :  the 
officers  to  be  admitted  on  parole,  rnd  to  wear  their  fide 
arms  •  all  private  property  to  remain  unmolefted,  and  pub- 
lie  ttoresof  ail  kinds  to  be  delivered  up  upon  honour. 

Whilft  the  vanquifiied  army  was  employed  in  the  irk« 
fome  talk  of  piling  their  arms,  the  American  General  felt 
as  an  Englifhman  ;  and  to  alleviate,  as  much  as  poffible, 
the  painful  fituation  of  ni$  countrymen,  drew  off  his  whole 
army,  fo  that  none  of  his  men  were  fpe£tators  of  the  tranf- 
adtion,  It  is  truly  memorable,  that  this  devoted  army,  re¬ 
ceived  thefe  honourable  terms  of  capitulation,  on  the  very 
day  when  the  defencelefs  town  of  jTfopus  was  wantonly  laid 
in  ruins. 

Several  inflances  occur  in  the  hiftory  of  Europe,  during 
the  prefent  century,  of  fimilar  misfortunes  befalling  large 
bodies  of  troops.  At  the  battle  of  Blenheim,  13,000  men, 
the  heft  troops  in  France,  laid  down  their  arms  without 
firing  a  volley.  Some  years  after  14,000  Swedes,  com¬ 
manded  by  Charles  XII.  till  then  invincible,  furrendered 
themfelves  prifuners  at  diferetion  to  an  army  of  Ruffians. 
The  fate  of  5000  Britifh  troops,  under  General  Stanhope, 

in  New  Caftile,  in  the  year  1710,  is  well  known. 

**  *  ' 
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The  Congrefs,  upon  various  pretences,  afterwards  re- 
fufed  to  ratify  this  convention  ;  fo  that  the  troops  remained 
prifoners  of  war  for  more  than  three  years  ;  and  when  they 
were  at  length  embarked,  not  one  fixth  part  of  their  origi¬ 
nal  numbers  were  muttered,  the  far  greater  part  having 
affimilated  themfelves  to  their  conquerors*. 

*  The  army  which  furiendered  amounted  to  upwards  of  5600  men, 
officers  included  5  the  non-effeftive  men  at  the  time  of  the  capitulation, 
si uit  therefore  have  been  a  very  confiderable  number, 
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The  army  under  Sir  William  Howe  repofed  in  com¬ 
fortable  winter  quarters  at  Philadelphia,  whilft  Wafhing- 
ton,  now  reinforced  with  4000  men  from  the  northern 
army,  and  a  large  train  of  artillery,  advanced  to  White- 
marlh,  and  foon  after  removed  to  Valley-forge,  where  his 
troops  were  obliged  to  continue  during  the  feverities  of 
winter  in  a  hutted  camp,  twenty-two  miles  from  the  capi¬ 
tal.  Here  he  entrenched  himfelf  in  fo  ftrong  a  manner, 
that  Sir  William  Howe  thought  it  not  advifeable  to  attack 

him. 


It  appears  that  difcipline  was  much  better  maintained, 
whilft  the  combined  army  continued  in  Pennfylvania,  than 
in  the  Jerfeys,  the  preceding  winter.  But  though  the  army 
was  well  fupplied  with  neceffaries,  the  inhabitants,  to  the 
amount  of  20,000,  were  reduced  to  great  diftref>.  Fhs 
Quakers  in  England  were  no  fooner  informed  of  thw  fuffer- 
ings  of  their  brethren  in  Philadelphia,  than  fome  (hips 
were  immediately  freighted  with  fuch  articles  as  were  moft 
wanted  for  their  fupport  and  relief. 

The  Britifh  Commander  had  in  vain  remonftrated  for 
more  troops,  and  imagining  that  he  had  loft  the  confidence 
of  government,  folicited  his  Majefty’s  permiftion  to  with¬ 
draw  from  the  command,  which  he  immediately  obtained. 

1 

The  conduct  of  this  General  has  been  feverely  fcrutinized, 
and  every  endeavour  has  been  ufed  to  attribute  to  his  wil¬ 
ful  neglect,  the  procraftination  of  the  war  in  America. 
The  Hefiian  commander  was  heard  to  declare,  <c  that  if 
Great  Britain  had  paid  her  General  by  the  job,  and  not  by 
the  day,  the  bufmefs  would  have  been  foon  fettled  but  the 
future  events  of  the  war  have  certainly  weakened  the  force 
of  the  attacks  upon  Sir  William  Howe.  It  is  much  eafier 
$0  decide  upon  what  ought  to  be  the  operations  of  an  army 
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ever  a  map,  than  to  effed  thofe  purpofes  in  the  field. 
•  eneral  Amherft,  m  the  laft  war,  was  employed  two  cam- 
paigns  in  driving  5000  French  troops  out  of  America: 
.  ut  the  nation  was  then  as  much  difpoftd  to  be  pleafed,  as' 

“  has  llnce  been  Provoked  to  difeontent.  The  enemie’s  of 
Howe  readily  allow  him  to  poffefs  an  uncommon  fbaie 
of  perfonal  courage  and  great  profeffional  £ki  11.  His  ha 
bits  of  diffipation  were  fuch  as  military  men  are  more  par¬ 
ticularly  addided  to;  they  were  no  lefs  predominant  in 
Ma.  hal  Saxe,  notwithftanding  which,  he  is  now  confi- 
dcred  as  the  firft  General  of  his  age.  We  are  not,  at  this 

cay,  to  lay  claim  to  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  public. fpirit. 

Sir  William  Howe  has  been  loudly  and  generally  blamed 
as  deferring  the  northern  army,  by  undertaking  his  fouth- 
ern  expedition.  His  juftification  of  himfelf  appears  for- 
cmle,  not  to  fay  conclufive.  By  proceeding  to  the 
fouth  ward,  he  effeded  a  powerful  diverfion  in  favour  of 
General  Burgoyne,  by  drawing  off  the  main  American 

n  theother  band,  had  he  advanced  up  Hudfon’s 
River,  \\  afhington,  with  his  whole  force,  would  have 
either  cut  oh  his  communication  with  New  York,  or  with 
the  northern  army.  The  cry  would  then  have  been,  that 
he  had  wafted  the  campaign  in  accomplifhing  what  would 
have  fucceeded  as  well  without  him.  By  the  .fall  of  Ti- 
concleroga,  his  affiftance  feemed  to  become  unneceffary,  as 
rapid  fuccefs  was  expeded  to  follow.  Had  he  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  his  army  to  the  fuccour  of  the  victorious  Ge¬ 
neral,  he  would  have  been  thought  envioufly  to  have 
grafped  at  a  fhare  of  that  glory  which  would  otherwife  have 
been  entirely  due  to  the  northern  Chieftain.  Add  to  this 
that  his  inftrudions,  inftead  of  direding  fuch  a  conjunct 
plan  of  operations,  pointed  out  Philadelphia  as  his  objed. 

Among  the  plans  fuggefted  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
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1777,  for  the  deftination  of  the  northern  army,  one  was, 
to  embark  it  at  Quebec,  in  order  either  to  effea  a  con- 
jundtion  with  Sir  William  Howe  by  fea,  or  to  employ  it 
feparately,  to  co-operate  with  the  main  defigns,  by  iucn 
means  as  fhould  be  within  its  ftrength,  upon  other  parts  of 
the  continent.  The  event  has  fliewn,  how  much  prefer¬ 
able  it  would  have  been  to  have  given  fuch  a  direction  to 
the  campaign. 


The  parliament  aflembled  on  the  20th  of  November, 
1777.  The  King's  fpeech  fpoke  of  the  neceffity  of  con¬ 
tinuing  the  war  in  America,  and  of  the  prooabiliiy  that  it 
would  be  necefiary  not  only  to  keep  the  land-forces  com¬ 
plete  to  their  eftablifhment,  but  to  encreafe  them  by  con¬ 
tracting  new  engagements.  Of  the  difpofltion  of  ioreign 
powers  it  fpoke  doubtfully*  His  Majefty  faid,  *  as  on  tue 
one  hand  I  am  determined  that  the  peace  of  Europe  {hall 
not  bediflurbed  by  me,  fo  on  the  other  I  {hall  always  be 
a  faithful  guardian  of  the  honour  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain*5' 

The  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  the  King’s  fpeech  was  moved 
for  in  the  Houle  of  Commons  by  Lord  Hyde,  ano  fecond- 
ed  by  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  the  latter  of  whom  gave  a  loofe 
to  the  fervour  of  youth,  and  paid  the  mod  lavifli  compli¬ 
ments  to  the  wifdom  and  equity  of  aaminiTration,  ceciaring, 
that  the  reClitude  of  their  meafures  was  fo  demonftrable,  v 
that  he  was  amazed  a  Tingle  Englifhman  could  be  found 
hardy  enough  to  oppofe  them,  and  juftify  the  American 
^  rebels.  It  had  long  been  the  practice  of  government  to 
difieminate,  by  every  means  which  unbounded  influence 
{applied,  the  opinion,  that  ail  the  oppofers  of  public  mea¬ 
fures  were  unprincipled,  clamorous  and  feditious  men, 
who  only  aimed  at  embarrafling  and  diftrefling  thofe  in 
power,  in  hopes  of  rendering  their  polls  untenable,  and 
'  k  advancing 
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sdkancing  themfelves  to  envied  pre-eminence*  foreigners 
have  deferibed  the  government  of  England  as  more  tempef- 
tuous  than  the  fea  which  furrounds  the  ifland  ;  but  amidd 
the  body  of  the  people  this  fury  has  of  late  very  much  abated. 
The  prefent  age,  grown  weary  of  the  political  as  well  as 
religious  deputations,  in  which  their  forefathers  had  deeply 
interefted  themfelves,  and  difgufted  at  the  conduct  of  many 
profeffetl  patriots,  who  had  renounced  their  principles  to 
acquire  power,  were  eafily  prevailed  upon  to  place  a  con- 
fidence  in  their  rulers,  and  to  entertain  the  moff  incurable 
iufpicions  of  thofe  who  protefled  themfelves  the  champions 
of  the  conflitution.  But  it  will  perhaps  be  difficult  to 
produce  a  iingle  feffion  of  parliament  lince  the  acceffion  of 
the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  in  which  the  members  who 
compofed  the  minority  in  both  Houfes,  gave  more  un¬ 
equivocal  proofs  of  their  integrity  and  wifdom,  than 
in  the  prefent.  The  condu&,of  the  Earl  of  Chatham 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion, 
ferves  as  one  proof  in  fupport  of  this  affiertion.  “  The 
jaundiced  eye  of  party,”  is  little  qualified  to  difeern 
truth.  But  whilft  an  hiftorian  ought  to  fhun  the 
contagion  of  faction,  he  is  no  lefs  bound  to  point  out 
inftances  of  true  patriotifm  and  fuperior  penetration,  whe¬ 
ther  they  are  to  be  found  in  the  meafures  of  the  cabinet,  or 
jn  the  propofitions  which  originate  in  the  Jegifiative  body. 
To  adopt  the  language  of  a  living  writer  of  defer vc'd  cele¬ 
brity  *,  “  our  foie  object  is  to  be  ufeful  and  to  be  true* 
Far  be  from  us  that  fpirit  of  party  which  blinds  and  de¬ 
grades  thofe  who  are  the  conductors,  and  thofe  wh*afpire 
to  be  the  inftru&ors  of  mankind.  Our  wifh  is  for  our 
country,  our  homage  is  to  juftice.  We  honour  virtue,  in 
Whatever  place,  in  whatever  form,  { he  is  feen  ;  the  dif- 
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tlnflions  of  condition  and  of  nation  cannot  eftrange  us  from 


her. 


When  the  add  refs  had  been  moved  for  by  Earl  Percy,  in  the 

Houfeof  Lords,  the  Earl  of  Chatham  rofe  and  declared  that 
he  would  not  join  in  congratulation  on  misfortune  and  d.f- 
gtace  He  faid,  it  was  a  perilous  and  tremendous  momen 
and  not  a  time  for  adulation.  It  was  neceffary  to  difpd 
the  delufion  and  darknefs  which  enveloped  the  throne,  and 
to  difplay,  in  its  full  danger  and  native  colours,  the  ruta 
that  was  brought  to  our  doors.  The  meafures  which  had 
been  purfued,  he  faid,  had  reduced  this  late  flouriftmg 
empire  to  ruin  and  contempt.  Not  only  the  power  and 
ftrength  of  this  country  was  wafting  away  and  expumg, 
but  her  well-earned  glories,  her  true  honour  and  fubftantwl 
dionity  were  facrifked.  France,  my  Lords,  continued  he, 
ba°s  infulted  you  :  foe  has  encouraged  and  fuftained  Ame¬ 
rica  •  and  whether  America  be  wrong  or  right,  the  cig- 
nity’of  this  country  ought  to  fpurn  at  the  officious  infult  of 
French  inter ference.  The  minifters  and  ambafiadors  of 
thofe  who  are  called  rebels  and  enemies,  are  in  Paris :  m 
Paris  they  tranfaft  the  reciprocal  interefts  of  America  and 
France.  Can  there  be  a  more  mortifying  infuit  ?  Can  even, 
our  minifters  fuftain  a  more  humiliating  drfgrace  ?  Do  they 
dare  to  refent  it  ?  Do  they  prefume  even  to  hint  a  vindica¬ 
tion  of  their  honour,  and  the  dignity  ot  the  ftate,  by  re¬ 
quiring  the  difmiffal  of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  America? 

-  Such  is  the  degradation  to  which  they  have  reduced  the 
glories  of  England  ?  The  people  whom  they  affeaed  to  call 

contemptible  rebels,  but  whole  growing  power  has  at  laft 
obtained  the  name  of  enemies :  the  people  with  whom  they 
have  engaged  this  country  in  war,  and  againft  whom  they 
now  command  our  implicit  fupport  in  every  meafure  of 

defperate  hoftility ;  this  people,  defpifed  as  rebels,  or  ac- 
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knowledged  as  enemies,  are  abetted  againfl  us,  fupplied 
vv.th  every  military  ftore,  their  interefts  confulted,  and 
their  ambaffadors  entertained  by  our  inveterate  enemv  ! 
and  our  minifters  dare  notinterpofe  with  dignity  and  effedl. 
Is  this  the  honour  of  a  great  kingdom  ?  Is  this  the  indig¬ 
nant  fpirit  of  England,  who  but  yefterday  gave  law  to  the 
home  of  Bourbon  ? 

His  Lordfnip  then  turned  his  view  towards  America, 
and  declared  the  utter  impoffibility  of  conquering  that 
country.  He  fliewed,  that  during  three  campaigns  we  had 
done  nothing,  and  fuffered  much;  befides,  perhaps  the 
total  lofs  of  the  northern  force  *  You  may  fvvell  every 
expence  and  every  effort  flill  more  extravagantly;  pile  and 
accumulate  every  affiftance  you  can  buy  or  borrow;  traffic 
and  barter  with  every  little  pitiful  German  prince,  that 
fells  his  fubjedls  to  the  fhambles  of  a  foreign  potentate  ; 
your  efforts  are  for  ever  vain  and  impotent;  doubly  fo, 
from  this  mercenary  aid  on  which  you  rely,  for  it  irritates 
to  an  incurable  refentment,  the  minds  of  your  enemies,  by 
over-running  them  with  the  mercenary  fons  of  rapine  and 
plunder;  devoting  them  and  their  poffeffions  to  the  rapa¬ 
city  of  hireling  cruelty.  He  added,  your  own  army  is 
infedted  with  the  contagion  of  thefe  illiberal  allies  :  the 
fpirit  of  plunder  and  of  rapine  is  gone  forth  among  them  : 
your  difcipline  is  deeply  wounded.  Whilft  this  is  noto- 
rioufly  your  finking  fituation,  America  grows  and  flourifhes; 
while  your  ftrength  and  difcipline  is  lowered,  theirs  rifes 
and  improves. 

His  Lordfliip  execrated  with  great  vehemence  the  mea- 
fures  of  delegating  to  the  mercilefs  Indian,  the  defence  of 

*  The  news  of  General  Burgoyne’s  furrender  arrived  a  fortnight  after; 
this  prediaion,  therefore,  (hews  the  intelligence  which  this  great  man 
derived  from  his  own  fagacious  mind. 
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difputed  rights,  and  to  wage  the  horrors  of  barbarous  war 
a-ainft  our  brethren  *.  '  Our  army,  familiarized  to  the 
horrid  fcenes  of  favage  cruelty,  could  no  longer  boaft  of  the 
noble  and  generous  principles  which  dignify  a  foldier. 

No  man,  he  faid,  wiflied  more  for  the  due  dependence 
of  America  on  this  countiy  than  himfelf:  to  preferve  it, 
and  not  to  confirm  that  ftate  of  independence  into  which 
the  conduit  of  government  hitherto  had  driven  them,  was 
the  obiedt  which  parliament  ought  to  unite  in  attaining. 
America  derived  affiftance  and  protedion  from  us,  and  we 
reaped  from  her  the  molt  important  advantages.  She  was 
indeed  the  fountain  of  our  wealth,  the  nerve  of  our  ftrength, 
the  nurfery  and  bails  of  our  naval  power.  It  is  our  duty, 
therefore,  if  we  wiih  to  fave  our  country,  ferioufly  to  en¬ 
deavour  the  recovery  of  t’nefe  beneficial  fuojedls :  and  in 

*  Xt  is  pleating  to  record  inftances  of  genuine  goodnefs  of  heart  and 
ditinterefted  philanthropy,  which  leads  us  to  infert  here  the  conduft  of  Go¬ 
vernor  Pownal  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  (February  6,  1778),  when  the 
lubjeft  of  the  Indian  war  was  under  difeuftion.  That  benevolent  man 
propofed,  as  a  means  of  putting  a  ftep  to  the  horrid  cruelties  of  the 
American  favages,  that  the  two  countries  fhoulu  mutually,  in  the  fpmt 
0f  good  faith,  break  off  all  alliance  with  thefe  blood-hounds  of  war,  en¬ 
gage  to  treat  them  as  enemies  whenever  they  fhould  commit  an  a£l  of 
hoffilitv  agamft  any  white  perfon,  whether  Euiopean  or  Ameiican, 
whereby  all  the  dreadful  fcenes  of  indiferiminate  murder  would  be  pre¬ 
vented.  If  government,  he  faid,  would  propofe  to  Congrefs,  the  terms 
©f  fuch  an  agreement,  he  would  anfwer  for  it  that  the  Congrefs  would 
embrace  them,  and  execute  them  with  good  faith.  Such  a  difpolition, 
and  fuch  an  overture,  he  faid,  might  be  productive  of  the  happieti  confe- 
quences  ;  it  might  lead  to  the  mutual  performance  of  good  offices,  and  lay 
the  foundation  of  a  more  extentive  treaty,  which,  by  prudent  management, 
might  be  brought  to  terminate  in  peace  5  and  he  offered  to  go  himfelf,  if 
government  would  adopt  the  meafure,  and  parliament  ratify  it,  without 
pay,  or  the  hope  of  any  reward,  and  make  thepropofal  to  Congrefs,  and 
would  anfwer  with  his  life  for  the  fuccefs  that  would  attend  it. 
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this  perilous  ends,  perhaps  the  prefent  moment  m iy  be  tfa<J 
only  one  in  which  we  can  hope  for  fuccefs  *,  for  in  their 
negotiations  with  France,  they  have,  or  think  they  have, 
reafon  to  complain:  though  it  be  notorious,  that  they  have 
received  from  that  power  important  fupplies  and  abidance 
of  various  kinds ;  yet  it  is  certain,  they  exped  it  in  a  more 
dec! five  and  immediate  degree.  America  is  in  an  ill  humour 
with  France  on  fome  points  that  have  not  entirely  an¬ 
swered  her  expectations,  let  us  wi fely  take  advantage  of 
every  poflible  moment  of  reconciliation.  America  and 
France  cannot  he  congenial.  There  is  fomething  decifive 
and  confirmed  in  the  honed:  American,  that  will  not  affimi- 
late  to  the  futility  and  levity  of  Frenchmen.  The  natural 
difpofition  of  America  dill  leans  towards  England,  and  the 
old  habits  of  connection  and  mutual  intered  that  united 
both  countries.  This  was  the  edablidied  fentiment  of  all 
the  continent,  and  dull,  my  Lords,  in  the  great  and  prin¬ 
cipal  part,  the  found  part  of  America,  this  wife  and  affec¬ 
tionate  difpofition  prevails* 

The  defigns  of  foreign  powers,  he  faid,  was  to  be 
judged  of  rather  by  their  adtions,  and  the  nature  of  things* 
than  by  intereded  afiertions*  The  uniform  abidance  ren¬ 
dered  to  America  by  France,  {hewed  the  difpofition  of  that 
kingdom.  The  mod  important  intereds  of  France,  in  ag¬ 
grandizing  and  enriching  herfelf  with  what  fhe  mod  wants, 
fupplies  of  every  naval  dore  from  America,  mud  infpire 
her  with  fentiments  not  pacific  towards  England.  In  this 
complicated  cribs  of  danger,  weaknefs  at, home,  and  cala^ 
mity  abroad,  terrified  and  infulted  by  the  neighbouring 

*  This  warning  voice  was  heard  in  vain  j  and  in  lefs  than  two  months 
after,  a  commercial  treaty  was  figned  at  Paris  5  upon  which  event  the  Mi- 
nifter eagerly  adopted  the  falutary  plan  of  conduct  hereadvifed  5  but  it  was 
then  too  late  5  the  Americans  law  that  the  overture  was  dictated  by  fear, 
and  that  it  tended  only  to  ailuie  them  to  break  their  faith  with  France* 
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powers;  unable  to  aft  in  America,  or  afling  only  to  be 
deftroyed,  he  afked,  where  was  the  man  with  the  forehead 
to  promife  or  hope  for  fuccefs  in  fuch  a  fixation  ?  You 
cannot  conciliate  America  by  your  prefent  meafures ;  you 
cannot  fubdue  her  by  your  prefent,  or  by  any  meafures.- 
What  then  can  you  do  ?  You  cannot  conquer,  you  cannot 
gain,  but  you  can  addrefs  ;  you  can  lull  the  fears  and 
anxieties  of  the  moment  into  an  ignorance  of  the  danger 
that  fhould  produce  them. 

His  Lordfhipthen  propofed  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs 

xx/hirH  recommended  an  immediate  ceflation 
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men  obtained  in  confequence  of  thefc  corporate  and  private 
fubfcriptions  were  faid.to  amount  to  15,000. 

When  the  parliament  aflembled  after  the  Eafter  recefs 
this  mode  of  raifing  troops  without  the  concurrence  or 
knowledge  of  the  legiflature,  was  objected  to  as  highly  un_ 
conftitutional,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  this  coun- 
try ;  it  being  the  foie  and  unalterable  right  of  parliament 
to  grant  money  and  men  for  the  fervice  of  the  ftatei  The 
plan  on  which  thefe  benevolences  were  conduced,  was 
equally  cenfured,  becaufe  it  was  calculated  to  ferve  a  few 
men  of  influence,  who  were  complimented  with  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  naming  the  officers,  the  purchafe  money  of  whofe 
commiffioiis,  it  was  faid,  would  greatly  exceed  the  whole 
expence  of  raifing  the  men.  The  full  amount  of  the  gra¬ 
tuities  was  calculated  at  8c, cool,  and  the  nation  incurred 
an  expence  of  not  lefs  than  480,000!.  by  the  full  and  half 
pay  of  the  officers,  with  the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the  men. 
It  was  likewife  aflbrted,  that  the  only  (Economical  plan 
would  have  been  to  offer  bounties  to  recruits  entering  to  ferve 
in  the  old  regiments,  which  plan  had  been  adopted  by  the 
city  of  London  in  the  laft  war,  and  was  found  to  render 
efTential  fervice  to  the  army  at  a  cheap  rate. 

1 

WhM  thofe  who  were  flrenuous  for  purfuing,  at  all 
events,  the  American  war,  had  now  an  opportunity^  con¬ 
tributing  their  benevolences  to  it,  people  of  a  contrary  fen- 
timent,  found  another  channel  through  which  their  bounty 
flowed.  The  American  prif oners,  at  that  time  confined  in 
England,  fuffered  many  hardfihips,  which  the  fubfiftence 
allowed  them  by  government,  if  faithfully  dealt  out  to 
them,  couid  not  be  fuppofed  to  remove,  and  which  were 
increafed,  in  many  infiances,  by  the  inhumanity  and  cruelty 
■* ■  cePcr$*  To  relieve  thefe  unhappy  men,  a  fub- 
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cloaths,  firing,  bedding  and  other  necellaries,  during  the 
winter. 


On  the  30th  of  January,  1778,  a  treaty  of  commerce 


the  week  after,  a  treaty  of  alliance  was  executed.  The 
Earl  of  Shelburne,  on  the  5th  of  December,  had  put  the 
queffion  to  the  miniftry,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  whether 
iuch  a  tranfadtion  had  not  taken  place  ?  which  they  then 


difclaimred  any  knowledge  of,  but  on  the  17th  of  February, 
Lord  North  brought  in  two  bills  tending  to  a  reconciliaticn 


with  America.  The  firft  was  exprefsly  defigned  to  remove 
all  doubts  and  apprehenfions  concerning  taxation  by  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in  any  of  the  Colonies,  Pro¬ 
vinces,  and  Plantations  of  North- America  and  the  Weft- 

'  e 

Indies,  and  it  alfo  repealed  the  act  of  parliament  which  im- 
pofed  the  duty  on  tea.  The  other  bill  enabled  his  Majeffy 


to  appoint  Commifiioners  with  fufficient  powers  to  treat, 
confult,  and  agree  upon  the  means  of  quieting  the  diforders 
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ancient  conflitution,  as  it  flood  before  the  troubles ;  and  in 
any  of  thofe  where  the  King  nominated  the  Governors, 
Council,  Judges,  or  other  magiftrates,  to  nominate  fuch 
at  their  difcretion,  until  his  Majefly’s  further  pleafure  could 
be  known. 

,  V 

It  had  been  objedled  to  the  former  Commifiioners,  that 
their  powers  were  deficient  :  this  a£t  therefore  declared, 
that  fhould  the  Americans  claim  their  independence  at  the 
outlet  of  the  treaty,  they  fhould  not  be  required  to  renounce 
it,  until  the  treaty  had  received  its  final  ratification  by  the 
King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  A  reafonable  and 
moderate  contribution  towards  the  common  defence  of  the 
empire,  when  re-united,  was  to  be  negotiated  for,  but  fuch 
contribution  was  not  to  be  infilled  upon  as  a  fine  qua  non  of 
the  treaty. 

% 

#  v 

The  concefiions  which  the  Britifh  Parliament  hereby 
made  to  America,  were  much  more  ample  than  thofe  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Earl  of  Chatham  and  Mr.  Burke,  three  years 
before,  but  which  were  then  unhappily  difapproved.  It 
was  the  opinion  of  feveral  members,  that  a  repeal  of  all  the 
obnoxious  adds  fhould  be  a  preliminary  to  any  treaty,  in- 
flead  of  being  held  out  to  them  in  future.  The  minority, 
in  general,  fupported  the  bills,  though  fome  of  them  de¬ 
clared,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  offer  would  arrive  too 
late.  Both  the  bills  palled  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the 
2d  of  March,  were  carried  through  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
without  a  divifion,  and  were  paffed  the  9th  of  the  fame 
month. 

On  the  17th  of  March,  a  meffage  from  his  Majefly  was 
prefented  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  relative  to  a  decla- 
tion  delivered  to  Lord  Weymouth  by  M.  de  Noailles,  the 

French 
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French  Ambaflklor,  fignifying,  in  form,  the  treaty  of 
friendftiip  and  commerce  which  had  been  entered  into  with 
the  States  of  America.  It  deferibed  thofe  States  as  being  in 
full  poffeflion  of  independence,  and  declared  that  the  con¬ 
tracting  parties  had  paid  great  attention  not  to  flipulate  any 
exclufive  advantages  in  favour  of  the  French  nation,  and 
the  United  States  had  referved  the  liberty  of  treating  with 
every  nation  whatever,  upon  the  fame  footing  of  equity  and 
reciprocity.  It  expreffed  a  defire  that  the  good  harmony 
fubfifting  between  Great  Britain  and  the  court  of  France, 
might  not  be  altered  by  fucb  a  ftep,  and  an  expectation 
that  the  commerce  between  France  and  America,  would 
not  be  interrupted,  and  fignified  that  at  all  events  the 
French  King  was  determined  to  protect  effectually  the  law¬ 
ful  commerce  of  his  fubjects,  and  to  maintain  the  dignity 
of  his  flag. 

In  confequence  of  this  declaration,  his  Majefly  ac¬ 
quainted  his  Parliament,  that'Ee  had  recalled  his  Ambaf- 
fador  from  the  court  of  France,  and  ftiould  depend  upon 
Parliament  forfupport,  which  was  promifed  in  the  flrongefl 
terms  of  loyalty  and  affection.  A  declaration  of  war  againft 
France  would  no  doubt  have  immediately  followed  the 
King’s  meffage,  if  an  opinion  had  not  prevailed,  that 
America  was  at  liberty  to  make  peace,  without  confulting 
her  ally,  unlefs  England  declared  war. 

^  * 

The  Hiflory  of  Europe  might  perhaps  be  confuted  in 
vain5  to  find  a  more  aflonifhing  inftance  of  blindnefs  and 
infatuation  than  that  fhewed  by  the  Britifh  miniflry  during 
the  progrefs  of  this  treaty.  That  fuch  an  alliance  was  ne¬ 
gotiating  at  Verfailles,  had  been  confidently  declared  in 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  from  the  very  commencement 
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of  the  fefiion  and  a  variety  or  open  and  apparent  circurh- 
ffances,  rendered  the  information  highly  probable.  The 
intelligence  communicated  to  government  by  our  Ambaf- 
fador  at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  not  having  been  laid  before 
Parliament,  cannot  be  fully  known.  Indeed,  inftances  are 
not  wanting,  of  the  moil  important  meafures  having  been 
concerted,  under  the  very  eye  of  an  Ambaffador,  whofe 
country  was  deeply  interefted  in  the  confequences,  without 
his  being  at  all  apprized  ot  the  dtfigns,  Walfingbam,  a 
man  of  diftinguifhed  penetration,  was  in  perfect  ignorance 
of  the  intended  maffacre  at  Pari?,  until  the  night  when  that 
bloody  tragedy  was  adted  ;  and  the  Marquis  of  Albyville, 
the  Engliih  minifter  at  the  Hague,  gave  no  certain  intel¬ 
ligence  of  the  destination  of  the  armament  which  was  pre¬ 
paring  in  Holland  to  tranfport  the  Piince  of  Orange  to 
England,  until  King  James  had  been  apprized  of  it  from 
various  quarters. 

Indecifion  and  procrastination  had  too  long  marked  the 
conduct  of  adminillration,  infomuch  that  M.  de  Noailles, 
the  French  Ambaffador,  on  his  departure  from  London,  de¬ 
scribed  the  Britilh  councils  as  fo  totally  undetermined  and 
indecifive  in  every  matter,  whether  of  public  or  private 
concern,  that  he  never  could  get  a  pofnive  anfwer  from  the 
minifters,  upon  any  bufinefs,  whether  of  Small  or  of  the 
highefl  importance.  How  different  were  the  Sentiments  of 

*  It  is  a  (felted  by  Silas  Deane,  an  American  Deputy,  who  figned 
the  commercial  alliance  on  the  part  of  the  States,  that  Arthur  Lee, 
one  of  fiis  colleagues,  immediately  on  Signing  the  inftfument,  that 
very  night,  tranfmitted  the  following  mercantile  epiftle  to  tke  Earl  of 

S - n.  il  This  day,  the  new  partnerfhip  was  figned  and  fealed,  and 

the  new  Houfe  will  begin  to  proceed  to  bufinefs  immediately.  If  the 
old  Hcufe  means  to  have  any  thing  to  do  farther,  and  means  honeftly, 
it  mult  make  its  propofals  immediately.” 
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M.  de  Bufly,  when  he  returned  home  from  his  fruitlefs  ne¬ 
gotiation  eighteen  years  before  !  But  the  helm  of  ftate  was 
then  under  the  guidance  of  another  pilot'*. 


Such  being  the  fatal  propenfities  which  predominated,  the 
navy  of  England  was  now  found  to  be  in  no  condition  to 
revenge  the  infult  offered  by  France;  w’nilft  a  fleet  conftfting 
of  twelve  fhips  of  the  line,  fix  frigates,  fourteen  ftore-fhips, 
with  6000  troops,  under  thecommand  of  the  Countd’Eftaing, 
failed  fromToulon,  immediately,  upon  the  French  court  being 
informed  of  the  reception,  which  its  declaration  had  met  with 
at  St.  James’s  f.  It  is  warrantable  to  take  council  even 
from  an  enemy  ;  the  condudf  of  England  towards  France, 
in  the  year  1755,  was  now  adopted  by  her  antagoniff  ; 
meafures  were  taken  to  flrike  a  deciflve  ftroke  while  the  two 
kingdoms  remained  at  peace.  It  could  not  be  doubted 
that  this  force  was  deflined  for  America,  but  much  time  was 
loft  before  a  fleet  could  be  got  ready  to  make  head  again  ft 
it.  The  arfenah  at  Portfmouth  could  not  fupply  the  re- 
quifite  (lores  cr  rigging,  and  the  want  of  feamen  impeded 
every  operation.  At  length  Admiral  Byron,  with  twelve 
fail  of  the  line,  put  to  feaj:  but  before  we  follow  thefe  hoftiie 
fleets,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  fpcak  of  the  tranfa&ions  in 
Parliament. 

.  ;i  f  ,  1 

On  the  2 d  of  April,  Earl  Nugent  moved,  that  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  Houfe  fhould  be  appointed  toconfiderof 
the  trade  of  Ireland,  which  had  feverely  fuffered  by  the 

war  with  America,  a  flop  having  been  thereby  pu»,  in  a 

/ 

*  Charles  the  Second  complained  to  a  Dutch  Ambaflfador,  that  the 
States  paid  lefs  regard  to  him  than  they  had  done  to  Cromwell  5  to  which 
the  Dutchman,  with  phlegmatic  franknefs,  replied,  “  Ah,  Sir,  Oliver* 
was  quite  another  fort  of  a  man.” 


t  April .13,  1778, 
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great  meafure,  to  the  exportation  of  manufa&ures  fron\ 
thence,  hence  a  large  body  of  the  people  were  deprived 
of  their  ftated  employments,  and  rendered  deftitute  of  the 
means  of  fubfifting.  The  decreafe  of  trade  was  ftill  more 
feverely  felt,  in  confequence  of  very  heavy  additions  which 
had  been  recently  made  to  the  civil  eftablifhment,  by  the 
increafe  of  penfions,  and  other  burdenfcme  appointments, 
The  relief  folicited  was,  to  take  off  feme  of  the  many  re- 
ftridlions,  which  cramped  both  the  export  and  import  trade 
of  that  kingdom.  Such  an  innovation  alarmed  the  mer-? 
chants  of  Briffol  and  Liverpool  no  lefs  than  the  manu- 
fa£lurers  in  Lancafiiire,  and  the  county  of  Nottingham,  * 
the  members  for  which  places  ffrenuoufly  oppofed  the  ad- 
million  of  Ireland  to  a  participation  of  the  rights  of  Britifh 

t 

fubjects.  Mr.  Burke,  who  had  been  chofen  as  a  repre- 
Tentative  of  the  city  of  Briffol,  by  the  free  votes  of  the 
citizens,  without  any  expence,  on  this  cccafion,  found 
himfelf  in  a  moft  unpleafant  fituation.  The  prejudices  en¬ 
tertained  by  his  ccnftituents  were  too  violent  to  be  com¬ 
bated,  but  the  juffice,  the  expediency,  and  even  the  necef- 
fity  of  the  grant,  urged  him  ftrongly  in  its  favour  ;  at 
the  fame  time  it  appeared  to  him  in  no  refpedl  to  interfere 
with  the  intereffs  of  Briffol,  or  of  any  other  part  of  this 
kingdom  ;  he  therefore  nobly  renouncing  all  private  views  and 
expedlances,  came  forward,  and  with  a  degree  of  public 
fpirit  that  would  have  done  him  honour  in  the  moft  virtuous 
times,  became  the  champion  of  an  opprefled  and  fufFering 
people. t  He  confuted  very  ably,  the  principle  laid  down, 
that  Ireland  could  not  be  indulged  in  a  free  trade,  without 
her  becoming  a  rival  to  Great  Britain.  The  free  ex¬ 
portation  of  fail  cloth  and  manufactured  iron  fhe  had  long 
enjoyed  without  any  inconvenience  being  felt  in  this 
country,  from  whence  he  inferred  that  the  other  matters  of 
apprehension  would  be  found  equally  grbundlefs.  A  few 
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years  before,  an  a£t  had  been  pafled,  allowing  a  free  im- 
portation  of  woollen  yam  from  Ireland  ;  the  manu¬ 
facturers  in  England  oppofed  the  bill,  but  they  were  not 
able  to  throw  it  out,  and  experience  has  fince  led  them  to 
acknowledge  its  beneficial  tendency.  A  participation  of 
manufacture,  he  faid,  could  not  poflibly  be  detrimental  to 
this  country,  there  was  certainly  room  enough  in  the  world 
for  the  trade  of  two  fuch  iflands  as  thefe.  He  obferved, 
that  although  the  internal  wealth  and  the  external  advan¬ 
tages  of  trade  and  commerce,  are  forty  times  greater  in  En¬ 
gland  than  in  Ireland,  yet  the  latter  is  taxed  in  proportion 
to  one  fourth  of  England,  which  fhould  incline  this  country 
to  promote  the  means  of  her  acquiring  wealth.  He  la¬ 
mented  that  it  could  happen  in  any  one  inftance,  that  his 
confcience  fhould  direCI  him  to  take  a  part  contrary  to  the 
opinion  of  his  conftituents.  It  had  been  his  invariable  aim 
to  proteCI  their  rights  and  interefts,  and  to  aCt  at  all  times 
as  became  the  fenator  and  reprefentative  of  the  people.  In 
this  inftance  he  had  dared  to  aCt  contrary  to  the  wifhes, 
though  he  was  fenfible  not  to  the  interefts,  of  his  confti- 
tuents  ;  and  if  from  his  conduCl  in  this  bufinefs,  he  fhould 
be  deprived  of  his  feat  in  that  houfe,  as  he  apprehended  he 
might,  he  had  the  fatisfaClion  of  being  fully  aflured,  that 
he  fhould  fuffer  in  the  very  caufe  of  thofe  who  had  infliCted 
the  punifhment.  He  fhould  not  blame  his  conftituents  if 
they  did  rejeCb  him  ;  the  event  would  afford  a  very  ufeful 
example  :  on  the  one  hand,  of  a  fenator  inflexibly  adhering 
to  his  opinion  againfl:  intereft  and  againfl:  popularity  ;  and 
on  the  other,  of  conftituents  exercifing  their  undoubted 
right  of  reje&ion  ;  not  on  corrupt  motives,  but  from  their 
perfuafion,  that  he  whom  they  had  chofen,  had  aCled  againfl 
the  judgment  and  intereft  of  thofe  he  reprefented*. 

Notwithftanding 

*  Thefe  apprehenfions  were  verified  at  the  general  election  in  1780, 
when  Mr.*  Burke  lolt  his  ele&ion  for  Briftol:  previous  to  which,  in  a 
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1  .  I 

Notwithftanding  the  Houfe  feemed  well  difpofed  to  adopt 
the  bill,  } ct  it  was  not  carried  through,  and  from  home 
events  which  afterwards  turned  up,  it  does  not  appear  im¬ 
probable,  that  the  feeret  interpofition  of  the  minifler  proved 
fatal  to  it,  although  he  openly  fupported  it. 

4 

The  fevere  laws  which  are  in  force  againft  Roman  ca¬ 
tholics,  diftinguifh  this  country  from  every  other  Proteftant 
Hate  in  Europe,  whilft  the  inoffenfive  condudf  of  that  bodv, 
for  a  feries  of  years,  had  entitled  them  to  fome  relief  from 
government.  In  the  perilous  fituation  into  which  the  nation 
was  now  brought,  when  an  immediate  invallon  from  France 
was  threatened,  and  which  we  wTere  very  ill  prepared  to 
refift,  a  petition  from  the  body  of  Roman  Catholics,  finned 
by  almoft  every  gentleman  of  that  perfuafion,  of  note  or 
property  in  England,  was  prefented  to  the  King,  Hrongiy 
expreffive  of  their  loyalty  and  attachment  to  his  perfon  and 

government.  Nothing,  therefore,  could  more  dire&lymeet 

* 

fpcech  to  the  electors,  fraught  with  true  dignity  and  ftrong  argument,  he 
defended  his  conduct  in  this  bufinefs,  as  follows  :  “  It  was  a  painful, 
hut  neceffary  part  of  my  duty,  to  i\ad  what  was  approaching  in  Ireland, 
in  the  black  and  bloody  characters  of  the  American  war.  I  did  not  obey 
yGur  inftruclions  :  No.  I  conformed  to  the  inftru&ions  of  truth  and 
nature,  and  maintained  your  inierefls  againft  your  opinions,  wiihaccn- 
ftancy  that  became  me.  A  reprefer)  tative  worthy  of  you,  ought  to  be 
a  perfon  of  liability.  I  am  to  look  indeed  to  your  opinions  5  but  to  fuch 
opinions  as  you  and  I  mujl  have  five  years  hence.  I  was  not  to  look  to 
the  flafh  of  the  day.  I  knew  that  you  chofe  me,  in  my  place,  along  with 
others,  to  be  a  pillar  of  the  ftate,  and  not  a  weathercock  on  the  top  of 
the  edifice,  exalted  for  my  levity  and  verfatility,  and  of  no  ufe  but  to> 
indicate  the  fhiftings  of  every  fafhionable  gale.  Would  to  God  the 
value  of  my  fentiments  on  Ireland  and  on  America,  had  been  at  this  day 
a  fubjecl  of  doubt  and  difcuffion  !  No  matter  what  my  bufferings  had  been, 
fo  that  this  kingdom  had  kept  the  authority  I  wilbed  .it  to  maintain,  by 
a  grave  forefight,  and  by  an  eauitable  temperance  in  the  ufe  of  its 
power.” 

the 
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the  w ’ulies  of  the  court,  than  to  (hew  a  proper  fenfe  of  this 
attachment ;  but  the  dread  of  incurring  popular  refentment, 
would,  moft  probably,  have  prevented  the  fmalleft  exertion 
in  their  behalf.  It  muft  be  coniidered  as  a  piece  of  fubtile 
policy,  for  government  to  efFeft  fo  defirable  an  objed  by 
means  of  the  members  who  compofed  the  oppofition  3  a  fet 
of  men  whom  venal  pens  and  tongues  had  branded  with  the 
moft  opprobrious  epithets,  becaufe  they  held  opinions  on 
great  political  points,  eftential  to  the  well-being  of  the  ftate, 

'  which  were  repugnant  to  the  minifterial  creed.  It  appears, 
however,  from  their  conduct  in  this  inftance,  that  their 
•zeal  to  ferve  the  caufe  of  humanity,  rendered  them  indif¬ 
ferent  to  the  fuggeftions  of  felf-intereft,  or  to  the  clamours 
of  men  under  the  influence  of  an  intolerant  fpirit :  it  even 
fubje&ed  them  to  the  imputation  of  being  made  the  dupes 
of  crafty  ftatefmen. 

.  # 

/  »  _ 

On  the  14th  of  May,  1778,  Sir  George  Savile  *  brought 
a  bill  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  the  repeal  of  the 

ad 

*  The  following  chara&er  of  this  Baronet  deferves  a  place  here.— 
He  is  a  true  genius  ;  with  an  underftanding  vigorous,  acute,  re¬ 
fined  3  diftinguifhing  even  to  excefs  3  and  illuminated  with  a  moft 
unbounded,  peculiar,  and  original  call  of  imagination.  With  thefe  he 
poflefles  many  external  and  inftrumental  advantages  ;  and  he  makes  ufe 
of  them  all.  His  fortune  is  among  the  largeft  ;  a  fortune  which,  wholly 
unincumbred  as  it  is,  with  one  tingle  charge  from  luxury,  vanity,  or 
excefs,  finks  under  the  benevolence  of  its  difpenfer.  This  private  be¬ 
nevolence,  expanding  itfelf  into  patriotifm,  renders  his  whole  being  the 
eftate  of  the  public,  in  which  he  has  not  referved  a  pecutium  for  himfelf 
of  profit,  diverfion,  or  relaxation.  During  the  feftion,  the  firft  in,  and 
the  laft  out  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  j  he  paftes  from  the  fenate  to  the 
camp  3  and,  feldcm  feeing  the  feat  of  his  anceftors,  he  is  always  in  Par¬ 
liament  to  ferve  his  country,  or  in  the  field  to  defend  it.  But  in  all 
well-wrought  compofitions,  fome  particulars  ftand  out  more  eminently 
tb ai?  the  reft  j  and  the  things  which  will  carry  his  name  to  pofterity,  are 

his 
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•  \  » 

a&of  10  and  II  W.  III.  entitled,  “  An  A£l  to  prevent  the 

further  Growth  of  Popery  which  to  the  many  pains  and 
penalties  before  inflicted,  by  a  variety  of  a£ts  of  parliament, 
added,  a  prohibition  to  popifh  priefts  officiating  in  the  fervice 
©r  that  church  ;  foreigners  fo  offending  were  made  guilty  of 
felony,  and  natives  of  this  kingdom,  of  high  treafon.  Popifh 
heirs,  educated  in  foreign  countries,  incurred  a  forfeiture 
of  their  eftates,  which  defeended  to  the  next  proteftant  heir  : 
a  fon,  being  a  proteftant,  was  empowered  to  difpoftefs  his 
father,  being  a  papift,  of  his  eftate,  and  members  of  that 
communion  were  incapacitated  from  purchafing  landf. 

The 

\  4  - 

his  two  bills  $  I  mean  that  for  a  limitation  of  the  claims  of  the  crown 

« 

apon  landed  e Hates  5  and  this  for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholics. 
By  the  former,  he  has  emancipated  property  ;  by  the  latter,  he  has 
quieted  confcience  ;  and  by  both,  he  has  taught  that  grand  leffon  to  go¬ 
vernment  and  fubjeeb— *no  longer  to  regard  each  other  as  adverfe 
parties.. 

Such  was  the  mover  of  the  a<5l  that  is  complained  of  by  men,  who  are 
not  quite  fo  good  as  he  is  j  an  act,  moft  alTuredly  not  brought  in  by  him 
from  any  partiality  to  that  feCt  which  is  the  obj-eCl  of  it.  For*  among 
his  faults,  may  be  reckoned  a  greater  degree  of  prejudice  againft  that 
people,  than  becomes  fo  wife  a  man.  He  inclines  to  a  fort  of  difo-ulh 
mixed  with  a  eonfiderable  degree  of  afperity  to  the  fyftem  5  and  he  has- 
few,  or  rather  no  habits  with  any  of  its  profeffors.  What  he  did,  was 
on  quite  other  motives.  The  motives  were  thefe,  which  he  declared  in 
his  excellent  fpeech  on  his  motion  for  the  bill  j  namely,  his  extreme  zeal 
zo  the  Proteltant  religion,  which  he  thought  utterly  difgraced  by  tUe  a<5h 
sf  1699  5  and  his  rooted  hatred  to  all  kind  of  eppreffien,  tinder  any  co¬ 
lour  or  upon  any  pretence  whrtfoever, 

f  B  (hop  Burnet,  in  the  Hiftory  of  hrs  own  Times,  gvo,  Edition  Ilf. 

3 3  7>  informs  us,  that  after  the  peace  of  Ryfwick  (1697),  a  great 
fwarm  of  priefls  came  over  to  England,  not  only  thofe  whom  the  re¬ 
volution  had  frightened  away,  but  many  new  men,  who  were  faid  to 
boai.1  the  favour  and  protection  of  which  they  were  affured.  Some  ene¬ 
mies  of  government  gave  it  out,  that  the  favouring  that  religion  was  3 
article  of  the  peace  ,  a.ud  fo  abfurd  is  malice  and  calumny,  that  the 

Jacobites. 
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The  propriety  of  granting  relief  to  a  body  of  men  who 
a&ed  confcientioufly,  appeared  fo  clearly  to  the  Houfe,  that 
the  bill  was  palled  without  a  difienting  voice.  Whereby 
the  fubje&s  of  Great  Britain,  profeffing  the  Romifh  faith 
were  permitted  to  perform  their  rites  of  worfhip,  were  ren¬ 
dered  capable  of  inheriting  or  purchafing  real  eftates,  upon 
fubfcribing  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King,  and  folemnly 
declaiming  the  do&rine  of  the  Pope’s  authority  over  this 
realm,  or  his  power  of  abfolving  the  fubje£ls  of  it  from 
their  obligations  to  the  government  as  by  law  eftablifhed*, 
Do&rines  which  had  prevailed  in  times  of  fuperftitious  ig¬ 
norance,  but  which  had  long  been  forgotten  by  the  Apo- 
ftolical  vicar  at  Rome,  and  were  no  longer  held  facred 
cither  by  the  priefthood  or  laity.  The  fpirit  of  perfecution  „ 
is  happily  extinguished  in  many  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
countries  in  Europe,  even  the  mo  ft  rigid  kingdoms  have 
relaxed  their  feverity.  Such  a  liberality  of  fentiment  well 
deferves  imitation.  The  King  of  Prufiia  has  long  fince 

Jacobites  began  to  fay,  that  the  King  was  either  of  that  religion,  or  at 
leatt  a  favourer  of  it. — Upon  this,  fome  propofed  this  bill.  Thofe  who 
brought  it  into  the  Koufe  of  Commons,  hoped  that  the  court  would  have 
oppofed  it  ;  but  the  court  promoted  the  bill.  So  when  the  party  faw 
their  midake,  they  feemed  willing  to  let  the  bill  fall ;  and  when  that  could 
net  be  done,  they  clogged  it  with  many  fevere,  and  fome  unreafonable 
claufes,  hoping  that  the  Lords  would  not  pafs  the  aft  ;  and  it  wasfaid, 
that  if  the  Lords  fhouldmake  the  lead  alteration  in  it,  they  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  who  had  fet  it  on,  were  refolved  to  let  it  lie  cn  their  table, 
when  it  diould  be  fent  back  to  them.  Many  Lords,  who  fecretly  fa¬ 
voured  papids,  on  the  Jacobite  account,  did,  for  this  very  reafon,  move 
for  feveral  alterations;  fome  of  thefe  importing  a  greater  feverity  ;  but' 
the  zeal  againft  popery  was  fuch  in  that  Houfe,  that  the  bill  paffed  with¬ 
out  any  amendment,  and  it  had  the  Royal  aflent. 

*  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  original  draft  of  this  a<5l  of  W.  II L 
as  fil'd:  brought  into  the  Houfe,  aimed  at  nothing  more  than  obliging  the 
Roman  Catholics  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  and  the 
tdt,  the  two  drd:  of  which  are  now  enjoined  them.  See  Burnet  ut  Jupra . 
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p0  U>C  iVa'V’_.  b-v  caufing  a  popifli  church  to  be  built  at 
Bci:;u3  the  foundation  ftone  of  which  was  laid  in  his  own 

name.  In  an  enlightened  age,  it  is  not  poffible,  that  the 
tenets  of  popery  fttculd  gain  ground  in  a  proteftant  country. 


A  committee  of  enquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  was 
appointed  in  each  Houle  of  Parliament,  which  fat  early  in 
the  month  of  February,  1778.  This  was  propofed  in  the 
upper  Houfe  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  in  the  lower 
by  his  nephew,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fox.  Colonel  Barre  diftin- 
guifhcd  himfelf  greatly,  in  his  attempts  to  corredt  the  abufes 
which  prevailed  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money, 
and  Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerke  endeavoured  to  obtain  an 
t0  r'“:am  any  perfon,  being  a  member  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  from  being  concerned  himfelf,  or  any  perfon  in 
truft  for  him,  in  any  contradl  made  by  the  Commiffioners  of 
his  Majefty’s  Treafury,  or  Navy,  the  Board  of  Ordnance, 
or  by  any  other  perfon  or  perfons,  for  the  public  fervice, 
unleis  the  faid  contradl  (hall  be  made  at  a  public  bidding. 
Mr.  Alderman  Harley  was  the  principal  fpeaker  againft  the 
bill,  which  however  was  lupported  by  a  great  number  of 
independent  members,  and  was  at  length  loft  by  only  two 
votes  *, 


The  enquiries  into  the  Hate  of  the  nation  were  purfued 
i,  r  upwan.s  01  two  months.  1  he  vaft  fums  voted  for  the 
fervice  or  the  navy,  during  the  laft  eight  years,  and  the  bad 
condition  in  which  that  national  defence  was  fuppofed  to 
bt,  notwithftanding  fuch  ample  provifion,  were  urged  as 
proofs  of  great  negligence  or  peculation  in  that  department, 
but  the  minifterial  party  had  the  addrefs  to  counteract  every 
attempt  to  bring  before  the  Houfes  fuch  evidence  as  was  re- 
quifuc  to  eftabliih  fadts,  and  thereby  to  warrant  a  refolution 

*  1  *’ 5  t0  ”3'  May  4,  177S. 
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©fcenfur e.  Tbe  tranfport-fervice  was  become  an  article 
©f  expence  beyond  all  precedent  or  imagination.  At  length 
an  adclrefs  to  his  Majefty  was  propoled  in  the  Houfe  ot 
Lords,  ftrongly  cxpreflive  o(f  cenlure  on  tiie  Kings  mini- 
ffers  j  de  (bribing,  in  emphatical  terms,  the  lone  to  vvnicn  the 
nation  was  reduced,  and  praying. that  his  Majefty  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  put  an  end  to  the  fyftem  which  had 
prevailed  in  his  court  and  adminiflration,  to  the  difgiace 
and  ruin  of  the  kingdom.  The  minority  were  much  di¬ 
vided  in  opinion  concerning  the  propriety  of  immediately 
acknowledging  the  independence  or  America.  1  he  t.ddrefs 
being  rejected,  a  noble  Earl  proposed,  that  taCiC  .lumbers 
who  fupported  it,  fihould  wait  upon  the  King  and 'preient  it, 
but  fuch  a  fpirited  proceeding  was  not  adopted. 

During  a  very  animated  debate  in  the  Fipufe  of  Lords,  on 
the  day  that  the  committee  for  enquiring  into  the  flats  of 
the  nation  clofed  that  buhnefs,  the  Eail  oi  Chatham,  whofe 
viperous  mind,  on  fo  momentous  an  o c c a fi o n ,  endeavoured 
to  iliake  off  the  preffure  of  bodily  infirmities,  having  fpokeu 
with  great  vehemence,  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a  fainting- 
fir,  which  he  furvived  but  a  fhort  time.  On  the  nth  of 
May  this  truly  great  man  religned  his  breath,  in  the  fixtietb 

year  of  his  age. 

This  country  may  exult  as  much  in  having  produced  a 
Pitt,  as  in  giving  birth  to  a  Milton  or  a  Newton,  his  ge¬ 
nius,  like  theirs,  being  great  and  original.  Nature  had 
given  him  every  bodily  and  mental  qualification  of  an  orator. 
A  graceful  figure,  a  piercing  eye,  a  voice  flrong  and  clear, 
which,  through  a  variety  of  cadences,  was  harmonious  and 
infinuatine.  He  had  ffudied  the  mafler  of  Grecian  elo- 

O 

quence  with  the  difeernment  of  a  kindred  fpirit  :  poffeiTing 
a  fancy  equally  playful,  he  wielded  thunder  equally  m 

jeftic. 
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jeftic.  Whilfl  he  rivalled  antiquity  in  the  powers  of  his 
eloquence,  among  modern  orators  he  was  as  the  eagle 
among  birds.  The  rapidity  of  his  conceptions  ftruggiing 
with  the  {hackles  of  language,  rendered  him  frequently 
abrupt  and  incorrect,  but  the  effufions  of  genius  always 
threw  a  grandeur  over  the  whole,  like  the  creative  pencil  of 
a  Salvator  Rofa. 

Thefe  precious  gifts  were  not  defined  by  Providence  to 
be  merely  admired  ;  they  were  employed  to  recover  a  na¬ 
tion  finking  rapidly  into  effeminacy,  to  its  native  fpirit 
and  vigour.  Born  to  act  as  well  as  to  harangue,  every 
department  of  government,  both  civil  and  military,  felt 
his  renovating  influence.  His  difcernment  pointed  out 
men,  whilfl:  his  wifdom  planned  meafures  which  his  vigi¬ 
lance  effected.  When  he  withdrew  from  power,  the  in- 
fiance  which  he  gave  of  incorruptible  integrity,.  confum- 
mated  his  character  :  he  then  delivered  into  the  treafury  a 
very  large  fum  of  money,  of  which  he  was  exempted  from 
rendering  any  account,  having  officially  received  it  for 
the  fecret  fervice  of  the  {late,  but  to  which  purpofe  it  had 
not  been  found  neceflary  to  apply  it. 

His  greatnefs  was  not  derived  from  noble  birth,  or  the 
gifts  of  fortune.  He  ruled  over  the  empire  of  the  mind, 
and  monarchs  felt  the  inferiority  of  external  to  intellectual 
power.  They  either  relutantly  availed  themfelves  of  his 
councils,  or  paid  the  forfeit  for  their  contumacy  in  degra¬ 
dation  and  ruin.  In  himfelf  he  was  equally  dignified, 
whether  he  awed  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  or  fuffufed  a  pallid- 
nefs  and  trepidation  over  the  minifter  who  fpurned  at  his 
warnings  It  was  only  by  the  honours  derived  from 

#  Such  were  the  effets  of  his  eloquence  upon  the  late  Earl  of  Suffolk. 
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kings  that  he  could  be  degraded.  What  could  not  his  ele¬ 
vated  foul  effect  ?  He  caufed  even  Englifhmen  to  renounce 
thofe  political  diflinctions  which  had  divided  and  weakened 
the  nation  for  more  than  a  century  !  Difdaining  to  govern 
by  parties,  he  abforbed  them  all  into  his  own  vortex. 
Alike  regardlefs  of  the  approbation  or  cenfure  of  bufy  and 
obfeure  writers,  (the  objedts  of  complacence  or  dread  to 
court-made  ftatefmen)  he  kept  on  his  courfe,  and  made 
his  appeal  to  the  underflanding  and  to  the  heart.  To  fum 
up  the  whole  of  his  charadler  :  he  was  a  minifler  formed 
for  fuperintending  the  affairs  of  a  mighty  empire,  and  to 
preferve  in  a  free  ftate,  the  due  equipoife  between  the  powers 
of  the  crown,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people, — Nil  ori¬ 
tur  um  alias ,  nil  or  turn  tale  fatentes . 

Such  are  the  vicifHtudes  in  the  motives  to  human 
adlion,  that  the  very  member,  who,  when  Mr.  Pitt  was 
minifler,  firfl  difplayed  his  oratorical  powers  againfl  the 
meafures  then  purfuing,  now  pronounced  a  panegyric  on 
the  late  Earl  of  Chatham,  and  moved  that  his  remains 
fliould  be  interred  at  the  public  expence.  Mr.  Rigby  en¬ 
deavoured  to  quafh  this  motion,  by  fuggefling,  that  it 
would  be  a  more  lafling  teflimony  of  public  gratitude  to 
vote  a  monument  to  his  memory,  which  Mr.  Dunning 
propofed  as  an  amendment  to  the  original  motion,  and  they 
were  both  carried  without  a  diffenting  voice*.  The  Earl  of 
Shelburne  moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  that  the  Houfe 
fhould  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  Earl,  but  it  was  lofl  by 
a  calling  vote.  In  confequence  of  an  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jefly  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  an  annuity  of  4000L 
per  annum  was  afterwards  fettled  in  perpetuity  on  thofe 
heirs  of  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham  to  whom  that  earldom 


* 


The  Athenians,  on  the  death  of  Demoifhenes,  exprelTed  their  ve¬ 
neration  for- his  memory  in  a  manner  very  fimilar,— Each  ©f  thefe  re¬ 
nowned  orators  died  in  the  fixtieth  year  of  his  age* 
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might  defccnd  ;  and  2o,ocol.  was  granted  towards  dif- 
charging  the  debts  of  the  deceafed  nobleman.  The  Com- 
mens  were  unanimous  in  (hewing  thefe  inftances  of  refpedl, 
but  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  they  occafioned  a  proteft  to  be 
figned  by  four  peers  *. 

The  fupplies  for  the  year  1778  amounted  to  145345,497!. 
of  which  the  navy  claimed  5,00138951.4  Beiides  the 

land 

*  »  % 

*  The  Duke  of  Chandos,  the  Lord  Chancellor  (Bathurft),  the 
Archbifhop  of  York  (Markham),  and  Lord  Paget. 
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60, coo  feamen,  including  11,829  marines  -  3,120,000 


Ordinary  of  the  Navy 
Building  and  repairing  flops 
Towards  difeharging  the  Navy  Debt 
Greenwich  Hofpital  -  , 


389,200 

488,695 


1,000,000 

4, coo 
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20,057  effe&Ive  men  for  guards,  garrifons, &c. 
in  Great- Britain  3  ftaff  officers  ;  garrifons  in 
the  Plantations,  Africa,  Minorca,  Gibral¬ 
tar ;  provifions  for  forces  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  Nova  Scotia,  Gibraltar,  the  Ceded  ; 

Iflands,  and  Africa  5  penfions  to  widows  5 
out-penfioners  of  ChelfeaHofpital  ( 1 05,43 1 1.) 
reduced  officers  of  land  forces  and  marines 
(90,940k)  3  difference  of  pay  between  Bri- 
tifh  and  Iri fli  eftabliffiment  -  -  1,856,80# 

Augmentation  of  forces  from  their  feveral  com¬ 
mencements,  to  Dec.  24,  1778  -  -  385,847 

Five  Hanoverian  battalions,  ferving  in  Mi¬ 
norca  and  Gibraltar  -  56,075 

Foreign  troops  ferving  in  America,  provifions 

and  artillery  -  -  *  642,22s 
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land-tax  and  duty  upon  malt,  to  provide  for  this  fum,  fix 
millions  were  raifed  by  annuities,  at  three  per  cent,  per 
annum,  with  the  further  annuity  of  two  pounds  ten  (hillings 
percent,  per  annum,  for  the  term  of  thirty  years,  and  then 
to  ceafe ;  or  it  might  be  made  determinable  upon  a  life ;  and 
480,000).  by  a  lottery;  two  millions  by  Exchequer  bills. 
The  finking  fund  to  April  5,  1778,  produced  703,7001.  the 

Extraordinaries  of  the  army  from  Jan.  31, 1777, 

to  Feb.  1,  1778  -  -  -  1,469,923 

Ordnance  for  1777  not  provided  for  -  ^ 00  4.82  1 

for  1778  -  -  .  382,81 6j 

Militia,  including  three  regiments  of  fencible 
men  to  be  raifed  in  North  Britain 

MISCELLANEOU 

Calling  in  and  recoining  the  deficient  gold 

_cojn  "  "  -  105,227 

To  fourperfons,  for  compiling  a  general  In¬ 
dex  to  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
New  roads  and  bridges  in  Scotland 
Deficiency  of  fund  for  1758 
Civil  lift  eftablifhments  in  America,  See •  * 

Ditto  at  Senegambia  -  . 

Forts  on  the  coaft  of  Africa 
General  furvey’s  in  North  America 
Sums  iftued  in  purluance  of  addrefles  - 
For  the  relief  of  Americans  fuffering  on  ac- 
account  of  their  attachment  to  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  government  -  - 

Confining,  maintaining,  and  cloathing  con- 
vifts  on  the  River  Thames 


485,789 


12,900 

6,998 

43,621 

20,617 

5)55° 

13,000 

i9>ioo 
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Exchequer  bills  difeharged 
Prizes  in  lottery,  1777,  paid  off 
Deficiencies  of  grants  for  1 777 
Ditto  land-tax  for  1777 
Malt  ditto 


295,140 

2,500,000 

4.80,000 


32,493 

252,000 

200,000 


Y 


ji 


( 
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whole  produce  of  the  Lottery  was  diftributed  into  prizes  ^  four 
tickets  for  every  500!.  flock  fubfcribed,  upon  paying  iol.  for 
each  ticket ;  the  growing  produce  of  the  finking  fund  was 
applied  to  the  amount  of  23296,209!,  Various  duties  and 
favings  produced  148,566k  The  annua!  interefl  upon  the 
funded  debt,  with  the  annuity,  amounted  to  330,oool.for  the 
payment  of  which,  a  tax  of  fix-pence  in  the  pound  was  laid  on 
all  houfcs  from  five  pounds  to  fifty  pounds  a  year  rent,  and 
one  fhilling  in  the  pound  on  all  above  50k  An  additional 
duty  of  eight  guineas  per  ton  was  laid  on  all  French  wines, 
and  four  guineas  per  ton  on  all  other  wines  imported* 
Fhefe  two  taxes  were  calculated  to  produce  336*558!. 

% 

As  the  French  declaration  was  delivered  but  a  few  days 
after  the  contradl  for  the  loan  had  been  made,  the  money* 
lenders  became  great  lofers  by  the  fudden  fall  of  flocks,  on 
account  of  the  confequern  rupture  with  France.  But  not- 
withflanding  no  money  had  then  been  paid  as  a  depofit, 
yet  fuch  was  the  honour  of  the  contractors,  that  the  pay¬ 
ments  were  regularly  made.  The  minifler  endeavoured  to 
procure  them  an  indemnification  from  Parliament,  but 
without  effedt.  The  fefiion  was  clofed  on  the  third  of 
June. 


CHAP.  IV. 


t Rendition  cf  France  at  the  Commencement  of  Hoflilities—-En~ 
gagejnent  between  the  Britijh  and  French  Fleets  off  UJhant — » 
Valuable  Captures  made  by  the  Englijh — Arrival  cf  the 
Commiffoners  at  Philadelphia— Evacuation  of  that  City9 
and  marsh  of  the  combined  Army  to  New -York— French 

Fleet 


1 


1 
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Fleet  Under  Count  d’Efaing ,  appears  off  Staten  JJland 
—Operations  of  the  Army  at  Neiv- York — Attempt  upon  Rhode- 
If  and — Engagement  between  the  two  Fleets  prevented  hy  a 
Storm — D’  Effaing  takes  refuge  in  B  off  on  Harbour — Difcon - 
tents  of  the  Americans — St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  taken  by  the 
Englijh ,  and  the  If  and  of  Dominica  by  the  French — Dif- 
p  erf  on  of  the  Engliff  Fleet  under  Admiral  Byron — Dreadful 

Inffances  of  Cruelty  in  the  Back  Settlements - Trials  of 

the  Admirals  Keppel  and  Pallifer — Pondicherry  taken — 
Meeting  of  Parliament — State  of  Ireland— Enquiry  into  the 
Conduit  of  the  American  War — Spanifh  Manifeffo  laid  before 
Parliament— The  Miniffer  unable  to  raife  the  full  Amount 
of  the  Supplies — Conclufon  of  the  Seffon — Operations  in 
America — General  Prevoffs  attempt  upon  Charleffown — 

Detachments  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  Army— The  If  and  of 
St.  Lucia  captured — Deffrultion  of  the  American’s  flipping 
at  Penobfcot — The  French  reduce  the  If  and  of  St.  Vincent , 
and  afterwards  Granada — Engagement  between  Byron  and 
dh Effaing — The  Town  of  Savannah  defended  againff  the 
French  and  Americans — Gibraltar  inveffed  by  the  Spaniards 
—Succeffes  of  the  French  on  the  Coaff  of  Africa— Eng¬ 
land  threatened  with  an  Invafon  from  France— Re  qui- 
fftions  made  to  the  States  of  Flolland — The  combined  Fleets 
of  France and  Spain  enter  the  Britifh  Channel — Internal 
State  of  England— Meeting  of  Parliament — State  of  Af¬ 
fairs  in  Ireland— Events  in  Scotland— -Inffances  of  Public 
Spirit  Alls  paffed  in  Favour  of  Ireland — General  Dif- 
contents  in  Confequence  of  the  national  Expences— County 
Meetings  formed ,  and  Petitions  prefented • — Mr.  Burke’s 
Plan  for  the  better  fecunng  of  the  Independence  of  Par¬ 
liaments y  and  the  (economical  Reformation  in  the  Civil 
and  other  E ft abli foments— Plan  for  a  Committee  of  Ac¬ 
counts  propofed  by  Colonel  Barr  I — Petitions  from  famaica 
'  Lord  North’s  Bill  for  appointing  Commijf oners  of  Accounts 

Y  2  *  — Mr. 
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---  Mr.  Dunning  s  Proportions — A  numerous  Society  formed 
under  the  Title  of  44  The  Protejlant  Affociatiori’—Pe • 
tition  prefented  to  the  Honfe  of  Commons ,  by  Lord 
George  Gordon ,  the  Repeal  of  the  Adi  which  granted 

relief  to  Roman  Catholics  —Riots  and  Devafations  in  London 
— Conduct  of  Parliament- --Supplies,  and  Ways  and  Means 
for  the  Tear  178c-—  Parliament  rifes — -Signal  Vidi or y  ob¬ 
tained  by  Sir  George  Rodney  over  the  Spanifo  Fleet — Gibral¬ 
tar  relieved—  -Succefs  of  Admiral  Digby— Spirited  Attempt  to 
refrain  the  Dutch  carrying-Trade-— Expedition from  Jamaica 
to  the  Spanifh  Main --Captures  from  the  French  in  theWef  - 
Indies-— Naval  Engagements  — Hurricanes— Valuable  Cap¬ 
tures  from  the  Spaniards  — Char lef  own  in  South  Carolina  re¬ 
duced  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton — Splendid  Vidlory  obtained  by  Earl 
Cornwallis  at  Camden — Difplay  of  Bravery  and  Condudl  in 
various  Actions  at  Sea . 

« 

THE  kingdom  of  France,  ever  fince  the  acceffion  of 
Louis  XVI.  had  been  recovering  itfelf  from  the  con- 
fufion  and  diftrefies  into  which  it  had  been  plunged  by  the 
mifrule  of  his  predeceftor.  Profufion  and  negledl  no  longer 
wafted  the  public  revenue.  As  the  young  monarch  was 
intent  on  reftoring  the  luftre  of  that  potent  kingdom,  he 
fought  out  fuch  men  for  public  employments  as  were  moft 
likely  to  further  fuch  patriotic  views.  It  is  a  remark  of  the 
Duke  de  Sully,  that  44  although  good  Princes  may  be  want* 
ing  to  gcod  minifters,  yet  good  minifters  will  never  be 
wanting  to  a  Prince  who  has  difeernment  enough  to  find 
them,  wEo  choofes  them  for  their  fuperior  parts,  experience, 
and  integrity,  and  who  refolves  to  fupport  them  againft  all 
opposition  raifed  by  the  cabals  of  the  court,  or  the  factions 
of  the  ftate.”  Necker,  who  fuccceded  Turgot,  carried  the 
reformation  farther  than  his  predeceflor,  regardlefs  of  the 
clamour  which  was  raifed  by  intcrefted  men  ;  6C  a  man  of 


I 
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2n  elevated  foul/5  faid  he,  “  will  not  uefccnd  to  enter  the  lifts 
with  obfcure  writers.”  Such  were  the  effects  produced  from 
thefe  labours,  that  the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  kingdom  were 
fpeedily  brought  to  exceed  the  ordinaryexpences by  10,200,000 
livres*,  befides  three  quarters  of  a  million  fterling,  employed 
in  reimburfements.  f"Iis  fuperior  abilities,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  exercifed,  placed  him  on  a  level  with  the 
Sullys  and  Colberts,  to  whom  France  has  been  fo  much  in¬ 
debted.  In  oppofition,  however,  to  the  views  of  the  mi- 
nifter,  the  King  refolved  no  longer  to  remain  a  quiet 
fpectator  of  the  impending  fate  of  America.  It  was  in 
vain  the  minifter  reprefented,  that  “  neither  conquefts  nor 
alliances  could  prove  fo  valuable,  as  what  the  King  might 
one  day  draw  from  his  own  power,  the  improvements  in 
hufbandry  and  in  the  national  credit,  by  a  prudent  admi- 
niftration  and  the  encouragement  of  induftry,  thofe  being  the 
only  things  wanting  to  ftrengthen  a  kingdom,  where  there  are 
twenty-four  millions  of  inhabitants  and  2000  millions  of 
fpecie.f”  To  wreft  from  Great  Britain  her  envied  fupe- 
riority  on  the  ocean,  was  the  flattering  object  which  feduced 
the  French  King  from  his  pacific  purfuits,  and  the  naval 
force  which  he  had  colle&ed,  encouraged  that  fond  ex¬ 
pectation. 

When  the  Britifh  miniftry  were  compelled  to  make  head 
againft  this  new  enemy,  it  became  neceflary  to  Angle 
out  fome  naval  commander  of  tried  [valour  and  long 
experience,  to  whom  they  could  entruft  the  fleet  which 
was  to  be  oppofed  to  that  of  France  in  the  European  feas. 
Thefe  qualities,  which  had  gained  him  the  warm  efteem 

,  *  455,000b  fterling.  See  the  State  of  the  Finances  of  Fiance  the 
inning  of  the  Year  1769,  p.  32. 

j*  90,000!.  fterling. 
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01  ran^s  in  the  navy,  pointed  out  Admiral  Keppel  for 
that  important  fervice.  He  was  one  of  the  oldeft  officers 
in  the  navy,  and  had  feen  a  greater  variety  of  fervice  than 
any  other  man  in  it.  When  not  more  than  fourteen  years 
of  age,  he  accompanied  Commodore  Anfon  in  his  voyage 
round  the  world  ;  and  in  the  laft  war  had  rendered  himfelf  * 
confpicuous  for  his  gallantry  and  fuccefs  in  Europe,  Africa 
and  America.  A  noble  defcent,  an  ample  fortune  and 
perfonal  merit  were  united  in  this  commander ;  but  as  a 
fenator,  he  had  declared  his  dillike  of  the  American  war, 
and  had  arraigned  the  conduct  of  the  Admiralty-board  in 
not  rendering  the  naval  force  of  the  kingdom  more  power¬ 
ful  and  effectual  to  awe  its  enemies.  The  exigence  of  the 
times  required,  however,  that  minifliers  fhould  feek  the 
affiftance  of  thofe  whom  they  could  not  call  their  friends, 
and  the  king  himfelf  therefore  proffered  him  the  command, 
f  he  Admiral  declared  his  readinefs  to  ferve  his  king  and 
country,  but  declaimed  all  acquaintance  with  official  men, 
and  as  he  received  his  command  immediately  from  his 
Majefty,  he  threw  himfelf  upon  his  Majeffy’s  gracious 
fupport  and  prote&ion, 

When  Keppel  arrived  at  Portsmouth  to  take  upon  him 
the  command  of  the  grand  fleet,  he  found  that  there  were 
only  fix  fail  of  the  line  which  were  in  any  degree  of  condi¬ 
tion  for  immediate  fervice,  and  a  great  deficiency  in  Tailors, 
as  well  as  in  all  kinds  of  naval  flores.  His  applications 
to  the  Admiralty-board  caufed  uncommon  exertions  to  be 

made,  and  by  the  beginning  of  June  he  put  to  Tea,  with 

\  # 

a  fleet  confining  of  twenty  fail  of  the  line,  and  three  fri¬ 
gates.  He  foon  after  fell  in  with  two  French  frigates, 
which  he  captured,  although  the  fituation  of  the  two  na¬ 
tions,  with  refpedf  to  each  other,  was  neither  that  of  war 
nor  peace.  By  the  papers  found  on  board  thefe  prizes,  he 
fir  ft  learnt,  that  thirty- two  fail  of  the  line,  and  ten  frigates, 

were 


were  then  laying  at  anchor  in  Bre 
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put  to  fea.  This  fuperiority  of  force  determined  him  to 

return  into  port  for  a  reinforcement.  He  might  certainly  M 

have  kept  the  fea  without  any  danger  of  being  compelled  ^ 

to  fight  on  fuch  unequal  terms,  and  to  fave  the  appearance  ||| 

of  a  retreat  is  ever  to  be  wifhed.  On  the  qth  of  July  the  jp 

Admiral  commanded  thirty  fhips  of  the  line,  with  which  IE 

he  went  in  fearch  of  the  French  fleet,  which  had  only  SI 

1 

quitted  their  harbour  the  day  before,  under  the  command 

of  the  Count  d’Orvilliers.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  | 

the  two  fleets  came  in  fight  of  each  other.  The  French 

had  the  wind,  fo  that  they  might  choofe  whether  to  fight  T 

or  avoid  it.  The  line  of  battle  was  formed  by  the  Britifh 

fleet,  but  no  aftion  took  place.  The  next  day  two  fhips  cf  .  ; 

the  French  fleet,  the  one  of  80,  the  other  of  64  guns,  were 

fo  feparated,  that  their  Admiral  was  compelled  to  bear  down 

and  engage  the  Englifh  if  he  meant  to  rejoin  them :  but  fo 


relu&ant  was  he  to  rifk  the  fate  of  a  battle,  that  he  rather 


/ 
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tiie  action  was  ciofed  between  one  and  two  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon, 

/  1  » » 

Nineteen  years  were  now  almoft  completed  fince  the 
force  of  the  two  rival  nations  had  contended  on  the  ocean  ; 
and  it  appeared  in  the  courfe  of  this  day’s  aftion,  that  the* 
French  had  greatly  improved  during  that  time,  both  in 
the  manner  of  working  their  (hips,  and  of  difcharging 
the  guns  ;  in  conference  of  which,  the  Britifh  fleet 
fuftained  conhderable  damage  in  this  paffing  conflict ;  the 
Englifli  behaved  with  their  wonted  bravery,  and  did  great 
execution  on  the  enemy ;  but  ftill  the  conteft  remained  to 
be  decided  by  a  clofe  and  general  aftion,  and  Keppel  after^ 
wards  declared,  that,  “  at  the  time  when  he  wore  his  Slip, 
and  laid  her  head  towards  the  enemy,  he  thought  it  would 
have  been  a  proud  day  for  England.”  Three  hours  were 
employed  in  repairing  the  damage  which  the  fleet  had 
fuftained,  and  fome  Clips  in  the  rear  divifion  fell  fo  much 
out  of  their  courfe  as  to  be  in  danger  of  being  cut  off. 
D’Orvilliers  faw  the  opportunity,  and  threw  out  a  fignal 
to  the  Duke  de  Chartres,  who  commanded  the  French 
rear,  to  bear  down  ;  but  the  order  not  being  immediately 
underflood,  the  Bntilh  Admiral  had  time  to  interpofe  for 
their  relief,  which  caufed  this  action  to  be  thelaft  fervice  in 

v/hich  the  Duke  was  concerned  at  fea. 

1  * 

Sir  Hugh  Pal  lifer.  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Blue,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  rear  divifion,  had  formed  the  line  of  battle  by 
th  ee  o  clock,  and  in  the  pofition  which  the  Britifh  fleet  then 
kept,  his  (hips  compofed  the  van  ;  Sir  Robert  Harlund’s 
divifion,  which  propeily  formed  the  van,  'being  now  in 
tb'.  rea. .  The  v^ommander  in  Chiet,  felicitous  to  re¬ 
new  the  fight,  threw  out  fignals  for  his  rear  and 
van  to  take  their  proper  Rations.  This  was  imme¬ 
diately 
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diately  performed  by  Sir  Robert  Harland9s  divifion,  but 
the  Rear  Admiral  of  the  Blue  paid  no  attention  to  the  fignai 
which  was  flying,  and  although  Captain  Windfor,  in  the 
Fox  frigate,  was  fent  with  exprefs  orders  for  the  Vice 
Admiral  to  bear  down  into  his  Admiral’s  wake  %  yet  no 
effort  was  made  for  that  purpofe;  in  confequence  of 
which  the  night  came  on  before  the  Britifh  fleet  was 
formed. 

The  French  have  a  peculiar  method  of  repeating  fignals 
at  night  by  means  of  rockets  and  explofions  of  gunpowder, 
thefe  were  difcernible  until  day-break,  but  when  light 
returned,  the  French  fleet  was  only  vifible  from  the  maft- 
head.  Keppel  did  not  think  proper  to  purfuethemj  but 
as  foon  as  every  (hip  had  entirely  difappeared,  he  dire&ed 
his  courfe  homeward,  in  order  to  repair  his  crippled  fhips, 
and  to  be  as  foon  as  pofflble  in  a  condition  to  meet  the 
enemy  again.  However  juflifiable  the  motives  for  this 
conduft  might  be,  it  furniihed  the  enemy  with  a  colourable 
pretext  to  boafl:  of  a  victory,  and  gave  the  other  ftates  of 
Europe  an  unfavourable  idea  of  Britifh  prowefs,  of  which 
they  had  entertained  fo  exalted  a  fentiment,  that  a  drawn 
battle  between  two  fleets  of  equal  force  was  confidered  as 
highly  difgraceful.  The  reafons  afligned  by  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  for  this  condudt  were,  that  a  ftrong  wind 
blew  direcSHy  into  the  harbour  of  Breft,  under  favour  of 
which  the  French  fleet  was  able  to  enter  that  harbour, 
before  he  could  poilibly  have  come  up  with  them,  and 
the  (battered  condition  of  many  of  the  fhips  under  his  com¬ 
mand  would  have  expofed  them  to  imminent  hazard  from  a 
lee-fhore.  This  indecifive  action  was  fought  in  lat.  48^. 


*  It  was  declared  upon  the  trials,  by  a  variety  of  vvitnefles,  that  this 
mefiage  was  delivered  at  five  o’clock,  whilft  feme  {poke  as  pofitively  to 
its  being  received  at  feven  o’clock, 
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jS*.  Ufliant  diftant,  twcnty-feven  leagues  eafl  half- 
fouth. 

When  the  tranfaflions  of  this  day  came  to  be  canvafied, 
the  Commander  in  Chief  was  diftinguifhed  by  the  particular 
notice  of  thofe  minifterial  agents,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to 
hunt  down  characters  in  the  public  prints.  They  placed  him 
as  the  mark  at  which  their  envenomed  fiiafts  were  aimed. 
The  moderation  which  he  had  fhewn  in  fcreening  the  mif- 
conduCt  of  the  officer  who  commanded  his  rear,  and  the 
favourable  manner  in  which  he  had  fpoken  of  that  officer’s 
behaviour,  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty 
were  certainly  not  to  be  juftified  upon  the  principle  of  ftriCt 
difcipline,  which  is  eflential  to  the  public  fervice.  This 
facrifice  of  his  duty  he  had  been  tempted  to  make  to  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  a  long-fubfifling  friendfhip,  which  however 
had  for  fome  time  been  in  its  wane  f .  Had  Keppel  imme¬ 
diately,  upon  his  orders  being  difobeyed,  put  the  delin¬ 
quent  under  an  arreft,  and  brought  the  whole  tranfaClion 
before  a  court-martial,  with  a  rigid  but  warrantable  aufte- 
rity,  the  alarm  which  fuch  a  fpirited  conduct  would  have 
fpread  in  the  navy,  and  throughout  the  nation,  would  not 


r  *  Keppel  commiflioned  Capt.  Faulk  nor,  whom  he  fent  with  his  official 
difpatches  from  Plymouth,  to  acquaint  the  marine  minifter,  “  that  he 
(the  Admiral)  had  more  to  fay  to  him  than  he  thought  proper  to  put  in 
his  public  letter,  and  if  it  was  his  Lordfhip’s  pleafure  to  a(k  him  any 
queftion,  he  w'as  ready  to  wait  upon  him.”  This  mefiage  the  Captain 
not  only  delivered,  but  repeated,  and  it  was  both  times  received  with- 
out  any  apparent  attention  being  paid  to  it,  and  no  anfwerwas  made. 

f  It  has  been  faid,  that  Admiral  Keppel  named  Admiral  Pigot  for 
the  third  in  command  of  the  grand  fleet,  but  that  appointment  was 
over-ruhd.  Keppel  and  Pallifer  had  been  the  common  friends  of  Sir 
Charles  Saunders,  a  man  highly  meritorious  as  a  naval  officer,  of 
whofe  ample  fortune,  at  his  death,  they  each  largely  partook. 
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have  been  fo  violent,  nor  its  confequences  fo  fatal  as  thofe 

which  have  been  a&ually  experienced. 

.  ✓  * 

Admiral  Keppel  failed  again  on  the  23d  of  Auguft,  with 
Sir  Robert  Harland  and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  fecond  and  third 
in  command,  and  being  joined  fome  time  after  by  three 
line  of  battle  fhips,  his  force  then  confided  of  thirty-one 
fail  of  the  line.  The  French  fleet  left  their  harbour  five 
days  before,  but  fhaping  their  courfe  to  the  fouth  weftward, 
effectually  avoided  a  fecond  action;  hereby,  however,  the 
trade  of  France  was  left  defencelefs,  and  feveral  Weft  In- 
diamen  bound  to  Nantes  and  Bourdeaux  were  captured, 
alCo  three  Eaft  Indiamen  were  made  prizes  to  two  private 
fhips  of  war  and  a  king’s  frigate  ;  whilft  our  own  trade 
arrived  from  every  quarter  of  the  world  fa fe  and  un- 
annoyed. 

When  the  approach  of  winter  caufed  the  grand  fleet  to 
return  home  from  its  fecond  cruife,  the  Admiral  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  his  Sovereign  with  every  mark  of  fatisfa&ion  and 
regard,  whilft  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  was  in  no 
relpeCt  backward  in  his  profeflions  of  good-will  and  efteem. 
At  length,  however,  the  never-ceafing  buzz  of  paragraph 
writers  excited  the  nation  to  difeontent.  The  people  al¬ 
ways  expedl  fome  decifive  confequences  when  two  fleets  or 
two  armies  engage;  and  although  that  expectation  is  continu¬ 
ally  difappointed  by  the  event,  yet  its  impatience  is  no  ways 
abated.  Sir  George  Pocock,  during  the  laft  war,  thrice 
fought  and  worfted  the  French  fleet  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
without  a  Angle  (hip  being  funk  or  captured  on  either  fide, 
In  fhort,  no  general  adtion  at  fea,  during  the  prefent 
century,  when  the  force  on  each  fide  has  been  nearly  equal, 
has  proved  decifive,  or  attended  with  any  of  thole  circum- 
fiances  which  are  calculated  to  elevate  and  furprize? 

From 
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from  the  c/criiS  which  turned  up  in  Europe  during  the 
fummer  of  tnc  }ear  it  is  now  time  to  pafs  over  to 

thofe  in  America.  The  commiflioners  appointed  by  his  Ma¬ 
jesty  to  carry  into  effe&  the  conciliatory  proportions  offered 
by  parliament,  were,  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  Mr.Eden,  Governor 
Johnftone,  and  the  commanders  of  the  land  forces,  and  of 
the  fleet  in  America.  The  political  fentiments  of  the  firft 
commiffioner  were  well  known  by  his  conduft  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  where  he  had  declared  his  full  approbation  of 
coercive  meafures  in  unqualified  terms,  nor  could  any  other 
condudt  have  been  expe&ed  from  the  fon-in-Iaw  of  the 
Earl  of  Gower.  Mr.  Eden  was  under  Secretary  of  State 
to  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  and  on  that  account  poffeffed  no 
prepoffefling  qualities  when  he  appeared  as  a  melfenger  of 
peace  in  America;  but  the  popularity  of  Governor  John¬ 
ftone  was  to  make  ample  atonement  for  the  antipathy 
which  operated  againft  the  two  principal  agents  in  this  bu« 
finefs.  Early  in  the  month  of  June  the  commifiloners  ar¬ 
rived  at  Philadelphia,  and  immediately  forwarded  a  letter, 
the  two  a£ls  of  parliament  under  which  they  adled,  and 
other  neceflary  credentials  to  Mr.  Laurens,  the  Prefident 
of  the  Congrefs.  They  propofed,  in  the  name  of  the  King 
and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  an  immediate  ceffation  of 
#  hofiilities  both  by  land  and  fea.  That  the  mod  unreftrained 
freedom  fhould  be  given  to  the  American  trade;  that  no 
military  force  fhould  be  maintained  in  any  part  of  America, 
without  the  confent  of  a  General  Congrefs,  or  of  the  Provin¬ 
cial  Ahemblies  ;  they  offered  to  concur  in  meafures  which 
might  tend  to  difeharge  the  debt  contracted  by  Congrefs,  and 
which  might  in  the  meantime,  raife  the  credit  and  value  of  the 
paper  circulation  :  that  the  union  thus  reftored  fhould  be 
perpetuated  by  a  reciprocal  deputation  of  agents  from  there- 
fpedHve  States,  who  fhould  have  the  privilege  of  a  feat  and 
voice  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  ;  or  if  fudi  agents 
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were  fent  from  Britain,  that  they  (hould  have  a  feat  and 
voice  in  the  affemblies  of  the  different  States  to  which  they 
might  be  refpeXively  deputed.  The  conditions  offered 
were  fo  ample,  that  they  feemed  to  referve  nothing  more  to 
the  Mother-country  than  the  fhadow  of  authority  over  her 
Colonies ;  to  put  an  end  to  the  declared  and  avowed  inde¬ 
pendence  of  America,  but  to  legalize  to  that  country  an 
aXual  independence  *\ 

Two  caufes  operated  to  prevent  thefe  propofals  proving 
fuccefsful.  A  month  before  the  Commiftioners  arrived, 
Mr.  Silas  Deane  had  reached  York-Town  from  Paris,  with 
a  ratification  of  the  two  treaties  between  the  Court  of  Ver- 
failles  and  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  America.  By  the 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  defenfive  alliance,  neither  of 
the  two  contracting  parties  were  to  conclude  either  truce  or 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  unlefs  the  formal  confent  of  the 
other  was  firft  obtained,  and  they  mutually  engaged  not  to 
lay  down  their  arms  until  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  fhould  have  been  formally  or  tacitly  acknowledged. 
However  inclined  the  members  of  the  Congrefs,  and  the 
whole  body  of  the  people,  might  have  been  to  renounce  their 
new  alliance  and  return  to  their  old  connexions  and  habits, 
yet  fuch  a  ffrong  belief  was  entertained  of  the  infmcerity 
with  which  the  propofals  from  Great  Britain  were  fraught, 
that  little  attention  was  paid  to  them.  They  were  faid  to 
be  diXated  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  /educing  America  from 
her  French  alliance  ;  that  when  her  breach  of  faith  fhould 
have  left  her  unproteXed  and  defcncelefs,  fire  might  ex¬ 
perience  the  full  meafure  of  chaftifement  which  the  rank¬ 
ling,  though  concealed,  refentment  of  Great  Britain,  fhould 

*  C£  We  fent  cut,”  faid  Mr.  Burke,  <c  a  folemn  embaffy  acrofs  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  to  lay  the  Crown,  the  Peerage,  the  Commons  of  Great 
Bi stain  at  the  feet  of  the  American  Congrefs,”  Speech  at  the  Guildhall , 
in  BriJloU 
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prompt  her  to  inflift.  7'he  Congrefs,  therefore,  replied  t<9> 
thefe  overtures  for  an  accommodation,  that  the  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  independence  of  thofe  States,  or  the  withdraw¬ 
ing  of  his  Majefty’s  fleets  and  armies  from  their  coaft  and 
country,  could  alone  pave  the  way  for  fuch  a  treaty  of  peace 
and  commerce,  as  Ihould  not  be  inconfiflent  with  other 
treaties  which  already  fubfiftecL 

.  i  '  *  • 

It  being  found  that  the  Congrefs,  as  a  body,  were  in¬ 
flexible,  and  that  the  defection  of  any  one  Colony  from  the 
general  confederacy  was  highly  improbable,  recourfe  was 
therefore  had  to  individuals,  and  offers  of  large  fums  and 
the  high  eft  pofts  were  made  to  the  leading  men  in  America* 
to  prevail  on  them  to  intercede  in  behalf  of  Great  Britain, 
now  become  a  fuppliant  to  her  Colonies.  It  is  probable, 
that  this  was  the  firft  inftance  in  which  this  country  had 
attempted  to  conciliate  the  Americans,  by  fpeaking  to  the 
private  interefts  of  particular  perfons*,  General  expref- 

fions 

*  In  a  very  fenfible  pamphlet,  written  by  Sir  William  Draper,  which 
was  publifiied  at  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  troubles,  is  the  fol¬ 
lowing  paffage.  “  It  feems  very  extraordinary,  that  we  fhould  never 
think  of  guiding  our  affairs  in  that  part  of  the  world  (America)  with 
the  fame  prudence  as  in  this.  Benefits  and  obligations  confiitute  the 
public,  as  well  as  minifterial,  {lability  :  an  afs  loaded  with  gold  has 
fometimes  effected  more  than  an  able  General  with  twenty  legions.  I 
am  far  from  thinking  the  Americans  corrupt,  but  I  think  all  men  fen¬ 
fible  of  good  offices.  If  you  defire  to  reap  fhould  you  not  fow  ?  Of  the 
numerous  employments  and  finecures  in  America,  created  chiefly  for  the 
purpofe  of  obligation  and  dependence,  how  few  are  the  portion  of  its 
inhabitants?  Some  indeed  a£l  as  deputies  to  the  principals  here,  who 
live  at  their  eafe,  without  the  lead  attention  to  any  part  of  their  duty  but 
the  falary.  The  recommendation  of  a  Governor  is  rarely  taken,  and 
when  the  people  find  they  can  have  no  encouragement  or  leward  for  fup- 
porting  government,  difappointinent  or  refen  tment  foon  prompt  them  to 
fee  through  the  unfubftantial  power  of  their  rulers,  let  over  them  fome¬ 
times  more  from  companion  than  true  difcernment,  and  whole  difireffes 
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fions  of  grateful  acknowledgements,  for  any  fervices  which 
might  be  rendered,  were  conveyed  to  Wafhington,  Lau¬ 
rens,  and  others.  The  offers  made  to  General  Reed  were 
more  fpecific,  viz.  10,000 1.  and  any  office  he  plea  fed  in 
the  Colonies.  The  General  returned  for  anfwer,  <c  He 
was  not  worth  purchafing,  but  fuch  as  he  was,  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  was  not  rich  enough  to  do  it.”  In  all  thefe 
tranfadions  Governor  Johnftone  was  agent. 

Every  one  who  was  any  way  tampered  with,  difeovered 
the  tranfadion  to  Congrefs,  who  caufed  each  circumflancc 
to  be  publiftied  and  circulated  through  the  Provinces.  Al¬ 
though  the  alliance  with  France  was  univerfally  difrelifhed, 
and  the  ratification  of  the  treaties  by  the  Provincial  AfTem- 
blies  was  long  delayed,  in  the  northern  Provinces  for  up¬ 
wards  of  a  twelvemonth,  yet  the  Americans  did  not  feek  a 
mitigation  of  the  evil  in  a  return  to  Great  Britain. 

This  mortifying  rejedion  of  a  moil:  humiliating  overture, 
was  immediately  followed  by  a  ilep  which  proclaimed  to  all 
the  world,  that  neither  the  numerous  armies  which  had  been 
fent  to  America,  nor  the  immenfe  fums  which  had  been 
expended  on  the  war,  were  adequate  to  the  purpofe  which 
they  were  defigned  to  effed,  and  ferved  only  to  render  the 
kingdom  an  objed  of  contempt  to  its  enemies,  and  of  pity 
to  its  friends.  After  large  fums  had  been  laviihly  expended 
in  conftruding  works  for  the  fecurity  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
\ 

have  been  made  an  apology  for  want  of  education,  judgment,  or  abilities 
to  govern.'’  The  Thoughts  of  a  Traveller  on  our  American  Difpute , 
publifked  in  1774,  by  Ridley . 

Sir  William  croifed  the  Atlantic  to  make  the  tour  of  America  5  his  re-  ’ 
marks  on  the  difpofition  of  the  people  are  folid  and  important)  he  was 

very  capable  of  imparting  ufeful  truths  to  thofe  in  power,  had  they  been 
difpofed  to  have  received  them, 
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delphla,  it  was  round  to  be  an  untenable  pod,  and  Mr.  Eden* 
who  was  entruiled  with  the  fecret  refolve  of  the  Britifh 
cabinet,  which  had  been  concealed  from  Governor  John- 
ftone,  at  length  produced  the  orders  from  the  American  Se« 
cretary  to  Sir  H.  Clinton,  now  Commander  in  Chief,  for  eva¬ 
cuating  Philadelphia,  eroding  the  Delaware,  and  marching 
the  army  through  the  Jerfeys  to  New-York.  If  the  Amet 
ricans  had  halted  between  two  opinions,  concerning  em¬ 
bracing  or  reje&ing  the  propofals  made  them  by  the  Com- 
midioners,  every  latent  propenfity  in  favour  of  reconciliation 
was  extinguifhed  by  this  derelidtion  of  territory,  of  friends, 
aad  of  reputation*  Irom  this  period  the  American  war  be¬ 
came  utterly  hopelefs. 


The  whole  army  paffed  the  Delaware  on  the  18th  of 
June,  1778.  The  only  road  by  which  the  baggage  and 
ftorcs  could  proceed  to  New-York  was  narrow,  fo^ that  the 
waggons,  artillery,  and  camp  equipage,  extended  twelve 
mile^ ;  notwithflanding  which,  the  General  found  means 
to  defend  the  whole,  from  all  attempts  made  by  Wafhing- 
ton  and  his  army.  A  large  body  of  Americans,  commanded 
by  General  Lee,  was  driven  back,  and  if  the  intenfe  heat 
of  the  day  *  had  not  put  a  flop  to  purfuit,  the  Royal  army 
would  have  obtained  a  very  decifive  advantage  $  but  being 
thus  impeded,  the  aflion  was  memorable  only  from  the 
circumilancc  of  fifty-nine  foldiers  having  expired  through 
excefTive  heat  and  fatigue,  without  receiving  a  wound* 
The  American  accounts  reprefent  the  fortune  of  the  day  as 
having  been  reverfed  by  the  mifeondua  of  General  Lee,  and 
afTert,  that  if  he  had  a£led  with  fpirit,  a  very  capital  ad¬ 
vantage  would  have  been  gained  over  the  royal  army. 
That  officer  was  afterwards  tried  by  a  court-martial  on  fe- 
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ral  charges,  and  difmifled  the  fervice*'  The  Marquis 
la  Fayette  diftinguifhed  himfelf  greatly  in  this  action. 

The  judicious  manner  in  which  Sir  Henry  Clinton  con¬ 
duced  this  retreat  of  the  confederate  army,  received  great 
applaufe  :  it  is  perhaps  his  moll  diftinguifhed  atchkve- 
rnent,  His  whole  force  did  not  reach  Sandy  Hook  until 
the  firft  of  July,  fo  that  a  fortnight  elapfed  from  leav¬ 
ing  Philadelphia  to  the  arrival  of  the  army  at  New  York. 
If  fuch  were  the  impediments  and  dangers  in  traverfing 
this  country,  with  an  enemy  hanging  on  their  rear,  it  is 
obvious  to  infer,  that  Sir  William  Howe  was  perfedly  right* 
in  not  attempting  to  penetrate  by  that  route,  when 
WaQiington  was  prepared  to  difpute  every  inch  of  ground, 
and  the  BritiOi  general  mull  have  driven  the  enemy  before 
him  through  the  whole  progrefs ;  a  fituation  much  more 
embarrafting  than  merely  to  repel  his  attacks. 

The  abandonment  of  Philadelphia  was  rendered  neeef- 
farv  by  the  approach  of  the  Count  d’Eftaing’s  ILet  to  the 
American  coalls.  Interelf  and  ambition  will  frequently 
lead  men  to  aflame  the  femblance  of  generofity  ;  but  that 
government,  which  was  then  aCually  exercifing  the  molt 
unfeeling  feverity  on  the  brave  Corficans,  becaufe  their 
Itubborn  nature  could  not  be  brought  to  yield  obedience  to 
a  foreign  yoke,  fhould  have  little  credit  given  to  it,  on  the 
fcors  of  motive,  in  the  relief  which  it  now  ferit  to  Amc« 
rica.  Tempefts,  which  had  difperfed  and  fhattered  Ad¬ 
miral  Byron’s  fleet,  had  only  retarded  that  of  d’Eftaing, 
fo  that  he  arrived  in  full  force  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  the  latter  end  of  June,  only  three  days  after  Lord 
Howe  had  failed  from  thence  for  New  York.  The 
Britifh  naval  force  was  fo  inferior  to  that  of  the  ehemy ; 
that  the  confequences  of  his  arrival  but  a  few  days  fooner 
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tTii^bt  nave  been  very  fatal.  The  Americans,  mailers  of 
Philadelphia,  Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  army  on  its  march,  and 
only  fix  fixty-four  gun  drips,  three  fifties  and  two  forties,  to 
make  head  againft  eleven  (flips  of  the  line,  of  which  one 
carried  ninety  guns,  another  eighty,  fix  feventy-four,  and 
three  fix ty- four,  befides  which,  there  were  a  fifty-gun  fhip 
and  three  large  frigates;  neither  fuperior  bravery  nor  (kill, 
although  exercifed  in  their  fulled  extent,  feemed  capable  of 
extricating  fuch  a  fleet  from  fuch  a  fituation.  The  French 
Admiral,  thus  difappointed  of  meeting  his  enemy  in  the 
fpot  mcft  favourable  to  his  defigns,  fought  him  in  his  more 
defenfible  pod.  Lord  Howe,  who  podeded  every  qualifi¬ 
cation  of  a  naval  commander  in  a  very  eminent  degree, 
made  great  ufe  of  a  very  (hort  fpace  of  time,  in  protecting 
his  (hips  in  the  harbour.  The  ardour,  activity,  and  un¬ 
daunted  firmnefs  difeovered  by  all  ranks  on  this  trying  oc- 
canon,  prefaged  a  favourable  termination  of  the  conflict. 

D’EAaing  appeared  an  the  nth  of  July,  and  immediately 
made  the  neceflary  difpofition  for  an  attack,  but  the  danger 
to  which  his  large  fhips  would  have  been  expofed  in  pa  fling 
a  bar  which  obAru&s  the  approach  to  New-York,  abated 
his  impetuofity  ;  he  therefore  combined  ten  days  before 
Sandy-Hook  without  attempting  any  thing  againd  the 
Britifh  fleet,  and  then  directed  his  courfe  towards  Rhode- 
Ifland,  for  the  reduction  of  which,  a  plan  had  been  con¬ 
certed  with  Congrefs.  General  Sullivan,  at  the  head  of 
ten  thoufand  Americans,  being  to  pafs  over  from  the  Con¬ 
tinent  and  attack  the  town  of  Newport  and  the  Britifli 
lines,  whild  the  French  fleet  addled  them  on  the  oppofite 
fide. 

Lord  Howe,  foon  after  the  departure  of  the  French  fleet, 
was  joined  by  three  (hips,  one  of  which  carried  feyenty- 
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four  guns?,  the  other  fixtv-four,  and  the  third  fifty.  Me 
Was  now  fuperior  to  the  enemy  in  number  of  fhips,  but 
much  inferior  in  weight  of  metal  and  adfual  force.  He  was 
not  however  deterred  by  thefe  difadvantages  from  failing  out 
with  a  defign  to  try  the  fortune  of  a  battle.  On  the  joth 
of  Auguft,  1778,  the  French  fleet  having  quitted  its  ftation 
before  Newport,  appeared  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  but 
the  wind  being  then  in  their  favour,  Howe  endeavoured  to 
gain  that  important  advantage  by  fkilfui  tackings,  not 
choofing  to  rifk  the  fate  of  his  country  again#  fuch  increafed 
odds  ;  but  in  this  he  was  baffled  by  the  counter  movements 
of  the  enemy.  The 'whole  of  the  next  day  was  fpent  in 
thefe  fruitlefs  efforts,  fo  painful  to  a  man  of  ardent  bravery, 
when  in  the  immediate  profpeft  of  encountering  the  foe. 
The  Admiral,  defpsiring  of  bettering  his  fituation,  about 
four  o’clock  in  the  evening,  threw  out  a  fignal  for  the  fhips 
to  clofe  to  the  centre,  and  form  in  line  of  battle  a- head, 
and  in  that  pofition  he  waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 
who  was  between  two  and  three  miles  diftant. 

The  Britifh  Admiral,  in  conducing  the  operations  of  the 
fleet  under  his  command, adopted  a  mode  of  conduct  altogether 
unknown  to  former  naval  commanders,  and  which  indeed 
none  but  thofe  of  acknowledged  bravery  could  adopt,  with¬ 
out  incurring  imputations  on  their  chara&er  :  he  removed 
from  the  Eagle  to  the  Apollo  frigate,  that  he  might  be 
better  fituated  for  directing  the  fubfequent  operations  of  the 
fquadron.  A  fea  fight  of  a  very  ffngular  kind  was  now 
about  to  be  entered  upon,  in  which  the  weight  of  metal 
was  to  be  oppofed  to  the  dextrous  working  of  fmaller  fflips, 
more  numerous,  and  poffefflng  all  the  advantages  of  Brltijh 
feamanfhip.  The  brilliancy  of  Lord  Howe’s  courage  had 

appeared  on  many  trying  occafions ;  it  was  generally  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  in  the  naval  line  he  had  not  a  fuperior ; 
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a  moil  rate  opportunity  now  prefented  itfelf  for  the  difplay 
of  his  profefiional  (kill.  Hitherto,  during  the  American 
war,  the  naval  Commander  in  Chief  had  no  opportunity  of 
eminently  diftinguiflnng  himfelf ;  this  was  the  precifc  point 
cf  time  for  doing  it  3  but  whilft  the  battle  was  thus  put  in 
array,  a  ftrong  gale  of  wind  arofe,  which  in  a  fhort  time 
increafed  to  a  violent  tempeft  that  continued  for  near  forty- 
eight  hours.  This  entirely  changed  the  nature  of  the  con- 
fli£l,  and  both  fleets  had  to  contend  with  the  enraged  ele¬ 
ments,  inftead  of  each  other.  The  ftorm  foon  difperfed 
the  (hips  of  both  fquadrons,  and  threatened  them  with  de- 
flrudlion.  The  Apollo,  with  the  Admiral  on  board,  fprung 
her  main-mail,  and  loft  her  fore-maft ;  he  therefore  went 
on  board  the  Phcenix  as  foon  as  the  weather  became  more 
moderate  3  that  frigate  he  foon  after  quitted  for  the  Cen¬ 
turion  3  but  on  feeing  ten  fail  of  the  French  fquadron  at 
anchor,  about  twenty- five  leagues  eaftward  of  Cape  May, 
his  Lordftiip  left  the  Centurion  in  a  proper  ftation  to  watch 
their  motions,  and  to  dire£t  any  Britiih  {hips  that  might 
arrive,  and,  again  going  on  board  the  Phcenix,  reached 
Sandy-hook  on  the  evening  of  the  17th,  that  place  being 
the  rendezvous  appointed  in  cafe  of  a  reparation*. 

Th  is  ftorm  proved  much  more  fatal  to  the  French  {hips 
than  to  the  Englifli.  Their  Admiral's  own  {hip,  the  Lan¬ 
guedoc,  of  ninety-guns,  loft  her  mafts,  and  narrowly 
efcaped  being  taken  by  a  fifty-gun  {hip,  commanded  by 
Capt.  Dawfon,  whofe  fuperior  courage  and  dexterity  fup- 
plied  the  place  of  force  3  but  in  the  moment  when  he  was 
about  to  feize  his  glorious  prey,  fix  French  (hips  of  force 
appeared,  and  averted  the  otherwife  inevitable  fate  of  their 
Admiral,  The  Englifh  acquired  great  honour  in  every 
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action  which  they  maintained  ;  Commodore  Hotham,  in 
another  fifty-gun  (hip,  fell  in  with  the  Tonnant  of  eighty 
guns,  which  the  dorm  had  alfo  difmafted.  T  his  fhip  would 
have  fallen  a  prey  to  the  Englifh,  if  it  had  not  been  refcued 
by  the  coming  up  of  the  French  fleet.  Capt.  Raynor,  in 
the  Ids,  another  fifty- gun  (hip,  fought  a  French  feventy- 
four  gun  £hip  for  an  hour  and  half,  within  piffol-fhot,  both 
fhips  had  fullered  nothing  by  the  temped,  yet  Capt.  Raynor 
not  only  defended  himfelf,  but  at  length  compelled  his 
antagonift  to  put  before  the  wind. 


The  Englifh*  had  now  gained  a  fuperiority  over  their 
enemies  on  the  American  coalf,  by  another  fixty-four  gun 
fnip,  one  of  Byron’s  fquadron,  having  arrived.  D’Eftaing 
collected  his  fcattered  fleet  off*  Rhode-Ifland,  and  whilff  he 
remained  in  that  bay,  he  became  expofed  to  fimilar  dangers* 
as  thofe  which  the  Britilh  Admiral  had  fo  lately  efcaped  in 
the  Delaware  3  he  too  was  faved  by  the  fame  means,  for 
Lord  Howe  did  not  appear  until  his  enfeebled  enemy  had 
reached  the  port  of  Boflon*.  The  arrival  of  AdmiralByron 
fome  time  after,  caufed  the  command  in  chief  to  devolve  on 
him,  and  Lord  Howe  returned  home. 


It  was  little  lefs  mortifying  to  France  than  to  America, 
to  fee  that  formidable  fleet,  which  had  fix  thoufand  land- 
forces  on  board,  inffead  of  effecting  the  great  things  which 
had  been  expected  from  it,  enter  the  port  of  its  new  ally,  a 
diftrefled  fugitive.  Thefe  difappointments  which  had  hap«« 
pened,  notwithflanding  the  force  under  Byron  had  been 
rendered  incapable  of  taking  any  part  in  the  naval  cam¬ 
paign,  by  a  tempeft  which  difperfed  and  (battered  his  fhips, 
caufed  mutual  diflatis faction,  and  heightened  that  natural 
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ill-will  which  fubfifled  between  the  people  of  MaffachufePs 
Bay  and  the  French,  particularly  athong  the  lower  ranks, 
fo  as  to  produce  affrays  and  fkirmiflies  between  the  townf- 
men  and  the  failors,  which  the  magiflrates  and  officers, 
with  all  their  exertions,  were  hardly  able  to  fupprefs.  Sul¬ 
livan  being  now  abandoned  by  the  fleet,  retreated  from 
Rhode-Ifland,  which  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in  perfon,  with 
four  thoufand  men,  had  proceeded  by  lea  to  relieve. 

The  operations  of  the  army  at  New-York,  during  the 
campaign  of  1778,  were  carried  on  by  detachments.  Major- 
General  Grey  deffroyed  in  Plymouth  county,  eight  large 
vefiels,  fix  armed  veflels,  and  feventy  {loops  and  fchooners 
of  inferior  fize,  with  all  the  magazines  and  (lores  in  thofe 
parts  ;  and  from  a  fmall  but  fertile  ifland  called  Martha’s, 
or  Martin’s  Vineyard,  carried  off  the  amazing  quantity  of 
ten  thoufand  fheep  and  three  hundred  oxen  for  the  fupply 
of  the  army  at  New-York,  a  contribution  which  he  had 
exacted  from  the  inhabitants.  The  fame  officer  foon  after 
furprized  a  regiment  of  American  light  horfe,  called  Bay¬ 
lor’s  regiment,  atNewTapan,  near  the  North  River,  almoff 
the  whole  of  which  was  put  to  the  fword.  An  expedition 
to  Egg-harbour  on  the  Jerfey-coaft  proved  likewife  fuccefl- 
f u  1 ,  in  deftroying  fome  privateers,  and  furprifing  three 
troops  of  light  infantry  in  the  night,  moil;  of  whom  were 
(lain. 

Thefe  inflances  of  mercilefs  rancour  in  Britifh  foldiers, 
were  however  greatly  outdone  by  the  favages,  in  their  in- 
curfions  into  the  Back  Settlements,  in  which  expeditions 
they  were  guided  by  the  American  refugees,  who  had  taken 
{belter  among  them,  and  whofe  refentments  againfl  their 
countrymen  difpofed  them  to  join  in  any  deliberate  acSts 
ef  cruelty.  The  infant  fcttlement  of  Wyoming,  which 
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had  been  peopled  by  the  over- flowings  of  population  in 
ConneClicut,  was  doomed  to  become  a  dreadful  example  of 
the  exterminating  fpirit  which  may  feize  even  human 
breafts.  The  fine  river  Sufquehanna  ran  through  this 
diftriCl:,  which,  though  it  dated  its  firft  eftablifhment  fub- 
fequent  to  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war,  pofteffed  fuch  un¬ 
common  advantages  in  foil  and  climate,  that  it  became  ex¬ 
tremely  populous  ;  whilft  the  productions  of  the  earth  in- 
creafed  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  its  inhabitants.  A 
thoufand  men  from  this  country  ferved  in  the  American 
army,  fo  that  the  fettlement  was  left  in  a  very  weak  (fate 
of  defence;  which  being  reported  to  Col.  Butler,  who  had 
been  employed  as  an  agent  among  the  northern  favages,  and 
who  had  fometimes  aCied  as  their  leader,  he  immediately  led 
a  body  of  about  fifteen  hundred  men,  partly  Indians,  and 
the  reft  difguifed  like  fuch,  againft  this  hitherto  happy 
region,  which  was  protected  from  attacks  by  four  forts; 
Thefirflof  thefe  was  voluntarily  furrendered,  being  occupied 
by  thofe  who  are  called  Tories  :  the  fecond  was  taken  %y 
ftorm,  and  the  men  who  were  found  in  it  were  murdered, 
with  many  aggravations  of  malicious  cruelty,  but  the  women 
and  children  were  fpared.  Under  pretence  of  holding  a 
parley,  Butler  drew  the  principal  officer,  with  a  great  part 
of  his  force,  from  the  third  fort,  into  an  ambufcade,  where 
they  were  cut  to  pieces,  only  the  commander  and  about 
feventy  of  his  men  efcaping.  The  invader  then  invefted 
the  fort,  thus  rendered  incapable  of  any  efteCiual  defence, 
and  to  appal  the  fpirits  of  the  miferable  wretches  within  it, 
he  fent  them  two  hundred  gory  fcalps  of  their  murdered 
relations  and  comrades.  When  the  befieged  begged  to 
know  what  terms  he  would  grant  them  on  furrendering,  he 
replied,  ct  the  hatchet.”  Defpair  caufed  the  piace  to  be 
defended  a  fhort  time  longer,  but  it  was  at  length 
furrendered  at  diferetion.  The  conquerors,  now  grown 
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weary  of  manual  butcheries,  after  having  ,fele£ed  jbmefeyy 
from  the  general  (acrifice,  (hut  up  the  red,  without  regard 
to  fex  or  age,  and  fetting  fire  to  the  building,  enjoyed  the 
diabolical  pafiime  which  fucb  a  fpetfiacie  afforded  ;  w h i  1  ft 
their  ears  were  gratified  with  the  piercing  ciies  of  the  tor¬ 
mented  and  expiring  vidtims.  Another  fort  ffill  remained 

’  :  •  x 

unattacked,  but  which  was  furrendered  without  any  re¬ 
fill  a  nee  being  offered.  It  was  however  fatally  proved,  that 
the  relentlefs  nature  of  thefe  blood-hounds  could  neither  be 
humanized  by  fubmiffion,  nor  fatiated  by  daughter.  Some 
provincial  militia,  who  were  found  in  the  fort,  were  put  to 
death  on  the  fpot,  but  with  lingering  and  laboured  cruelty: 
the  refi,  of  each  fex  and  of  all  ages,  were  fliut  up  in  the 
boufes,  which  were  immediately  fet  on  fire,  and  the  inha¬ 
bitants  and  their  dwellings  perifhed  together.  The  families 
of  fuch  as  were  denominated  Tories,  were,  in  genera],  laved 
from  tn is  maffacre,  though  in  many  infiances  the  rage  for 
carnage  was  indiferiminating.  No  fooner  were  the  inha¬ 
bitants  extirpated,  than  the  country  was  laid  wafie,  and  the 
cattle  that  efcaped  with  life,  were  fuffered  to  live  only  to 
endure  a  keen  fenfe  of  mifery,  by  their  tongues  being  cut 
out,  or  their  bodies  maimed  in  fome  irremediable  manner— 
The  fadls  here  ftated  are  taken  from  the  account  of  this  ex¬ 
pedition  which  was  pubiifhed  by  Congrefs.  None  other 
has  appeared,  nor  has  the  authenticity  of  this  account  been 
controverted. 


A  party  of  Americans,  eager  to  revenge  fuch  a  feene  of 
deflation  as  the  world  has  been  a  firanger  to  for  more  than 
a  century,  not  long  after,  penetrated  with  uncommon  perfe- 
verance,  and  in  contempt  of  every  danger,  into  the  receffes 
from  whence  thefe  fiends  had  iffued.  All  the  caution  with 
which  they  approached,  could  not  prevent  an  alarm  being 
fpread,  fo  that  the  inhabitants,  both  Indians  and  Refugees, 
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tfeaped  ;  but  their  hcufes,  and  every  thing  which  they  poS- 

fefled,  were  deftroyed  and  laid  wafte. 

* 

A  Colonel  Clerke,  about  the  fame  time,  proceeded  from 
Virginia  into  the  country  of  the  Illinois,  a  nation  of  Indians 
dwelling  near  the  Upper  MilMippi,  among  whom  the  French 
are  fettled  in  great  numbers.  His  principal  object  was  to 
feize  the  French  Governor,  M.  de  Rocheblave,  who  had 
been  very  adtive  in  flirring  up  the  Indians  to  attack  the  back 
fettlements,  and  who  paid  them  a  price  for  iealps.  Al¬ 
though  twelve  hundred  miles  were  to  be  paffed  in  order  to 
arrive  at  Kafkafkias,  the  place  of  his  refidence,  yet  ths 
purpofe  was  fully  accomplifhed.  The  place  w7as  completely 
iurprized,  the  Governor  was  feized  upon,  and  fent  prifoncr 
to  Virginia  :  all  his  papers  were  likewife  fecured.  In  this 
expedition  the  Indians  were  every  where  flain  without 
inercy,  but  the  French  inhabitants  obtained  fecurity  in  their 
lives  and  property,  by  taking  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 

new  Slates. 

\ 

Whilft  thefe  horrid  feenes  were  tranfa&ing  in  the  Back 
Settlements,  the  SieurGerrard  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  in- 
vefted  with  a  public  chara&er  from  the  court  of  France  to 
the  American  States.  The  Congrefs  having  now  returned 
to  their  original  place  of  alfembly,  received  this  Minifterirv 
due  form,  in  that  very  city  from  whence  the  Britifh  Com- 
miffioners  had  been  compelled  to  withdraw  a  few  weeks 
before.  Thefe  Commiffioners,  now  defpairing  of  rendering 
any  fervice  to  their  country  by  their  embaffy,  iffued  a  long 
manifefto  from  New-York  *,  addreffed  to  the  people  at 
large  of  the  Thirteen  Colonies ;  in  which  they  reprefented 
the  conduct  of  Congrefs,  as  dellruftive  of  the  true  interefb 
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of  America  :  they  charged  that  body  with  having  affumed 
powers  which  their  conftituents  had  not  delegated  to  them  • 
and  with  deluding  and  deceiving  the  people.  They  then 
pronounced  their  farewel  to  America,  by  faying,  u  that  the 
country  having  profefled  the  unnatural  defign  not  only  of 
e  Arranging  herfelf  from  Great-Britain,  but  of  mortgaging’ 
herfelf  and  her  refources  to  France,  the  queftion  is,  how 
far  Great  Britain  may,  by  every  means  in  her  power,  deftroy 
or  render  ufelefs,  a  connexion  contrived  for  her  ruin,  and 
for  the  aggrandifement  of  France.  Under  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  the  laws  of  felf-prefervation  muft  direct  her  condu£f, 
and  if  the  Britifh  Colonies  are  to  become  an  acceflion 
to  France,  thofe  laws  will  dired  her  to  render  that  ac- 
ceffion  of  as  little  avail  as  poflible  to  her  enemy.” 

One  of  the  firft  confequences  of  hoftilities  beino-  com-1 
menced  by  the  French  on  the  coaft  of  America,  was,  the 
difpoffefling  them  of  their  fifheries  on  the  Banks  of  New¬ 
foundland,  which  the  peace  of  Paris  had  granted  to  them, 
rather  as  a  matter  of  favour,  to  be  held  at  the  good  pleafure 
of  Great  Britain,  than  as  a  tenure  to  be  maintained  by  force 
of  arms.  Admiral  Montague,  therefore,  who  at  this  time 
commanded  on  the  Newfoundland  ftation,  lent  Commodore 
Evans  with  a  fufficient  force,  to  feize  upon  the  fmalliflands 
of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon.  The  Governor  and  inha- 
bitants,  amounting,  with  the  garrifon  and  Teamen,  to  near 
two  thoufand  men,  capitulated  *,  and  were  conveyed  to 
France,  upon  which  the  iflands  were  reduced  to  their 
former  flate  of  defolation. 

As  foon  as  an  approaching  war  with  France  was  rumoured 
in  England,  a  committee  of  the  Weft  India  merchants 
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waited  upon  Lord  North,  to  reprefent  the  defenceless  ftate 
of  the  Weft  India  Iflands,  and  to  folicit  that  a  proper  force 
might  be  fent  out  for  their  defence.  The  minifter  expreffed 
his  concern,  that  the  pofture  of  public  affairs  was  fuch,  as 
rendered  it  impoflible  for  government  to  llrengthen  thole 
poffeffions  with  any  additional  troops,  and  recommended 
to  the  merchants,  that  they  fhould  provide  a  fufficient  fecu- 
rity  by  their  own  exertions.  The  defencelels  ftate  of  Do¬ 
minica  could  not  De  concealed  from  the  I  rcnch  ;  whilft  too 
fituation  of  that  ifland  between  Martinico  and  Guadaloupe, 
caufed  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  Governor  general  of  the 
former,  to  endeavour  to  re-annex  this  fpot  to  the  crown  of 
France.  As  foon,  therefore,  as  he  received  the  document 
from  his  court,  which  was  equivalent  to  a  dcclaiatton  of 
war  in  the  Weft  Indies,  he  proceeded  thither  with  2000 
troops,  and  as  fewer  than  100  regulars  defended  the  works, 
a  capitulation  followed  of  courfe  *.  Governor  Stuart, 
who  commanded,  obtained  fueh  favourable  terms  for  the 
inhabitants,  that  the  event  was  to  them  little  more  than  a 
change  of  fovereigns.  The  French  foldiers  and  volunteers 
were  gratified  by  receiving  a  confiderable  fum  .in  ready 
money  in  lieu  of  pillage,  which  prevented  the  fmalleft  dif- 
order  being  committed.  Notwithftanding  the  want  of  a 
garrifon  rendered  the  ifland  defencelefs,  yet  one  hundred 
and  fixty-four  cannon,  and  two  brafs  mortars  were  found 
there,  together  with  a  very  ample  fupply  of  warlike 
{lores,  which,  though  they  did  not  at  all  ferve  to  fecure  the 
place  from  a  foreign  attack,  greatly  enhanced  the  value  of 
its  conqueft.  The  Marquis,  effectually  to  fecure  what  he 
had  fo  eafily  gained,  left  a  garrilon  of  fifteen  hundred  men 
ea  the  ifland.  The  lofs  of  this  little  fpot  has  proved  of 
yaft  difadvantage  to  our  naval  operations  in  the  Weft  In 
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die?,  and  when  the  circumftances  of  it  are  confidered,  Do¬ 
minica  may  be  faid  to  have  been  conquered  in  America. 
The  enormous  fum  of  70,000).  fterling  had  been  expended 
on  its  harbour  and  fortifications :  a  fum  little  fhort  of  that 
which  had  been  received  from  government  by  the  fale  of 
lands  in  all  the  ceded  iflands ! 

{ 

The  interefts  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  were 
however  attended  to  as  early  and  efficacioufly  as  poffible. 
The  chairman  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  having  commu¬ 
nicated  with  the  miniftry  on  the  pofture  of  affairs  with 
refpedl  to  Great  Britain  and  France,  was  authorifed  to  fend 
advice  over-land  to  the  prefidency  at  Madrafs,  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  rupture  between  the  two  kingdoms.  The 
officer  who  was  entrufted  with  this  bufinefs,  received  in- 
ftrudtions  not  to  pafs  through,  or  even  to  touch  upon  the 
kingdom  of  France,  left  fufpicions  fhould  be  excited  con¬ 
cerning  the  purport  of  his  difpatches  :  he  therefore  pro¬ 
ceeded  through  Germany,  and  reached  Madrafs  with  fuch 
celerity,  that  the  Company’s  forces  were  forming  for  the 
purpofe  of  laying  fiege  to  the  French  fettlement  of  Pondi¬ 
cherry,  at  the  very  time  that  the  fleets  of  the  two  nations 
were  fighting  off  Ufhant. 

Early  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  Major  General  Mon¬ 
roe,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  had  approached  within  four 

T 

miles  of  the  place,  whilft  Sir  Edward  Vernon,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  fleet  cn  that  ftation,  blocked  it  up  by  fea. 

H  is  whole  force  conhfted  of  a  60  gun  (hip,  two  frigates, 
the  one  of  28,  the  other  of  20  guns,  a  (loop,  and  an  India- 
man  on  her  voyage  to  Europe.  Thefe  hoftile  attacks  were 
the  hr  ft  notices  which  the  French  received  of  any  breach 
between  the  two  fovereigns.  M.  de  Tronjolly,  the  French 
naval  commander,  foon  after  appeared  with  a  fuperior  force, 

having 
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having  a  {hip  of  64  guns,  two  frigates,  one  of  36,  the 
other  of  32  guns,  and  two  Indiamen  armed  for  wan  An 
a&ion  immediately  took  place,  which  was  maintained  with 
warmth  for  two  hours,  when  Tronjolly  retired  into  Pon¬ 
dicherry  ;  but  failing  out  fome  days  after,  Sir  Edward 
Vernon,  who  then  lay  off  the  harbour,  prepared  for  an¬ 
other  engagement.  This  the  French  chofe  to  avoid,  even 
at  the  inevitable  lofs  of  all  their  valuable  pofleftions  on  the 
Coromandel  coaft :  their  fquadron  retreated  in  the  night, 
and  proceeding  to  the  Mauritius,  appeared  no  more  in 
thofe  parts.  The  frigate  of  32  guns,  named  the  Sartine* 

was  taken. 

On  the  iSih  of  September  the  batteries  were  opened  be¬ 
fore  the  town.  M.  de  Bellecombe,  who  commanded, 
made  a  gallant  defence,  and  the  fiege  was  continued  very 
brifkly  until  the  16th  of  Odlober,  when  a  general  affauk 
was  intended  to  have  taken  place  the  next  day  5  but  the 
Governor  offering  to  capitulate,  prevented  the  {laughter* 
and  depredations  which  are  confequent  upon  that  3  aft:  ex¬ 
tremity  of  civilized  war.  Honourable  terms  were  granted, 
and  this  important  conqueft  was  made  with  little  iofs. 
The  fortifications  have  fmee  been  demolifhed  by  orders  front 
home.  The  pofleftions  which  the  French  held  on  the 
Ganges,  fubmitted  without  any  druggie,  fo  that  France 
(as  might  have  been  expedled)  loft  her  pofiefiions  in  the 
Eaft  to  become  patronels  of  the  Weft.  The  ambition  of 
princes  is  generally  doomed  to  mourn  over  lofles« 

The  King’s  fpeech  on  opening  the  feftion  was  totally 
fiient  with  regard  to  the  American  war,  and  the  whole  of 
the  parliamentary  buftnefs,  during  the  feffion,  which  re- 

*  November  26,  177 2, 
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Jpecied  America,  (the  voting  of  fupplies  for  continuing 
tnc  war  alone  excepted)  was  brought  on  by  the  members 
in  oppoiition.  They  reprobated  the  threat  which  hadffieen 
denounced  again#  America,  by  the  Commiffioners,  pre¬ 
vious  to  their  departure  from  that  continent,  in  very  fevere 
terms ;  and  in  the  Houfe  of  JLords  a  protefl  was  entered 
sgainft  it,  iigned  by  no  lets  than  thirty-one  Peers  *. 

i  he  attention  of  parliament  now  began  to  be  engaged 
by  an  altercation  which  had  arifen  to  a  considerable  height, 

between  the  Admirals  Keppel  and  Palifer,  on  the  conduft 

» 

of  the  latter  on  the  27th  of  July.  It  has  already  been  re~ 
maiked,  with  what  fuccefsful  afliduity  Admiral  Dieppe! 
had  been  traduced  in  the  public  prints  ;  at  length  thofe 
news-papers,  which  ferved  as  vehicles  for  anti-minifferial 
do&rines  could  no  longer  forbear  acting  in  their  vocation, 
and  accordingly  took  up  the  other  fide  of  the  queflion,  fo 
that  the  condu cf  of  Sir  rl ugh  hallifer  was  brought  under 
difeuffion,  with  no  more  delicacy  than  had  been  (hewn  to  h:$ 
fuperior  officer.  During  this  reciprocation  of  Sander,  an  ano¬ 
nymous  letter  was  inferted,  which  was  neither  fcurrilous  nor 
miSeading;  it  flated  the  tranfadions  of  that  day  fairly, 
and  drew  juS  and  obvious  conclufions,  which  indeed  con¬ 
veyed  an  implied  cenfure  on  the  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Blue. 
Sir  Hugh  P a! lifer  applied  to  Admiral  Keppel,  requiring 
him  to  contradidl  the  facls  advanced  in  that  paper.  Tht 
Admiral  declared  his  total  ignorance  of  it  or  its  author  5 
but  that  he  could  not  confidcr  him felf  as  under  any  obliga¬ 
tion  to  confute  an  anonymous  writer;  he  had  not  thought 
it  worth  his  while  to  take  notice  of  any  among  the  nume¬ 
rous  attacks  which  had  been  made  upon  bitnfelf.  In  a 
few  days  after,  Sir  Hugh  Pailifer  publiflied  in  the  news¬ 
papers  his  Hate  of  facts,  which  bore  hard  on  the  conduct 

*  December  7. 
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©f  his  fuperior  officer,  and  to  this  piece  he  ilgned  his 

name. 


This  procedure  caufed  the  matter  to  be  agitated  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  a  member  moved  to  addrefs  his 
Majefty  for  an  order  to  bring  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  his  trial, 
which  was  then  over-ruled,  but  not  rejedled.  Before  thi* 
proportion  was  refumed,  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  preferred  to  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  five  articles  of  accufation,  or  fpecific 
charges,  againfl  Admiral  Keppel,  for  his  conduct  on  the 
27th  of  July,  and  demanded  a  Court-martial  to  be  held 
upon  that  officer.  The  Admiralty-board  were  far  from  hefi- 
tating  to  Comply  with  a  requifition  which  affedfed  the  life  of 
the  molt  refpcdable  Commander  then  in  the  fervice,  and 
who,  during  forty  years,  had  acquired  the  refpedf,  effeem, 
and  love  of  the  navy  :  without  adverting  to  the  fufpicious 
appearance  which  this  conduct  bore,  of  being  didlated  by 
perfonal  refentment,  from  the  length  of  time  which  had 
elapfed  between  the  tranfadfion  on  which  it  was  ftated, 
and  the  charges  produced  ;  without  being  withheld  by  the 
confederation  of  the  vaft  injury  which  fuch  a  ftep  mull:  in¬ 
evitably  produce  to  the  public  fervice,  not  only  by  en¬ 
couraging  a  captious  humour  towards  fuperior  officers,  but 
by  introducing  divifions  and  animofities  into  the  navy,  at  a 
time  when  the  falvation  of  the  nation  depended  upon  the 
united  exertions  of  that  body  of  men  ;  and  finally  without 
regarding  the  adf  of  indelicacy,  in  giving  countenance  to  a 
member  of  their  own  board,  in  his  attack  upon  one,  in 
every  refpedt  whatever  his  fuperior,  whilft  the  accufer 
might  be  fuppofed  to  have  taken  this  ftep  for  the 
purpofe  of  fkreening  himfelf ;  uninfluenced  by  any,  or 
all  of  thofe  motives,  they  fufFered  an  ill-founded  plea 
of  official  duty  to  varnilh  over  their  prompt  alacrity,  and 
immediately  fent  a  copy  of  the  charges  to  the  accufed  Ad- 
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fDirsIj  accompanied  with  a  notice  for  mm  to  prepare  for  h is 
fpeedy  trial.  Such  a  condudl  fpread  difguft  through  the 
navy,  and  no  lefs  than  twelve  Admirals,  *  at  the  head  of 
whom  appeared  the  refpecftable  name  of  Lord  Hawke, 
ftgned  a  memorial,  which  was  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  in 
which  they  founded  their  complaint  againft  the  condud  of 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  upon  the  grounds  above  Rated. 

A  court-martial  was  accordingly  appointed  to  be  held  on 
board  the  Britannia,  in  Portsmouth  harbour;  but  in  con- 
fcquence  of  the  Admiral's  ill  Rate  of  health*  an  ad  of  par¬ 
liament  was  pafTed  empowering  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
to  order  it  to  be  held  on  fhore  :  from  the  (hip  it  was  there¬ 
fore  adjourned  to  the  Governor's  houfe  at  Portfmouth,  and 
began  on  the  8th  of  January,  1779.  On  the  nth  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  which  was  the  thirty-fecond  day  of  trial,  the  court, 
having  'heard  the  evidence  and  the  prifoner’s  defence,-  were 
of  opinion,  ce  that  the  charge  was  malicious  and  ill-found¬ 
ed  ;  f  it  having  appeared,  that  the  Admiral  fo  far  from  hav¬ 
ing  by  mifcondud  and  negled  of  duty,  on  the  days  therein 
alluded  to,  loft  an  opportunity  of  rendering  effential  fervice 
to  the  ftate,  and  thereby  tarnifhed  the  luftre  of  the  Britifb 
navy,  behaved  as  became  a  judicious,  brave  and  experi¬ 
enced  ofHcer.  The  court  therefore  unanimoufly  and  ho¬ 
nourably  acquitted  the  faid  Admiral  Auguftus  Keppel,  of 
the  feveral  articles  contained  in  the  charge  againft  him.’* 
Sir  Thomas  Pye,  the  prefident,-  on  delivering  to  Admiral 
Keppel  his  fword,  addrefted  him  in  the  following  words  : 

Admiral  Keppel  !  it  is  no  fmall  pleafure  for  me  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  commands  of  the  court  I  have  the  honour  to  pre- 


*  Hawke,  Moore, 'Bolton,  Graves,  Pigot,  Harland,  Briftol,  Young* 
Barton,  Geary,  Shutdham,  and  Gayton. 

-j-  In  affixing  this  mark  of  ftrong  and  fevere  condemnation  in  the 
body  of  the  fentence,  on  the  condufl  of  the  accufer,  the  court-martial 
confidered  themfelves  as  a  court  of  military  honour,  as  well  as  of  cri¬ 
minal  jurifdi&ion.  Annual  Regijler . 
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fide  at,  that  in  delivering  you  your  fvvord,  I  am  to  congra 
tuJate  you  on  its  being  reftored  to  you  with  fo  much  ho¬ 
nour  ;  hoping  ere  long  you  will  be  called  forth  by  your  So¬ 
vereign  to  draw  it  once  more  in  defence  of  your  country. 

Immediately  upon  the  acquittal  of  Admiral  Keppel,  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament  voted  him  their  thanks  for  his  gallant 
condu&  on  the  27th  of  July.  The  vote  of  thanks  was 
carried  without  a  diftenting  voice  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords* 
and  was  oppofed  by  only  one  member  *  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  Soon  after,  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  refigned  his  feat 
at  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  gave  up  his  pofts  of  Lieutenant- 
General  of  the  Marines,  and  Governor  of  Scarborough 
Caftle,  and  vacating  his  feat  in  Parliament,  kept  nothing 
but  his  rank  of  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue,  which  he  was 
laid  to  hold  as  a  qualification  for  his  trial  by  a  court-mar¬ 
tial.  Befides  the  honours  and  authority  annexed  to  thefe 
diftin&ions,  he  gave  up  an  income  of  4000!*  perannum4 

Many  circumftances  were  flated  in  evidence  on  the  trial 
of  Admiral  Keppel,  which  tended  to  criminate  his  accufer* 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  therefore  iflued  orders  for  a 
court-martial  to  be  held  on  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  which  began 
to  fit  on  board  the  Sandwich,  in  Portfmouth  harbour,  on 
the  12th  of  April,  f  The  trial  continued  until  the  5th  day 

A  a  0! 

*  Mr.  Strutt,  member  for  Malden. 

*  ,  's  '  . 

4  According  to  the  eftablifhed  mode  of  jfele£Hng  officers  for  coiirte* 
martial,  the  Hon.  Keith  Stuart*  who  commanded  the  Berwick*  in  Sir 
Robert  Harland’s  divifion,  on  the  27th  of  July*  being  then  at  Portf¬ 
mouth,  would  have  been  a  member  of  this  court,  had  he  not  been  fum- 
moned  as  a  witnefs  on  the  trial,  but  being  thereby  disqualified,  a  ne¬ 
phew  of  the  Admiral  to  be  tried,  took  his  place*  Capt.  Stuart  was  not 
examined  on  the  trial.  Lord  Longford,  of  the  America,  whofe  Ra¬ 
tion  was  near  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  on  the  day  of  a&ion,  was  fent  out  upon 

a  cruife; 
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of  May,  when  all  the  witnefles  having  been  examined,  and 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  having  made  his  defence,  the  court  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  deliver  their  opinion,  which  was,  “  That  the 
behaviour  of  the  Vice-  Admiral  of  the  Blue  on  the  27th  and 
28th  days  of  July,  was,  in  many  inftances,  highly  merito¬ 
rious  and  exemplary  ;  but  that  he  was  blameable  for  not 
making  the  diftreffed  fituation  of  his  fhip  known  to  the 
Admiral,  either  by  the  Fox  or  otherwife.  Yet  as  he  was 
cenfurable  in  no  other  part  of  his  condu£f,  the  court  are  of 
opinion,  he  ought,  notwithflanding  that,  to  be  acquitted^ 
and  he  is  acquitted  accordingly;”  Vice-Admiral  Darby, 
the  prefident,  then  delivered  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  his  fword, 
with  this  fhort  addrefs,  c<  Sir,  I  am  directed  by  the  court 
to  return  you  your  fword.”  Sir  Hugh  being  prefent  the 
next  levee  day  at  St.  James’s,  was  prefented  to  his  Majelly, 
and  gracioully  received.*  About  the  fame  time  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Harland  flruck  his  flag  at  Portfmouth,  and  refigned 
his  command. 

It  is  now  necefiary  to  return  to  the  proceedings  in  Par¬ 
liament,  and  the  attempts  made  to  afford  relief  to  Ireland, 
come  next  to  be  fpoken  of.  Earl  Nugent  deferibed  the  great 
diftreffes  of  that  kingdom,  the  manufadlurers  as  fufferino- 
every  fpecies  of  human  irrifery,  anti  if  not  fpeedily  relieved, 
he  foretold  that  they  would  infallibly  migrate,  and  carry  their 

*  "*  f  * 

a  cruife.  It  has  been  remarked,  that  three  captains  cf  the  bine  divi- 
fion,  who  were  involved  in  the  Admiral’s  guilt,  fat  in  judgment  upon 
him. 

*  As  the  Admiral  had  now  been  acquitted  by  a  court-martial,  in 
fame  meafure  to  eompenfate  for  the  facr'fices  which  he  had  made  of 
polls  and  emoluments,  on  the  death  cf  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  the  next 
year,  he  was  appointed  his  fucceffor  as  Governor  of  Greenwich  hofpi- 
tal,  and  fame  time  after,  is  faid  to  have  been  fixed  upon  to  command 
a  fleet  deitined  to  the  Ealf- Indies,  but  the  Lord  Chancellor  refufed  to 
affix  the  great  feal  to  the  commiffion, 

ufefui 
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tifefui  arts  along  with  them.  The  fubjedl  was  frequently  in¬ 
troduced,  His  lordfhip  afterted,  that  the  revenue  of  Ireland 
was  then  fo  diminilhed,  that  it  yielded  little  more  than  the 
expences  of  its  civil  eftabliftiment,  and  he  appealed  to  the  mi- 
nifler  for  the  truth  of  his  aflertion.  Lord  Beauchamp  informed 
the  Houfe,  that  the  Irifh  expected  a  free  exportation^  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  article  of  woollens^  When  thefe  applications 
proved  cf  no  avail,  Mr.  Burke  fpoke  of  n,000  men  in 
arms,  all  difciplined  troops,  which  the  conftitution  knevV 
nothing  of  $  a  new  kind  of  national  defence,  which  he  feared 
would  prove  too  powerful  for  adminiflration  td  control; 
The  Marq  uis  of  Rockingham  and  Lord  Shelburne,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  laboured  the  fame  point,  but  without 
efredh  At  length,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  feflion,  Lord 
Gower  entered  into  a  kind  of  engagement  for  himfelf  and 
his  colleagues  in  the  miniftry,  that  a  proper  plan  for  the 
affairs  of  Ireland  fhould  be  prepared  and  digefted  by  the 
miniftry,  during  the  fummer  recefs,  and  in  readinefs  to  lay 
before  parliament  at  the  opening  of  the  next  feftion,  by 
which  procraftination,  the  wound  which  at  that  time 
might  have  been  healed,  was  luffered  to  become  pan- 

o 

grenous6 

The  condudf:  of  the  firfl  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  Under* 
went  a  very  fevere  reprehenfion,  for  having  fent  out  Admi¬ 
ral  Keppel  with  only  20  {hips,  when  he  knew,  or  ought 
to  have  known,  that  the  French  fleet  confifted  of  32.  The 
vaft:  fums  voted  for  the  various  fervices  of  the  navy,  dur¬ 
ing  the  years  that  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  had  prefided  over 
that  department^  were  (hewn  to  exceed}  in  a  moft  aflo*- 
milling  degree,  the  provifion  made  by  parliament  for  that 
(ervice,  in  any  equal  number  of  years,  or  even  during  the  lad 
war.  The  ftate  of  our  navy  was  declared  to  have  been 
fuperior  at  the  breaking  out  of  that  war,  to  what  it  then 
Wass  and  the  eaufe  of  this  alarming  decline  of  ftrength  was 

^  a  a  attributed 
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attributed  to  the  negligence  and  mifcondudl  of  the  naval 
minider. 

The  pleas  urged  by  the  noble  Earl  in  his  defence  were : 
I’ hat  the  French  fleet  was  not  in  a  condition  to  fail  out  of 
Bred,  and  a£lually  continued  in  that  harbour  until  the 
day  after  Admiral  Keppel  failed  a  fecond  time  out  of  the 
channel*.  The  negleeled  {late  in  which  the  navy  lay  when 
Lord  Hawke  quitted  the  Admiralty  Board*  was  pleaded  as 
the  principal  caufe,  which  furnifhed  ground  for  the  pre- 
fent  complaint,  although  the  comparative  fieiv  which  was 

>k 

taken  of  the  navy  in  the  years  1755  and  1778,  was  ob¬ 
jected  to  as  delufivc.  A  fire  at  Portfmouth,  which  had 
confumed  lafge  quantities  of  (lores,  and  a  combination  of 
the  workmen,  which  had  impeded  the  building  and  re¬ 
pairing  of  (hips,  were  reprefented  as  events  which  mud 
inevitably  embarrafs  the  marine  minifier  in  his  attempts  to 
provide  a  formidable  navy.  But  thefe  difficulties,  he  faid, 
had  been  furmounted  :  the  arfensls  in  every  part  of  the  king¬ 
dom  were  at  that  time  fo  plentifully  furnifhed  with  timber  and 
jiaval  (lores  of  all  kinds,  fo  many  (hips  were  adlually  ready 
for  fea  ;  fo  many  more  were  preparing  with  vafl  expedi¬ 
tion,  and  would  foon  be  finifhed  ;  fo  that  in  a  very 
fhort  time,  fuch  a  naval  force  would  be  got  together,  as 
would  (Irike  terror  into  our  enemies. — Parliamentary  en¬ 
quiries  into  the  condudl  of  miniders  have  long  fince  become 
mere  matters  of  form.  The  grofleft  negledls  or  midakes 
may  be  glofied  over  by  plaufibility,  and  the  bed  founded 
charges  evaded  by  round  aflertions.  Such,  however,  was  not 
the  date  of  government  in  this  country,  during  the  war 
w  hich  Queen  Anne  waged  with  the  Houfe  of  Bour¬ 
bon  ;  each  Houfe  of  Parliament  then  indituted  very  clofe 

*  In  one  of  the  (late  papers  iftued  by  the  court  of  Verfailles,  the 
reafon  afligned  why  the  French  fleet  did  not  fail  fooner,  is,  that  the  court 
of  Spain  had  jull  then  become  a  mediator,  to  adjufl  the  difference  between 
the  two  nations. 

and 
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nd  effe&ual  enquiries  into  the  management  of  naval 
affairs,  even  when  the  Queen’s  confort  was  Lord  High  Ad¬ 
miral.  * 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  an  enquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  the  American  war  was  entered  upon.  Many  witneffes 
were  examined  at  the  bar,  and  fome  in  their  place  as  mem¬ 
bers.  The  evidence  of  many  tended  fully  to  juftify  the 
condud  of  Sir  William  Howe,  that  of  others  tended  to 
charge  him  with  a  general  want  of  vigilance,  and  brought 
particular  inftances  of  his  condudt  as  proofs  of  his  having 
neglected  to  improve  obvious  and  decifive  advantages.  By 


*  In  the  year  1704,  two  committees  of  enquiry  were  appointed  by  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  one  of  which  was  to  inlpecl  the  books  at  the  Admiral¬ 
ty  Office,  in  order  to  gain  exaft  information  of  the  conduct  the  Board 
had  purfued,  and  the  other  to  enquire  into  what  was  done  at  fea.  By 
their  means  much  mifmanagement  was  dete&ed,  the  whole  of  which 
was  reported  to  the  Houfe :  in  confequence  of  which,  an  addrefs  was 
prefented  to  the  Queen,  which  covertly  reflected  on  the  Prince  her  con- 
fort.  Her  Majefty,  however,  wifely  concealed  her  diffike,  and  in  her 
anfwer  allured  the  Houfe,  that  ffie  would  take  the  fubffance  of  their 
addrefs  into  her  ferieus  confideration,  and  give  fuch  directions  as 
ffiould  appear  moit  conducive  to  the  public  fervice.  Dr.  Campbell 
calls  this  addrefs,  which  was  prefented  on  the  5th  of  February,  1704.5, 
one  of  the  molt  valuable  itate-papers  extant,  as  it  is  a  noble  inltance  of 
the  true  fpirit  of  an  Engliih  parliament.  “  It  thews,”  fays  he,  “  how 
enquiries  may,  and  ought  to  be  condu&ed,  and  how  agreeable  it  is  to 
the  nature  of  our  conftitution  to  lay  before  the  crown,  and  exhibit  to 
the  people,  true  reprefentations  of  the  ftate  of  public  affairs,  that  men 
may  fee  how  the  money  goes,  which  isfaid  to  be  raifed  for  their  fervice, 
and  not  look  upon  government  as  a  bad  fteward,  that  receives  and  pays 
without  account.  This  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  was  the  reafon  that  this 
war  (for  the  Spanifh  fucceffion)  was  carried  on  fo  much  cheaper  than 
our  naval  armaments  have  been  ever  lince  j  for  when  enquiries  are  fre¬ 
quent,  fi auds  feldom  happen  3  but  when  thefe  are  either  difeouraged, 
made  only  for  form,  or  ufed  to  ferve  the  little  purpofes  of  parties, 
who,  under  colour  of  difeovering  the  faults  of  a  minifter,  mean  no  more 
than  to  become  minifters  themfelves,  things  muff  go  from  bad  to  worfe, 
and  a  fpirit  of  plundering  infinuate  itfelf  through  all  public  offices.'9 
lives  of  the  Admirals ,  III,  407.  Note. 
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thefe  latter  clafsof  witnefies  he  was  charged  with  inattention 

towards  conciliating  the  minds  of  the  Americans,  and  in 
not  arm  in  o;  fuch  as  were  well  afFe<5ied.  The  mottTeftential 
witnefies  in  favour  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  were? 
Lieut.  General  Eail  Cornwallis  and  Major-General  Grey; 
men  who  had  borne  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  fervice  during 
the  whole  war.  Thofe  of  mod  weight  on  the  contrary 
fide,  were,  General  Robinfon,  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
New-York,  and  Jofeph  Galloway,  Efq  ;  the  former  of 
thefe,  from  the  poft  which  he  held,  had  obtained  but  few 
opportunities  of  being  witnefs  of  the  diftant  operations  of 
the  army,  and  the  latter,  who  was  a  native  of  America, 
had  been  bred  a  lawyer,  and  was  a  member  of  the  jfirft 
Congrefs,  but  afterwards  becoming  a  recufant,  he  attached 
himfelf  to  the  Royal  caufe.  On  his  examination,  he  ap¬ 
peared  to  know  much  more  concerning  General  Howe,  and 
the  bufmefs  as  well  as  duties  of  a  Commander,  than  about 
himfelf,  and  thofe  proceedings  in  Congrefs  in  which  he  had 
borne  a  part. 

The  war  had  been  peculiarly  unfortunate,  and  it  was  a  a 
univerfally  received  corollary,  that  the  condu£t  either  of  the 
Minifter  or  of  the  Commander  muft  have  been  highly  cri¬ 
minal  •  hence  every  means  were  u(ed  to  criminate  the  one 
in  order  to  exculpate  the  other.  We  generally  attribute  all 
events  whether  profperous  or  adverfe,  to  the  arrangements 
of  men  rather  than  to  the  nature  of  things,  whofe  influence 
?s,  however,  much  greater,  though  lefs  vifible.  The  hu¬ 
miliating  events  of  the  American  war  may  perhaps  be  owing 
neither  to  any  wilful  or  flagrant  mifeonduct  in  the  General? 
employed,  nor  in  the  Minifter  presiding,  but  to  the  imprac¬ 
ticability  of  the  attempt  arifing  from  the  want  of  a  fufficient 
force;  could  an  Alva  or  a  Parma  fubdue  the  Flemings,  al¬ 
though  the  two  greateft  Generals  of  that  age,  when  the 

tiiilitary 


< 


(  351  ) 

military  charader  of  Spain  was  at  its  height  ?  Although  the 
firft  annexed  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  to  the  crown  of  Spain, 
he  only  impoverilhed  his  country,  and  degraded  himfelf  in 
the  Low  Countries.  In  deciding  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
American  war,  great  difplays  of  talents  or  zeal,  at  home 
or  abroad,  are  out  of  the  queftion  ;  no  ennobling  merit 
can  be  claimed  by  any  one,  nothing  more  can  be  pleaded 
than  not  to  have  been  intentionally  wrong. 

Thefe  enquiries  had  been  fet  on  foot  by  Sir  William 
Howe  and  Lord  Howe,  after  which  General  Burgoyne 
made  his  appeal  to  the  Houfe.  Being  confidered  in  the 
light  of  a  prifoner  to  the  American  States,  he  was  denied 
admittance  to  his  Sovereign,  and  his  requeft  to  be  tried  by 
a  Court-martial  was  alfo  refufed  ;  he  therefore  threw 
himfelf  upon  the  juftice,  and  claimed  the  protedion  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  the  only  means  in  his  power  of 
clearing  his  charader  to  his  profeflion  and  to  his  country, 
by  procuring  a  parliamentary  enquiry.  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
late  Governor  of  Quebec,  was  examined,  and  many  of  the 
officers  who  had  ferved  on  that  unfortunate  expedition,  the 
evidence  of  every  one  of  whom  tended  to  place  the  merit 
and  Offerings  of,  the  General  in  a  very  ftrong  light.  No 
endeavours  were  ufed  by  the  miniftry  to  weaken  the  force  of 
this  body  of  evidence  ;  and  all  the  reports  which  had  been 
generally  circulated  knd  believed  refpeding  the  General’s 
condud  in  particular  fpecified  inftances,  in  which  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  injudicious,  and  contrary  to  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  the  bell  officers  ferving  under  him,  more  efpecially 
his  paffing  the  army  over  Hudfon’s  River,  were  found  to  be 
altogether  groundlefs  and  falfe. 

The  Miniftry,  probably  apprehenftve  of  the  confequences 
which  might  enfue  from  fuch  a  full  and  uncontroverted  ex- 

A  a  4  culpatioa 


(  352  ; 

pulpation  of  the  General,  caufed  repeated  notices  to  be  fent 
mm  from  the  Secretary  art  War,  that  it  was  his  Majefty’s 
plealure  he  fhouid  return  to  his  army  at  Bofton  *.  Finding 
ai!  his  endeavours  to  avert  this  fenter.ce  of  exile,  ineffedualt 
he  threw  up  every  appointment  which  he  held  under  the 
crown,  and  thereby  became  no  longer  fubjed  to  orders 
from  that  quarter,  ,  ~  , 

\  :  v  :  ...  ► 

The  feffion  had  been  continued  to  an  unufual  length,, 
when  a  Royal  meffage  to  each  Houfe  was  officially  pre- 
fentedf,  which  was  accompanied  by  a  Manifefto  from  the 
court  of  Spain,  delivered  by  the  Marquis  D’Almodovar,  the 
Spanifli  Ambafiador,  who  had  therewith  received  letters  ©f 
recal.  In  this  implied  declaration  of  war,  the  court  of 
Madrid  complained  in  a  very  general  and  vague  manner,  of 
a  variety  of  affronts  and  injuries  which  had  been  received 
from  Great  Britain.  Thefe  were  ftated  to  amount  to  juffi 
one  hundred  in  number  ;  befrdes  which,  the  Manifefto 
fpoke  in  a  haughty  and  angry  tone,  of  the  Britifh  Miniftry 
having  applied  to  the  court  of  Spain  to  become  a  mediator 
in  the  difpute  between  France  and  Great  Britain,  which 
having  b-en  accepted,  the  negotiation  was  protradled  and 
•  .  •*  '  \  '  •*  *  ?  »  »  f  > 

i  hcfc  ordeis  occasioned  him  to  addrefs  a  letter  of  remonftrance  to 
the  Secretary,  in  which  he  Paid,  “  I  am  deprived  of  a  Court-martial 
upon  m)  conduct  in  Ameiica,  becaufe  I  am  not  fuppofed  to  be  amenable 
to  the  juftice  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  King  is  told,  I  have  difobeyed 
his  orders,  in  the  vejy  fame  breath  in  that  I  am  ftated  not  to  be  ac¬ 
countable  to  him.  13 y  this  do&rine  it  feems  fuppofed,  that  I  am  not 
capable  of  receiving  orders  for  the  purpofe  of  public  juftice  or  public 
fervice,  but  am  perfe<%  fpbjeff  to  all  fuch  as  have  a  tendency  to  my 
own  deftru&ion  — Lord  Peterfham,  the  prefent  Earl  of  Harrington, 
furrendered  at  Saratoga  along  with  General  Burgoyne  ;  that  nobleman, 

intlead  of  being  ordered  back  to  America,  raifed  a  company,  and  w$at 
with  it  to  Jamaica, 

,  ,  **  *  •  r  r  t  J 

t  Junc  l7>  *77% 
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flighted  by  the  Britifli  Miniftry,  who  fliewed  no  fincere 
defire  of  profiting  by  the  mediation  which  they  had  fought. 


A  general  confternation  feized  the  nation  upon  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  another  enemy,  although  the  ftate  of  politics  in 
Europe  at  that  time,  feemed  obvioufly  to  point  it  out. 
Neither  friend  nor  ally  prefented  itfelf  in  this  feafon  of  our 
extremity  ;  the  crifis  was 'aweful  and  alarming  ;  the  Lritith 
empire  feemed  to  {hake  to  its  foundations,  yet  the  nation 
felt  no  defponding  panic,  but  feemed  ready  to  meet  its  fate 
-with  a  fixed  firmnefs.  During  the  firft  emotion,  a  bill  was 
framed  for  doubling  the  militia,  which  however  did  not 
pafs  into  a  law,  but  the  powers  veiled  in  the  Board  of  Ad¬ 
miralty  to  imprefs  feamen,  were  enlarged,  and  the  claim  of 
protections  in  many  inftances,  was  rendered  invalid. 

The  neceffity  of  putting  an  end  to  the  war  in  America, 
was  now  reiterated  with  redoubled  force,  but  {till  the  attach¬ 
ment  to  that  ruinous  and  hopelefs  conteft  was  unalterable; 
neither  the  expediency  of-  driving  to  reduce  the  growing 
power  of  France  and  Spain,  which  called  for  the  full 
exertion  of  our  own,  nor  a  regard  to  the  inftin£tive  prin¬ 
ciple  of  felf-prefervation,  could  be  fuffered  to  operate  whilft 
America  remained  unfubdued, 

\  AT  %**'■*• 

The  fupplies  for  the  year  1779  had  been  ftated  by  the 
Minikin  this  fefTion  rather  earlier  than  ufual  $  the  budget 
having  been  opened  on  the  24th  of  February,  fo  that  no 
provifion  was  made  for  raifing  a  force  to  withftand  the 
attacks  from  Spain.  The  fervices  of  the  year  were  then 
^ftimated  to  require  1537295654! The  land-tax  and 

*  N  A  V  Y. 

70,000  feamen,  including  17,389  marines,  ordinary, 
building  and  repairing  fhips  -  - 

£N.B.  Nothing  wa$  voted  for  Greenwich  HofpitaL] 
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duties  upon  malt  furni/hed  their  wonted  proportions. 
Seven  millions  were  raifed  by  annuities,  and  a  Lottery,  con- 
fifting  of  forty-nine  thoufand  tickets,  was  diftributed  among 

the 


ARMY. 

50,34.6  effe&ive  men,  including  every  expence  - 
Provifions  for  forces  in  North  America,  Nova  Scotia, 
Gibraltar,  the  Ceded  Iflands,  and  Africa 
Foreign  troops  ferving  in  America,  with  the  fubfidies, 
provifions  and  artillery,  amounting  to  about  22,000 
men  - 

Hanoverians  ferving  at  Gibraltar  and  Minorca 
Augmentations  to  the  forces  for  1779 
Extraordinaries  of  the  land-fervice 
Ordnance  -  - 

Chelfea  Hofpital  • 

Militia  in  England,  and  Fencible  men  in  Scotland  5 
doathing  for  ditto,  and  additional  companies 


-  1,085,92$ 

1,103,118 


654,674 

56*°  75 

*59i7*5 

2,026,137 

9*7, 364 
103,127 

7*4?3°4 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES, 

To  the  Levant  Company  -  5,000 

New  Roads,  See,  in  Scotland  -  -  6,99 5 

Augmentation  of  Salaries  to  Judges  -  -  4,100 

Sums  blued  in  purfuance  of  Addrefes  from  the 

Houfe  of  Commons  ...  32,968 

Maintaining  and  employing  Convi&s  on  the 

Thames  -  -  -  13,586 

For  the  Relief  of  Loyal  American  Refugees  *  60,527 

Surveys  in  North  America  -  -  2,043 

For  difeovering  a  Method  of  dying  Scarlet  and 

Crimfon  on  Linen  and  Cotton  -  -  5,000 

Civil  Eftablifhments  in  the  Ifland  of  St.  John's, 

Georgia,  E.  and  W.  Florida  -  -  20,796 

forts  and  Settlements  in  Africa  «*  *  13,000 


LafI  Year's  Vote  of  Credit  difeharged 
Exchequer  Bills  difeharged 
Frizes  in  Lottery,  1778,  paid  off 


164,01 3 
1,000,000 
2,000,00© 
490,000 

Deficiencies 
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the  fubfcribcrs,  in  the  proportion  of  feven  tickets  for  every 
thoufand  pounds  fublcribed,  at  roi.  each  ticket.  Loid 
Jsorth  faid,  he  wanted  to  have  raifed  eight  millions,  but 
could  procure  no  more  than  feven.  The  whole  amount  of 
the  money  raifed  by  the  Lottery  was  to  be  diftributed  in 
prizes.  The  finking  fund  furnifhed  2,071,854!*.  Ex¬ 
chequer  bills,  to  the  amount  of  3,400,000!.  were  voted, 
and  other  ddi  confiderable  articles  of  revenue  completed  the 
Ways  and  Means.  The  number  of  feamen  was  augmented 
to  feventy  thoufand,  and  the  land  forces  to  thirty  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  forty-fix.  A  vote  of  credit  for  a  million 
was  afterwards  paffed.  No  part  of  the  Navy  debt  was  dif- 
charged  this  year.  The  terms  on  which  the  loan  was 
filled°,  were,  befides  the  douceur  of  Lottery  tickets,  three 
per  cent,  per  annum,  and  an  annuity  of  3!.  15s*  Per  annum 
for  the  term  of  twenty-nine  years,  for  every  iool.  The 
annual  intereft  payable  on  the  money  borrowed,  amounted 
to  472,5001.  to  raife  which,  an  additional  duty  of  five  per 
cent,  was  laid  on  the  full  produce  of  the  Excife  ;  beer,  ale, 
foap,  candles,  and  hides  excepted;  (which  was  eftimated 
at  *282,1091.)  a  tax  on  poft-norfes  of  one  penny  per 
mile  (164,250!.) :  an  additional  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on 
pambricks  (36,000!), 

No  more  than  fifteen  days  elapfed  between  the  delivery  of 

the  Spanifh  Manifefto  and  a  Spanifh  army  blockading  Gi- 

,  •  -  <  /  •  *  c  1 

peficiencies  in  Land,  2,50,000!.  Malt,  260,000!.  Fund 
in  1758,  40,54.01.  Ditto  in  1778,  98,8911.  In  Grants 
for  1778,  66,7441.  -  "  “  6$6,i  ,,5 

[Note,  The  enumerated  Articles  of  Expence  exceed  the  given  Total, 

\>y  One  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds.] 

*  The  produce  of  the  finking  fund,  at  the  quarter  ending  5th  of 
January,  1779,  was  not  fpecified  as  ufual,  becaufe  the  large  appro¬ 
priation  of  that  fund  the  preceding  year  had  cenfumed  more  than  the 

whole,  .  T 
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bff5iar'nrhC  a,UCntJ10n  °f  Government  ha^  been  however 
f  Uf;  ei"P!°yed  to  put  that  important  poffeffion  into  a 

*' lS  ihtC,0t  defence-  A  numeious  garrifon  defended  the 
works  and  an  ample  fupply  of  ammunition  and  neceffaries 

were  depofited  m  the  magazines ;  but  we  ft  all  forbear  to 

ipeak  of  the  military  tranfadions  in  Europe  during  the  year 

1779,  until  the  events  which  turned  up  in  the  weftern  he. 
imlphere  are  related. 

-  rhil^ral  Byr0n’S  fleet  blocked  UP  the  harbour  of 
Boftou  D  Efta.ng  dared  not  put  to  fea,  but  a  ftorm  having 

driven  the  former  from  his  ftation  in  the  beginning  of  No! 
vember  1779,  the  latter  took  the  opportunity  to  make  his 
efcape  and  proceeded  tothe  Weft-Indies.  Towards  the  latter 
cn  of  the  fame  month  a  body  of  troops,  confifting  of  High¬ 
landers,  Heftians  and  Provincials,  which  were  commanded l  by 
leutenant  Col.  Campbell,  embarked  in  tranfports  at  New 
York,  and  being  accompanied  by  a  Squadron  under  Com¬ 
modore  Hyde  Parker,  proceeded  to  Savannah  in  Georeia 

whilft  Major  General  Prevoft,  who  commanded  T„  72 

F  lorida,  was  direfled  to  co-operate  in  the  defign  of  reducing 
that  province,  by  entering  it  from  St.  Auguftine,  with  all 
the  force  which  he  could  draw  together.  Colonel  Camp 
bel,  as  has  been  related,  was  made  prifoner  at  Bofton,  foon 
after  the  Britifh  army  left  the  town.  He  had  endured  a 
long  and  rigorous  captivity,  but  he  now  compenfated  for 
hts  inaction,  by  totally  defeating,  immediately  upon  his 
landing,  the  American  force  which  was  collected  for  the 
defence  of  the  Province,  and  commanded  by  a  Major- 
General  Robert  Howe.  He  became  mafter  of  the  town  of 
Savannah,  as  the  firft  fruits  of  this  viftory,  which  was  di- 
*ti  ngut  Ihed  by  a  conduct  not  very  prevalent  in  this  civil 
war,  for  no  violences  were  committed  on  the  inhabitants, 
Beuher  did  any  vindi&ive  flaughter  of  the  vanquiihed  troops 

ftaia 
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ftain  the  glories  of  the  day.  Had  Colonel  Campbel  bem 
actuated  by  perfonal  refentment  for  the  injuries  he  had  fuf- 
fered,  he  might  have  converted  himfelf  into  the  inftrument 
for  executing  the  valedidtory  threat  of  the  Commiffionors, 
but  he  alTociated  humanity  with  his  courage  and  conduct. 
The  Province  was  fubdued  fo  foon  after  this  decifive  ffroke, 
that  General  Prevoft  had  only  the  opportunity  of  reducing 
the  town  of  Sunbury.  The  chief  command  now  devolved 
on^that  officer,  and  he  was  not  backward  to  follow  up  thefe 
fignal  fucceffes  *.  General  Lincoln  had  arrived  at  South- 
Carolina  with  an  army  for  the  protection  of  that  Province, 
and  polled  himfelf  on  its  fouthern  frontier.  A  detachment 
from  this  army,  confining  of  two  thoufand  men,  was,  by 
an  effort  of  fuperior  generalfhip,  fo  completely  furprifed,  as 
to  lofe  one  fourth  of  their  numbers  in  killed  or  made  pri- 
foners,  whilft  thofe  who  efcaped,  abandoned  their  arms, 
which,  together  with  the  ammunition,  baggage,  cannon 
and  provifion,  became  theNpoil  of  the  conqueror  f.  Some 
time  after,  Lincoln  having  changed  his  pofition,  Prevofl 
entered  South-Carolina  with  three  thoufand  men,  and 
gaining  three  days  march  of  his  adverfary,  appeared 
before  Charleilown,  which  he  fummoned  to  furrender  the 
1 2th  of  May.  No  terms  which  he  could  offer,  however  fa¬ 
vourable,  were  fufficient  to  induce  a  furrender,  but  it  was 
propofed  that  the  city  and  whole  Province  Ihould  obferve  a 
neutrality  during  the  war,  which  being  rejected  on  the 
other  fide,  a  general  affault  was  expe£led  by  the  inhabitants  ; 
the  general,  however,  being  without  artillery,  and  unfup- 
ported  by  a  naval  force,  defifled.  He  then  took  poffeffion 

#  The  General  immediately  declared  the  Province  in  the  King’s 
peace  ;  which  thews  the  ufeleffnefs  of  the  commifiion  which  was  fent  out 
principally  for  that  purpofe,  but  without  exercifing  fuch  authority  in 
any  one  diftrift. 

f  March  3,  1779. 
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of  the  ifland  or  Port  Royal,  by  which  he  obtained  a  fecure 
footing  in  the  Province,  whilft  General  Lincoln,  with  five 
thoufand  Americans,  was  unable  to  difpoflefs  Lieut.  Colo¬ 
nel  Maitland  of  a  dong  poll  which  he  occupied  at  Stono 

The  campaign  on  the  fide  of  New-York  was  languid, 
and  its  operations  confined  to  the  furprife  of  polls  and  de- 
fultory  excurfions.  An  expedition  was  undertaken  to  the 
Chefapeak  in  the  beginning  of  May,  in  which  Sir  George 
Collier  commanded  the  fleet,  which  e Heeled  the  deftru&ioa 
of  vail  quantities  cf  tobacco,  large  magazines  of  provifions 
and  naval  {lores,  together  with  one  hundred  and  thirty  {hips 
and  vefiels,  which  were  either  burnt  or  taken.  Another 
expedition  to  the  coal!  of  Connecticut,  occafioned  the  de¬ 
duction  of  the  towns  of  Fairfield,  Norwalk  and  Green¬ 
field.  The  lofs  of  an  American  fleet  which  failed  from 
Boffon,  to  reduce  a  fortrefs  lately  conducted  by  Colonel 
Macleane  on  the  river  of  Penobfcot,  was  an  irreparable  blow 
to  the  Northern  Colonies,  by  reduing  a  maritime  force, 
which  they  had  ufed  every  poflible  means  to  raifie  that 
human  exertions  could  fupply.  The  vigilance,  intrepidity, 
and  feamanfhip  of  Sir  George  Collier,  atchieved  this  great 
exploit.  Eight  American  frigates,  from  thirty-two  to  fix- 
teen  guns,  and  feven  armed  brigs,  were  blown  up  ;  four 
more  were  taken  3  but  the  crews  of  the  (hips  deftroyed, 
efcaped  on  fhore. 

The  arrival  of  D’Eflaing  in  the  Weft  Indies  had  been 
preceeded  by  a  large  body  of  troops  under  Major  General 
Grant,  which  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  fent  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  Britifh  iflands  there.  This  force,  aflifled  by 
the  fleet  under  Admiral  Barrington,  made  a  defeent  on  the 
French  Ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  and  were  on  the  point  of  be- 
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coming  mafters  of  the  whole,  when  D’Eftaing  appeared 
with  fifteen  {hips  to  its  relief.  The  danger  of  the  Britifh 
fleet  and  army  became  extreme,  but  the  event  of  the  con- 
teft  difplayed,  in  the  moft  illuftrious  manner,  the  fuperio- 
rity  of  their  valour  and  fkill.  The  French  commander, 
unable  to  make  any  imprefiion  upon  the  troops,  who  re¬ 
ceived  him  with  a  cool  firmnefs,  and  fwept  away  his  men 
by  their  well  directed  fire,  was  equally  incapable  of  bring¬ 
ing  his  fuperior  naval  ftrength  to  bear  upon  the  Britifh 
fhips.  After  having  fuffered  a  lofs  in  killed  and  wounded 
of  1600  men,  foiled  and  difgraced  in  all  his  attempts,  he 
abandoned  the  ifland,  which  immediately  furrendered  ;  fo 
that  he  had  the  additional  mortification  of  feeing  the 
Britifh  flag  flying  from  all  quarters.  The  bravery  of  our 
troops,  though  it  could  chafe  away  a  foreign  enemy, 
could  not  withffand  the  noxious  qualities  of  the  climate; 
both  foldiers  and  Tailors  fell  a  prey  to  that  deft royer.  The 
labour  which  was  requifite  to  put  the  place  in  a  refpe&able 
ftate  of  defence,  increafed  the  mortality,  and  caufed  the 
poffeflion  of  St.  Lucia  to  be  obtained  at  too  dear  a  rate. 

Admiral  Byron  arrived  foon  after,  when  Barrington, 
whofe  name  ought  ever  to  be  revered  for  the  eflential  fer- 
vices  which  he  rendered  his  country,  in  repelling  this  for¬ 
midable  attack  of  the  French,  became  fecond  in  command. 
Soon  after,  the  Britifh  fleet  was  reinforced  by  a  fquadroni 
under  Admiral  Rowley,  and  the  French  by  one  under  M. 
de  Grafte.  The  attention  which  was  necellary  to  be  paid 
to  a  valuable  fleet  of  merchant  fhips  which  were  colle&ed 
at  St.  Chriftopher’s,  to  proceed  to  England,  obliged  Ad¬ 
miral  Byron  to  quit  his  ftation  off  Martinique.  This  fur- 
nifhed  an  opportunity  for  a  fmall  body  of  troops,  not  more 
than  four  hundred  and  fifty  men,  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
ifland  of  St.  Vincent,  where  the  difpofition  of  the  French 
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inhabitants,  and  of  the  native  caribbs,  were  well  known* 
This  fmall  force,  under  the  command  of  an  officer  of  in¬ 
ferior  rank,  found  means  to  reduce  the  ifland*,  although 
defended  by  upwards  of  four  hundred  regular  troops.  The 
bad  policy  of  that  feverity  which  had  been  exercifed  towards 
the  native  Indians  upon  that  ifland,  then  became  apparent, 
and  a  valuable  poffeflion  was  loft,  by  government  having 
yielded  a  few  years  before  to  the  folicitations  of  injuftice 
and  rapacity  f.  The  good  fortune  of  F ranee  now  prevailed. 
La  Motte  Piquet  arrived  about  the  fame  time  with  a  rein¬ 
forcement,  having  on  board  troops  and  naval  ftores,  where¬ 
upon  D’Eftaing  immediately  put  to  fea,  and  proceeded  to 
the  ifland  of  Grenada,  having  then  twenty-fix  fhips  of  the 
line  under  his  command,  and  near  ten  thoufand  land” 
forces.  The  fate  of  the  ifland  was  inevitable;  but  the  re* 
folute  defence  made  by  Lord  Macartney,  the  Governor, 
protra&ed  it  for  fome  time,  until  a  hill  which  commanded 
the  fort,  being  forced,  after  a  gallant  defence,  in  which 
the  French  loft  three  hundred  men,  the  Governor  propofed 
to  capitulate;  but  the  terms  offered  by  the  French  General, 
with  the  haughty  port  of  a  conqueror,  being  unufually  hard, 
the  fort  and  ifland  was  furrendered  at  diferetionf.  The 
behaviour  of  D’Eftaing,  in  this  his  firft  fuccefsful  enterprize, 
degraded  hischarafler  by  thefeverity  and  opprefllon  withwhich 
his  conduct  was  marked.  That  feries  of  adverfe  fortune 
which  had  hitherto  attended  him,  could  not  fail  of  making 
2  deepimpreflion  on  a  man  fo  exceedingly  irritable,  and  im¬ 
patient  to  acquire  glory ;  befides  which,  he  harboured  a 
perfonal  refentment  againft  the  Englifh  nation  ;  as  he  la¬ 
boured  under  a  charge  of  having  broken  his  parole  when  a 
prifoner  in  the  laft  war,  on  which  account  many  expreflions 

•  June  16,  1779-  t  See  Pa£e  95*  I  Ju1>'  3>  1779- 
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of  ftrong  contempt  had  been  thrown  out  by  the  British  naval 
commanders,  againft  him,  of  which  he  was  well  apprifed, 
and  a  mind  confcious  of  a  diftionourable  a&ion  is  prepared  to 
admit  the  moft  implacable  refentments  *• 

The  appearance  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  confifting  of  twehty- 
one  (hips  of  the  line,  was  now  too  late  to  fave  the  valuable 
poffeflion  which  it  became  a  witnefs  to  the  lofs  of ;  but  it 
interpofed  feafonably  for  the  prefervation  of  Tobago,  the 
only  poflefiion  which  remained  to  England  of  the  iflands 
which  were  ceded  to  her  at  the  peace  of  Paris,  A  partial 
engagement  followed,  in  which  Admiral  Barrington,  in  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  with  the  Captains  Sawyer  and  Gardner, 
in  the  Boyne  and  Sultan,  fuflained  the  whole  weight  of  the 
French  van  for  a  confiderable  time]  the  adlion  was  inde- 
cifive  ;  many  of  our  fhips  fullered  confiderable  damage,  and 
Admiral  Barrington  received  a  flight  wound  :  the  French 
are  Paid  to  have  had  twelve  hundred  men  killed  and  two 
thoufand  wounded  ;  a  Captain  and  live  Lieutenants  were 
flain  on  board  one  fhip.  Their  condudf  throughout 
the  action,  fhewed  great  inattention  to  feize  the  advan¬ 
tages  which  prefented,  in  confequence  of  their  decided  fu- 
periority  in  point  of  force. 

If  D’Eftaing,  immediately  after  this  conflidl,  had  bent 
his  whole  force  againPb  Jamaica,  it  can  fcarcely  be  doubted 

,  1 

#  The  Count  D’Eftaing  refembles  Marfhal  Tallard  in  his  defers  3 
he  is  extremely  fhort  lighted,  and  impetuous  even  to  rafhnefs  j  which 
caufed  him  to  be  made  prifoner  before  Madrafs  in  1758,  as  Tallard  was 
at  the  battle  of  Blenheim.  Re  was  permitted  to  return  to  Europe  on  his 
parole*  but  during  the  Voyage  he  caufed  himfelf  to  be  collufively  ex¬ 
changed,  and  immediately  proceeded  againft  the  Englifh  Eaft-India 
Company’s  fettlement  of  Bencoolen,  which  he  could  not  fail  of  re¬ 
ducing.  This  conduct  led  the  late  Admiral  Bofcawen  to  declare,  that 
if  it  was  his  fortune  to  make  D’Eftaing  his  prifoner*  lie  would  chain  him 
to  the  deck  like  a  monkey, 
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that  he  would  have  annexed  that  valuable  ifland  to  the 
crown  of  France.  The  reprefentations  which  were  made 
to  government  of  its  weak  ftate  of  defence,  had  been  urgent 
and  repeated,  but  without  effe£f  ;  indeed  fome  time  after 
troops  did  arrive,  but  the  moment  of  extreme  danger  was 
then  elapled.  As  the  progrefs  of  the  Britifh  arms  in  the 
fouthern  Provinces  was  a  new  and  unexpected  event,  the 
French  commander  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  received  no 
pcfitive  orders  from  Europe,  for  attempting  the  recovery  of 
Georgia  and  proteftion  of  Carolina  ;  the  inftrudions  under 
which  he  added  might  perhaps  leave  him  at  liberty  to  choofe 
his  own  plan  of  conduff,  and  that  he  proceeded  to  the  con¬ 
tinent  ought  not  to  be  attributed  to  warmth  of  zeal  in  the 
caule  of  his  maker  s  ally,  becaufe  it  was  greatly  for  the  in- 
?ore(l  of  France  to  prevent,  if  poflible,  her  rival  becoming 
poiTeffed  of  the  valuable  Province  of  South  Carolina,  from 
whence  fhe  drew  thofe  articles  of  commerce  which  were 
i,er  °nly  compenfation  lor  this  moft  expenfive  alliance,  and 
the  forces  of  the  country  were  utterly  unequal  to  the  tafk  of 
protecting  that  Colony,  fo  remote  fiom  the  centre  of  ope¬ 
rations.  D  Eftaing  therefore  was  no  fooner  difengaged  from 
Byron  than  he  proceeded  to  Georgia,  and  on  his  paftage 
thither,  happened  to  capture  Sir  James  Wallace  in  the  Ex¬ 
periment,  a  fifty-gun  fhip,  with  a  large  fum  of  money  on 
hoard,  to  pay  the  troops  at  Savannah  $  three  frigates  like- 
wife  fell  into  his  hands. 

The  French  troops  were  landed  on  the  gth  of  September, 
and  on  the  16th  their  General  fummoned  the  Commander 
at  Savannah  to  furrender  the  town  to  the  French  King. 
Prevoft,  on  the  firft  alarm  of  danger,  had  called  in  Co¬ 
lonel  Maitland  and  his  force,  which  then  was  at  Port  Royal 
ifland,  and  that  able  officer  effected  his  retreat,  and  arrived 
ft  the  moft  critical  point  of  time  j  for  after  various  letters 
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bad  been  interchanged  between  the  two  Generals,  Prevott 
Was  allowed  only  twenty-four  hours  for  returning  a  decifive 
anfwer.  Had  D’Ettaing  formed  the  attack  immediately 
upon  his  landing,  he  mutt  inevitably  have  carried  the  town  ; 
but  his  confidence  in  the  force  which  he  commanded,  led 
him  fo  much  to  defpife  his  enemy,  that  he  was  rendered  in¬ 
cautious,  and  weakly  neglected  to  penetrate  into  their  de- 
iigns.  Lincoln,  with  the  American  force,  arrived  the  day 
after  the  invitation  to  capitulate  had  been  rejected.  The 
French  army  is  fuppofed  to  have  confided  of  nearly  nve 
thoufand  men,  the  American  of  about  three  thoufand  :  the 
whole  force  under  Prevoft,  comprehending  regulars,  pro¬ 
vincials,  and  failors,  might  amount  to  three  thoufand,  but 
ardent  were  the  exertions  ufea  to  (Lengthen  the  works,  and 
fupply  the  want  of  artillery  with  the  guns  from  the  Chips, 
The  judicious  difpofition  of  this  force  is  to  be  attributed  to 
Capfr.  MoncriefFe,  who  was  principal  Engineer. 

An  heavy  bombardment  began  on  the  night  of  the  3d  of 
O&ober,  which  proving  ineffectual,  on  the  oth  a  general 
affault  was  made  upon  the  Britifh  lines  by  the  French  and 
Americans,  on  which  occafion  D’Eftaing  led  his  chciceft 
troops  in  perfon.  Capt.  Taws,  who  commanded  a  re¬ 
doubt,  made  a  moft  heroic  defence,  but  he  was  at  length 
flain,  whilft  his  fword  was  plunged  into  the  body  of  the 
third  enemy  whom  he  had  killed  with  his  own  hand.  The 
bravery  of  this  officer  had  been  difplayed  in  many  actions, 
but  his  Cervices  had  failed  of  procuring  him  any  advancement 
in  rank.  When  the  foremoft  of  the  French  troops  had 
mounted  the  works,  and  were  in  the  near  profpeCt  of  be¬ 
coming  matters  of  the  place,  feme  batteries,  which  were 
difeharged  by  feamen,  dealt  fuch  deftruCtion  in  every  di¬ 
rection,  as  greatly  impeded  the  advancement  of  the  main 
body  5  at  the  fame  time  a  party  of  grenadiers  and  marines* 
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bravely  aflailed  thofe  who  had  gained  the  lines,  and  who 
had  there  planted  the  ftandards  of  France  and  America  5 
thefe  they  flew,  and  immediately  attacked  the  advancing 
enemy,  flopped  their  progrefs,  and  threw  them  into  dis¬ 
order.  All  thefe  exploits  were  performed  amidfl  the  ob- 
fcurity  of  night,  and  by  the  return  of  day  the  enemy  were 
effe&ually  repulfed.  At  ten  in  the  morning  they  afked  a 
truce,  for  the  purpofe  of  burying  their  dead  and  carrying  off 
their  wounded  \  which  lay  in  fuch  numbers,  as  in  many 
places  to  fill  up  the  ditches  ;  the  works  were  ftrewed  with 
them,  and  a  moft  fhocking  Scene  of  fiaughter  prefented  itfelf 
on  every  fide.  D’Eftaing  himfelf  received  two  dangerous 
wounds ;  Count  Polafki,  a  Polifn  nobleman,  who  had  been 
an  a&ive  partifan  in  the  caufe  of  America,  was  mortally 
wounded.  The  French  did  not  lofe  lefs  than  fifteen 
hundred  men  in  killed  and  wounded  through  the  whole  of 
this  fervice  5  the  lofs  of  the  Americans  whs  never  ascer¬ 
tained.  On  the  1 8th  of  O&ober  each  broke  up  their  camp, 
after  having  openly  and  pafilonately  reviled  the  other  as  the 
caufe  of  their  joint  misfortune  :  the  former  retreated  on 
board  their  fhips,  the  latter  to  Carolina,  leaving  General 
Prevcft  and  his  brave  coadjutors,  in  poffefiion  of  the  higheff 
renown,  which  military  merit  Successfully  exerted  could 
•pofilbly  confer.  The  killed  and  wounded  in  this  memorable 
defence,  did  not  amount  to  more  than  fifty,  but  Lieutenant 
Col.  Maitland,  who  had  contributed  greatly  to  this  exploit, 
icon  after  died  of  a  fever  brought  on  by  his  laborious  Service. 

In  the  mean  time  the  French  fleet  had  fuflained  con- 
fiderable  damage  by  tempeftuous  weather,  which  obliged 
the  Commander  to  proceed  with  the  chief  of  his  fhips  to 
Breft,  where  he  arrived,  crcff-fallen  and  difgufted,  en¬ 
during  the  angulfli  of  his  wounds,  and  the  keener  fen- 
fations  excited  by  a  wounded  Spirit  :  defeated  when  he 
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had  affured  himfelf  of  conqueft ;  upbraided  by  his  allies  ; 
his  military  character  debafed,  and  the  expectations  of  his 
country  blafted  :  thus  terminated  the  formidable  expedition 
under  the  conduct  of  the  Count  D’Eftaing.  In  Africa  the 
French  wrefled  from  Great  Britain  the  important  fettlement 
of  Senegal,  which  had  been  taken  from  them  in  the  year 
1758. 

Many  were  the  difireffes  and  embarraffments  which  the 
States  of  America  experienced.  Their  wants  were  nume* 
rous,  and  their  refources  fuch  as  only  their  neceffities  could 
juftify  reforting  to.  The  fums  which  had  been  iffued  by 
the  authority  of  Congrefs,  in  paper  currency,  exceeded 
thirty-five  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  confequent  depre¬ 
ciation  of  that  fymbol  greatly  funk  the  credit  of  the  New 
States.  Unfuccefsful  attempts  had  been  made  to  negotiate 
loans  in  Europe,  and  debts  to  the  amount  of  more  than 
eight  millions,  were  contracted,  without  any  funds  being 
provided  for  their  difcharge,  whilfi:  the  war  ftill  called  for 
frefii  fupplies.  The  continental  troops,  to  the  want  of  pay 
added  that  of  cloathing  and  other  neceffaries,  whilfi:  the 
northern  Colonies  appeared  backward  to  furnifh  their  con¬ 
tingents,  and  fome  of  the  leading  men  at  Bolton,  openly 
expreffed  their  apprehenfions  from  a  Handing  army  being 
maintained,  even  in  fuch  an  exigency  of  affairs,  and  the 
popularity  of  Washington  became  a  caufe  of  jealoufy  to 
thefe  fharp-fighted  republican  theorifts.  The  American 
force  at  fea  was  alfo  brought  extremely  low,  and  the  So¬ 
vereign  whom  they  filled  their  great  and  good  ally,3’  was 
not  at  all  difpofed  to  lend  any  afiiffance  to  reftore  their 
marine.  Neverthelefs,  ar/iidft  poverty,  diflrefs,  and  in¬ 
ternal  divifions,  their  refentment  againfl;  England  became 
more  rooted  and  inveterate  than  ever* 
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1  lie  ntuation  of  Great  Britain  at  that  time  feemed  to 
loiebode  an  utter  extinction  of  her  power  and  confequence. 
The  Manifeftos  of  France  and  Spain  avowred  the  motives 
for  their  confederacy  to  be,  befides  the  avenging  their  re- 
fpedive  injuries,  u  a  defign  to  put  an  end  to  that  tyran¬ 
nical  empire  which  England  had  ufurped  and  pretended  to 
maintain  upon  the  ocean.”  To  execute  thefe  threats,  a 
fleet,  con  fitting  of  twenty-eight  fail,  under  the  command 
of  M.  D  Orviiliers,  failed  from  Brett  in  the  month  of 
June,  1779,  and  joined  a  yet  more  numerous  Spanifh  fleet 
at  Cadiz,  the  trench  Admiral  being  entrufled  With  the 
chief  command  of  this  combined  force,  vrhich  amounted 
to  fixty-fix  fliips  of  the  line,  befides  a  vaft  number  of 
frigates.  Sir  Charles  Hardy  w*as  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  Biitifh  fleet  which  was  to  defend  the  empire  againtt: 

its  powerful  enemies.  This  officer  had  quitted  the  fervice 

#  *  *  v 

many  years,  having  obtained  the  honourable  retreat  which 
the  government  of  Greenwich  Hofpital  was  meant  to  afford. 
It  had  never  been  his  fortune  to  render  himfelf  confpicuous 
as  a  commander,  and  the  infirm  ttate  of  his  health  was  not 
calculated  to  procure  popularity  to  himfelf,  or  fiimulate  to 
a&iviiy  in  the  fervice,  but  the  operations  of  the  campaign 
were  meant  to  be  merely  defenfive,  and  the  debilitude  of 
exhautted  life,  it  fliould  feem,  was  thought  adequate  to  fuch 
a  purpofe.  Thirty-fix  fhips  of  the  line  compofed  the  grand 

fleet  for  the  home  defence. 

*  »  '  -  :  •  >  * 
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The  terrors  of  an  invafion  from  France  were  now  added 
to  the  other  dangers  which  impended.  Large  bodies  of 
troops  were  collected  along  the  coatts  of  Bretagne  and 
Normandy,  which  fpread  fuch  a  ferious  alarm,  that  a  royal 
Proclamation  was  iffued  for  driving  the  cattle  from  thecoaft 
of  England,  in  cafe  an  enemy  appeared  with  and  attempted 
to  land.  Repeated  requifitions  had  been  made  to  the  States 
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of  the  United  Provinces,  for  the  affiftance  in  troops  and 
fhips,  which  by  treaties  they  were  engaged  to  furnifh  for 
the  defence  of  this  country  ;  but  it  had  been  found  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  draw  any  kind  of  anfwer  from  that  republic.  In 
this  ftate  of  affairs,  whilft  Sir  Charles  Hardy  was  cruifing 
to  the  weftward,  the  combined  fleet  entered  the  Britifh 
channel  and  appeared  before  Plymouth,  where  it  continued 
for  three  days  5  during  which  time  no  attack  was  made, 
although  many  indications  were  given  of  fuch  an  intention. 
It  has  fince  been  difeoverea,  that  a  place  of  fuch  vaft  im¬ 
portance  had  been  fo  overlooked,  as  to  be  utterly  unable  to 
make  any  effe&ual  defence.  So  notorious  had  been  the 
negligence  in  fuch  a  momentous  a  concern,  that  the  cannon- 
'  balls  were  found  too  large  for  the  bore  of  the  guns*,  and 
the  future  navies  of  this  country  were  expofed  to  the  de¬ 
coying  vengeance  of  its  boaftful  rival  f.  This  defencelefs 
ftate  of  the  place  was  happily  unknown  to  the  enemy,  and 
it  is  probable,  that  no  ferious  defign  had  been  formed  of 
making  a  defeent  on  any  part  of  England.  Such  a  pro¬ 
ceeding  could  hardly  have  failed  to  force  the  Dutch,  though 
moft  unwillingly,  to  become  parties  in  the  quarrel ;  but  the 
ficknefs  which  prevailed  on  board  the  (hips,  has  been  af~ 
figned  as  the  caufe  of  the  inefficiency  of  this  vaft  force. 
It  is  eafier  to  provide  (hips  than  feafoned  feamen  :  a  con¬ 
tagious  diftemper  raged  on  board  the  combined  fleet,  parti¬ 
cularly  the  Spanifh  fhips,  which  fwept  away  great  numbers 
daily,  and  a  mifunderftanding  was  faid  to  prevail  between 

A  like  miftake,  in  not  providing  proper  balls  for  the  cannon, 
proved  very  fatal  in  the  adion  at  Bunker’s-hill. 

f  It  was  understood,  that  a  judicial  enquiry  into  the  caufe  of  the  de¬ 
fencelefs  ftate  of  Plymouth  was  to  have  been  fet  on  foot :  fo  flagrant  a 
breach  of  duty,  called  for  exemplary  punilhment,  the  public  fervice  de¬ 
manded  it,  but  fupinenefs  or  powerful  applications  caufed  the  inveft^ 
gation  to  be  fupprefled. 
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the  two  commanders,  Whatever  was  thecaufe,  they  availed 
themfel  ves  of  a  ftrong  eaft  wind  to  getout  of  thechannel, which 
the  Britifh  fleet  entered  in  fight  of  D’Orvilliers,  by  whom  it 
was  followed.  The  Englifh  Admiral  proceeded  to  the  Ifle 
of  Wight,  ftill  drawing  after  him  the  force  of  the  enemy. 
Here  the  channel  narrowing,  an  engagement  might  have 
been  maintained  with  lefs  difadvantage  on  the  fcore  of  num¬ 
bers,  but  the  conteft  was  not  brought  to  that  iflue.  The 
combined  fleet  again  retired,  and  early  in  the  month  of 
September  reached  their  refpeaive  ports.  The  only  ad- 
vantage  they  gained  by  this  menacing  appearance,  was  in 
the  capture  of  a  fix  ty- four  gun  fhip,  whilft  on  its  way  to 
join  the  Englifh  Admiral. 

i  he  internal  (late  of  the  kingdom,  at  the  time  when  itsout- 
ward fplendor was  thuseclipfed,  becamegloomy  and  cheerlefs. 
*1  he  public  funds  had  rallen  twenty-five  per  cent,  in  about 
five  years,  and  the  value  of  land  had  decreafed  in  much  the 
lame  proportion.  The  immediate  ruin  of  the  country  was 
apprehended  by  many,  though  a  defponding  fpirit  did  not 
generally  prevail.  Great  numbers,  who  were  accuftomed  to 
draw  large  incomes  from  the  Weft-India  iflands,  and  who 
refided  in  the  capital,  living  in  a  ftyle  of  elegance  and  pro- 
fufion  which  the  moft  profperous  ftate  of  their  affairs  was 
fcarcely  able  to  fupport,  were  now  obliged  to  reduce  their 
expences  within  very  narrow  bounds,  and  for  that  purpofe 
quitted  the  kingdom  to  refide  in  the  Auftrian  Netherlands. 

A  gentleman,  whofe  rent-rolls  in  the  counties  of  Hunting¬ 
don  and  Salop  amounted  to  more  than  6000 1.  per  annum* 
had  his  apprehenfions  of  a  general  crafii  of  property  fo 
firongly  excited,  that  he  fold  all  his  fine  eflates  at  fixteen 
years  purchafe,  and  renouncing  his  native  country,  went 
to  refide  at  Venice,  choofi.ng  rather  to  depofit  his  effects  ia 
the  bank  of  that  republic.  On  the  other  hand,  the  expec¬ 
tation 
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tation  of  an  invafion  produced  many  inftances  of  public 
fpirit.  Subfcriptions  were  opened  for  the  fervice  of  the 
ifate,  and  large  funis  were  raned  in  ieveral  counties  of  Eng¬ 
land,  befides  forne  additional  regiments  of  infantry.  The 
Eaft-lndia  Company  gave  bounties  for  raifing  fix  thoufand 
feamen  for  the  n;rvy,  and  undertook  to  build,  at  their  own 
expence,  three  fhips  of  feventy-four  guns  each,  for  the 
public  fervice.  In  Ireland,  volunteer  companies  vveie 
formed,  for  the  purpofe  of  defending  the  kingdom  againft 
a  foreign  attack  ;  and  fuch  was  the  readinefs  with  which  all 
ranks  of  people  there  fubmitted  to  be  trained  to  arms,  that 
thirty  thoufand  men  were  foon  formed  into  difeiplined 
troops.  So  great  an  acceflion  of  Itrength  gave  a  tone  of  re¬ 
fen  t  men  t  to  their  intercourfe  with  Great  Britain,  which  ef- 
fe&ually  compelled  a  compliance  with  their  long  urged  re- 
quefts.  Agreements  were  entered  into  not  to  import  or 
confume  any  merchandize  from  Great  Britain,  and  their 
Parliament  paiTed  the  money-bill,  or  the  a£t  for  raifing  the 
{applies,  only  for  the  term  of  fix  months,  inflead  of  the 
cuftomary  term  of  two  years.  At  any  other  feafon,  fuch  a 
condudl  would  have  been  confidered  as  an  a£l  of  rebellion, 
and  the  force  of  the  kingdom  both  by  fea  and  land,  would 
have  been  drawn  out  to  chaftfe  fuch  an  outrage  again#  the 
fupreme  authority  of  the  ftate  ;  but  the  pride  of  power  was 
now  fo  much  reduced,  that  this  offenfive  money-bill  re¬ 
ceived  the  fan£tion  of  the  Britifla  cabinet. 

The  Parliament  met  on  the  25th  of  November,  1 779- 
On  the  day  preceding  which,  feveral  refignations  and  new 
appointments  took  place.  The  Earl  of  Gower,  Lord  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Council,  refigned,  and  Earl  Bathurfl:  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  his  poll.  Lord  Weymouth  refigned  his  fecre- 
taryfhip  for  the  fouthern  department,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
the  Ear]  of  Hillfborough  $  Lord  Stormont,  late  Ambaifador 
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department,  which  office  had  been 
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unfilled  ever  fince  the 


death  of  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  which  happened  in  the  month 
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of  March  preceding.  The  poll  of  Firft  Lord  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,  ever  fmee  the  appointment  of  a  third  Secretary 
of  State,  had  been  united  with  that  office,  but  it  was  now 
leparated,  and  bellowed  upon  the  Earl  of  Carlifle. 

A  few  days  after  the  opening  of  the  feffion,  Earl 
Gower,  who  Hood  engaged  to  Parliament  that  relief  Ihould 
be  granted  to  Ireland,  Declared  the  caufe  of  his  refignation 
to  have  been  the  divilions  that  prevailed  in  the  cabinet  re- 
fpedling  the  treatment  of  that  kingdom,  and  one  of  his  fons 
in  law*,  in  the  Houle  of  Commons,  attacked  Lord 
iNorth  cn  that  fcore,  with  fuch  uncommon  afperity  of 
language,  that  he  thought  fit,  the  next  day,  to  apologize 
for  his  warmth.  The  fttuation  of  public  affairs,  at  length 
wrung  from  government  that  relief,  which  would  never  have 
been  obtained  as  a  largefs.  Three  adds  were  paffed  in  the 
courfe  of  the  feffion,  by  which  the  Irilh  were  permitted  to 
export  their  wool,  and  woollen  manufactures,  to  import 
and  export  glafs,  and  to  carry  on  a  trade  of  import  and 
export  to  and  from  the  Britilh  colonies  in  America  and 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  fubject  to  fuch  limitations,  reftriCtions 
and  duties,  as  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  Ihould  impofe. 

It  was  truely  furpriftng  to  hear  that  very  minifter,  who, 
when  coercion  towards  America  was  refolved  upon  in  the 
cabinet,  had  thrown  afide,  with  fo  much  eafe,  the  nume¬ 
rous  mterceffory  petitions  which  were  then  prefented  to 
Parliament,  now  plead,  that  he  had  hitherto  been  with¬ 
held  from  gratifying  the  wilh  of  his  heart,  by  rendering 
relief  to  Ireland,  from  an  attention  to  the  petitions  which 
~~~ •  prefented  from  (ome  parts  of  the  kingdom  againft 
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any  fuch  indulgence  ! — It  will  appear  in  the  fequel,  that 
like  a  refpe&ful  deference  to  the  petitions  of  the  people, 
did  not  characterize  the  feflion  of  which  we  are  now  treat¬ 
ing. 

A  petition,  figned  by  feventy- five  of  the  principal  planters, 
merchants,  and  others,  interefted  in  the  illand  of  Jamaica, 
was  prelented  to  the  Houfe  by  Mr.  Pennant,  member  for 
Liverpool.  It  reprefented  the  weak  ftate  of  the  defence  on 
that  ifland,  and  arraigned,  in  ftrong  terms  of  cenfure  and 
reproach,  the  negled:  of  government,  in  fuffering  fo  va¬ 
luable  a  pofieftion  to  be  expofed  to  the  attacks  of  an  enemy, 
and  claimed  protection  as  a  right.  The  warm  manner  in 
which  this  affair  was  taken  up,  occafioned  fome  new  raifed 
troops  to  be  fent  there  foon  after. 

The  attention  to  an  (Economical  expenditure  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  money,  which  had  been  fhewn  by  particular  members 
in  each  Houfe  of  Parliament,  for  the  iaft  five  years  parti¬ 
cularly,  not  having  proved  effectual  to  the  obtaining  any 
cure  for  the  great  and  growing  evil  of  wafteful  expence,  a 
general  fpirit  of  difcontent  at  length  pervaded  the  nation. 
County  meetings  were  held  for  the  purpofe  of  framing  pe¬ 
titions  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  appointing  com¬ 
mittees  of  correfpondence.  This  fpirit  of  reformation 
ftrongly  prevailed  during  the  Chriftmas  recefs,  and  afloci- 
ations  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances  were  formed  in  various 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  county  of  York  took  the  lead 
in  thefe  proceedings,  and  in  the  month  of  January,  1780, 
Sir  George  Saville  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  a 
petition  figned  by  8000  freeholders  :  about  40  other  peti¬ 
tions  were  afterwards  prefented.  The  (Economical  regula¬ 
tions  which  the  French  king  had  introduced  into  his  houfe- 
hold  (preparatory  to  a  more  general  introdu&ion  of  the 
fpirit  of  frugality  into  every  department  of  the  ftate)  joined 
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to  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  had  ftirred  up  this  difoo. 
srtion.  It  is  not  difficult  to  introduce  a  reformation  of 
sbufes  into  a  Hate,  when  the  executive  power  ftrenuouflv 
engages  in  the  attempt,  but  nothing  can  be  effedual  to 
reftrain  profufion,  when  the  lavifh  ufe  of  the  public  purfe 
is  made  the  moil  ready  means  of  lengthening  the  hands 
of  government.  Some  very  able  politicians  have  thought  it  a 
great  defect  in  our  conftitution,  that  the  whole  of  the  public 
revenues  Ihould  be  managed  by  the  officers  of  the  crown 
though  thofe  revenues  no  longer  make  any  part  of  the  eftate 
oi  the  crown.  It  was  remarked  by  King  William 
that  if  he  had  a  fufficient  number  of  places  to  bellow,  he 
inould  be  able  to  gain  the  afcendancy  over  all  parties. 
That  enlarged  ability  to  confer  favours  is  now  poffeffed  ; 
and  m  fuch  a  Hate  of  government,  little  hopes  can  be  en¬ 
tertained  of  eftablilhing  a  fyftematic  frugality;  the  attempt 
was  however  highly  meritorious,  and  the  feafon  moll  pro¬ 
pitious,  for  the  Parliament  being  now  entered  on  its  fixth 
feffion,  the  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  began  to 
recoiled  from  whence  they  derived  their  feats,  aiTd  the 
voice  of  the  people  was  thereby  rendered  potential.  To 
bring  back  the  conftitution  to  its  firft  principles,  by  intro¬ 
ducing  a  falutary  reform  of  abufes,  was  attempted  by  a 
member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who,  in  a  courfe  of 
fourteen  or  fifteen  years,  had  laboured  moll  affiduouily  and 
ably,  although  too  ineffedually,  in  the  public  fervice ;  for 
which  entire  furrender  of  his  uncommon  talents  to  the  in- 
te.-eds  of  the  nation,  he  had  not  been  gratified  even  with 
tne  honorary  mark  of  general  approbation.  This  coolnefs 
however  no  ways  abated  his  zeal.  “  I  was  bound  to  ferve 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,”  faid  he,  upon  a  particular 
ovcaiion,  “  to  be  pleafed  with  my  fervices  was  their  affair, 
not  mine.  Mi.  Burke,  on  the  iith  of  February,  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  “a  plan  for  the  better  fecurity 
cf  the  independence  of  Parliament,  and  the  eeconomical  re¬ 
formation 
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formation  of  the  civil  and  other  eftablifliments.”  He  flated 
the  operations  of  his  plan  with  refpe<5t  to  the  firfl  head,  to 
be  equal  to  the  places  held  by  fifty  members  of  parliament, 
and  to  the  latter,  an  income  of  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  a  year  was  propofed  to  be  faved,  without  any 
a£t  of  injuftice  to  a  fingle  individual  \  befides  eflablifhing  a 
fyftem  of  osconomy,  which,  he  obferved,  was  itfelf  a  great 
revenue.  He  propofed  that  the  principality  of  Wales  and 
Duchy  of  Lancafter  fhould  be  united  to  the  crown,  for  the 
purpofe  of  abolifhing  a  number  of  ufelefs  offices  :  that  the 
landed  eftates  of  the  crown  fhould  be  fold,  and  thofe  pof- 
fefiions,  unprofitable  at  prefent,  being  thereby  thrown 
into  the  mafs  of  private  property,  would  come,  through 
a  courfe  of  circulation,  and  through  the  political  fecretions 
of  the  ftate,  into  our  better  underftood,  and  better  ordered 
revenues.  He  then  proceeded  to  the  civil  lift  revenue,  and 
propofed  various  reforms  in  the  Royal  houfehold  ;  among 
which  were,  that  the  offices  of  the  Great  Wardrobe,  the 
Board  of  Works  and  of  Green  Cloth,  fhould  be  abo- 
lifhed.  That  the  bufinefs  of  the  Mint  fhould  be  under¬ 
taken  by  contradl,  upon  proper  fecurities,  and  under 
, proper  regulations,  as  on  its  prefent  footing  it  was  a  great 
expence  to  the  nation,  chiefly  for  the  fake  of  members  of 
parliament.  Under  other  governments,  he  fa  id,  a  queflion 
of  e^pence  is  merely  a  queflion  of  ceconomy ;  with  us, 
in  every  queflion  of  expence  there  is  always  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  conflitutional  confiderations.  He  meant  to 
limit  the  fum  granted  in  penfions  to  6o,oocl.  per  annum, 
the  whole  amount  of  the  penfions  of  all  denominations, 
which  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
amounted,  for  a  period  of  feven  years,  to  confiderabiy  more 
than  ico,oool.  a  year*.  The  office  of  Pay-mafler  of  the 

Land- 

*  It  appears  by  Necker’s  Compte  rendu  au  Rot ,  that  the  finances  of 
France  were  annually  charged  with  near  twenty* eight  millions  of  livres 
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Land-forces,  or  Treafurer of  the  Army,  and  the  Treafuret5 
ot  the  Navy,  he  meant  to  make  mere  offices  of  admini- 
ftration,  by  transferring  the  Bank,  from  which  the  great 
and  invidious  profits  of  thofe  offices  arife,  to  the  public* 
The  great  patent  offices  of  the  Exchequer  he  meant  to 
reduce  to  fixed  falaries,  as  the  prefent  lives  and  reverfions 
fhould  fucceffively  fall.  The  office  of  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  he  propofed  to  abolifh,  as  likewife  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  which  latter  eftablifhment, 
he  faid,  merely  ferved  to  provide  eight  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment  with  a  thoufand  pounds  a  year  each.  He  pointed  out 
how  necefiary  it  was  to  review  our  military  expences  for 
fome  years  paft,  and,  if  poffihle,  to  bind  up  and  clofe  that 
bleeding  artery  of  profufion. 

The  Houfe  was  greatly  ftruck  with  the  profound  re- 
fearches  and  acute  difcriminations,  which  appeared  in  every 
part  of  his  grand  and  comprehenfive  plan  for  a  national 
reform.  The  Minifter  declared,  that  he  believed  no  other 
man  in  the  kingdom  could  have  inveftigated  fo  complicated 
and  difficult  a  fubjeft  with  equal  ability  and  fuccefs.  Three 
days  after  this  bufinefs  had  been  opened,  Colonel  Barre 
propofed  that  a  committee  of  accounts  fhould  be  appointed, 
as  a  farther  means  of  promoting  the  general  plan  of  ceco- 
nomy  fo  necefiary  to  the  national  fecurity.  This  was  alfo 
approved  by  the  Minifter  and  bis  friends  :  but  fuch  ap¬ 
pearances  of  concurrence  were  not  long  preferved,  for  Lord 
North  himfelf  foon  after  brought  in  a  bill  which  appointed 
a  commiffion  of  accounts,  compofed  of  fix  commiffioners, 
which  fhould  enquire  into  the  paft  expenditure  of  the  public 

(1,226,531k  fterling)  in  annuities,  known  under  the  name  of  penfions 
•f  various  kinds  and  denominations.  He  adds,  “  I  much  queftion, 
whether  all  the  Sovereigns  in  Europe  put  together,  lay  out  in  penfions 

■lore  than  one  half  of  that  funn” 
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money,  as  well  as  info  the  current  accounts  ;  and  confult, 
prepare,  and  report  to  the  Houfe  what  appeared  to  them  to 
be  a  more  eafy  and  fpeedy  mode  of  keeping  thofe  ac¬ 
counts,  and  fettling  them,  fo  that  their  true  ft  ate  might, 
from  time  to  time-,  as  near  as  poftihle,  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  when  called  for.  The  bill  exprefsly  prohibited 
the  Commiftioners  from  being  members  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

+ 

On  the  6th  of  April,  when  the  county  petitions  were 
to  be  taken  into  confideration  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
the  bufmefs  was  opened  by  Mr.  Dunning ;  and  that  the  fen- 
timents  of  Parliament  might  be  confiftent  with  thofe  of  the 
people,  he  moved  two  proportions,  the  fnft  cf  which  was 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown  had  increafed,  was  in- 
creating,  and  ought  to  be  dirninifhed.  The  fecond  ;  thac 
it  is  competent  to  this  Houie  to  examine  into  and  corredl  the 
abufcs  in  the  expenditure  of  the  civil  lift  revenues,  as  well 
as  in  every  other  branch  cf  the  public  revenue,  whenever  it 
fhall  feem  expedient  to  the  wiidom  of  the  Houfe  fo  to  do. 
The  firft  motion  was  carried  233  again  ft  215;  the  fecond 
pafted  without  a  divilion.  The  Minifte-r,  on  this  occafion, 
was  left  in  a  minority,  and  the  whole  fabric  of  his  power 
feemed  to  (hake.  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  then  moved  a  re- 
foluuon  y  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  this  Houfe,  to  provide  as  far  as  may 
be,  an  immediate  and  eff.&ua!  red  refs  of  the  abufes 
complained  of  in  the  petitions  prefented  to  this  Ho  eft, 
from  the  different  counties,  cities,  and  towns  in  this 
kingdom.  It  was  carried  in  the  afHrmative  without 
any  apparent  diflent.  When  the  Houfe  was  relumed,  Mr. 
Fox  moved,  that  the  three  refolutions  Ihould  be  imme¬ 
diately  reported  ;  which  was  agreed  to,  notwithstanding  the 
ftrong  oppofition  made  by  the  mini  Her.  They  were  then 
cead  a  firft  and  fecond  tinw,  and  agreed  to,  without  a  di- 
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vifiors.  The  Speaker  being  fuddenly  taken  ill,  the  Houfg 
was  neceflarily  adjourned  for  fome  time,  and  when  it  was 
refumed,  its  temper  was  found  to  be  much  altered.  No 
more  popular  refolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  fuch  as  in 
the  fir  ft  tranfports  of  zeal  had  been  made,  were  rendered 
inefficacious,  by  recourfe  being  had  to  the  parliamentary 
forms  of  civil  difmiflion.  Members  had  done  enough  to 
fave  appearances  with  their  conftituents,  and  to  have  done 
more,  would  have  been  dangerous  to  the  effential  interefls 
of  individuals.  All  the  component  parts  of  Mr.  Burke’s 
fcheme,  were,  in  their  turns,  finally  rejected,  although 
many  of  them  on  their  firft  appearance  were  approved  by  a 
majority.  The  abolifhing  of  the  Board  of  Trade  was  car¬ 
ried  ;  but  no  fooner  had  government  found  time  to  rally  its 
broken  and  difeomfited  forces,  than  the  whole  was  lofte 
This  ftate-phyfician  had  indeed  attempted  the  radical  cure 
of  a  diforder,  at  a  time,  when  even  palliatives  could  be  with 
difficulty  adminiftered.  But  it  had  never  been  his  practice 
to  apply  palliatives.  Even  the  unfuccefsful  attempt, 
however,  ferved  to  eftablifh  two  points  :  viz.  the  adtual 
cxiftence  of  very  great  abufes ;  and  that  their  removal  could 
only  be  efte&ed  by  the  gracious  propenfities  of  the  Sove¬ 
reign  to  introduce  a  reform.  In  all  the  important  concern¬ 
ments  of  the  nation,  for  fome  years  paft,  (and  no  period  of 
its  hiftory  have  furnifhed  a  greater  variety)  Mr.  Burke  had 
rendered  himfelf  confpicuous  as  a  patriot.  When  dif- 
fention  and  diftatisfa&ion  were  fpread  over  the  nation  fome 
few  years  before,  he  pointed  out,  in  a  forcible  manner,  the 
caufe  of  the  difeontents  which  prevailed.  He  had  laboured 
to  ftep  the  progrefs  of  depravity  in  the  eaft*,  to  avert  the 
miferies  which  threatened  the  weft ;  to  obtain  diftributive 
jufiice  for  Ireland,  and  now,  a  reformation  of  abufes  in 
England  •>  every  one  of  which  attempts  difeovered  the  pro- 
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found  politician  and  real  friend  to  his  country,  yet  could 
he  not  efcape  the  imputation  of  being  the  partifan  of  a 
party.  To  fome  he  appeared  dangerous,  becaufe  he  had 
declared  himfelf  no  friend  to  triennial  Parliaments,  and  to 
others  unpleafing,  becaufe  he  difcovered  a  ftubborn  and 
unaccommodating  virtue  f  ;  whilft  thofe  who  pofleiled 
a  time-ferving  flexibility  of  mind,  were  inclined  to 
exclaim,  that  luch  a  man  ihould  be  a  patriot  when  public 
virtue  is  out  of  faihion  !  But  neither  narrownefs,  infenii- 
bility,  fordidnefs,  nor  ingratitude,  could  withhold  from 
him  the  inward  fatisfadions  refulting  from  a  public  fpiiited 
Condudl,  and  what  they  are  have  been  defcribed  by  a  fine 
writer.  A  life  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  our  country, 
admits  the  full  ufe,  and  no  life  ihould  admit  the  abufe  of 
pleafures  ;  the  leaft  are  confident  with  a  conflant  difcharge 
of  our  public  duty,  the  greated  arife  from  it.  Neither 
Montaigne,  in  writing  his  Effays,  nor  Des  Cartes,  in 
building  new  worlds,  nor  Burnet  in  framing  an  antedi¬ 
luvian  earth  ;  no,  nor  Newton,  in  difcovering  and  cfta- 
blifhing  the  true  laws  of  nature  on  experiment  and  a  fub- 
lime  geometry,  felt  more  intellectual  joys  than  he  feel?,  who 
is  a  real  patriot  ;  who  bends  all  the  force  of  his  under¬ 
loading,  and  directs  all  his  thoughts  and  aCtions  to  the 
good  of  his  country,” 

T  The  late  Dr.  Goldfmith,  whom  Mr.  Burke  honoured  with  his 
friend  (hip,  in  a  fportive  vein  of  humour,  drew  a  chara&er  of  his  friend, 
which  concludes  thus  :  — 

Who  t-oo  deep  for  his  hearers,  fiill  went  on  refill  ins*. 

And  thought  of  convincing  while  they  thought  of  dining. 

Though  equal  to  all  things,  for  all  things  unfit  $ 

Too  nice  for  a  ftatefman,  too  proud  for  a  wit  $ 

For  a  patriot  too  cool  ;  for  a  drudge  difobedient  5 
And  too  fond  of  the  right  to  purfue  the  expedient. 

In  fhort,  twas  his  fate,  unemploy’d,  or  in  place,  Sir, 
eat  mutton  cold,  and  cut  blocks  with  a  razor. 
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hull  the  reformation  of  abufes  in  the  (fate  was  fo 
earneiLy  fought  by  all  ranks  of  people  throughout  the  king¬ 
dom,  that  fome  defcribed  the  nation  as  having  run  mad 
about  public  virtue,  as  being  a&uated  by  an  innovating 
fpirit  which  formed  notions  of  ideal  perfection  ;  as  cherifh- 
ing  caufelefs  difcontents  which  inflamed  to  turbulence  and 
dilTention  ;  an  unlooked  for  fource  of  civil  commotion  pro¬ 
duced  the  moft  alarming  effe&s.  The  partial  relief  which 
had  been  rendered  to  the  fuhjedts  of  England  who  adhered 
to  the  Romifh  faith,  had  given  no  fort  of  oftence  to  the 
nation  ;  in  Ireland,  the  principle  had  been  adopted  with 
great  fuccefs,  and  no  difgufts  were  teftified  by  any  clafs  of 
the  people.  Thefe  appearances  induced  fome  leading  men 
in  Scotland  to  promife  to  ufe  their  intereft  in  Parliament* 
for  the  purpofe  of  extending  the  relief  to  that  country;  but 
the  defign  was  no  focner  named,  than  a  few  impetuous 
zealots,  who  were  utterly  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of 
the  relief  which  was  meant  to  be  obtained,  became  alarmed 
at  the  danger  to  which  they  thought  the  Proteftant  church 
was  expofed,  and  made  ufe  of  every  method  which  a  blind 
enthufiafm  fuggefled,  to  inflame  the  people  to  the  moil 
violent  refentments.  Every  adtive  principle  was  employed 
in  this  caufe,  whilft  no  eftedlual  means  were  ufed  to  coun¬ 
teract  thefe  defigns,  by  reprefenting  to  the  people  at  large, 
how  groundlefs  their  apprehensions  were,  and  that  nothing 
more  was  meant  to  be  done  than  to  repeal  an  unjuft  law, 
which,  by  a  ftrange  concurrence  of  drcumftances,  had  be¬ 
come  a  law  contrary  to  the  intentions  even  of  its  firft 
framers,  and  that  a  great  number  of  penal  ftatutes  againft: 
Roman  Catholics,  would  ltill  remain  in  full  toree,  It  is 
highly  becoming  the  leading  and  enlightened  part  of  man¬ 
kind,  to  make  ufe  of  every  means  which  argument,  inter¬ 
mixed  with  good-humoured  pleafantry,  can  fupply,  to 
remove  any  falfe  notions  which  are  likely  to  prevail  to  the 
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difturbance  of  the  public  tranquillity  :  and  of  all  miftakes, 
thofe  which  arife  from  a  confcientious  attachment  to  re¬ 
ligious  principles,  deferve  the  moil  affiduous  endeavours  to 
be  ufed  in  correfting  and  confuting.  The  outrages  which 
were  committed  in  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow,  early  in  the 
year  1779?  on  the  houfes  and  property  of  the  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholics,  in  confequence  of  the  popular  refentments  having 
been  excited  againfl  them,  by  a  variety  of  inflammatory 
pamphlets,  which  had  been  induftriouily  circulated,  would 
never  have  happened,  if  any  portion  of  zeal  had  operated 
to  the  producing,  and  fpreading  widely,  of  well-written 
tradls,  to  difprove  the  aflertions  which  had  been  fo  roundly 
and  falfely  made.  But  the  weapons  of  reafon  are  lefs  fre¬ 
quently  reforted  to,  for  the  purpofeof  fuppreffing  a  popular 
infatuation,  than  thofe  forcible  weapons  with  which  the 
Hate  is  armed,  and  the  progreflion  of  difcontent  is  feldom 
attended  to,  until  the  confequences  of  its  maturity  are 
felt. 

From  Scotland,  this  fpirit  of  bitter  enmity  again  ft  the 
Catholics  pafled  into  England,  and  caufed  a  fociety  to  be 
formed  under  the  title  of  The  Proteftant  AiTociation,” 
which  was  compofed  of  well-meaning  but  uninformed 
people,  whofe  fears  were  excited,  becaufe  they  confidered 
the  principles  of  popery  as  increafmg  to  an  alarming  pitch 
in  this  country,  and  that  the  defign  of  the  legiilature  was  to 
patronife  that  religion.  The  averfion  which  Britiih  Fr@- 
teftants  difcover  to  Roman  Catholics,  is  uncommonly  inve¬ 
terate  ;  it  feems  almoft  to  have  furvived  their  religious 
principles.  The  Dutch,  although  they  revolted  from 
Spain,  becaufe  they  were  cruelly  perfecuted  as  Proteflants, 
yet  were  fo  far  from  bearing  an  implacable  enmity  to  the  Ro- 
manifts,  that  they  allowed  a  general  toleration  ;  and  the 
Roman  Catholics  to  this  day,  are  confpicuous  in  thofe 
Hates,  both  for  the  largenefs  of  their  numbers  and  the 
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peaceabienefs  of  their  demeanor.  The  Swifs  Cantons 
know  no  d  mentions,  becaufe  fome  are  of  the  RomiOi  per- 
fuafion  and  others  Calvinift ical  Proteflants.  But  the  at¬ 
tempts  which  have  been  made  in  England,  fince  the  Re¬ 
formation  was  introduced  into  it,  to  render  the  religion 
or  the  Church  of  Rome  the  national  religion,  and  to  exter¬ 
minate  or  deprefs  the  reformed  church,  had  eftablifhed  an 
hereditary  antipathy  which  is  not  yet  extind,  infomuch  that 
the  peaceable  conduct  cf  this  body  of  men  for  eighty  or 
ninety  years,  has  not  been  fufficient  to  expiate  the  mif- 
deeds  of  a  former  race.  It  therefore  became  the  indif- 
penfible  duty  of  ever y  man  of  influence  to  oppofe  to  this 
popular  prejudice  the  force  of  truth  ,  but  whilft  a  general 
fupinenefs  prevailed  concerning  the  principles  and  condud: 
of  this  fcciety,  it  incrcafed  in  numbers  and  in  zeal,  under 
the  influence  of  a  prefident,  whofe  violent  and  daring 
fpirit  qualified  him  for  creating  and  leading  a  fadion. 
This  young  nobleman  is  defeended  from  one  of  the 
mod  ancient  and  honourable  families  in  Scotland,  fo 
that  he  might  lay  claim  to  popularity  as  a  birth¬ 
right,  whilft  a  peculiar  caft  of  character,  which  marked 
his  whole  deportment,  drew  the  public  attention  ;  his 
fingulaii.ts  palled  for  marks  of  genius,  and  his  drefs  and 
appearance,  which  feemed  to  have  been  copied  from  the 
age  of  puritanifm,  impreiled  the  fuperficial  multitude  with 
a  notion  of  the  fandity  of  his  manners  ,  although  under 
this  difguife,  his  private  life  was  not  confpicuous  for  a 
corresponding  aufterity*.  Through  the  influence  of  this 
reformer,  a  petition  to  the  Houle  of  Commons  was  drawn 

*  Mr.  Wilkes  very  aptly  applied  to  this  zealot,  a  trait  of  the  cha¬ 
racter  given  of  Fleetwood  Shepherd,  in  a  Latin  epitaph  : — Ci  Nulla 
meretrix  difplicuit  piaster  Babylonicam. See  the  Epitaph  in  the  Gen * 
tlemans  Magazine  for  1778, 
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up,  in  the  name  of  the  fociety,  praying  the  repeal  of  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  Roman  Catholics,  which  was  figned  by 
vaft  numbers  ;  to  attend  the  delivery  of  which,  all  true 
Proteflants  were  invited  by  hand-bills  and  advertifements 
in  the  news-papers,  to  affemble  in  St.  George’s  Fields,  and 
to  diflinguifh  themfelves  by  wearing  blue  cockades  in  their 
hats;  their  champion,  who  was  a  member  of  the  houfe, 
having  declared  that  he  would  not  deliver  their  petition, 
unlefs  he  was  attended  by  twenty  thoufand  men,  and  a 
number  not  fhort  of  that  were  adually  got  together.  Al¬ 
though  it  was  not  the  intention  of  government  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  petition,  yet  it  either  did  not  apprehend,  or 
did  not  choofe  to  provide  again#,  any  confequences  which 
might  arife  from  the  affembling  of  fuch  a  concourfe  of  peo¬ 
ple.  The  behaviour  of  Lord  George  Gordon,  the  popular 
leader  of  this  multitude,  which  now  befet  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  occupied  every  avenue  to  its  entrance, 
tended  greatly  to  exafperate  and  inflame  his  followers. 
Many  of  the  Lords  received  perfonal  affronts  and  injuries  in 
their  way  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  in  the  evening,  the 
Romifh  chapels  belonging  to  the  Sardinian  and  Bavarian 
Ambaffadors,  were  demolifhed  and  fet  on  fire,  although  no 
proper  objeds  of  their  refentment,  becaufe  the  obnoxious 
act  of  parliament  no  ways  affeded  them.  The  mounds  of 
lav/  and  order  being  thus  broken  down,  the  dwelling- 
houfes  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  different  parts  of  the 
town  were  demanded,  the  furniture  piled  up  in  the  firect 
and  burnt,  whilft  the  dwellings  were  fet  on  fire.  The  civil 
power  was  unable  to  prevent  thefe  outrages,  and  the  few 
military  which  could  be  drawn  out,  ading  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  magiftrates,  were  not  effedudly  employed  to 
fupprefs  them.  A  wealthy  and  luxurious  nm  rropoff  ,IiU& 
harbour  a  number  of  defperate  wretches,  who  are'  eiiiv 
awed  by  the  fcourge  of  the  law  which  is  helu  over  them  : 
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fuch  would  not  fail  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  fufpenfion  of 
ie^al  authority,  to  commit  the  moft  atrocious  crimes,, 
Thefe  being  now  collected,  levelled  their  attacks  againft 
the  places  which  they  had  moft  reafon  to  dread,  and  the  dif¬ 
ferent  jails  were  forced  open,  the  prifoners  fet  at  liberty, 
and  every  thing  confumed  which  was  fufceptible  of  the 
adlion  of  fire.  The  dvvelling-houfes  of  feveral  Juftices  of 
Peace  fuftered  the  fame  fate,  and  as  all  authority  and  con¬ 
trol  was  borne  down,  no  limits  could  he  fet  to  the  de¬ 
valuations  which  might  follow.  The  deftru£fion  of  the 
Bank  of  England  was  openly  threatened,  and  the  fate 
of  the  empire  feemed  to  depend  upon  the  torches  of  a  ruth- 
]efs  banditti.  At  length,  however,  that  vengeance  which 
had  folong  lingered,  overtook  them  :  large  bodies  of  troops 
had  arrived,  and  on  the  night  of  the  7th  of  June,  the 
dreadful  expedient  of  military  execution  was  referred  to,  as 
the  only  means  of  faving  the  capital  from  deftrudlion.  The 
horrors  of  that  night  are  not  to  be  deferibed  :  between 
four  and  five  hundred  perfons  were  killed  or  wounded  ; 
and  though  notices  were  delivered  at  every  houfe,  cau¬ 
tioning  the  inhabitants  not  to  quit  their  dwellings,  yet 
many  innocent  and  refpcdlable  people  fuffereci  from  random 
ul lets  in  paiTing  the  ftreets. 

Soon  after  the  fupprefticn  of  thefe  tumults,  Lord  George 
Gordon  was  taken  into  cuftody,  examined  before  feveral 
lords  of  the  privy  council,  and  committed  to  the  Power  L 

This  ftate  of  anarchy  fufpended  the  fitting  of  parlia¬ 
ment  until  the  19th  of  June,  and  the  next  day  resolutions 
were  agreed  to,  wtfich  tended  to  explain  the  nature  of  the 

9  He  was  tried  in  the  court  of  KingVBench,  Weftminfler-hall,  on 
the  5th  of  February,  1781,  on  an  indiament  for  High  T reafon,  in 
|eyying  war  againfi  the  King,  and  found  by  the  Jury,  not  guilty. 
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of  parliament,  the  attempt  to  procure  the  repeal  of 
which  had  eventually  caufed  fo  much  terror  to  the  people, 
and  brought  the  whole  kingdom  into  fuch  imminent  peril. 
It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  no  fuch  method  for  re¬ 
moving  the  apprehenfions  of  the  well-meaning,  but  ill- 
informed,  had  been  taken  fooner.  An  end  was  put  to  the 
feffion  on  the  8th  day  of  July. 

A  general  torpor  fucceeded  this  violent  concufHon  :  the 
nation  was  no  longer  infpired  with  the  defire  of  obtaining 
redrefs  of  the  grievances  which  it  faw  and  felt.  In  confe* 
quence  of  the  tumults  in  London,  the  whole  kingdom 
was  put  under  the  difcretion  of  a  military  force  ;  the 
power  of  the  crown  therefore  gained  fuch  an  afcendency, 
that  the  fpirit  of  liberty  gradually  melted  away,  infomuch 
that  the  county  afl'ociations  were  fome  time  after  de- 
fcribed,  by  a  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons*,  as  no 
better  than  a  rope  of  fand.  Every  thing  feemed  tending 
to  what  Mr.  Hume  calls  the  eafieft  death,  the  true  Eutha~ 

1 

nafia  of  the  Britifh  conftitution,  abfolute  monarchy. 

The  fupplies  for  the  ferviceof  the  year  1780  amounted  to 
21,196,49611.  The  number  of  feamen  employed  was 

eighty- 

Mr.  Rigby. 

f  N  A  V  Y. 

85,000  feamen,  including  18,779  marines  -  4,4.20,000 
Ordinary  of  the  navy  -  385,381 

Building,  rebuilding,  and  repairing  of  ffiips  697,903 
Towards  difcharging  the  navy-debt  -  -  1,500,000 


A  ’  R  M  Y. 

35,500  effe <5tive men,  including 4,21 3  invalids, 
itaft  and  reduced  officers,  and  allowance  to 
private  gentlemen  -  1,074,565 
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eighty-five  tnoufand,  including  marines,  and  thirty-five 
thousand  Britifh  troops,  including  invalids.  No  more  than 
a  million  and  half  of  the  navy-debt  was  difcharged,  although 

that 


New  levies  for  1 7 So  - 

Charges  on  new  lev  ies  from  their  commence¬ 
ment  to  the  end  of  1779 

Corps  of  Lieut.  Co).  Fullerton  and  Humber- 
ftone,  8,6231.  each  ;  Major-General  Rainf- 
ford’s  regiment,  12,929!.  additional  pay  to 
Lieut.  Col.  Kolroyd’s  _ 

Out-penli oners  of  Chelfea  Kofpital 
Maintaining  forces  and  garrifons 
Five  Hanoverian  regiments  of  foot,  at  Gi¬ 
braltar  and  Minorca 


258,207 

30,297 

33  $56 
7 *  S 
1  j4  i  2,059 

56,228 


Militia  in  England,  and  fencible  men  in  Scot¬ 
land,  cioathing,  additional  companies,  and 
defkiences  in  1779 

Foreign  troops  ferving  in  America,  with  the 
fubfidies 

^  * 

Provifions  for  ditto  . 

Artillery  for  ditto 


57U  4S7 
43,8oi 
27>74* 


\ 


Unprovided  ordnance  for  1779 
* - ordnance  for  1780 


591,466 
-  458,136 


"  9  5  >  4  3  ^ 


648,029 


Extraordinaries  of  the  army 

MISCELLANEOUS  S  E 
To  William  Smith,  M.  D.  for  nearly  four 
years  attendance  upon  f  ck  and  difeafed  pri- 
foners,  and  f urni/hing  medicines 
To  the  Levant  company  v 
Roads  and  bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 
To  the  Truftees  of  the  Britifh  Mufeum 


1,049,605 
2,41 8,805- 

R  v  I  c  E  s. 


1,200 

10,000 

6>99  7 
3j5°9 
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that  pernicious  life  of  credit  had  caufed  a  vafl  fum  to  be 
engaged  for ;  the  extraordinary  expences  of  the  army 
amounted  to  2,4185805!.  The  new  taxes  which  had  been 
levied  the  two  preceding  years,  to  pay  the  intereft  upon  the 
money  borrowed,  were  found  to  have  produced  in  a  very 
inadequate  degree,  to  the  payment  of  the  fums  for  which 
they  were  appropriated  ;  recourfe  was  therefore  had  to  that 
collateral  fecurity,  the  finking  fund,  to  make  good  this 
failure.  Indeed,  new  taxes  conftantly  prove  deficient  the 
firft  year,  even  if  they  are  found  to  be  as  productive  as  the 
minifter  had  eftimated  them  to  be,  becaufe  the  loan  bears 
intereft  from  the  beginning  of  January,  and  the  taxes  do 
not  commence  till  midfummer. 


Ta 


Sums  i flued  in  purfutince  of  addrefles  from  the 
Commons  to  his  Majefty 
Confining,  maintaining,  and  employing  con¬ 
victs  on  the  Thames  -  " 

To  American  refugees  - 

General  furveys  in  North  America 
Civil  eftabli/hments  in  the  ifiand  of  St.  John’s  ; 
the  Colonies  of  Nova  Scotia,  Georgia,  Eaft 
and  Weft  Florida  - 
Forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coafis  of  Africa 
Towards  carrying  on  the  buildings  at  Somerfet 
Houfe  • 


The  vote  of  credit,  Exchequer  bills,  and  prizes 
in  Lottery  of  laft  year  difcharged 

DEFICIEN 

In  the  fund  for  175 8 
- - - for  1778 


15,700 

I4j34-8 

57.9 10 
1,832 


1 8,662 
13,000 

25,000 


In  grants  for  1779 

Land,  250,00©}.  malt,  200,000! 


37.373 

499,892 

300,687 

450,000 


m ' 
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of  land  and  malt,  Exchequer-bills  were  renewed  to  the 
fame  amount  as  the  former  year,  the  finking  func]  was  to 


i  o  provide  for  thefe  expences,  betides  the  ufuai  refources 


rowed  upon  annuities,  and  480, cool,  raifed  by  a  Lottery  *. 
Tae  annuity  to  bear  four  per  cent,  interefi,  and  a  farther 


annuity  of  1!.  16s.  3d.  for  every  tool,  for  the  term  of  eight 
years  ;  the  tubicribers  to  be  entitled  to  four  Lottery  tickets 
for  every  1000I.  fubferibed,  on  payment  of  icl.  for  each 
ticket.  The  whole  produce  of  the  Lottery  was  to  be  di- 
ifributed  into  prizes.  The  annual  intereft  upon  the  loan 
amounted  to  696. 1 50I .  which  was  provided  for  by  additional 
duties  of  fix-pence  per  bulhel  upon  malt;  one  penny  per 
gallon  on  low  wines;  three-pence  upon  fpirits  ;  one  Oiii- 
ling  upon  brandy  and  rum  ;  four  pounds  per  ton  upon  Por¬ 
tugal  wines  ;  and  eight  pounds  per  ton  upon  French  wines. 
A  duty  of  four  /hillings  was  laid  upon  coals  exported  per 
Newcaflle  chaldron.  An  additional  duty  upon  fait  of  one 
/hilling  and  ten-pence  per  bufhei.  A  Lamp  duty  upon  the 
receipt  of  legacies,  proportionable  to  the  amount,  as  far  as 
100I.  and  upwards.  Dealers  in  tea,  coffee  and  chocolate, 
were  required  to  pay  five  (hillings  annually  for  a  licence  to 
carry  on  their  trade;  an  additional  duty  of  fix-pence  was 

•WAYS  and  M  E  A  N  S. 

r  -  -  -  .  2,000,000 

J’/a‘t  -----  705,000 

Annuities  and  Lottery  -  ...  ,2j430)0oe 

Sinking  fund  to  5th  of  April 


Qrowing  produce  of  ditto 


Exchequer  bills  -  -  -  ,  -  3,400,000 

Various  duties,  lavings  and  fiirpluftes  -  _  198,948 

Referred  fums  in  the  hands  of  the  pay -m  after  of  the  forces  48,300 

Grant  in  the  5th  of  the  prefen t  reign  for  building  a  Lazaret  5,0c© 
[The  Ways  and  Means  were  calculated  to  yield  21,382,249!.  but  the 
given  total  exceeds  the  detail  by  45,000!.] 
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alfo  laid  on  all  advertifements  in  news-papers.  This  laft 
jmpoft  affeSed  an  article  from  whence  government  drew 
an  amazing  revenue,  and  which  yielded  no  proportional  m- 

come  to  the  fubje^l 


A  vote  of  credit  for  a  million  was  palled  in  addition  to 
thefe  fupplies. 


The  feenes  of  confufion  and  devaftation  which  we  have 
lull  now  (tefi»riied,  fatally  indicated  the  depravity  of  the  lower 


clafles  of  the  people,  and  ftiewed  that  their  propenfities  were 
rather  to  fubvert  than  to  reform ;  turning  from  thefe,  let  us 
purfue  the  operations  of  the  war.  The  growing  maritime 
greatnefs  of  France  created  no  jealoufy  in  the  other  kingdoms 
of  Europe  ;  and  as  the  northern  powers  derived  great  advan¬ 
tages,  by  furnifi'iing  the  materials  for  this  rifingnavy,  which  it 
was fo much  the  intereft  of  GreatBritaintopreventbeingcon- 


*  The  author  has  been  convinced  by  the  calculation  of  a  very  in¬ 
telligent  printer,  and  the  fact  is  demonfirable  in  a  moment,  that  go¬ 
vernment  do  not  draw  a  lefs  revenue  from  one  particular  morning 
paper,  by  the  duties  upon  advertifements  and  (lamps,  than  fourteen 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  and  upwards,  a  fum,  of  which  the  profit 
which  the  concern  yields  to  the  proprietors,  is  not  a  tithe  part.  Eut 
even  this  is  not  the  whole  revenue,  for  there  is  likewife  a  heavy  duty  paid 
upon  paper.  There  are  many  country  news  papers  which  are  publiflied 
only  once  a  week,  and  carried  on  by  country  printers,  merely  on  account 
cf  the  advantages  which  they  derive  by  printing  them,  as  they  fpread 
their  names  through  the  diftricts  wdiere  they  dwell,  and  procure  them 
thereby  orders  in  their  different  branches  of  bufinefs,  but  yield  them  no 
profit  as  proprietors  ;  ofi  the  contrary,  are  rather  attended  with  lofs, 
which  is  frequently  the  cafe  ;  even  a  concern  fo  unimportant  as  one  of 
thefe  papers  to  the  party  ho  condufls  it,  pays  a  revenue  to  government 
of  at  leatl  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  exclulive  of  the  duty  upon 
paper  !  So  aftoni  fifing  are  the  receipts  at  the  Exchequer  arifing  from 
that  rage  for  news  paper  reading  which  prevails  in  all  ranks  and  con¬ 
dition^  ! 
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veycd  into  her  enemy’s  ports,  a  confederacy  was  entered 
into  by  Ruflia,  Denmark,  and  Sweden,  by  which  they 
agreed  to  fit  out  fhips  of  force,  to  protect  their  merchant¬ 
men,  in  carrying  fuch  kind  of  freight,  as  had  generally 
been  confidered  contraband  by  belligerent  powers.  This 
alliance  was  firft  propofed  by  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  and 
received  that  fpecific  form  in  which  it  afterwards  appeared, 
in  conference  of  the  fuggeflions  thrown  out  by  the  court 
ci  Stockholm.  I  he  Ruffian  power  at  fea  had  acquired  ail 
its  confequence,  from  the  affiftance  which  it  had* received' 
from  the  fuperintendance  of  an  Englifh  Admiral,  and  the 
exertions  of  Englifh  artificers  and  officers;  but  prefent  in- 
tereft  among  princes,  is  never  facrificed  to  a  remembrance 
of  former  obligations.  The  conduct  of  France  had  of  late 
been  highly  pleafing  to  the  court  of  Peterfburgh  :  through 
the  mediation  of  that  kingdom,  an  impending  war  between 
Ruflia  and  the  Porte  had  been  averted. 

The  armed  neutrality  could  not  fail  of  being  agreeable  to 
France  and  Spain  ;  and  in  the  anfwer  given  to  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  the  Emprefs,  each  court  expreffed  its  approbation, 
whilft  Great  Britain,  in  her  anfwer,  profeffed  to  adhere  to 
the  law  of  nations,  and  the  tenour  of  the  engagements  fti- 
pulated  in  a  fubfifling  treaty  of  commerce.  The  Dutch 
who  enjoyed  the  greateft  ihare  of  this  carrying  trade  not 
having  acceded  to  the  confederacy,  were  more  narrowly 
watched  by  the  Britifn  ihips,  and  were  not  permitted  to 
tranfport  any  articles  of  naval  ftores  to  the  ports  of  France 
and  Spain.  Such  fhips,  whenever  they  were  met,  were 
carried  into  an  Englifh  port,  their  cargoes  unloaded,  and 
the  price  of  them  paid  by  government,  after  which  the  feip 
was  permitted  to  depart.  Much  artifice  and  collufion.  was 
pra&ifed  in  many  of  thefe  tranfactions  ;  for  the  car- 
ices,  being  frequently  brought  to  a  better  market,  they 

may 
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may  be  fuppofed  not  feldom  to  have  been  Clipped  for  the 
purpofe  of  being  taken.  The  republic  of  Holland  loudly 
complained  of  this  condu£t,  as  a  breach  of  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions,  particularly  when  the  greateft  part  of  a  large  fleet 
was  brought  into  Portfmouth  by  Captain  Fielding,  a 
powerful  fquadron  being  afligned  him  for  that  purpofe,  but 
no  real  injury  was  at  any  time  fuftained. 


In  the  month  of  January,  1780,  a  fleet,  confuting  of 
21  Clips  of  the  line,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George 
Rodney,  proceeded  to  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  This  for¬ 
tunate  commander  had  not  been  many  days  at  fea,  before 
be  fell  in  with  15  fail  of  Spanifh  Clips,  laden  with  naval 
Cores  and  proviflons,  from  St.  Sebaflian,  (the  moil  north 
eaflern  port  of  Spam,  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay)  bound  to 
Cadiz,  which  were  efcorted  by  a  Spanifh  man  of  war  of 
64  guns,  and  five  frigates,  all  of  which  were  taken. 
Eight  days  after  *,  upon  doubling  Cape  St.  Vincent,  a 
Spanifh  fleet,  confiding  of  xi  fail  of  the  line,  under  the 
command  of  Don  Juan  de  Langara  was  delcried,  which 
he  immediately  bore  down  upon,  keeping  nearer  to  the 
fhore  than  the  enemy,  to  prevent  their  efcaping  into 
any  port;  which  by  the  direction  in  which  the  wind  then 
blew,  was,  in  the  marine  phrafe,  keeping  the  lee-  gag?. 
The  engagement  began  about  four  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  and  after  it  had  continued  near  40  minutes,  one  of 
the  Spanifh  Clips  of  70  guns  blew  up,  and  6co  men,  who 
were  on  board  her,  perifhed.  Soon  after  which  the  battle 
was  changed  to  a  flight  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards.  Duri 
the  night,  which  immediately  came  on,  the  Britifh  fhips 
purfued  the  enemy  through  a  great  fea,  the  weather  proving 
tempefluous,  and  the  next  morning  the  fleet  had  approached 


*  January  16,  1780. 
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towards  the  (heals  of  St.  Lucar.  Four  Spanifn  men  of  war 
Were  carried  into  Gibraltar,  among  which  was  the  Admi¬ 
ral's  (hip  :  two  other  (hips  were  taken,  but  being  after- 
wards  driven  on  fhore,  the  one  was  loft,  and  the  other 
refeued.  This  ftgnai  fuccefs  was  obtained  with  the  lofs 
of  only  32  men  killed,  and  102  wounded.  Thevanquifh- 
ed  fleet  confided  of  14  fail,  but  three  {hips  had  been  fepa- 
rated  from  the  reft  juft  before  the  engagement.  The  feene 
of  this  memorable  aClion  was  the  very  fame  as  that  ori 
which  Bofcawen  effeCted  the  deftruction  of  De  la  Clue’s 
fquadron  in  the  laft  war,  only  the  purfuit  was  made  in 
oppofite  directions.  Bofcawen  completed  his  triumph  on 
the  coaft  where  Rodney  began. 

/  %  f 

Gibraltar  being  now  furnifhed  with  the  neceflary  fup- 
plies,  the  garrifon  reinforced  with  a  new  raifed  regiment, 
and  fome  veflels  despatched  to  Port  Mahon,  Sir  George 
Rodney  failed  for  the  Weft  Indies  with  a  part  of  the  fleet; 
the  reft,  with  the  Spanifh  prizes,  returned  to  England, 
under  the  command  of  Admiral  Digby,  who,  in  his  way, 
captured  a  French  man  of  war,  of  64  guns,  which  was  one 
of  a  convoy  to  a  fleet  of  tranfports  deftined  for  the  ifland  of 
Mauritius. 

The  death  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  which  happened  in 
May  1780,  caufed  the  fleet  for  the  channel  fervice  to  be 
put  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Geary,  who  failed  to 
the  weftward  the  beginning  of  June;  but  as  no  junction 
was  formed  of  the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets,  no  enemy 
appeared  to  difpute  the  fovereignty  of  the  ocean.  In  July 
he  fell  in  with  a  large  homeward  bound  fleet  of  french 
merchantmen  from  Port-au-Prince,  and  captured  twelve 
fail  of  them  ;  but  returning  into  port  a  month  after,  he 
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quitted  the  command,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Admiral 
Darby. 

Commodore  Jobnftonc,  with  a  (mail  fquadron  of  Clip?, 
was  ftationed  this  fummer  off  the  coaft  of  Portugal,  where 
feveral  French  Clips  of  force,  and  fume  rich  Spanifh  veffels 
were  captured.  This  gentleman  had  greatly  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  was  no  lefs  confpi- 
cuous  as  one  of  the  commiftioners,  who  went  out  to  offer 
terms  of  peace  to  America ,  as  a  naval  commander  he 
Clewed  great  vigilance  and  addrefs. 


Hitherto  the  foreign  events  which  had  turned  up  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year  had  proved  remarkably  fortunate  for  the 
intereft  of  this  couutry  ;  infomuch  as  to  have  refeued  ic 
from  that  danger  of  immediate  ruin  which  feemed  to  threaten 
it  ;  but  in  abatement  of  this  tide  of  fuccefs,  the  Spanifh 
fleet,  commanded  by  Don  Louis  de  Cordova,  took  five- of 
our  Eaft-India  Clips  outward  bound,  and  a  ccnfiderable 
number  of  merchantmen,  on  their  voyage  to  the  Weft- 
Indies.  However,  the  confequences  attending  this  lofs, 
were  by  no  means  fo  feverely  felt  by  the  nation,  as  the 
capture  of  an  equal  number  of  Clips,  homeward-bound, 
would  have  been  ;  for  being  principally  freighted  with  the 
manufadfures  of  the  country,  it  fervsd  to  furnifh  additional 
employment  for  the  laborious  part  of  the  community,  at 
the  expence  of  the  wealthy. 

The  conducf  which  had  been  purfued  by  Spain  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  plainly  proves  the  long-concerted  plan  which 
had  been  formed  of  breaking  with  Great-Britain  ;  for  war 
was  declared  at  Porto  Rico,  a  few  days  after  the  delivery 
of  the  refeript  in  London.  Such  a  condudl,  a  Spanifh 
Manifefto,  had  warmly  reprobated  on  the  part  of  Great- 
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Britain  towards  France  in  the  Eaft- Indies,  and  the  fame 
paper  had  prediSed,  that  fimilar  proceedings  had  been  fe- 
cretly  determined  upon  againft  the  poffeffions  of  Spain  at 
the  Manillas,  but  in  thefe  apprehenfions  time  has  proved 
the  court  of  Spain  to  haveFeen  miftaken. 


The  principal  objea  with  the  Spaniards,  was,  to  recover 
the  Floridas  ;  but  whilft  a  force  was  colle&ing  for  this 
purpofe  by  Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez,  the  Spanifh  Governor 
of  Louifiana,  a  fmall  force  was  fent  from  Jamaica,  againft 
Omoa,  a  Spaniih  fettlcment  on  the  Mufquito  fltore,  which 
was  foon  taken,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  enemy;  but 
the  unhealthinefs  of  the  place  caufed  it  to  become  the  grave 
of  the  brave  men  who  fubdued  it.  Admiral  Hyde  Parker 
on  the  Leeward  ifland  ftation,  took  and  deftroyed  a  lar<re 
number  of  vefleis  on  the  co2ft  of  Martinico,  which  had 
failed  from  France  for  the  fupply  of  that  ifland.  Several 
French  frigates  were  likewife  taken.  Admiral  Rodney 
thrice  engaged  the  French  fleet  in  the  Weft. Indies,  com¬ 
manded  by  M.  de  Guichen*,  without  any  decifrve  con- 
fequences  ;  although  the  palm  of  viffory  was  juftly  claimed 
by  the  Engiilh  Admiral,  notwithftanding  his  force  was  con- 
fiderably  inferior,  and  in  the  firft  a&ion,  he  was  badly  Se¬ 
conded  by  many  {hips  in  his  fleet.  The  Hon.  Capt.  Sr. 
John,  of  the  Intrepid,  and  three  of  his  Lieutenants,  were 
killed.  The  dieadful  hurricanes  which  ipread  defolation 
over  many  parts  of  the  Weft- India  iflands  fome  time  after, 
proved  fatal  to  the  {hips  of  both  nations  in  thofe  feas. 


The  operat.ons  of  this  campaign  in  America  were  car¬ 
ried  ©n  to  the  fouthward  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in  perfon, 
who,  in  order  to  provide  a  fufficient  force  for  an  expedi¬ 
tion  againft  Charkftown,  found  it  neceffary  to  evacuate 
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ijthode  Ifland,  although  a  poffeflion  of  great  importance  on 
account  of  its  valuable  haven  ;  a  voluntary  furrender  of  it, 
therefore,  furnifhed  a  melancholy  proof  of  the  difparity  of 
the  force  employed  in  this  war  to  the  objeds  fought.  The 
French  immediately  took  poffeflion  of  a  place  which  they 
had  in  vain  attempted  to  fubdue.  Charleftown  furrendered 
on  the  13th  of  May,  1780,  foon  after  which  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  returned  to  New  \  ork,  and  Earl  Cornwallis  became 
Commander  in  Chief  in  South  Carolina,  who  three  months 
after,  found  himielf  likely  to  be  difpoffefied  of  the  whole 
province,  the  capital  excepted,  by  General  Gates,  the  con¬ 
queror  of  Burgoyne,  who  commanded  a  confiderable  army 
of  Americans.  In  this  extremity  the  Britiih  General 
engaged  and  defeated  an  enemy  almoff  five  times  his  num¬ 
bers  at  Camden  ;  hut  even  this  noble  achievement  was  not 
Aifncient  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
province  to  the  caufe  for  which  he  fought:  their  will  re¬ 
mained  unfubdued,  and  upon  every  occafion  which  offered, 
this  inveteracy  appeared  in  hoffiie  ads.  During  the  whole 
of  the  campaign,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tarleton  highly 
diffinguiihed  himfelf  in  a  variety  of  rencounters. 

Many  were  the  adions  at  fea  between  the  (hips  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  £}  ranee,  in  which  the  fuperiority  of  Britifh  fea- 
manftnp  and  courage  appeared  uniformly  and  confpicuoufly  ; 
which,  whilft  it  feemed  to  warrant  the  claim  of  thefe  iflands 
to  the  fovereignty  of  the  ocean,  ferved  to  encoura 
hope  that  the  prefent  fharp  and  doubtful  conteff  would  ifiu 
in  the  full  effabliiliment  of  that  claim* 
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CHAP.  V. 

Rupture  with  the  United  States — Proceedings  in  Parliament — > 
Operations  at  Sea — In  the  Weft -In  dies —  On  the  American 
Continent . 

THE  nation  was  now  greatly  relieved  from  thofe  por¬ 
tents,  which  had  affedted  not  only  its  welfare,  but 
its  very  being.  The  menaced  invafion  from  France  was 
no  longer  thought  of,  nor  is  it  likely  that  it  was  ever  fe- 
rioufly  intended.  The  people  were  again  at  leifure  to  attend 
to  the  condudt  which  parliament  would  purlue  when  it 
fhould  be  affembled.  It  was  for  the  legiflative  body  to  de¬ 
cide  in  the  conteft  between  government  and  the  people,  and 
the  interefts  of  the  latter  were  likely  to  be  regarded  by  a  Houle 
of  Commons,  which  was  in  the  immediate  view  ofrefigning 
its  delegated  fun&ions.  As  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
government  to  gratify  the  people,  it  became  necefTary  to 
provide  the  means  of  defeating  their  applications,  for  which 
purpofe  the  parliament  was  fuddenly  diffolved,  and  a  new 
one  fummoned  to  meet  on  the  31(1  of  Odloher,  178c. 

The  terms  on  which  this  country  ftaod  with  the  Dutch 
had  long  been  latently  inimical.  The  reffraints  which 
their  carrying  trade  had  been  laid  under  in  the  laft  war,  at 
which  they  murmured,  but  which  they  dared  not  refent, 
had  not  been  carried  to  the  fame  feverities  in  the  prefent 
{fate  of  hoililities.  The  partiality  which  that  republic, 
particularly  the  province  of  Amfterdam,  fhewed  to  the 
interefls  of  France  as  well  as  to  thofe  of  America,  were 
feen  with  great  diffatisfa&ion  by  the  court  of  London. 
■'  ‘  Many 
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Many  attempts  had  been  made  by  American  agents  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  a  loan  in  Holland,  which  had  not  proved  fuccefs- 
ful,  but  the  outlines  of  a  commercial  treaty  had  been  fe- 
cretly  adjufted  in  September  1778,  at  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
by  the  orders  and  inf  ruCtions  of  M.  Van  Berkel,  counfel- 
t  lor  and  penfionary  of  the  city  of  Amfterdam,  with  a  com- 
miflioner  on  the  part  of  the  Congrefs.  The  affiftance 
which  the  Butch  might  be  brought  to  render  to  America, 
cither  in  an  open  or  private  manner,  if  a  refpeCiable  per- 
fonage,  properly  empowered  by  Congrefs,  fhould  refide  at 
Amfterdam,  induced  Mr.  Laurens,  the  Prefident  of  that 
Congrefs,  to  undertake  to  tranfaCt  the  concerns  of  Ame¬ 
rica  with  that  republic;  but  on  his  voyage,  the  fliip  in 
which  he  failed  was  captured  by  an  Englifh  frigate,  and 
the  American  Prefident  being  brought  to  London,  was 
committed  to  the  Tower.  All  his  papers,  which  he  had 
committed  to  the  fea  as  foon  as  his  fate  was  ascertained, 
happening  to  be  recovered;  were  expofed  to  the  infpedioa 
t)f  the  Britifh  cabinet.  The  difeoveries  which  they  made, 
determined  the  court  of  London  no  longer  to  keep  any 
terms  with  the  United  States,  and  on  the  20th  of  De¬ 
cember,  1780,  a  royal  manifefto  was  published  which 
amounted  to  a  declaration  of  war,  and  letters  of  marque 
and  reprifal  were  foon  after  iffued.  This  conduct  certain¬ 
ly  implied,  that  the  open  enmity  of  the  Dutch  was  lefs  to  be 
dreaded  than  their  occult  difervices.  Farther,  by  this  de¬ 
claration  of  hoftilities,  the  republic  was  rendered  incapable 
of  acceding  to  the  armed  neutrality,  by  which  the  northern 
powers  would  have  become  in  a  manner  guarantees  for  its 
protection  and  fecurity.  bor  a  kingdom  already  over¬ 
whelmed  with  foes,  to  denounce  v/ar  againff  another 
Late,  appeared  to  be  a  meafure  fo  finguiarly  bold  and  big 
with  danger,  that  it  could  only  be  juftified  by  the  plea  of 
ftw-necefluy  which  had  been  urged  on  a  variety  of  cc- 
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cations,  and  implicitly  admitted.  To  qualify  this  mea- 
fure  it  mu  ft  be  obferved,  that  fuch  a  radical  defect  had 
long  prevailed  in  the  government  and  genius  of  the  Dutch, 
that  the  maritime  force  poffefled  by  that  republic  feems  to 
have  funk  in  a  like  proportion  to  the  advancement  of  the 
ftrength  of  this  country.  A  well  informed  politician 
feveral  years  ago,  pronounced  the  Dutch  commonwealth 
to  be  “  in  a  ftate  of  difiblution ;  and  not  to  have,  either 
without  or  within  herfelf,  thofe  means  of  recovery,  by 
conjun&ures  and  by  chara£ter,  that  the  has  had  on  feveral 
occafions,  from  the  time  her  government  was  firft 
formed.  ” 

When  the  new  Parliament  aflembled,  after  the  Chriftmas 
recefs,  Mr.  Burke  attempted  again  to  introduce  his  plan  of 
ceconomy,  but  with  worfe  fuccefs  than  the  preceding 
feffion.  In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  upon  this  occafion, 
he  afierted,  that  the  King  of  France  had  abolifhed  606 
ufelefs  offices,  by  which  reduction  he  had  provided  himfelf 
with  the  means  for  carrying  on  the  war,  without  laying  a 
fingle  additional  tax  upon  the  people. 

The  French  minifter  of  finance  had  delivered  to  the  King 
his  mailer,  about  that  time,  an  ample  detail  of  the  refor¬ 
mations  he  had  introduced,  and  pointed  out  a  variety  of 
means  by  which  the  ftate  might  be  effentially  benefited  in 
future.  It  was  a  new  thing  in  France,  for  a  full,  clear, 
and  explicit  ftate  of  the  finances  to  be  laid  before  the 
people,  and  it  may  aftonifii  an  Engliffaman  to  hear  the 
French  minifter  declare,  44  that  the  public  Bank  of  France 
has  never  been  in  advance  on  account  of  government ;  but 
the-  royal  treafury  has  conftantly  a  capital  in  bank  of  fome 
millions  (oflivres).  This  bank,  therefore,  hasnotbeenof 
any  diredl  utility  to  the  royal  treafury,  arid  the  intereftof  go¬ 
vernment  in  the  fuccefs  of  its  eftablifhment,  has  been  no  other 
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than  the  profperity  of  commerce,  the  moderating  the  intereft 
of  money,  and  giving  a  greater  affvity  to  circulation.” — 
Such  probably  will  never  be  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  this 
country.  The  Exchequer  is  never  likely  to  become  “  the 
great  fpring  of  public  credit,  and  the  great  feene  of  all 
tranfadlions  relative  to  public  receipts  and  payments.5’  The 
monied  intereft  commands  even  government  itfelf ;  the 
public,  like  an  extravagant  fpendthrift,  being  obliged  to 
deal  with  ufurers  on  their  own  terms,  although  the  landed 
men  are  the  true  owners  of  the  political  veil'd,  the  monied 
men,  as  fuch,  are  no  more  than  paflengers  in  it. 

Sir  George  Saville  prefented  a  petition,  figned  by  thirty- 
two  freeholders  of  the  confederated  counties,  known  by 
the  name  of  Delegates,  which  was  rejected,  on  the  ground 
that  a  petition  figned  by  thirty-two  perfons  on  fuch  a  na¬ 
tional  concern,  carried  no  apparent  weight  or  importance, 
and  the  idea  of  thofe  gentlemen  being  delegated  by  feveral 
counties  in  England,  could  not  be  admitted,  becaufe  the 
conftitution  knows  no  fuch  body  of  men  as  county  delegates, 

except  thofe  within  the  walls  of  the  Houfeof  Commons. _ 

So  different  is  the  language  ufed  at  the  commencement  and 
towards  the  clofe  of  a  Parliament ! 

In  this  ftruggle  between  government  and  the  people,  it 
may  be  remarked,  that  the  principles  on  which  the  party 
diftin&ions  ofWhigand  Tory  had  been  founded,  feem  to  have 
been  loft,  and  thofe  who  ftill  choofe  to  be  known  by  fuch 
names,  had  apparently  changed  Tides  ;  for,  if,  as  a  learned 
Metropolitan  obferved  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  condud 
of  the  Whigs  was  not  whigifm,  but  whigifm  run  mad,  a 
like  phrenfy  may  be  faid  to  have  feized  the  Tories.  The 
principles  of  toryifm  ninety  years  ago,  and  from  thence 
down  to  the  prefent  reign,  were  utterly  repugnant  to  a 
corrupt  influence  of  the  Crown  in  the  two  Houfes  of  Far- 
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liament.  If  it  be  faid,  that  the  body  of  the  Whigs  art? 
now  as  clamorous  againft  the  power  of  Parliament,  as  they 
were  formerly  againft  the  power  of  the  crown,  and  that  the 
Tories  are  as  yielding  to  the  increafe  of  influence  which  the 
crown  has  acquired,  as  they  were  formerly  to  the  claims  of 
prerogative,  it  may  be  anfwered,  that  ftill  the  political 
principles  to  which  each  are  attached,  are  very  different 
from  thofe  which  divided  their  forefathers.  The  Whi»s. 
when  they  fupported  the  power  of  Parliament,  meant  to 
form  a  barrier  againft  the  encroachments  of  regal  power, 
and  every  Tory  will  furely  admit,  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  is  very  different  from  the  power  of  the  crown.  The 
diftinguilhing  charaderiftics  of  each  party,  are,  at  length, 
loft  in  the  changes  incidental  to  human  affairs,  and  one 
grand  and  important  national  objedl  now  ought  to  engage  the 
public  attention.  It  is  indeed  high  time  that  all  partv 
names  fhould  be  done  away;  they  ferve  only  to  narrow  and 
degrade  the  fentiments  and  views  of  mankind,  and  the 
times  render  it  neceffary  that  new  diftindtions  fhould  take 
place,  not  as  badges  of  petulance  and  ill-will,  or  of  fuch  a 
nature  as  that  the  virtuous,  the  good,  and  the  wife,  may 
arrange  themfelves  under  either,  as  education,  prejudices, 
and  family  attachments  influence  them,  but  fuch  diftinc- 
tions  as  muft  in  their  very  nature  diferiminate  between  the 
lover  of  his  country,  and  the  betrayer  of  it.  The  nation, 
ul  this  time,  ought  to  be  divided  into  thofe  who  claim  from 
their  repieientatives,  and  from  the  legifiation  in  general, 
a  provident  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  and  a  fincere, 
ftrenuous  and  judicious  attention  to  introduce  an  univerfal 
fyftem  of  ceconomy,  and  thofe  felf-.interefted  and  rapa¬ 
cious  harpies,  who  become  important  by  the  fpoils  of  their 
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22,458,337/.*  to  provide  for  which,  befides  the  ordinary 

means. 


N 


A 


90,000  feamen,  including  20,317  marines 

Ordinary  of  the  navy 

Building,  rebuilding,  and  repairing  fhips 

Towards  difcharging  the  navy  debt  - 


Y. 

4,680,000 
380,261 
670,0 1 6 
1,500,000 


7,236,277 


A  R  M  '  Y- 

30,666,  including  421 3  invalids,  ftafl  ami  re¬ 
duced  officers,  allowance  to  private  gentle¬ 
men  -  *,*7*>t57 

Char  ge  of  80  independent  companies  of  foot  -  117,60s 

Deficiency  on  the  fums  to  defray  the  pay  of 
two  battalions  of  Lord  John  Murray’s  re¬ 
giment  for  1 780  -  1,108 

©ut-penfi oners  of  Chelfea-hofpital  -  ~  91,604 

Maintaining  forces  and  garrifons.  See.  -  i>4-8g>927 

Five  Hanoverian  battalions  -  ~  5^^°7S 


2,827,675 


Militia  in  England,  and  fencible  rnen  in  Scot¬ 
land,  cloathing,  and  additional  companies 
and  deficiencies  in  1780 
Foreign  troops  ferving  in  America 
Proviiions  for  ditto  - 
Artillery  for  ditto  - 


7863600 

581,985 

49>373 

2,7,684 


659,042 


Unprovided  ordnance  for  1780 
- ordnance  for  1781 


447,182  { 

Q  \  1,282,211 

835,929  j 

3,443,21s 


Extraordinaries  of  the  army 

MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES, 

To  William  Smith,  M.  D.  for  attending  pri- 

foners  and  furnifhing  medicines  -  -  1,200 

To  the  Levant  company  -  800 

li^ads  and  bridges  in  Scotland  -  *  4>995 

D  d  4,  Sums 
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,neans’  and  extraordinary  helps  derived  from  the 
two  great  companies  of  the  Eaft  India  Merchants  and 
>ank  of  England,  twelve  millions  were  borrowed  ;  and 
1,1  |his  tranfaftion  the  minifter  adopted  a  new  plan  of  con¬ 
duct:  m  order  to  leffen  the  immediate  weight  of  intereft 

he 


Sums  ifiiied  in  purfuance  of  addrefles  from  the 
Commons  to  his  Majefty  -  _ 

Convi&s  on  the  Thames  ... 
American  refugees 

O  — ' 

General  Purveys- in  North  America 
Civil  eftabli  foments  in  America 
Forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coafts  of  Africa  - 
Towaids  carrying  on  the  building  of  Somerfet- 
houfe 

^  mm 

T o  the  fufferers  at  Barbadoes,  8o,oool.  at  Ja¬ 
maica,  4.0,OOol,  -  -  a 

To  purchafe  lands  for  fecuring  the  dock-yards 
and  fiores  at  Chatham,  Plymouth,  and  Sheer- 
nefs,  and  for  the  better  defending  the  paffage 
of  the  river  Thames  at  Gravefend  and  Til¬ 
bury  fort  _ 

*3  o  rebuilding  Newgate,  the  King’s-bench  and 
Fleet  prifons  . 

To  fuch  fufferers  by  the  riots  in  June  1780, 
who  loll  to  the  value  of  icol.  or  lefs 


22,222 
15,488 
57)  910 
207 

9>9g5 
13,000 


1 20,000 


34>27j 

35>oco 

3)200 


The  vole  of  credit,  Exchequer-bills,  and  prizes 
in  Lottery  of  lalf  year  difcharge 

DEFICIENCIES, 

In  the  fund  for  1758 

Dltt0  1 778  - 

Ditto  1779  - 

Deficiency  of  grants  for  1780 
Land-tax  and  mait  «, 


245,68 

4,88o,co 


31,000 

191,664 

193,663 

8,551 

422,745 


1,097,623 

4 
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lie  added  a  vaft  load  to  the  funded  debt.  It  feemed  as  if 
the  continuance  of  the  war  ferved  only  to  increafe  the 
ability  of  the  nation  to  maintain  it  ;  two  years  before,  eight 
millions  could  not  be  procured,  now  offers  were  made  of 
three  times  the  fums  wanted.  The  fubfcribers  to  this  loan 
for  every  hundred  pound  contributed  obtained  150/.  in  an¬ 
nuities,  after  the  rate  of  3  per  cent,  per  annum ,  and  an  addi¬ 
tional  annuity  of  25/.  at  4 per  cent,  per  annum,  which  rate  of 
intereft  was  to  be  continued  until  the  annuity  (hould  be 
redeemed  ;  fo  that  this  year  added  18  millions  to  the  3  per 
cent .  ftocks,  and  3  millions  to  the  4  per  cent .  which  new 
created  funds,  for  the  fervice  of  a  fingle  year,  greatly  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  fum  which  the  minifter,  nine  years  before,  had 
flattered  the  nation  with  the  hopes  of  paying  off  in  the 
courfe  of  ten  years  *.  480,000/.  were  raifed  by  a  lottery, 

the  tickets  in  which  were  diffributed  among  the  fubfcribers, 
in  the  proportion  of  four  tickets  for  every  thoufand  pound 
fubfcribed. 


WAYS 

Land  - 

Malt  - 

Annuities  and  Lottery 
Sinking  fund  to  Jan.  5,  17S1 
Ditto  to  the  5th  of  April 
Growing  produce  of  ditto 


and  MEANS. 


2)000)000 

75©jOOO 

12,4.80,000 


288,347 
'  757,087 

-  1,854,566 


Exchequer  bills  - 
Various  duties,  furplufies  and  favings 
Arrears  from  the  Eali-India  Company 
The  Governor  and  Company  cf  the  Bank  of 
England,  for  a  renewal  of  their  charter, 
lent  for  three  years,  at  3  per  cent,  per 

annum  - 

\ 

*  See  page  75. 


2,900,000 

3,400,000 

262,917 

400,000 
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The  intereft  upon  this  loan  amounted  to  66o5qoo/* 
I  he  facility  with  which  a  provifion  was  made  for 
railing  this  heavy  annual  demand  is  really  aftonifhino;. 
An  additional  5  per  cent,  was  laid  upon  all  duties  paid 
to  the  excife,  except  on  the  produce  of  the  duties 
on  malt,  beer,  foap,  candles  and  leather.  All  dif- 
counts  or  abatements  in  the  cuftoms  were  aboliflied.  The 
time  allowed  to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  for  the  payment 
of  the  duties  upon  the  merchandize  fold  at  their  Tales,  was 
reduced  from  nine  to  three  months  from  the  termination  of 
eucn  fale.  An  additional  duty  of  one  penny  three  farthings 
per  pound  weignt  was  laid  upon  tobacco  imported,  and 
four  (hillings  and  eight-pence  per  hundred  weight  upon  all 
fugars  imported  into  Great  Britain.  Several  regulations 
were  made  in  the  duty  upon  paper,  an  and  additional  (lamp 
was  laid  upon  fheet  Almanacks;  from  the  produce  of 
which  damp  duty  500/.  per  annum  was  granted  to  the  Uni- 
vei litres  of  Oxford  anu  Cambridge,  in  lieu  of  a  fum  for~ 
m^-i ly  paid  to  them  by  the  Stationer’s  Company  for  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  printing  Almanacks.  The  finking  fund  now  re¬ 
ceived  an  annus,  augmentation  of  190,000/.  which  accrued 
to  it  by  fome  of  the  4  per  cent,  funds  being  reduced  to  3  per 
cent,  (agreeable  to  the  terms  on  which  the  debt  had  been 
contracted)  and  the  falling  in  of  fome  life  annuities.  Lord 
hvorth  ft  a  ted  the  produce  of  that  fund,  with  this  increafe,  to 
haverifen  to  upwards  of  three  millions.  The  Aims  which 'were, 
expedfed  to  be  brought  into  the  Exchequer,  in  confequence 
of  the  ferutiny  made  by  the  Commiffioners  of  Accounts 
(nothing  had  yet  been  produced  to  the  public  by  thefe  en¬ 
quiries)  Lord  North  propofed  to  apply  to  the  redu&ion  of 
the  navy  debt,  which  had  grown  to  an  enormous  magni¬ 
tude.  A  vote  of  credit  for  a  million  completed  the  bufi- 
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nets  of  finance.  The  feffion  was  not  ended  until  the  loth 
of  July. 

c 

The  fudden  and  unexpe&ed  commencement  of  hoftilities 
ao-ainft  the  Dutch  caufed  their  valuable  commerce  to  be- 
come  a  prey  to  Britifh  fhips,  and  a  large  number  of  their 
feamen  to  be  detained  captives  in  England.  In  the  Weft 
Indies,  the  ifland  of  St.  Euftatius,  which,  during  the  war, 
had  been  a  moft  beneficial  mart  of  traffic,  both  for  the 
French  and  Americans,  was  reduced  by  Sir  George  Rod¬ 
ney  and  General  Vaughan.  The  ifland,  although  highly 
important  to  the  Dutch  in  a  commercial  view,  is  no  more 
than  a  barren  rock,  incapable  of  providing  defence  or  fub- 
fiftence  for  its  inhabitants.  The  city  of  Amfterdam  was 
chiefly  concerned  in  this  trade,  but  many  Englifli  mer¬ 
chants  were  alfo  largely  embarked  in  it,  as  well  as  in  the 
carrying  trade.  Our  whole  force  in  the  Weft  Indies  was 
brought  again  ft  this  fpot,  fo  that  the  governor,  unable  to 
make  any  defence,  furrendered  at  difcretion.  The  Britifh 
Commander  dealt  the  full  meafureof  punifhment  to  all  upon 
the  ifland  with  an  implacable  feverity  :  private  property 
was  feized  without  mercy,  and  the  vindictive  fpirit  which 
dictated  the  orders  and  their  execution,  fcarcely  left  the 
miferable  refidents,  particularly  the  Jews,  the  means  of 
fubfiftence  ;  they  were  deprived  of  their  very  provifions. 
A  Dutch  fleet  of  merchant  ftiips  confifting  of  joveflels,  and 
a  64  gun  (hip  which  convoyed  them,  and  had  juft  failed, 
were  purfued,  and  the  whole  taken  ;  but  the  greateft  part 
of  the  merchant  (hips  were  afterwards  captured  by  the 
French,  near  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  on  their  voyage  to  Eng¬ 
land.  The  ifland  of  St.  Martin,  and  the  fettlements  of 
Demarary  and  Eflequibo,  on  the  continent  of  South  Ame¬ 
rica,  were  foon  after  reduced. 


Thus 
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1  hus  was  one  great  objed  in  breaking  with  Holland  ac- 
complifhed  :  another  was  to  prevent  their  trade  to  the  Bal¬ 
tic,  to  effed  which,  Vice  Admiral  Hyde  Parker  was  Tent 
out  with  five  line  of  battle  fhips,  one  of  fifty  o-uns,  and 
five  large  frigates  to  intercept  a  Dutch  fleet,  which  he  met 
with  off  the  Dogger  Bank,  confiding  of  eight  two  decked 
line  of  battle  fhips,  and  feveral  large  frigates  •  thefe  were 
.  coRvoy  to  a  fleet  of  merchantmen  going  to  the  northward. 
With  the  true  fpirit  of  a  Britifh  feamen,  he  engaged  the 
enemy,  although  lo  much  fuperior  in  numbers.  The  bat¬ 
tle  was  obftinate;  and  proved  that  the  Dutch  had  not  loft 
that  firmnefs  in  time  of  action,  which  had  been  fo  con- 
fpicuous  in  tne  contefls  between  the  two  powers  in  the  Jaft 
century.  T'he  engagement  was  maintained  for  almoft  four 
hours,  when  the  fhips  of  each  fquadron  becoming  unma¬ 
nageable,  they  lay  to  for  a  confiderable  time  near  each  other, 
but  at  length  the  Dutch  fhips  of  war,  with  their  merchant¬ 
men,  bore  away  for  the  Texel,  and  one  of  their  fixty- 
four  gun  fhips  funk.  The  Englifh,  in  this  hard  conteft, 
loft  in  killed  and  v/ounded  443  men.  In  confequence  of 
this  adion,  the  Dutch  Baltic  fleet  was  unable  to  purfue 
its  voyage.  Parker  returned  home  in  difguft,  at  not  being 
fent  out  with  a  fufticient  force.  The  additional  fhips 
which  he  afked  for  had  been  withheld  from  him,  without 
any  fpecific  fervice  being  afligned  them  ;  and  though  his 
Sovereign  paid  him  peculiar  attention  in  vifiting  him  on 
board  his  fhip  at  Chatham,  the  veteran  ftruck  his  flag,  and 
withdrew  from  the  fervice.  The  nation  had  been  fo  long 
accuftomed  to  lee  thofe  officers  who  were  moft  diftinguifh- 
ed  for  the  length  and  eminence  of  their  fervices,  retiring 
with  gloomy  difeontent,  at  the  condud  of  the  marine  mi- 
nifter,  that  this  inftance  was  obferved  as  a  common  occur¬ 
rence,  although  no  circumftance  in  the  then  critical  fituation 

of 
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of  the  empire  could  be  a  more  warrantable  caufe  of  alarm, 
or  a  more  neceffary  fubject  for  inveftigation. 


The  operations  again#  the  Dutch  were  not  confined  to 
thefe  objects.  Commodore  Johnflone  was  invefted  with  the 
command  of  a  fquadron  deflined  to  attack  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  ;  from  whence  he  was  to  proceed  to  the  Spaniih  fet- 
tlement  of  Buenos  Ayres,  in  the  Rio  de  la  Plato  of  South 
America,  where  a  dangerous  infurrection  had  given  great 
alarm  to  the  court  of  Madrid.  Our  Miniflry  had  been 
apprized  of  the  pofture  of  affairs  in  thofe  parts  by  a  priefl, 
who  had  been  fent  a  prifoner  from  thence  to  Spain,  for  his 
condut  in  fomenting  this  civil  commotion,  but  thefhip  in 
which  he  was  embarked,  happened  to  be  taken  by  an 
Englifh  cruifer.  This  man  accompanied  the  Commodore 
on  the  expedition.  The  republic  of  Holland,  unable  to 
make  head  again#  this  attack,  was  obliged  to  feek  pro¬ 
tection  from  France,  and  a  #eet  was  fent  out  from  Rre#,  of 
fuperior  force,  in  order  to  counteract  the  defigns  of  Com¬ 
modore*  Johnftone,  whofe  exact  ftrength  was  well  known 
to  the  Freneh  Commander,  M.  de  SufFrein,  who  came  up 
with  the  Britiih  fleet  at  the  Cape  de  Verd  i#ands,  and  at¬ 
tacked  it  whil#  laying  under  the  protection  of  the  Portuguefe 
flag,  in  the.fmall  ifland  of  St.  Jago,  feveral  outward-bound 
Eaft-Indiamen  being  in  company.  The  French  were, 
however,  difgracefully  beaten  off,  with  great  lofs  and  da¬ 
mage  3  but  as  they  reached  the  Cape  before  the  Britifh 
Commander,  the  attempt  upon  that  place  was  efFedlually 
fruflrated,  and  the  French  became  actual  maters  of  the 
fettlement  and  harbour.  Five  homeward  bound  Dutch 
Ea#  Indiamen  were  afterwards  furprized  by  Johnflone, 
four  of  which  he  captured,  the  other  was  burnt  by  its 
crew.  It  was  now  found  neceffary  to  relinquifli  the  objects 
of  the  expedition.  The  fhips  deflined  for  the  Eaft  Indies 
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proceeded  on  their  voyage  thither,  and  the  Commodore  re- 
turned  home  with  his  prizes. 

The  immenfe  quantity  of  merchandize  found  on  the 
iiland  of  Sr.  EuAatius,  detained  Admiral  Rodney  for  acon- 
fidcrahie  time  on  that  fpot,  and  although  a  large  fleet  was 
expected  to  arrive  from  France,  which  Sir  Samuel  Hood  was 
cruifing  with  the  Britifh  fleet  to  intercept,  yet  three  fhips 
of  the  line  remained  with  the  Commander  in  Chief.  Hoed 
remonftrated  in  vain  again  ft  the  ftation  which  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  keep,  as  fuch  in  which  he  could  not  prevent  the 
junction  of  the  French  (hips  in  the  harbour  of  Martinique 
with  the  fleet  from  Europe.  The  event  proved  his  fug- 
geftion  to  have  been  judicious,  although  flighted  by 
his  fuperior  ofHcer  :  the  French  became  fhonger  by  five 
fhips  of  the  line.  He  fought  them,  however,  with  this 
odds,  and  kept  them  long  at  bay.  Rodney,  at  length,  took 
the  command,  and  having  now  collected  his  whole  force, 
after  feme  time,  went  in  fearch  of  the  enemy,  who  had  al- 
ready  reduced  the  ifland  of  Tobago.  The  Britifti  fleet  con- 
fitted  of  twenty-one  fhips  of  the  line,  the  French  of  twenty- 
four.  A  glorious  opportunity  prefented  of  deciding  this 
}ong-protra£ied  conteft.  The  two  fleets  were  drawn  up  in 
order  of  battle,  the  Britifh  feamen  exulted  in  the  profpedt 
of  action  :  they  were  kept  all  night  under  arms*,  but  the 
next  day  did  not  gratify  their  expectations.  The  French 
were  far  from  becoming  fo  confident  by  the  advantage  which 
iheir  fuperiomy  of  numbers  gave  them,  as  to  feek  their 
enemy,  and  the  Britifh  Admiral  was  induced  to  reprefs  the 
ardour  of  his  men,  becaufe  there  was  no  port  at  hand  to 
afford  a  retreat  for  the  difabled  fhips,  but  to  this  incon¬ 
venience  the  French  were  equally  expofed.  After  this 


parade 


*  June  5,  1731, 
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parade  of  battle,  Sir  Geoge  Rodney  returned  to  Europe  in 
an  80  gun  ftnp,  at  a  time  when  the  caufe  of  his  country 
demanded  his  moft  ftrenuous  and  bold  exertions,  which 
molt  probably  would  have  prevented  the  cataftrophe  which 
followed  on  the  American  continent. 

»  '  i 

General  Arnold*  whofe  intrepidity  and  enterprifing  fpi- 
rit  had  effedied  every  thing  which  the  Americans  had  at- 
chieved  in  ofFenfive  operations  againft  the  Britifh  forces,  if 
the  furprife  at  Trenton  be  excepted,  abandoning  the  caufe 
which  he  had  fo  powerfully  fupported,  went  over  to  the 
Britifh  army,  and  was  appointed  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier 
General.  Early  in  the  campaign  of  1781,  a  force  was 
fent  out  from  New  York,  againft  the  trading  parts  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  the  command  of  which  was  given  to  Major  General 
Philips,  fecond  to  whom  was  Arnold.  Soon  after  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  thefe  troops  at  the  mouth  of  James  River,  General 
Philips  was  feized  with  a  fever,  which  caufed  his  death  ; 
the  command  therefore  devolved  on  the  American  Rene- 
gado.  Vaft  quantities  of  tobacco  were  deftroyed  at  Peterf- 
burg,  together  with  barracks  for  troops,  ftores  and  flip¬ 
ping  in  that  vicinity.  In  the  official  account  of  this  expe¬ 
dition,  no  mention  is  made  of  burning  towns.  Earl 
Cornwallis,  in  the  mean  time,  with  the  fouthern  army, 
was  penetrating  into  the  heart  of  the  Province,  and  had 
reached  Halifax  Country,  having  gained  a  fignal  vidfory 
over  General  Greene  at  Guildford,  in  the  interior  part  of 
North  Carolina,  on  the  15th  of  March.  The  force  un~ 
der  Arnold  having  fully  accomplifhed  the  deftrudlion  of 
every  thing  in  thofe  parts,  returned  to  New  York,  and 
fhortly  after,  the  fame  General  paid  a  vifit  to  the  coaft  of 
Connecticut,  the  Province  which  gave  him  birth.  Here 
he  deftroyed  fome  fhipping,  together  with  confiderable 
quantities  of  naval  ftores  and  European  manufadlures. 

The 
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The  town  of  New  London,  fituated  on  the  River 
Thames,  poflfefling  the  beft  port  and  harbour  in  the 
Colony,  was  reduced  to  allies.  The  people  of  this 
town  are  faid  to  have  been  the  inventers  of  the  pra£lice 
of  tarring  and  feathering,  which  was  flrft  ufed  as  a 
punifhment  for  herefy,  and  in Ri6led  upon  Quakers 
and  Anabaptifts,  but  in  the  commencement  of  the 
difpute  with  Great-Britain,  the  oppofers  of  the  po¬ 
pular  fenticnent  received  the  fame  condemnation.  The 
deftruclion  of  this  town  cannot  be  palliated  as  an  un¬ 
avoidable  event*,  for  a  late  writer  has  told  us,  that  the 
koufes  were  infuk.ted,  at  the  diftance  of  three,  four,  or  five 
yards,  cite  irom  the  other,  to  prevent  the  ravages  of  firef. 

•e  Americans  foon  after  received  ample  compenfation  for 
fchis  injury,  in  the  furrender  of  Earl  Cornwallis  and 
uls  whole  army,  at  k  ork-Town  in  Virginia,  on  the  19th 
e  October,  1781,  to  General  Wafhington,  at  the  head  of 
an  army  compofed  of  Americans  and  French,  which  his 
Lordfhip  itates  to  con  fill  of  16,000  men,  one  half  of  which 
was  Americans  and  the  other  French,  befidcs  which,  5000 
mditia  were  afiembled,  and  an  immenfe  train  of  heavy  ar¬ 
tillery  was  employed.  The  French,  by  their  fleet,  being 
matter;  of  the  Chefapeak  Bay,  efld  ciually  cut  off  all  relief 
from  the  main  army  at  New- York,  and  Admiral  Digby, 
with  a  reinforcement  of  (hips,  arrived  too  iate  to  flrengthen 
the  Britilh  fleet  under  Admiral  Graves  J. 

*  See  Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  letter,  dated  Sept.  12,  in  the  London 
Gazette  of  Tuefday,  Nov.  6,  1781. 

f  General  Hiftory  of  Conne&icut,  p.  135. 

J  The  fource  of  this  misfortune  may  be  plainly  traced  to  the  Dutch 
war  5  for  had  the  {hips  which  were  employed  againft  that  enemy,  been 
fent  to  the  Weft  Indies,  they  would  have  given  fuch  a  decided  fupe- 
riority  to  this  country  at  ft  a,  that  nothing  could  have  obftru&ed  the 
ueceffary  relief  being  conveyed  to  Cornwallis  from  New- York. 
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Such  a  fate  attending  a  general,  whofe  whole  condudf 
throughout  the  war  had  been  diftinguifhed  bv  having 
taken  the  head  in  every  adtive  fervice;  and  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  which  he  had  proved  his  abilities  to  be  equal  to 
his  ardour,  excluded  the  laft  ray  of  hope  from  a  wittol  na¬ 
tion.  Defpair  of  reducing  America  ought  to  incline  us  to 
turn  our  eyes  to  our  defperate  ihuation  :  to  (hew  the  ruin 
which  awaits  us  in  bankrupt  fortune  and  exhauffed  ftrength, 
if  we  continue  the  conteft.  Let  us  then  at  length  aim  at 
conciliating  the  affedtions  of  the  Americans,  and  invite  a 
revival  of  their  old  habits.  Let  the  long  fubfifting  private 
friendfhips  among  individuals  in  both  countries,  the  ties 
of  kindred,  the  influence  of  religion,  manners,  and  lan¬ 
guage,  and  the  cement  of  commercial  intercourfe  ©nee 
more  be  rendered  operative;  and  fully  to  effect  thefe  falu- 
tary  purpofes,  let  us  invoke  the  hallowed  genius  of  a  Cha¬ 
tham,  who,  when  the  ebb  of  life  was  haftening  out,  pro¬ 
nounced,  IF  ANY  THING  CAN  PREVENT  THE  CONSUAI- 
*6  MATION  OF  PUBLIC  RUIN,  IT  CAN  ONLY  BE  NEW 
COUNCILS  AND  NEW  COUNSEL LORS  ;  A  SINCERE 
CHANGE,  FROM  A  SINCERE  CONVICTION  OF  PAST 
ERRORS 

*  JDr.  Addington’s  letter  to  Sir  James  Wright. 
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J  he  Amount  and  Application  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  from  the 
'  ^  ear  1 774  tQ  1781,  both  inclufive. 

(.See  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  firft  five  Yean  of  Lord  North’s 

Miniiby  dated,  page  168.] 

Charged  on  the  finking  fund  for  the 

fervice  of  the  year  1774  .  .  2,080,696 

Balance  to  Jan.  5,  ,775  .  .  ,  I>239 

1  he  quarter  ending  jth  of  April  -  884,447 


Charged  for  the  fervice  of  1775 
Balance  Jan.  ^ ,  1776 
Quarter,  ending  5th  April 

Charged  for  the  fervice  of  1776 
Balance  Jan.  5,  1777 
Quarter,  ending  5  th  of  April 

Charged  for  the  fervice  of  1577 
Balance  Jan.  5,  1777 
Produce  to  5th  of  April 

Charged  for  the  fervice  of  17-8 

Balance  Jan.  5,  1778  _ 

Balance  5  th  of  April 

Charged  for  the  fervice  of  177 q 
Balance  Jan.  5,  1780  — 

Balance  5th  of  April  — 

Charged  for  the  fervice  of  1780 
Balance  Jan.  5,  1781 
Quarter,  ending  5th  of  April 

Charged  for  the  feryice  of  1781 


2,976,382 

—  1,904,313 

—  *7,86 9 

—  -  962,57! 

2,884,753 

—  1,837,428 

295,832 
—  760,363 

2,893,623 

—  *, 939-636 

000 

703,700 

2-643-336 

—  2,296,209 

—  000 

—  000  2,296,209 

—  2,071,854 

—  000 

—  650,4^8 


2,72  2,313 

—  1,849,542 

—  288,347 

—  ?S7>°8>7 

2,894,9  7* 

—  1,854,566 


i 
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Sums  voted  for  the  Service  of  the  Navy,  from  Jan.  12,  1771, 

when  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  became  Maiine  Miniflcr,  to  the 
End  of  the  Year  1781. 


For  the  year  1771 

—  3,082,499 

1772 

— -  2,070,664 

1 773 

—  i>8  85,573 

*774 

—  2,104,917 

1 77  5 

—  1,934,866 

1776 

—  3*699,836 

1 7  77 

4^10,305 

i77s 

— •  5,001,895 

1779 

*—  4,589,069 

M 

cc 

0 

r 

-  7,003,284 

1781 

-  7,236,277 

4-2,819,235 


nefides  which,  the  Navy  Debt  exceeds  fix  Millions. 


«  uncted  Debt,  created  from  January  1776  to  the  End  of  i73( 


For  the  fervice  of 
the  year  1776 
D 1 1 1  o  -  1777 


}  2> 


-Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

1 

Ditto 


1778 

1 779 

1780 

1781 


000,000 

5,000,000 
6,000,000 
7»ooo,oco 
1  2,000,000 
2  1 ,000,000 


In  terete  paid 
thereon 

64,000 

225,000 

330,000 
47Moo 
696,150 
660, coo 


Computed  pro¬ 
duce  of  Taxes. 

73,000 

242,000 
336,000 
4/3.000 
701  61 6 
704,000 


2,447,650 


5  3,000,000 

value#  T!  r  faile"  {°  much  of  their  computed 
wore'than  half  a  million'  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 
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—line  ult.  for  Haughton  read  Hoghlon. 

— 1.  I,  for  contravertion  r.  contravention, 

-note,  1.  12,  for  Kennet,  Echard,  Hume  take,  r .  JCemet,  Echard , 
Hume  takes 

—note,  1.  13,  for  no  fusd  r.  an  insufficient  fund, 

‘-1.  30,  for  upwards  of  twenty-three  millions  r.  15,563,593/.  j0j. 

-1.  icy  for  emergency  r.  energy , 

-1.  27,  for  threat  r.  thread. 

-1.  28,  for  Engli/hman  r.  American, 

-1.  23,  for  fortuitous  r.  fortunate. 

-1.  17,  for,  of  five  millions  for  r.  for  fve  millions  of 
*1.  19,  for  onfet  r.  outfet, 

-1.  26,  for  cores  r.  corp-s, 

-note,  for  90,000/.  r.  ninety  millions, 

-!•  IT>  and  P-  369,  i.  29,  for  the  Earl  of  Gower  r.  Ear! Gower 
1.  8,  for  Robinfon  r.  Robertfon, 
note,  1.  3,  for  705,0001.  r.  750,00 ©I. 

Dele  the  remark  at  bottom , 
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